XXIII
HE BURDEN WHICH THE PROPHET DID SEE

““What are the great non-Christian religions?’ said a
(riend of mine in my hearing,” wrote Bishop Moule. “And
he answered his own question: ‘Hinduism, Muhammed-
anism, Buddhism—unspiritual Christianity.’”

(r) UNSPIRITUAL CHRISTIANITY
FrRoM time to time the missionaries of South India asked

the seer who was among them to write what he saw, for
they knew he would write faithfully. A paper prepared for
the missionary Conference of 1902 told something of the
burden the prophet did see. The subject was, Spiritual

life in the Indian Church.

We have heard a great deal lately, on account of the statis-
tics tabulated in the recent Census Report, about the steady
increase in the number of Indian Christians. Prophets have been
busy telling us, basing their predictions on purely arithmetical
progress, that within a stated period all the population of this
country will be nominally Christian. Possibly there are fallacies
in this mode of reasoning, for it makes no difference between
class and class, but assumes that those more difficult of access
will be evangelized at the same rate as the others. However,
this may be, thank God we have amongst us seers as well as
prophets, men who consider quality as of more account than
quantity. It is felt, and strongly felt, that the real influence of
the Indian Chuych is in_direct proportion to the depth of ifs
spiritual life; and that while we may possibly win adherents by
an imposing show of numbers or by a vast missionary machinery
of schools, congregations, and agencies, we can only win true
converts by the power of the Holy Ghost working in and through
the lives of sanctified believers, It is a widely recognized fact,
therefore, that this is essentially the age of consolidation,
wherein the Christian Church in India must set her house in
order and pay special attention to the spiritual condition of her
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e latistics of our Missionary Reports are Christians

i i fie

§ mame only? And is it not a fact that many of our congre-
Mlons are stagnant, dead, lifeless? Nay, more, is it not true

fhit there are those (and are they very few in number?) among
Wiir mission workers as to whose true conversion to God we

‘sntertain the greatest doubts?

This is not said by way of criticism. It is rather the outcome

‘ol bitter experience and sorrowful conviction. Would that all
‘the Lord’s people were prophets. Would that all our mission

rkers were true servants of the living God. Would that eve
hristian congregation in this land were endued with real li
nd power. The Lord hasten it in His time. But, meanwhile,
it is ours to deal with the actualities of the present.
A few days ago a letter reached me from a friend who loves
the people, and is anxious for the welfare of the Church. He
writes in reference to a certain part of the Tinnevelly district,
“The congregations round here are in a deplorable condition.
I fear that there will be still further relapses.” Whilst I am
typewriting these words, a Pastor has come to see me on busi-
ness. I asked him about the state of the Christians in the double
Pastorate for which he is responsible. In reply, he names four
congregations (out of the score or so where he has workers
placed) where there is a little real life, but he shakes his head
about the rest. Possibly I may be told that these instances
are far from being typical. Thank God if they are not. I merely
give them because they come to hand. So far as our own district
is concerned, a tolerably close association with the village
congregations during the last few years has opened my eyes
to many things, and I do not hesitate to say that here, at least,
true spiritual life is lamentably low—I write it with much sor-
row of heart; worldliness, Sabbath-breaking, the caste spirit,
marriage irregularities (with the consequent excommunications)
are widely prevalent. There is no room for boasting; there is
amdble cause for weeping: for “‘many walk of whom I lell you even
cebine . thal they are the enemies of the Cross of Christ.”” Small

wonder, then, that so little impression 1s made on the non-Christian

world_around us.
1 know not what may be the experience of those who hear this

paper read. Most sincerely do I trust that it may have been
infinitely brighter than my own. But of one thing I am sure,
namely, that it will be generally agreed that there is abundant
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cause for self-humiliation on our when we look under the
surface and view thi they r are. Let us praise God
or every token of life, wherever seen, an by all means let us

expect great things in the future. But, at the same time, do
not let us shut our eyes to the facts of the present, whatever

they may be, or be content with superficial views. Christ
said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they

