No Copyright Statement

According to British
Library, the first English
version of “Pocket
Companion series” has now
no copyright. It is stated as
“There is no copyright on the
item so you can republish it if
you want to” in “CAS-
1115582-Q7R8
CRM:00560008005.” In
particular, it also mentioned
“If you giving free access to
the material, and not
benefitting financially in any
way, you do not need to
contact our permissions
team.”



There are some Daily
Devotion (Quiet Time) books
in US based upon “Pocket
Companion series” by
Andrew Murray. However,
there are articles which are
totally different from those in
the first English version of
“Pocket Companion series”
about 100 years ago. This is
one of motivation to make the
original English version
freely available to everyone.



The English version of
“Pocket Companion series”
started when Andrew
Murray was in his old age.
The series include 12
booklets, and there are 31
short essays each. For Daily
Devotion, there is basically
one short essay each day. The
booklet “The secret of
fellowship” is one of the
series, which is published in
1920 after Andrew Murray
died in 1917.
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INTRODUCTION

To my Brethven in the Ministry :—

ELOVED BRETHREN,—The more I
think of anmd pray about the state
of religion in this country, and all
over the world, the deeper my conviction
becomes that the low state of the spivitual
life of Christians is due to the fact that
they do mot vealize that the aim and object
of conversion is to bying the.soul even heve
on earth, to a daily fellowship with the
Father in heaven. When once this truth
has been accepted, the believey will pevceive
how indispensable 4t is to:the spivitual
life of a Chyistran, -to take time each day
with God's Wovd and in prayer, to wait
upon God for His presence and His love
to be revealed.

But how can Christians be taught this
lesson, and to live in obedience to 1t ? The
Sfirst thing is that the minister himself must
be convinced of the great weed of daily
fellowship with God, and of his calling
to train his people to habits of prayer.
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His heavers wmust be brought undevr the
impression through the preaching, that
it ©s mot enough at comversion to accept
forgiveness of sims, oF even to suvvemdev
themselves to God. That is only a beginming.
The young believer must undevstand that
he has mo power of his own to maintain
his spivitual life. No, he needs each day
to veceive new grace from heaven through
intevcourse with the Lovd Jesus. This can-
not be obtained by a - hasty prayer, ov a
superficial veading of a few verses from
God’s Wovd. He must take time quietly
and delibevately to come into God’s presence,
to feel his weakmess, and his need, and to
wait wpon God thvough His Holy Spivit, to
venew the heavenly light and life in his
hearvt. Then he may vightly expect to be
kept by the power of Chvist throughout
the day, and all its temptations.

It has been my aim in writing this litile
book to help Christians to see, the absolute
necessity of intevcourse with the Lovd
Jesus.  Wathout this the joy and powey
of God’s Holy Spivit in daily life cannot
be experienced. Many of God’s children
long for a better life, but do mot vealize
the need of giving God time day by day
in the tnnev chamber thvough His Spivit
to renew and sanctify. their lives. Oh
that every wmanister would lead and help
those under his chavge to grasp this great
truth. A

Beloved Brethven, meditate on this
thought : The feeble state of my spiritual
life is mainly due to the lack of time
vi




day by day in fellowship with God. The
manister 1s the one who must teach this
lesson to his people, and encouvage them
to believe that a diffevent life is possible.
New life will dawn in many a soul as a
vesult of time spent in prayer alone with
God.

To any veadev who has found a blessing
in veading this lttle book—1 pray you,
shave the blessing with others. If you
have accepted the message that the Lovd
Jesus will from day to day grant you
His presence and love—pass it on to others.
However weak and impotent you feel,
your faith will be strengthened as you help
others to vealize the meed of fellowship
with [esus daily.

As we think of the need of our country
and Chuych, as we think of souls avound
us, as we think of the extension of God’'s
Kingdom, we ask you, O Chvistians, to
help us find volunteers, who, as true soldiers
of the Cross, will persevere continually
in prayer, till God pour out His blessing
upon us,—Your Servant in the love of
Chyist and in prayer,

ANDREW MURRAY.

Wellington.

vii




CONTENTS

PAGE
1. From Day to Day . : : ;
2. Fellowship with God 4 [
3. Jesus : ; 2 3 2 6
4. The Inner Chamber 8
5. Faith : - s e ; 10
6. The Word of God . . il
7. How to Read God’s Word i
8. The Word and Prayer 3 . 16
9. Obedience ; 5 § 5 18
10. Confession of Sin. . . o o) |
11. The First Love . - 20
112. The Holy Spirit - : Srpisd

3. Christ’s Love to us . 3 x 26
viii



» N ) N S} [N
[C o A O A~ W

30.
31,

. Our Love to Christ

. Love to the Brethren
5. Love to Souls

. The Spirit of Love

. Persevering Prayer

. The Prayer Meeting

. Intercession

. Prayer and Fasting

. The Spirit of Prayer
. Wholly for Christ

. The Cross of Christ

. The World

. Put on Christ !

. The Strength of the Christian
. The Whole Heart
. In Christ

Christ in me

Christ is All




FIRST DAY.
From Day to Day.

“ The inner man is venewed from day
{0 day.””—2 COR. iv. 16.

"J"HERE is one lesson that all young

Christians should learn, namely
this—the absolute mecessity of fellowship
with Jesus each day. This lesson is not
always taught at the beginning of the
Christian life, nor is it always understood
by the young convert. He should
realize that the grace he has received of
the forgiveness of sins, of acceptance as
God’s child, of joy in the Holy Ghost,
can only be preserved by the daily
renewal in fellowship with Jesus Christ
Himself.

Many Christians backslide because
this truth is not clearly taught. They
are unable to stand against the tempta-
tions of the world, or of their old natute.
They strive to .do their best to fight
against sin, and. to serve God, but they
have no strength. They have never
really grasped the secret: The Lovd
Jesus will every day from heaven con-
tinue His work in me. But on one
condition—the soul must give Him time
each day to impart His love and His
grace. Time alone with the Lord Jesus
each day is the indispensable condition
of growth and power.

Read Matt. =xi. 25-30. Listen. to
2
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Christ’s word : ‘ Come unto Me, and x
will give you rest. Learn of Me, and ye
shall find rest unto your souls.” The
Lord will teach us just how meek and
humble He is. Bow before Him, tell
Him that you long for Him and His love,
and He will let His love rest on you.
This is a thought not only for young
Christians, but for all who love the Lord,
and this little book would fain help those
who desire to live this life of fellowship
with Christ. We will try to put the
message as clearly, as lovingly, as urgently
aspossible. For Christ’s sake, and in order
to please Him ; for my own sake, and
to enable me to enjoy this blessed experi-
ence each day, I will learn the lesson, to
spend time each day—without exception—
in fellowship with my Lord. So will the
inner man be renewed from day to day.
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SECOND DAY.

Fellowship with God.

“ As the Father hath loved Me, so have
I loved you, continue ye in My love.”'—
JounN xv. 9.

HE Three Persons in the Godhead
are the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Each one knows himself
as different from the others. God
desires to reveal Himself as a Person.
Each one of us is an individual, knowing
himself as distinct from others, and
standing in certain relations to others.
God will reveal Himself to us as a Person,
and it is our holy calling to enter into
fellowship with Him.