might have it more abundantly.” Let us be content with

nothing less than that in our churches: eternal life, and life
more abundant,

There may be zeal for Christianity, without there being
spiritual life. There may be liberality in giving, and yet no life,
Ihere may be church-going. and lyric-singi and -
preaching, and all the time no life. Lef us confess it on our knees
before the living God—uwe have been 100 much occupied with outward
organization and missi routine; we have not sousht for ou
Indian brethren, as we should, a Spirit of life om God: we
not loved them, wept over them, wrestled in praver for them as we
ought to have done. Lord, we blame ourselves to-d
verily guilty, we missionaries, before Thee in this thing. Qur
strength has often been expended over the externals of our work;
and_we have failed to attain, in any adequate degree, the main
object of our mission, that immortal souls might have life. a
they might have it more abundantly. From this timme help us all
to make a fresh start. And O Spirit of life, breathe upon our con-

egations, Breathe wpon these slain. that may live. *

To avoid misunderstanding, let me say quite clearly that I
am not seeking to paint a sombre picture in the darkest colours
possible. I believe that there are vast potentialities for good in
the Indian Church. I am sure that God has many true children
in this great Empire, and that we have many reasons for en-
couragement. It is my firm conviction that better times are
before us, and that we may expect to see God's power and glory

in this land. But, as a prelude to all this, we must lay us in the
t before Him; we must acknowledee wi true contriti
that much of our work is stamped with failure; we must reali
till the conviction overpowers us, that our congregations, on
hole, are sadly devoid of Divine life and wer: and we

must be ready, as God shows the way, to put away from our

.-H
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jssions every hindering thing; and, even though 1 a

i just our work.
tation. to purge and read
bes ol s dia is Satan’s chosen battle-ground. Here he

nched himself behind ancient philusc?phles and the
lt:la:i;wznrirse of caste prejudice. "er shall nevei::flm g;’il;nghg?;:
the Brahmans and more intelligent cla.sse..s ef’sk]‘ s
B e mad e e i

] ca ertil

Ef&_;ia;lzf);iléfnlf:i:g w:;;r to flow over tl‘_xe dry gc;;md ar:}:;gﬁgl
us. And, alas, the Indian Church to-day is all too a;n:gr; JM
to pour forth rivers of blessinlg on the wlldemesls outside.
us acknowledge it: let us realize it; b

deal with it.

(2) Tue CAUSES OF WEAKNESS.

is it which is hindering the influx of God’s power into

the Chf.lrch of India to-day?thWn:;e :z;r;?ge ;{;ngi‘elglig?:::i
1 i ia, with a
Zﬁﬁ:um}:hiﬁﬁ?t Illlftlze see so little spiritual life and er{erg?
These are questions which every mis.sinn_ary nug{l;':tt to alf]: 1:;1 . iﬁ
secret chamber, with a loyal determination to 3; ;thiuctant .
of God when He Himself reveals the t_ruth. I feel re —
n others the facts which I believe Fie has_pt:esse. up

Elrezzl?p?or circumstances differ in the various Missions; mﬂrei
avj;r :;. dread of appearing to dogmatize comes m};er mi a:ri-_
writé. These words will probably come to manjil W ::)sle tehil:lk :
ence and judgment are riper than my own. An h'yﬁ Wl
ought to state, in all humility, t!‘lE convictions w 1Ic5h 51 i
borne in strongly on my own mind. In +domg S0, e
being practical, for many brm.:hures which I ha:e aliaaou s
subjects have struck me as being largely theoretical. Qur need,

surely. is to discover actual hindrances, and to deal with them
h&wm_#

- ID ﬂﬂzﬁ;l Unspiritual Agency.—1 do not like the wurd‘ :'3ge1‘t:1ts,: ‘
but- iT 1s the one orﬁnan%y in vogue among us. 4 Wor Ezii-
would be better. When, moreover, I use tfﬁle terrp an :i-lnstpthe
tual Agency,” I do not for one moment wish to imply tha

1551 der that denomination.
nev of our Missions comes un :
EE??IEGE:J%E fnfbid. But is it not true that there are workers in

* We have not wrestled in prayer for them: by that word he did not mean what is

sometimes called “wrestling with God.” What he did mean was a wrestle with
all that hindered prayer.