God greatly desires this intercourse
with man. But sin has, come between
man and his God. Even in the Christian,
who thinks he knows God, there is often
great ignorance and even indifference
to this personal relationship of love to
God.

People believe that at conversion
their sins are forgiven, that God accepts
them so that they may go to heaven,
and that they should try to do God’s
will. But the idea is strange to them
that even as a father and his child on
earth have pleasure in intercourse, so they
may and must each day have this blessed
fellowship with God.
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God gave Christ His Son fo bring us to
Himself. But this 'is only possible
when we live in close fellowship with
Jesus Christ. Our relationship to Christ
tests on His deep, tender love to
us. We are not able of ourselves to
render Him this love. But the Holy
Spirit will do the work in us. For this
we need to separate ourselves each day
from the world, and turn in faith to the
Lord Jesus, that He may shed abroad
His love in our hearts, so that we may be
filled with a great love to Him.

Dear soul, meditate quietly on this
thought. Read the words of Christ in
John xiv. 21, * He that loveth Me shall
be loved of my Father. I willlove Him.”
Take time to believe in this personal
fellowship. Tell Him of your love.
Say to Him: ‘ Lord, Thou hast loved
me dearly ; most earnestly do 1 desire
to love Thee above all.” :




THIRD DAY,

Jesus,

“ Thou shalt call His Name Jesus, for
He shall save His people from theiy sins.”—
MATT. i. 21,

A S the Lord Jesus was a person, He
A had His own individual name.
His mother, His disciples, all His friends
called Him by this name— Jesus. But
they probably thought little of what
that name meant. And how little do
the majority of Christians know what a
treasure is  contained in that name—
Jesus—“ He shall sqye His people from
their sins.”

Many think of His death on the cross,
they think of His work in heaven as
Intercessor, but do they, or .do we,
realize that He is a living Person in
heaven, who thinks of us each day, and
longs to reveal Himself ? And He
desires us each day to bring Him our
love and adoration.

Christians pray to Christ to save them
{rom their sins, but they know very
little how the blessed work is done. The
living Christ reveals Himself to us, and
through the power of His love the love
of sin is expelled. It is thvough personal
Jellowship with Him that Jesus saves
from our sins. I must come as an
individual, with my heart and all the
sin that is in it to Jesus as an Almighty
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personal Saviour, in Whom God’s holi-
ness dwells. And as.He and I commune
together in the expression of mutual
love and desire, by the work of His Holy
Spirit in my heart, His love will expel
and conquer all the sin.

O Christian, learn the blessedness of
each day in fellowship with Jesus finding
the secret of happiness and holiness.
Your heart will long for the hour of
prayer as the best hour of the day. As
you learn to go apart with Him alone
each day, you will experience His presence
with you, enabling you all through the
day to love Him, to serve Him, and to
walk in His ways. Through this un-
broken fellowship you will learn the
secret of the power of a truly godly life.




FOURTH DAY.
The Fnner Chamber.

“ When thou prayest, enter into thine
inney chambey.”’—MATT. vi. 6.

AVE you ever thought what a
wonderful privilege it is thatevery
one each day and each hour of the day,
has the liberty of asking God to meet
him in the inner chamber, and to hear
what he has to say ? 'We should imagine
that every Christian would use such a
privilege gladly and faithfully.

“When thou prayest,” says Jesus,
‘““enter into thine inner chamber, and
having shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret.”” That means two
things.  Shut the world out, withdraw
from all worldly thoughts and occupations,
and shut yourself in alone with God, to
pray to Him in secret. Let this be your
chief objectin prayer, fo vealize the presence
of your heavenly Fathev. Let your watch-
word be : Alone with God.

This is only the beginning. I must
take time to realize His presence with
me, and pray to my Father who seeth in
secret, in the full assurance that He knows
how I long for His help and guidance,
and will incline His ear to me.

Then follows the great promise :
“ Thy Father which seeth in secret shall
reward thee openly.” My Father will
see to it that my prayer is not in vain.

8



All through the occupations of a' busy
day, the answer to my prayer will be
granted. Prayer in secret will be followed
by the secvet working of God in my heart.

As the Lord Jesus has given us the
promise of His presence, and shows us
the way to the inner chamber, He will
assuredly be with us to teach us to pray.
It is through Him that we have access to
the Father. Be childlike and trustful
in your fellowship with Christ. Confess
each sin, bring your every need. - Offer
your prayer to the Father in the name of
Christ. Prayer in fellowship with [esus
cannot be in vain.




FIFTH DAY.

Faith.
“ Only believe.””—MARK V. 36.

E have here a lesson of the greatest
importance, namely this, that
when alone in the inner chamber we
must send up our petitions trusting
implicitly in the love of God and in the
power of the Lord Jesus. Take time
to ask yourself the question: Is my
heart full of a great and steadfast faith
in God’s love ? If this is not the case,,
do not begin to pray at once. Faith
does not come of itself. Consider quietly
how impossible it is for God to lie. He
is ready with infinite love to give you a
blessing. Take some text of Scripture
in which God’s power and faithfulness
and love are revealed. Appropriate the
words, and say : ‘ Yes Lord, I will pray
in firm faith in Thee and in Thy great
love.”

It is a mistake to limit the word
‘““ faith,” to the forgiveness of sins, and
to our acceptance as children of God.
Faith includes far more. We must
have faith in all that God is willing to
do for us. We must have faith each
day according to our special needs. God
is infinitely great and powerful, Christ
has so much grace for each new day,
that our faith must reach out afresh each
day according to the need of the day.

10



BT ey SV T R

When you enter into the inner chamber,
even before you begin to pray, ask
yourself :  “ Do I really believe that
God is heve with me, and that the Lord
Jesus will help me to pray, and I may
expect to spend a blessed time in com-
munion with my God ? ”

Jesus often taught His disciples how
indispensable fa1th was to true prayer.
He will teach us this lesson too. Remain
in fellowship with Him, and ask Him to
strengthen your faith in His Almighty
power. Christ says to you and to me
as to Martha: “"Said I not unto thee
that if thou wouldest believe, thou
shouldest see the glory of God.”

11




SIXTH DAY.
The TWord of God.

“ Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of God.”—MATT. iv. 4.

HE illustration that our Lord uses,

in which the Word of God is

compared to our daily bread, is most
instructive.

Bread is indispensable to life. We all
understand this. However strong a
person: may be, if he takes no nourish-
ment, he- will grow weaker, and life will
become extinct. Even so with the Word
of God. It contains a heavenly principle,
and works powerfully in them that
believe.

Bread must be eaten. 1 may know all
about bread. I may have bread, and
may give it to others. I may have
bread in my house and on my table
in great abundance, but that will not
help me ; if through illness'I am unable
to eat it, I shall die. And so a mere
knowledge of God’s Word and even the
preaching of it to others will not avail
me. It is not emough to think about
it, I must feed on God’s Word, and take
it into my heart and life. In love and
obedience I must appropriate the words
of God, and let them take full possession
of my heart. Then they will indeed be
words of life,
iz




Bread must be eaten daily. And the
same is true of God’s Word, The
Psalmist says: ‘ Blessed is the man
whose delight is in the law of the Lord ;
and 7w His law doth he meditate day and
night.”” ““ O how I love Thy law ; it is
my meditation all the day.”” To secure
a strong and powerful spiritual life God’s
Word every day is indispensable.

When on earth the Lord Jesus learned,
loved, and obeyed the word of the Father.
And if you seek fellowship with Him, you
will find Him in His Word. Christ will
teach you to commune with the Father,
through the Word, even as was His
custom. You will learn, like Him, to
live solely for the glory of God and the
fulfilment of His Word.

13




SEVENTH DAY.
bow to read God’s UWord.

““ Blessed is the man whose delight is
in the law of the Lovd, and in His law
doth  he meditate day and wnight.”’
—Ps.i. 1, 2.

ERE are some simple rules for
Bible reading.

Read God’'s Word with great vevevence.
Meditate a moment in silence on the
thought that the words come from God
Himself. Bow in deep reverence. Be
silent unto God. Let Him reveal His
Word in your heart.

Read with caveful attention. If you
read the words carelessly, thinking
that you can grasp their meaning with
your human understanding, you will
use the words superficially, and not
enter into their depths. When some one
tries to explain anything wonderful
or beautiful to us, we give our entire
attention to try to understand what is
said. How much higher and deeper
are God’s thoughts than our thoughts.
““ As the heaven is higher than the earth,
so are My thoughts higher than your
thoughts.”” We need to give our un-
divided attention to understand even
the superficial meaning of the words.
How much harder to grasp the spiritual
meaning ?

Read with the expectation of the guidance
14



of God’s Spirit. 1t is God’s Spirit alone
that can make the Word a living power
in our hearts and lives. Read Ps. cxix.
Notice how earnestly David prays that
God will teach him, and open his eyes, and
give him understanding, and incline his
heart to God’s ways. As you read,
remember that God’s Word and God’s
Spirit are inseparable.

Read with the firm purpose of keeping
the Wovd day and wight in your heart and
in your life. 'The whole heart and the
whole life must come under the influence
of the Word. David said: “O how
I love Thy law, it is my meditation all
the day.”” And so in the midst of his
daily work, the believer can cherish
God’s Word in his heart, and meditate
on it. Read Ps. cxix. again, until you
accept God’s: Word with all your heart,
and pray that God may teach you to
understand it, and to carry out its
precepts in your life.
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EIGHTH DAY.
The Wlotd. and Prayer,

““ Quicken me, O Lord, according to Thy
Word.”—Ps. cxix. 107.

RAYER ‘and the Word of God are
inseparable, and should always go
together in the quiet time of the inner
chamber. In His Word God speaks to
me.; in prayey I speak to God. If there
is to be true intercourse, God and I must
both take part. If I simply pray, with-
out using God’s Word, I am apt to use
my own words and thoughts. This
really gives prayer its power, that I take
God’s thoughts from His Word, and
present them before Him. Then I am
enabled to pray according to God’s
Word. How indispensable God’s Word
is for all true prayer!

When I pray, I must seek to know God
aright. It is through the Word that the
Holy Spirit gives me right thoughts of
Him. The Word will also teach me
how wretched and sinful I am. It
reveals to me all the wonders that God
will do for me, and the strength He will
give me to do His Will. The Word
teaches me how to pray—with strong
desire, with a firm faith, and with con-
stant perseverance. The Word teaches
me not only what I am, but what I may
become through God’s grace. And above
all, it reminds me each day that Christ
16



is the great Intercessor, and allows me
to pray in His Name.

O Christian, learn this great lesson,
to venew your strength each day in God’s
Word, and so pray according to His will.

Then we turn to the other side,—
Prayer. We need prayer when we read
God’s Word,—prayer to be taught of
God to understand His Word, prayer that
through the Holy Spirit I may rightly
know and use God’s Word,—prayer
that I may see in the Word that Christ
is all in all, and will be all in me.

Blessed inner chamber, where I may
approach God in Christ through the
Word and prayer. There I may offer
myself to God and His service, and be
strengthened by the Holy Spirit, so
that His love may be shed abroad in
in_v heart, and I may daily walk in that
ove.
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NINTH DAY.

Obedience.

“Obey My voice .. .and I will be
your God.”—JER. Xi. 4.

OD gave this command to Israel
when He gave them the law. But
Israel had no power to keep the law. So
God gave them a ‘‘ new covenant,’” to
enable His people to live a life of obedience.
We read (Jer. xxxi. 33), “I will write
My law in their hearts ”’ (Jer. xxxii. 40).
“1I will put My fear in their heart, that
they shall not depart from Me ' (Ezek.
xxxvi. 27). 1 will cause you to walk
in My statutes.” = These wonderful
promises gave the assurance that obedi-
ence would be their delight.

Let us listen to what the Lord Jesus
says about obedience (John xiv. 21-23).
‘“He that keepeth My commandments,
he it is that loveth Me; and he that
loveth Me shall be loved of My Father,
and I will love him, and we will make
our abode with him.” And in John xv.
10, “ If ye keep My commandments, ye
shall abide in My love.” These words
are an inexhaustible treasure. Faith
can firmly #rust Christ to enable us to live
such a life of love and of obedience.

No father can train his children unless
they are obedient. No teacher can teach
a child who continues to disobey him.
No general can lead his soldiers to victory

18




without prompt obedience. Pray God
to imprint this lesson on your heart:
the life of faith is a life of obedience. As
Christ lived in obedience to the Father,
so we too need obedience for a life in
the love of God.

Alas, the thought is too common : “1I
cannot be obedient, it is quite impossible.”’
Yes, impossible to you, but not to God.
He has promised “‘ fo cause you to walk in
His statutes.”” Pray and meditate on
these words, and the Holy Spirit will
enlighten your eyes, so that you will have
power to do God’s will. Let your fellow-
ship with the Father and with the Lord
Jesus Christ have as its one aim and object
—a life of quiet, determined, unquestion-
ing obedience.




TENTH DAY.
Confession of Sin,

“ If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.”’—1 JOHN i. 9.

OO often the confession of sin is
superficial, and often it is ‘quite
neglected. Few Christians realize how
necessary it is to be in earnest about the
matter, or feel that an honest confession
of sin gives power to live the life of
victory over sin. In fellowship with the
Lovd Jesus we mneed to confess with a
sinceve heart evevy sim that may be a
hindvance in our Chyistian lives.

Listen to what David says, “ I acknow-
ledged my sin unto Thee; I said, I will
confess my transgression, and Thou
forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Thou
art my hiding-place ; Thou shalt compass
me about with songs of deliverance ”
(Ps. xxxii. 5~7). David speaks of a time
when he was unwilling to confess his sin.
‘““When I kept silence, Thy hand was
heavy upon me.” But when he had
confessed his sin, a wonderful change
came.

Confession means not only that I
confess my sin with shame, but that I
hand it over to God, trusting Him to
take it away. Such a confession implies
that I am wholly unable to get rid of
my guilt, but by an act of faith I reckon
20



on God to deliver me. This deliverance
means in the first place that I know my
sins aré forgiven, and secondly, that
Christ undertakes to cleanse me from the
sin, and keep me from its power.

O Christian, if you are seeking to have
fellowship with Jesus, do not fear to
confess eack sin in the confident assurance
that there is deliverance. Let there be
a mutual understanding between the Lord
Jesus and yourself that you will confess
each sin, and obtain forgiveness. Then
you will know your Lord as Jesus Who
saves His people from their sin. Believe
that there is great power in the confession
of sin, for the burden of sin is borne by
our Lord and Saviour.