= [ 1 o
every Mission over whom we dare not write the words “co ;r
verted,” “‘spiritual,” ‘“‘godly”? Are men and women nev
¢ ]
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a )
wiplfﬂieggt:m?m; : work, as to whose spiritual qualificati g
Nt o ldm fide guarantee? Are we never influenc
Wi a\:;r would call “the exigencies of the case’
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e iI;;E on_Divine wf.risdom and guidance, to kee |
orthy, and to admit only those who, after fair

enquiry, piri
seem to be spiritual men and women? Surely not

We have a serious r ibili
esponsibili i -
ourselves of it. ponsibility to discharge, and we cannot rid

Of course, we shall make mistakes. Of course, we shall some-

times b i i
=1 e_df:;eiﬁed. But are wta doing all we can to weed out from
our Missio ose who can give no evidence, even after patient

e EE11 . li;;ﬁm%h?ng_ tntkeep out of the work every
: : s 18 not a matter, let it b
n 1 f .

. a;zci:tw:;sg down the Kingdom of God. It is not a qurégttfﬂ(:; ﬂ:
s Jesﬁsng.}tln to, or gxcluding them from, the salvation of n:;r
el wnrke?;t"r;;i ﬂply and solely a question of appointing
o o : ];ﬂng so, we may surely take firm ground

; ) appointed to such a it :
:2113:: g;t ve ciea:F evidence of true conversion to Gm;) 531:;!1 Wha.{i
gaiwn ance w1th+ Chl:lﬂlt. Lhe blind cannot lead the EJF:d
cyzﬁm : er may}b_e their ability in teaching or in speaking. The é af
ing life into our schools and c 1 : =
1 ations. g
iz:v:ﬁ ;:f ix ;r;;enced the power of God's salvation ?:;z'ﬂ iiij: fm
s to deliverance from sin. I'n the cas 551
! : . e of M
; ;;;;msﬁyhgtmsﬁam whether we have any right);a ;:zf:ﬂ:ﬂw; fﬁ&::,
hESitatenf il “a i:luf}:n Tktg risks involved are too great Wg s:zulg
: v portant journey, to trust o :
- urselve
Eg:;l:lg: gi a: ;mn who couvld not state positively, and gisv:sutie
2 e truth of his statement, that he knew the w :

i i;prepate, also, the idea that a lower standard of s 4

o ;]w s c?tmn may Lbe E}ccepted in the case of schoalmasfélr"k

gl ¢ T:anr_gaa-. Mission in which teachers of schools and co‘lgt

not, in the current terminology, included under i:h+e:w

Mead of Spiritual Agents.
ing of the young is, to say the least, as vitally important as that

of their elders.
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But surely the conversion and train-

It is my firm conviction that every converted worker is 2
other

ntre of life, in greater ot less degree; and that, on the

hd. every unconverted ent is a hindrance and a bane. It
is our bounden duty to rise superior to considerations of con-
venience and expediency. This is no case for making the best of
the material at our disposal, or for conforming with the practices
of other Missions. i ‘s this: is it a fact, or 1S it
wot, that only spiritual men are able 10 40 5t iritual work? 1f it be,
then it seems to me that our

uty 1s plain and obvious. We

ought at once, with prayer and care, to set about the work of
weeding our Missions of those who cannot give something like
clear evidence of a New Birth in Christ Jesus. Of course this
means trouble, and the reduction, perhaps, of a good deal of our
work. Let every man and woman now employed have a full
and fair opportunity of proving by their profession and their
life that they are God's true children. If they cannot, after
patient trial, they ought to go, no matter what trouble be
involved. Let no worker be engaged in future who cannot give
clear proof of regeneration by God's Holy Spirit.

I repeat it, we shall make mistakes; but, if we prayerfully
and carefully set about the task, we shall at least be divinely
helped in removing some who are holding back blessing by their
love of money and their worldly-mindedness, and whose work is
one long failure because they have never passed from death unto

life. Many of our schools and congre ations are like Lazarus
workers are like

dead within the tomb; and, alas! many of our
the stones which shut them in. Does not the Voice of Him Who

s the Resurrection and the Life, call to us all to-day, ‘‘Take ye
away the stone”’? Inmany cases the people themselves can give
us proof that their agent is not a man of God. I believe that a
little careful observation of the lives of our workers and a little
closer mingling with the members of their congregations will

throw light upon our path of duty.
Is this too high a standard? Surely not. I have taken the
one and all, ought to b

lower ground, that Mission workers, a ,_oug e
truly converted men and women. But our Master has raised a
- oher standard. He points to he re-requisite for fruit

service, OVer and beyond a true regeneration, the B@tism of
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e Holy Ghost. We need
new _heart, but also
2 ' fro igh.”
oved brethren in the Lord and in Hi ]

n the 15 work, h 101

gctc:d too much on utilitarian principles? Have we n;vi.aal?refn \
eviated sadly from the lines laid down in the Ac'ts  the

ot o
e until y

workers? Can we say honestly before God to-day, that

believe all our workers to be, beyond all doubt, converted men‘

and women? God keep us from loweri His standard and fr

?:fw; i::i ; r:ml;-;;j .Ez;s: the in nite value of immortal souls.
:;;:::giuzd i ﬂ;ﬂﬁ:’:ﬁ s:: -L z'.f: Ci:f:;.‘ E'?:zi ﬁ: ﬁzm;fﬂjjﬁ
k::fi:; :ﬂ; Hﬁh::: t;idcsf’mAi‘:r u: k:rﬁﬂd;? hﬁds‘s 7 tzf .
Purposes in giving room to unconverted workers
i?if;;?;}ﬂrt%niensc;luge gﬂ;’; ﬂ;ﬂ;ﬁﬁf‘;faﬁz‘?ﬁﬁDiﬁl:::r},nizri??r:
tongue shall sinjg alo;;l ju'f}'?ﬁlyiﬁtgfmn;gesssa&mﬁm: e

-taliénAtiiégmw Presentation ﬂ‘: the Gospel.—Unless I am mis-
which' L aretg'rave etects in the character of the preachin
v il1r1;§1r1 111; gmn}r of our cpurches. People are taugh%
o beleve I nﬂteal rd Jesus Christ in order to obtain salvation
i ot :e: ;hclear statement made as to what such'
ni umhbersa_lixﬂf fvely : € consequence is that you will meet
T beailins '.tzho w:ll tell you, and with evident sin-
unaﬂe’cted : ey = eve in Christ, whose lives are yet practically
Lt V su hehe‘f. Careful observation has convinced
of us that at least in our own congregations the dﬂctrize

of repentance is little preached, and at the best very feebly

emphasized. In some cases, tho

geuera;:li:f::lara}iun that sin must Izleg 1;0:31:111‘:“ n:;?s!reb?s Euss?tl::r?gf

denunciation of specific sins. I have km:-wn’

]t}l:;:r&x:q;e]i :.rh-:u had never realized that it wa:‘:s:*lc::?;e; 2?::11

i themzzr on Sundays, until it was definitely arraigned

e HE} sin. Scores a_uf village Christians (I wonder

ey ;r is Cﬂﬂﬁ!.:lﬁd to villages) will be found who think

g rm in telling lies occasionally. Even intellicent
ave told us that, though they tell lies every day, lfhgy

Apostles? Have we never “‘used lightness” in the chn?ée Iu

2 us tu )
afresh the tremendous cost o C}:rﬁ;:raﬁﬂw to Calvary, and learn

tion. Let us vealize, in
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lways confess them before going to bed, and obtain Divine
spiveness. I venture to think that some, who may not have
won thrown into close contact with the ordinary daily life of

‘Willage Christians (and again I wonder whether town congrega-

Hons are always better and wiser), would be surprised at the

general ignorance which exists as to the very fundamentals of
‘the Gospel. It is a common thing to meet people who seem

allv unaware of the fact that repentance and the forsakin
sin is absolutely essential to salvation. They rest upon their

profession of Christianity to take them somehow or other to
heaven at last. Their argument is: “We are not heathen. We
believe that Christ died on Calvary. Does not the Bible say,