21




ELEVENTH DAY.
The Fivst Love.

“I have somewhat against thee, becaise
thou hast left thy first love.”—REV. ii. 4.

IN Rev. ii. 2-3, eight signs are men-

tioned showing the zeal and activity of
the Church at Ephesus. But there was
one bad sign, and the Lord said : ““ Except
thou repent, I will come unto thee, and
will remove thy candlestick out of his
place.” And what was this sign?
“ Thow hast left thy first love.”

We find the same lack in the Church
of the present day. There is zeal for the
truth, there is continuous and persevering
labour, but that which the Lord wvalues
most is wanting, the fender, fervent love
to Himself.

This is a thought of great significance,—
a church or a community, or a Christian,
may be an example in every good work,
and yet—the tender love to the Lovd Jesus
1% the 1nney chamber is missing.

There is no personal daily fellowship
with Christ, and all the manifold activities
with which people satisfy themselves, are
as nought in the eyes of the Master
Himself. é

Dear brother and sister, this little book
speaks of the fellowship of love with
Christ in the inner chamber. Everything
depends on this. Christ came from
heaven to love us with the love wherewith

’ 22



the Father loved Him. He suffered and
died to win our hearts for this love. His
love can be satisfied with nothing less than
a deep, personal love on our part.

Christ considers this of the first im-
portance. Let us do so too. Many
ministers and missionaries and Christian
workers confess with shame that in spite
of all their zeal in the Lord’s work, their
prayer life is defective, because they
have left their first love. I pray you,
write this down on a piece of paper, and
remember it continually :—The love o,
Jesus must be all—in the inner chamber,
in all my work, in my daily life.

23




TWELFTH DAY.

The Mholy Spirit,

“ He shall glovify Me, for He shall
vecerve of Mine, and shall shew it wunio
you.”—JOHN Xvi. 14.

OL’R Lord, in the last night that He

was with His disciples, promised
to send the Holy Spirit as a Comforter.
Although His bodily presence was re-
moved, they would realize His presence
in them and with them in a wonderful
way. The Holy Spirit as God, would so
reveal Christ in their hearts, that they
would experience His presence with them
continually. The Spirit would glorify
Christ, and would reveal the glorified
Christ in heavenly love and power.

How little do Christians understand

and believe and experience this glorious
truth. We should fail in our duty as
ministers, if in a little book like this,
or in our preaching, we encouraged
Christians to love the Lord Jesus, without
at the same tinie warning them that it is
not a duty they can perform in their
own strength. No, that is impossible;
it is Goa, the Holy Spirit alone, who
will shed abroad His love in our hearts,
and teach us to love Him fervently.
Through the Holy Stirit we may expert-
ence the love and abiding presence of the
Loyd Jesus all the day.

But let us remember that the Spirit as
24




God must have entire possession of us.
He claims our whole heart and life. He
will strengthen us with might in the
inner man, so that we have fellowship
with Christ, and keep His command-
ments, and abide in His love.

When once we have grasped this truth,
we will begin to feel our deep dependence
on the Holy Spirit, and pray the Father
o send Him in power into our hearts,
The Spirit will teach us to love the
Word, to meditate on it and to keep it.
He will reveal the love of Christ to us,
that we may love Him with a pure heart
fervently. "Then we shall begin to see
that a life in the love of Christ in the
midst of our daily life and distractions
IS a glorious possibility and a blessed
reality,




THIRTEENTH DAY.

Christ’s Love to us.

“ Even as the Father hath loved Me,
I also have loved you : abide ye in My
love.”—JOHN XV. Q.

N intercourse between friends and
I relations everything depends on
their love to each other. Of what
value is abundance of riches, if love is
lacking between husband and wife, or
parents and children? And in our
religion, of what value is all knowledge
and zeal in God’s work, without the
knowledge and experience of Christ’s
love ? (See 1 Cor. xiii. 1-3.) O Chris-
tians, the one thing needful in the inner
chamber is to know by experience how
much Christ loves you, and to leayn how
you may abide and continue in that love.

Think of what Christ says: ‘ As the
Father hath loved Me,”’—what a Divine,
everlasting, wonderful love! ‘ Even so0
have I loved you.” It was the same
love with which He had loved the Father
and that He always bore in His heart,
which He now gave into the hearts ol
His disciples. He yearns that this ever-
lasting love should rest upon us, and
work within us, that we may abide in it
day by day. What a blessed life!
Christ desires every disciple to live in the
power of the self-same love of God that
He Himself experienced. My brother,
26
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do you realize that in your fellowship
with Christ in secret or in public, you
are surrounded by and kept in this
heavenly love ? Let your desire reach
out to this everlasting love. The Christ
with whom you desire fellowship longs
unspeakably to fill you with His love.

Read from time to time what God’s
Word says about the love of Christ.
Meditate on the words, and let them
sink into your heart. Sooner or later
you will begin to realize: The greatest
happiness of my life is that I am beloved
of the Lord Jesus. I may live in fellow-
ship with Him all the day long.

Let your heart continually say : His
love to me is unspeakable, He will keep
me abiding in His love.




FOURTEENTH DAY.
Our Love to Christ.

« Jesus Chvist, Whom not having seen,
ye love : tn. Whom, though now ye see Him
not, yet believing, ye vejoice greatly with
joy umspeakable and full of glory.’—
T PET. 1,8,

W"HAT a wonderful description of the

Christian life! People who had
never seen Christ, and yet truly loved
Him and believed on Him, so that their
hearts were filled with unspeakable
joy. Such is the life of a Christian who
really loves his Lord.

We have seen that the chief attribute
of the Father and of the Son, is love to
each other and love to man. This should
be the chief characteristic of the true
Christian. The love of God and of
Christ is shed abroad in his heart, and
becomes a well of living water, flowing
forth as love to the Lord Jesus.

This love is not merely a blessed
feeling. It is an active principle. It
takes pleasure in‘doing the will of the
beloved Lord. It is joy to keep His
commandments. The love of Christ to
us was shown by His death on the cross;
our love must be exhibited in unselfish,
self-sacrificing lives. Oh that we under-
stood this: In the Chyistian life love
to Chvist is eveavything !

Great love will beget great faith.
28



Faith in His love to us, faith in the
powerful revelations of His love in our
hearts, faith that He through His love
will work all His good pleasure in us.

The wings of faith and love will lift
us up to heaven, and we shall be filled
with joy unspeakable. The joy of the
Christian is an indispensable witness to
the world of the power of Christ to change
hearts, and fill them with heavenly love
and gladness.

O ye lovers of the Lord Jesus, take
time daily in the inner chamber with Him
anew to drink in His heavenly love. It
will make you strong in faith, and your
joy will be full. Love, joy, faith, these
will be our life each day through the
grace of our Lord Jesus.
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FIFTEENTH DAY.

Love to the JBrethren.

“ A new commandment I give unto you,
that ye love one amnothev, even as I have
loved you, that ye also love one another.”—
Jonn xiii. 34; xv. 12.