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved? That
is enough for us. Let us alone, and do not teach new doctrines
about the need of repentance and holiness. God is merciful.
It will be all right at last.”” Thus our churches are filled with
Antinomian doctrines, and with a dead faith that cannot save.
I have known Tamil catechists and schoolmasters, during the
course of a Special Mission, set to work to undermine the teach-
ing of repentance by telling the people behind our backs: “This
s new doctrine: who can bear it? how can it be possible for any
man to live without telling lies sometimes? and as for forsaking
the loveof the world, thatisa preposterous demand.’’ Thiscovert
opposition has been met with not once or twice, but again and
again. It seems clear to me, therefore, that there is something
altogether wrong in many of our congregations, and that a
clear clarion blast of repentance must be sounded throughout
the length and breadth of the Indian Church. It was the message|
of the Baptist, “Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
It was the message of the Christ Himself, “Repent, and believe
the Gospel.” The terms of His commission to the Church are
equally emphatic. “Repentance and remission of sins must be
preached among all nations.” I believe that in order to true
spiritual life in the Indian Church three simple facts must b
pressed home upon the people with the reiteration of infense|

earnestness:
(a) Sin of every kind must be con essed_and forsakei.
(b) ation means deliverance from the '

(c) Thetrue Christian must livea holy life (holy in A
It is obvious, of course, that unconverted workers cannot,

dare not, preach these doctrines with any emphasis upon their
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truth. Their life before their people is too palpably inconsistent
to allow it; and this, I take it, is one of the reasons why, in many
places, these facts are conspicuously absent from the preaching,

B til our people realize that the very essence of the Gospel
is good tidings of deliverance from sin. ave and from all sin, we
shall never see a high tide of spiritual life. And until practical
holiness is more conspicuous among us, we shall never convince
the Hindu and Muhammedan that the Gospel of Christ is ““the

power of God unto salvation.”

3. A sad lack of Personal Faﬂmrshig with God.—Here the
average Indian Christian is at a disadvantage which we Euro-
peans and Americans fail adequately to understand. The poor,
especially, experience difficulties in finding o ortunities for

private devotions, of which we know practically nothing. Life,
in the vast majority of Indian homes, is lived in the laring light
of publicity. We, for our part, can retire to our own secret
chamber, and shut and bolt our door. But multitudes of our
people have no such private room: and from morning till night
they live more or less in public, at least as regards the other
inmates of their home. In these circumstances, their private
devotions are carried on under the greatest possible difficulties.
We can see at once, therefore, that only the more earnest will
. persist in them, seeking a retired spot in the fields or under some
tree when they cannot secure privacy indoors. In many houses
a sort of formal ““Family Prayers” is made to do duty for private
devotions. I feel sure that a careful canvass of the members of
our congregations would reveal the fact that a very small
roportion of them really begin and end the day with bon e
rivate prayer and Bible-reading. If we were to deduct from
these the number of those whose devotions are formal and per-
functory, I fear the proportion of the remainder to the whole
would be grievously small. Again and again have we found that
true conversion is followed by the necessity of facing practical
difficulties such as these. In the East, public functions often
take the place of private exercises. Many Christians in India
who attend three or four or even five services or meetings on
Sunday, do not spend half an hour alone with God. Add to this
the fact that very many cannot read at all, and the further fact
that comparatively few who can read know how to study
the Word of God systematically and to profit, and is there any
wonder that spiritual life is not more healthy and robust? No
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one can be a strong and vigorous Christian who does not hol
real and continual personal inter od. Truly, u:l:riur
ndian brethren need our warm symPath}r in the pecd ar
difficulties under which they labour in this Fespect; a,n.d nee+t -::-1;1{'
loving and persistent counsel in encouraging them, in 5@_:@1
the difficulties, to follow a practice so essential to their spiri
hfi The Prevalence of Unholy Custo .—_Therfa‘ is a slavish
adherence to custom in many quarters, which Tlht%t?sllglni?r-
fully against the development of thf: Church’s spirit ﬁz.
I would mention, first of all, as the fruitful source of many e::r_ 3
and the parent of many questionable practices, the active
existence of the caste spirit. In many places +1t keeps Chnstla;n
apart from fellow Christian. It regulates marriage arrangz:r;lensi
to such a fatal extent that it is regarded by multitudes as almo
a crime, not only to marry out of caste (as the} \?{Eﬂd exfpress;e%
it), but even to transgress the mmute_ SHb—dl}’lSlDHS 0 i&;ﬁ e;
and, in Tinnevelly at least, inter—msfrna.ges W}th the heaf En;i
which means, surely, a practical denial of Christ, are pre ie-.rre:f
by some to the slightest deviation fr_-::m thft tyrannmal;u ;;:.5 E
caste. Under such conditions, spintual‘ life cannc-t‘ e high.
The number of excommunications due directly to this cause 1s
i le every year. 5
mﬁgﬁgﬁ debt,gsst;, to be a sad hindrance to sp_untual progress,
alike amoné?l.{é workers and the n}embers of their mngreiatmnst.
Spending beyond their income is not _regarded, by t ex;iriass
majority, as contrary to the rule of thst; and Romans ; tllqis
is treated, largely, as devoid of meaning. Thus the cares 1(: i
world and the deceitfulness of riches noW, as ever, cho et
Word, and it becometh unfruitful. Is it not true that custom,
rather than the Bible, rules the amount of the E:--:[:-encht111?1 on
marriage occasions, to take a concrete example, and }:ahsuc: alrex
extent that many incur debts on account thereof whic CHEP ;
them for life as regards spiritual prﬁgres;s? And what abou
ies and excessive jewellery:
mg;llalt?:tsh?l?lgkigg, too, prevents the _blessing of God from
descending on many of our congregations. In the pglhﬁyra
districts we have noticed again and again that when the p hjrra
season comes round, men and women, who seernfed to havfd EEE
really stirred and to have starteq out on a new life, getht:ﬂL ag's
dead again. The reason is that time and strength on the Lor
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?ns::y are given to tree-climbing and juice-boiling, and the soyl!
erests _are_neglected. Until this matter is faced in the spiri
of true fglth in God, and His command honoured, I fear we s ‘-1
see nothing .hl-:e the vigorous Christian life whi-::h’nught to e ; i
And what is true of the palmyra districts is true to
?.xtent at least, mutatis mutandis J ol
in such matters is pleaded, t
will and word.

The observance of “lucky months,” even when 2
1S icious occasions for marria es; the :
g Christian widows, even the widows of gMij'ssidn"
off absenting themselves from God’s house for a certain
of weeks after the death of their husbands; these and a

are not regarded, as ausp
practice amon
workers,
number

hundred other superstitious uhservanges which are

at least in many places, show that custom is all-
numb_ers of those who name the Name of Ch
stanc'llu?g witness to the feebleness of faith a
[of spiritual life. I feel sure that we
cal matters of this sort if we wo
f rd m mf_ested in our midst unhindered. These evils must be
aced, not 1n the spirit of harsh condemnation, but with th
loving heart of those who would take their weak'er brethren b :
thg hand and lead them on to better things. It should be " d
quite clear, however, that they are contrary to the wﬁ:éau{;

God and opposed to the whole t
forsaken if men would so walli ;nﬂr s cospel, and must be

to please God. Many of ¢
o-called customs ave tr ; L0 Laese
w 3

nd the low level
shall have to dea] with
uld see God’s power and

b them Pbac.k rom the life and liberty of Christ
5. The Evil o neial De :
alread},r,_ and so only the briefest
to a subject which demands full a
quite well the difficulties with which it bri
ult ristles. The
of many of our Christians is a fact beyond dispute, Anlfic;:t 1{

seems clear, on careful consideration, that financial dependence
u on others is to a large de ree detrimental to real spiri

e ns-?.;: e;ChIt'llstla S to lean the arm of flesh instead
oLds Lrectly upon God. How many eyes in India are
0oking to the Mission, which ought to be turned, in living faith
Fo the Hills, from whence cometh their help. Hﬂ;v much ine; ;
is mlysed hecajuse foreign subsidies obviate the necessit %Yf
its active expenditure. I am not ignorant of the fact thatythe

¢e.—This paper is too long
possible allusion can be made
nd separate treatment. I know

, of other districts, “Custom™
o the disregard of God’s holy

in vogue, 1
-powerful with
rist, and are a
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Indian Church is becoming more and more alive to the duty of
self-support. But is it not true that the power of the rupee in

- gur_Indian Missions has sometimes been more strongly felt

than the power of the Holy Ghost? And is it not a fact that,

compared with some other countries, we are behindhand as
regards progress toward financial independence? From personal
experience I do not hesitate to say that our most living congre-
gations are those which have received the least financial aid;
and the converse is also true. It was the churches of Macedonia,
Philippi, and Thessalonica, remarkable for their glad readiness
in giving, which showed so vigorous a spiritual life, and cheered
and rejoiced the heart of the Apostle Paul.