HE Lord Jesus told His disciples
that as the Father had loved Him,
even so He loved them. And now,
following His example, we must love one
another, with the same love. ‘ By this
shall all men know that ye are My
disciples, if ye have love one to another i
(John xiii. 35). He had prayed : ‘‘ That
they all may be one, as Thou, Father,
art in Me, and I in Thee, that the world
may believe that Thou hast sent Me”
(John xvii. 21). If we exhibit the love
that was in God towards Cbrist, and in
Christ to us, the world will be obliged to
confess that our Christianity is genuine
and from above.

This is what actually happened. The
Greeks and Romans, Jews and heathen,
hated each other. Among all the nations
of the world there was hardly a thought
of love to each other. The very idea 0
self-sacrifice was a strange one. When
the heathen saw that Christians from
different nations, under the powerful
working of the Holy Spirit, became one,
and loved one another, even to the point
of self-sacrifice in time of plague ] of
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illness—they were amazed and said :
“Behold how these people love one
another !

Amongst professing Christians there is
a certain oneness of belief and feeling of
brotherhood, but Christ’s heavenly love
is often lacking, and we do not bear one
another’s burdens, or love others heartily.

Pray that you may love your fellow-
believers with the same love with which
Christ loved you. If we abide in Christ’s
love, and let that love fill our hearts,
supernatural power will be given us to
take all God’s children unto our hearts
in love. As close as is the bond of love
between the Father and the Son, between
Christ and His followers, so close must
the bond of love be between all God’s
children,




SIXTEENTH DAY.
Love to Souls,

*“ Know that he which converteth a sinney
from the evvov of his way, shall save a soul
from death.”—]JAMES v. 20.

HAT a wonderful thought l-—that

I may save a soul from everlast-

ing death. How can this be? If I

convert him from the error of his ways.

This is the calling, not only of the minister,

but of every Christian—to work for the
salvation of sinners.

When Christ and His love took posses-
sion of our hearts, He gave us this love
that we might bring others to Him. In
this way Christ’s Kingdom was extended.
Everyone who had the love of Christ in
his heart was constrained to tell others.
This was the case in the early Christian
Church. After the Day of Pentecost,
people went out and told of the love of
Christ, which they had themselves ex-
perienced. Heathen writers have told
us that the rapid spread of Christianity
in the first century was due to the fact,
that each convert, being filled with the
love of Christ, tried to bring the good
news to others.

What a change has come over the
Church ! Many Christians never try to
win others to Christ. Their love is so
weak and faint that they have no desire
to help others. May the time soon come
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when Christians will feel constrained to
tell of the love of Christ. In a revival
in Korea a few years ago, the converts
were filled with such a burning love to
Christ that they felt bound to tell others
of His love. It was even taken as a test
of membership that each one should have
brought another to the Lord before being
admitted to the church.

Let the reader examine himself, and
pray that in fellowship with Christ, he
may think, not only of his own soul,
but having received the gift of God’s
love, he may pass it on to others. He
will then know true happiness, the joy
of bringing souls to Christ.

Let us pray earnestly to be so filled
with God’s love that we may whole-
heartedly surrender ourselves to win
others for Him.
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SEVENTEENTH DAY.
The Spirit of Love.

“ The love of God is shed abvoad in our
hearts, by the Holy Ghost, which is given
unto us.”—RomM. v. 5.

“The fruit of the Spivit is love.”—
GAL. v. 22.

HE thought sometimes arises, as
we consider Christ’s love to us,
our love to Christ, our love to the brethren
or to souls around us:—the demand is
too great, it is unattainable, it is im-
possible for a Christian to live this life
of love, and to show it to the brethren
and to needy souls. And because we
deem it impossible, and because of our
unbelief and lack of faith in God’s
promises, we make little progress in this
spirit of love.

We need continually to remind our-
selves that it is not in our own strength,
or even by serious thought that we can
attain to the love of Christ. We must
realize the truth that the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts, and will daily
afresh be poured out by the Spirit of God.
It is only as we are wholly surrendered
to the leading of the Spirit that we will
be able to live according to God’s will.
When the inner life of love is renewed
from day to day we shall feel compelled
to work for souls.

Here is a prayer that you can offer :
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“1 bow my knees unto the Father, that
He would grant you, to be strengthened
with might by His Spirit in the inner
man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts
by faith, that ye, being rooted and grounded
wn love, may know the love of Christ which
passeth knowledge.” You may be rooted
and grounded in this love, and know
the love that passeth knowledge—but
on one condition—you must be strengthened
by the Spivit in the inner man, SO that
Christ may dwell in your heart. Then
you will indeed be rooted and grounded
in love.

Christian, take this message from
God’s Word, and let it influence your
life. Unless you wait upon God daily
on your knees, for His Spirit to be revealed
in your heart, you cannot live in this
love. A life of prayer will make a life
in the love of Christ, in the love of the
brethren, in love to souls, a blessed reality
in your experience.
 Put your confidence each day tn secvet
in the Holy Spirvit—the Spirit of love
which God will give to those who ask in
faith.
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EIGHTEENTH DAY.

Dersevering Prayer.

“ Men ought always to pray, and wnot to
faint.”—LUKE xviii. I.

*“ Continue in prayer.”—RoM. xii. 12.
“ Pray without ceasing.”’—1 THESS.
VL7

[T
NE of the greatest drawbacks to the
life of prayer is the fact that the
answer does not come as speedily as we
expect. We are discouraged by the
thought: “ Perhaps I do mnot pray
aright,”” and so we do not persevere in
prayer. This was a lesson that our Lord
taught often and urgently. If we con-
sider the matter we can see that there
may be a reason for the delay, and the
waiting may bring a blessing to our souls.
Our desire must grow deeper and stronger,
and we must ask with our whole heart.
God puts us into the practising school of
persevering prayer, that our weak faith
may be strengthened. Do believe that
there is a great blessing in the delayed
answer to prayer.
Above all, God would draw us into
ycloser fellowship with Himself. When
our prayers are not answered, we learn
to realize that the fellowship and near-
ness and love of God are more to us than
the answers of our petitions, and we
continue in prayer. What a blessing
Jacob received through the delay in the
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answer to his prayer! He saw God
face to face, and as a prince he had
power with God and prevailed.

Christians, listen to this warning. Be
not impatient or discouraged if the
answer does not come. ‘‘Continue in
prayer.” *‘ Pray without ceasing.”” You
will find it an unspeakable blessing to do
so. You will ask whether your prayer
is really in accordance with the will of
God, and the Word of God. You will
inquire if it is in the right spirit and
in the Name of Christ. Keep on praying,
you will learn that the delay in the
answer to prayer is one of the most
precious means of grace that God can
bestow on you. You will learn too that
those who have persevered often and long
before God, in pleading His promises,
are those who have had the greatest
power with God in prayer.
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NINETEENTH DAY.
The Praver Mdecting.

*“ These all continued with one accord n
prayey and supplication.” ““ And they
weve all filled with the Holy Ghost.”’—
AcCTs i. 14; ii. 4. (See also MATT. xviii.
19, 20.)

REAT is the value of a genuine
prayer meeting. There God’s
children meet together, not as in church,
to listen to one speaker, but to lift up
their hearts unitedly to God. By this
means Christians are drawn closer to
each other. Those who are weak are
strengthened and encouraged by the
testimony of the older and more experi-
enced members, and even young Chris-
tians have the opportunity of telling of
the joy of the Lord.

The prayer meeting may become a
great power for good in a congregation
and a spiritual help to both minister
and members. By means of intercession
God’s blessing is poured out at home and
abroad.

But there are also dangers to be con-
sidered. Many attend, and are edified,
but never learn to pray themselves.
Others go for the sake of social and
religious fervour, and have a form of
godliness, but do not know the hidden
life of prayer. Unless there is much
and earnest prayev in the inner chamber,
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attendance at a prayer meeting may be
a mere form. There should be hearty
love and fellowship between the members.
It is well to ask: What constitutes a
living prayer meeting ?

The leaders should realize how great
the influence of such a meeting may be,
with its roots nourished by the life of
prayer in the inner chamber. Prayer
should include God’s people and His
church all over the world. And above
all, as on the Day of Pentecost, there
must be waiting on God for the filling
with the Holy Spirit.

Dear reader, this little book aims at
helping you in your spiritual life. But
remember, you do not live for yourself
alone, but are part of the Body of Christ.
Your prayer must include in its inter-
cession all Christians. As the roots of
the tree hidden deep in the earth, and
the® branches spread out to heaven, are
one, so the hidden prayer life is in-
separably bound up with united prayer.
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TWENTIETH DAY.

Intercession.

““ Praying at all seasons in the Spivit . . .
i all persevevance and supplication for
all the saints.”—EPH. vi. 18.

HAT an unspeakable blessing there
is in intercession. That one
should pray down heavenly gifts on
himself is a wonder of grace, but that he
should bring down blessings on others
is indeed an inconceivable honour. Will
God indeed make the pouring out of
blessing on others, dependent on our
prayers ? Yes, He makes us His re-
membrancers and fellow-workers. He
has taken us into partnership in His
work ; if we fail in doing our part,
others will suffer, and His work will
suffer unspeakable loss.

God has appointed intercession as one
of the means by which souls shall be
saved, and saints and ministers of the
Gospel edified and built up in the faith.
Even the ends of the earth will receive
life and blessing through our prayers.
Should we not expect God’s children to
strive joyfully and with all their powers,
by means of intercession, to bring down
blessing on the world ?

Christian, begin to use intercession
as a means of grace for yourself and
for others. Pray for your neighbours.
Pray for souls with the definite desire
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that they may be won for Christ. Pray
for your minister, for all ministers and
missionaries. Pray for your country and
people, for rulers and subjects. Pray
for all men. If you surrender yourself
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and
live a life wholly for God, you will realize
that the time spent in prayer is an offer-
ing well-pleasing to God, bringing blessing
to yourself, and power into the lives of
those for whom you pray.

Yes, “ pray always with all prayer and
supplication, watching thereunto with
all perseverance and supplication for
all saints.”” And in so doing you will
learn the lesson that intercession is the
chief means of winning souls, and bringing
glory to God.




TWENTY-FIRST DAY.
Drayer and Fasting.

“ And [esus said, unto them, ° Because
of your unbelief. Howbeit this kind goeth
not out but by prayer amd fasting.” ’—
MATT. xVii. 20, 2I.

UR Lord here teaches us that a life

of faith requires both prayer and

fasting. That is, prayer grasps the power

of heaven, fasting loosens the hold on
earthly pleasure.

Jesus Himself fasted to get strength
to resist the devil. He taught His disciples
that even as with prayer and alms-
giving, fasting should be in secret, and
the Heavenly Father would reward
openly. Abstinence from food, or temper-
ance in taking it, helps to strengthen
the soul for intercourse with God.

Let us learn this great lesson that
abstinence, temperance, and self-denial in
temporal things, is a help to the spiritual
life. After having partaken of a hearty
meal, one does not feel much desire to
pray. To willingly sacrifice our own
pleasure, or bodily enjoyment, and to
subdue the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, will help to set our minds
more fully on heavenly things. The
very exertion needed in overcoming the
desires of the flesh will give us strength
to take hold of God in prayer.

The great lesson is this. Our dullness
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in prayer comes from our fleshly desire
of comfort and ease. “ Those who are
in Christ have crucified the flesh and its
desires.” Prayer is no easy work. It
may easily become a mere form. For
the real practice of prayer, and taking
hold of God, and having communion with
Him, it is necessary that all that can
please the flesh must be sacrificed, and
given over to death.

Beloved Christian, do believe that it
is worth any trouble to deny ourselves
daily, in order to meet the Holy God,
and receive from Him heavenly blessings.
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TWENTY-SECOND DAY.
The Spirit of Prayer.

“The Spivit maketh intercession for the
saints.””—RoM. viii. 27.

"}) RAYER is not our work, but God’s

work, that He works within us
by His almighty power.” As we think
of this, our attitude should be one of
silent expectation that as we pray, the
Holy Spirit may help our infirmities, and
pray within us with groanings that
cannot be uttered.

What a thought! When I feel how
defective my prayer is, when I have no
strength of my own, I may bow in silen ce
before God in the confidence that His
Holy Spirit will teach me to pray. The
Spirit is the Spirit of prayer. It is not
my work, but God’s work in me. My
very desire is a sign that God will hear
me. When God would grant our requests,
He first works the desire in our hearts,
and the Spirit will perfect the work, even
in our weakness. We see this in the
story of Jacob. The same One Who
wrestled with him, and seemed to with-
hold the blessing, was in reality strengthen-
ing him to?continue and to prevail in
prayer. What a% wondrous thought!
Prayer is the work of the Triune God :
the Father, who wakens the desire, and
will give all we need; the Son, who
through His intercession, teaches us to
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pray in His Name ; and the Holy Spirit,
who in secret will strengthen our feeble
desires.

We have spoken of the Spirit of truth
who will glorify Christ in us, and of the
Spirit of love, who will shed this love
abroad in our hearts. And now we have
the Spirit of prayer, through whom our
life may be one of continual prayer.
Thank God. The Spivit has been given
from heaven to dwell in our heavts, and to
teach us to pray.

Christian, listen to the leading of the
Spirit. Obey His voice in all things.
He will make you a man of prayer. You
will then realize the glory of your calling
as intercessor, asking great things of
God for those around you, for the church,
and for the whole heathen world.
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TWENTY-THIRD DAY,
TWholly for Christ,

“ One died for all . . . that they which
live should no longer live unto themselves, but
unto Him who for their sakes died and vose
again.”—2 CoR. v. 14, 15.

ERE we have a threefold life
described. First, the life of the
Christian, who lives according to his old
nature : ke lives for himself alone. The
second : the life of the true Christian ;
he lives wholly for Chyist, Thirdly, the
life of Christ in heaven : He lives wholly
for us.

Many a Christian needs to be convinced
of the folly of living only for himself.
At conversion he thinks more of his own
salvation, and less of the glory of God
and the right that Christ Who has
redeemed us with His precious blood,
has upon him. Many Christians just
live for themselves, content with doing a
little for the Master. Happy the believer
who realizes his high calling, and the
privilege and blessedness of consecrating
His life entirely.to God’s service,

The great hindrance to such a life is
the unbelief which says it is impossible,
But when the truth takes hold of us:
Christ in heaven lives wholly for me,
and will impart His life to me, and will
enable me to live wholly for Him, then we
will be able to say joyfully : Dear Lord
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Jesus, from this moment let my prayer
each day be—Wholly for Christ, Wholly
for Christ.

Dear brother, let nothing less be your
earnest desire, your prayer, and your
firm expectation : Christ has not only
died for me, but lives in heaven to keep
and sanctify me, his purchased possession.
Ponder this wonderful thought, that
Christ will keep you as a member of His
Body, to work and live for Him. Pray
for grace to live wholly for God, in seeking
souls, and in serving His people. Take
time from day to day to be so united to
Christ in the inner man that you can say
with all your heart: I live wholly for
Him, Who gave Himself wholly for me,
and now lives in heaven wholly for me.
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TWENTY-FOURTH DAY.
The Cross of Christ.

“I am crucified with Chvist.”—GAL.
ii. 20.

HE cross of Christ is His greatest
T glory. Because He humbled Him-
self to the death of the cross, thevefore
God hath highly exalted Him. The
cross was the power that conquered
Satan and sin.

The Christian shares with Christ in
the cross. The crucified Christ lives in
him through the Holy Spirit, and the
spirit of the cross inspires him. He
lives as one who has died with Christ.
.As he realizes the power of Christ’s
crucifixion, he lives as one who has died
to the world and to sin, and the power
becomes a reality in his life. It is as
the crucified One that Christ lives in me.

Our Lord said to His disciples : ‘‘ Take
up your cross and follow me.” Did they
understand this ? They had seen men
carrying a cross, and knew what it
meant, a painful death on the cross.
And so all His life Christ bore His cross—.
the death sentence that He should die
for the world. And each Christian must
bear his cross, acknowledging that he is
worthy of death, and believing that he is
crucified with Christ, and that the cruci-
fied One lives in him. “ Our old man is
crucified with Christ.” ““He that is
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Christ’s hath crucified the flesh with all
the lusts thereof.”” When we have
accepted this life of the cross, we will
be able to say with Paul: “ Far be it
from me to glory save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

This is a deep spiritual truth. Think
and pray over it, and the Holy Spirit
will teach you. . Let the disposition of
Christ on the cross, His humility, His
sacrifice of all worldly honour, His Spirit
of self-denial, take possession of you.
The power of His death will work in you,
and you will become like Him in His
death, and you will know Him and the
power of His resurrection. Take time,
O soul, that Christ through His Spirit,
may reveal Himself as the Crucified One.
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TWENTY-FIFTH DAY.
The TWorld.

““ Love mot the world, neither the things
that ave in the world. If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in
him.”—1I JOHN ii. Xv.

OHN teaches us clearly what he

J means by the world. He says:

‘“ All that is in the world, the lust of

the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the

pride of life, is not of the Father, but is
of the world ”’ (1 John ii. 16).

The world is that disposition or power
under which man has fallen through sin.
And the god of this world, in order to
deceive man, conceals himself under the
form of what God has created. The
world with its pleasures surrounds the
Christian each day with temptations.

This was the case with Eve in the
Garden of Eden. We find in Genesis iii.
the three characteristics which John
mentions : 1. The lust of the flesh—
““The woman saw the tree that it was
good forfood.” 2. The lust of the eyes—
“ It was pleasant to the eyes.” 3. The
pride of life—“ A tree to be desired to
make one wise.”” And the world still
comes to us offering desirable food and
much to please the fleshly appetites.
And much that the eye desires, riches
and beauty and luxury. And the pride
of life, when a man imagines he knows
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and understands everything, and prides
himself on it.

Is our life in the world not full of
danger, with the allurements of the flesh,—
so much to occupy our eyes and our
hearts, so much worldly wisdom and
knowledge ?

So John tells us: ‘“ Love not the world,
for then the love of the Father is not in
you.” And our Lord calls us, as He
called His disciples of old, to leave all and
follow Him.

Christian, you live in a dangerous
world. Cleave fast to the Lord Jesus.
As He teaches you to shun the world
and its attractions, your love will go out
to Him in loyal-hearted service. But
remember—There must be daily fellow-
ship with Jesus. His love alone can
expel the love of the world. Take time
to be alone with your Lord.
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TWENTY-SIXTH DAY.
Put on Christ.

“As many of us as have been baptizew
gm‘th Christ, have put on Chrvist.””—GAL.
127

““ Put ye on the Lovd Jesus Christ, and
make not provision fov the flesh, to fulfil
the lusts theveof.”—RoM. xiii. 14.

"T"HE word that is here translated

I “put on,” is the same that is
used in regard to putting on clothes.
We have put on “ the new man,” and
we have the new nature as a garment
that is worn, by means of which all can
see who we are. Paulsays of the Christian
when he has confessed Christ at baptism,
that he has put on Christ. As a man
may be recognized by the garment he
wears, so the Christian is known as one
who has put on Christ, and exhibits
Him in his whole life and character.

And again he says: ‘““Put on the
Lord Jesus.” Not alone at conversion,
but from day to day. As I put on my
clothes each day and am seen in them, so
the Christian must daily put on the Lord
Jesus, so that he no longer lives after the
flesh to fulfil its lusts, but shows forth
the image of his Lord, and the new man
formed in His likeness.

Put on Christ! This work must be
done each day in the inner chamber. I
must put on the Lord, the heavenly
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Jesus. But I need time to put on Christ.
As my garments cover me and protect
me from wind and sun, even SO Christ
Jesus will be my beauty, my defence,
and my joy. As I commune with Him
in prayer, He imparts Himself to me,
and strengthens me to walk as one who
is in Him, and bound to Him for ever.

O soul, take time to meditate on this
wonderful truth. Just as your clothing
is a mnecessity as you go out into the
world, let it be equally indispensable
for you to put on Jesus Christ, to abide
in Him and walk with Him all the day.

You feel that this cannot be done
hastily and superficially. It takes time,
quiet time in living fellowship with Jesus;
to realize that you have put Him on.
Take the time and the trouble. Your
reward will be great.




TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY.

EpH. vi. 10.

we all know. The Christian

Where may strength be

raised Christ from the dead,
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The Strength of the Christian.

“ Finally, my brethven, be strong in the
Lovd, and in the power of His might.”’—

HE Apostle has reached the end of

his Epistle, and begins his last

aivision with the words: ° Finally, my
brethren, be strong in the Lord.”

The Christian needs strength.

strength of his own. This is also true.

Notice the answer: ‘ Be strong in the
Loyd and the power of His might.”’

Paul had spoken of this power in the
earlier part of his Epistle (i. 17-19).
had prayed God to give them the Spirit
that they might know the exceeding
greatness of His power according to the
working of His mighty power, which He
wrought in Christ when He raised Him
from the dead. This is the literal truth :
the exceeding greatness of His powey, which

every believer. In me and in you, my
reader. We hardly believe it, and still
less do we experience it. That is why
Paul prays, and we must pray with him,
that God through His Spirit would teach
us to believe in His almighty power.
Pray with all your heart: Father, grant



me the Spirit of wisdom, that I may
experience this power in my life.

In chapter iii. 16, 17, Paul prays the
Father to grant them, according to the
riches of His glory, to be strengthened
with might by His Spirit in the inner
man, that Christ mlght dwell in their
hearts. And then: “ Now unto Him
that is able to do exceeding abundantly,
above all we ask or think, according %o
the power that worketh in us, unto Him
be glory.”

Read over these two passages again,
and pray for God’s Spirit to enlighten
your eyes. ‘- Believe in the divine power
working within you. Pray that the
Holy Spirit may reveal it to you, and
appropriate the promise that God will
manifest His power in your heart,
supplying all your needs.

Do you not begin to realize that time
is needed, much time in intercourse with
the Father and the Son, if you-would
experience the power of God within you ?
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TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY.
The Whole Mheatrt.

“ With my whole heavt have I sought
Thee.”—Ps. cxix. 10.

N OTICE how often the Psalmist speaks

here of the whole heart. * They
that seek Him with the whole heart ™
(ver. 2). ‘I shall observe Thy law with
my whole heart” (ver. 34). “I will
keep Thy precepts with my whole heart’
(ver. 69). “I cried with my whole
heart” (ver. 145). In seeking God, in
observing His law, in crying for His
help—each time it is with the whole
heart.

When we want to make anything a
success in worldly affairs, we put our
whole heart into it. And is this not
much more necessary in the service of
an holy God? Is He not worthy?
Does not His great holiness, and the
natural aversion of our hearts from God
demand it ? The whole heart is needed
in the service of God when we worship
him in secret.

And yet how little most Christians
think of this. They do not remember
how necessary it is—in prayer, in reading
God’s Word, in striving to do His will—
to say continually: With my whole
heart have I sought Thee. Yes, when we
pray, and when we try to understand
God’s word, and to obey His commands
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let us say: I desire to seek God, to
serve Him and to please Him with my
whole heart.

“ With my whole heart have I sought
Thee.” Dear reader, take this word into
your heart. Think over it. Pray over it.
Speak it out before God until you feel,
I really mean what I say, and I have the
assurance that God will hear my prayer.
Say it each morning as you appreach
God in prayer. I seek Thee with my
whole heart. You will by degrees feel
the need of waiting in holy stillness upon
God, that He may take possession of
your whole heart, and you will learn to
love Him with your whole heart and with
all your strength.




TWENTY-NINTH DAY.

Fn Christ,

“Of God ave ye in Christ Jesus.”-—
1 Cor. i. 30.

HE expression ‘‘in Christ”’ is often
used in the Epistles. The Christian
cannot read God’s Word aright, nor
experience its full power in his life, until
he prayerfully and believingly accepts
this truth : I am in Christ Jesus.

The Lord Jesus in the last night with
His disciples used this word more than
once. ‘‘In that day,”’—when the Spirit
had been poured out, ““ ye shall know that
I am in the Father, and ye ¢n Me.”” And
then follows *“ Abide 2z Me; he that
abideth s» Me beareth much fruit.”
‘“If ye abide in Me, ye shall ask what
ye will, and it shall be done unto you.”
But the Christian cannot appropriate
these promises unless he first prayerfully
accepts the word : in Christ.

Paul expresses the same thought in
Romans. *“ We are buried with Christ.”
“We are dead indeed unto sin, but alive
unto God through, Jesus Chyist our Lord.’

“ There is no condéemnation to them which
are im Christ Jesus.” And in Ephesians :

““ God has blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in Chwist”’; hath chosen us in
Him; hath made us accepted in the
Beloved ; in Him we have redemption.
And in Colossians: ““In Him dwelleth
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all the fulness”; we are ‘ perfect in
Chyist Jesus.” “Walk ye wn Him.”
“ Ye are complete in Him.”

Let our faith take hold of the words:
““It is God that stablisheth us in Christ.”
“Of God I am in Christ Jesus.”” The
Holy Spirit will make it our experience.
Pray earnestly and follow the leading
of the Spirit. The word will take root
in your heart, and you will realize some-
thing of its heavenly power. But re-
member that abiding in Christ is a matter
of the heart. It must be cultivated in
a spirit of love. Only as we take time
from day to day in fellowship with Christ
will the abiding in Christ become a
blessed reality, and the inner man will
be renewed from day to day.
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THIRTIETH DAY.

Christ in me.

“ Know ye mot ... how that [Jesus
Chyist is in you ? ’—2 COR. xiii. 5.

“HE Apostle would have each
T Christian live in the full assurance :
Chvist vs in me. What a difference
it would make in our lives if we could
take time every morning to be filled
with the thought: Christ is in me. 4s
assuvedly as I am im Christ, Chvist 1is
also in me.

In the last night Christ put it clearly
to His disciples, that the Spirit would
teach them : ““ In that day ye shall know
that I am in the Father, and ye in Me,
and I n you.” TFirst of all, Ye in Me.
Through the power of God all we who
believe were crucified with Christ, and
raised again with Him. And as a result:
Christ 1s in us. But this knowledge
does not come easily. Through faith
in God’s Word the Christian accepts it,
and the Holy Spirit will lead us into all
truth. Take time this very day to
realize and appropriate this blessing in
prayer.

How clearly Paul expresses the thought
in the prayer of Ephesians iii. 16: “ That
the Father would grant you according
to the riches of His glory.” Notice that
it is not the ordinary gift of grace, but a
special revelation of "thé riches of His




love and power. That he grant you to
be strengthened with might by His
Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ
may dwell in your hearis by faith. Have
you grasped it? The Christian may
really have the experience of being filled
with the fulness of God.

Dear Christian, Paul said: “I bow
my knees unto the Father.” That is the
only way to obtain the blessing. Take
time in the inner chamber to realize :
Christ dwells in me. Too little have I
experienced this in the past, but I will
cry to God and wait upon Him to perfect
His work in me. Even in the midst of
my daily work, I must look upon my
heart as the dwelling place of the Son of
God, and say: “I am crucified with
Christ, I live no more ; Chwist liveth in me.”
Thus only will Christ's words: ‘“ Abide
in Me, and I in you,” become my daily
experience.
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THIRTY-FIRST DAY.
Christ 18 HIL

“ Chvist is all and in all,”—CoL. iii. II.

N{ the eternal counsel of God, in the
redemption on the cross, as King
on the throne in heaven and on earth,—
Chyvist is all ! In the salvation of sinners,
in their justification and sanctification,
in the upbuilding of Christ’s Body, in the
care for individuals, even the most sinful,
—this word avails, Christ is all. Every
day and every hour, it affords comfort and
strength to the child of God, who accepts
it in faith :—Christ is all.

Have you perhaps thought in reading
these pages that the full salvation here
described is not meant for you? You
feel too weak, too unworthy, too un-
trustworthy. My dear reader, do believe
that if you will only accept the Lord
Jesus in childlike faith, you have a
leader and a guide who will supply
all your need. Believe with your whole
heart in the word of our Saviour: ‘ Lo,
I am with you always,” and you will
experience His presence each day. How-
ever cold and dull your feelings may be,
however sinful you are, meet the Lord
Jesus in secret, and He will reveal Himself
to you. Tell Him how wretched you are,
and then trust Him to help and sustain
you. Wait before Him until by faith
you can rejoice in Him. Read this little
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book over again, and read it with the
thought: Christ is all. I have failed
to remember this, but each day as I
go to secret prayer let this thought be
with me: Christ is all. Let me take
it as my motto,—to teach me to pray,
to strengthen my faith, to give me the
assurance of His love, and access to the
Father, to make me strong for the work
of the day: Christ s all. Yes, Christ,
my Christ, is all I need. It will teach
me to abide in His love. It will give
me the assurance that He dwells in my
heart, and I may know the love that
passes knowledge. God be praised to
all eternity: Christ, my Christ, is my
allin all !
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