We missionaries must largely bear the blame in this matter.
One of our great missionary societies has humbly and truly said,
We have made a mistake in India. Have we not all made mis-
takes in this? I have a vivid recollection of hearing a speech
delivered by an able Tamil clergyman at a large missionary
meeting in your own Madras, in which he said (the vast audience
cheered the words to the echo), “We are told we are not
as independent as we ought to be. True! we are spoiled children.
But who has made us so? The missionary societies have brought
us up as spoiled children, and what can we do?” Doubtless
there was an element of facetiousness present in the speaker’s
mind and words; but the remark was true enough to send at
least one of his hearers home thinking.

time ome hrow Indian Brethr
more and more, in dependence upon God, on their own resources.
They are beginning, some of them, to realize this for themselves.
Let us, then, help them to help themselves. It may mean self-
denial on our part, though it sounds very paradoxical to say
so, to stand out of their way and let them open their purse-
strings. It may require patient and persistent refusal to meet
what seems like obvious needs, in order that they may have the
privilege of meeting them. It may mean less authority and more

trouble for us. However that may be, I feel quite confident that the

more congregations are thrown wpon theiy own resources, the stronger
will be their Christianity and the healthier their spiritual life.

The past may have left us legacies which have to be faced
patiently (we never make mistakes without suffering for it), and
dealt with gradually. All we are concerned with now is seeking

to realize the fact that financial dependence is a grave hindrance
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iritual life and the realization to aim forthwith a
Sound remedies, God in_His Merc forgive us whereinsoe er
We have taught the Christians of India to look, in an measurg,
2US or to our Mission funds instead of looking s aight to
Him,

(3) Pracricar REMEDIES.
The Course to be Adopted —We have thus noticed some of the
Causes which make against the development of spiritual life in |
the Indian Church, The list enumerated is far from being |
exhaustive, and other sources of weakness will doubtless suggest |
themselves to all. | have only dwelt Upon some topics with |

of partial repetition, in a Very practical shape the Practical
remedies which are available to practical men,

(@) Since the unspiritual part of our missiﬂnar}r agency is a
hindrance to the highest welfare of our people, steps should b
taken, as carefully and prayerfully as You like, byt uite

urageously, to dispense with the services of those concern;
whose spiritual character we have serious doubt. Bettey pay them

a npay them to stay.
should be exerci HIOTEOVer, not to admit pew - Evensong.
ho can ive clear evidence that the have passed

reller.
: i - . 3 ' . ; elcomed the trave
from death unto life, and are living according to their profes- The mountain that w

sion. Do not vote the thing “Iimpracticable,” It means taking

while, for the issues involved are vast and far-reaching, Any-
how I claim that, in the light of God's Word, we have no option
in the matter, W have no right 1o adopt any othey course,

(6) Since, in many of our congregations, the doctrine of
Lepentance unto the remission of sins is not clearly taught ang
strongly emphasized, Special efforts should be made, in each
Misei : ; :

in every town and village containing Christians, Let men of
approved spiritual character, who haye themselves €xperienced




And he went out

The path, bordered

: by tamarind trees—
into the light.
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the power of Christ to save from sin, be set apart, for a time
at least, to blow the trumpet of rcpentance; and, beyond that,
to set before the people the real meaning of God's great salvation,
with the life of holiness to which it leads through the power of
the Holy Ghost, In this connection, let specific sins be indicated,
and unholy customs held up to the light of truth. In the case of
neighbouring Missions, united efforts of this sort might be set
on foot, for unity is strength. The proposal, it will be seen, is
tantamount to something like a special mission, general, even if
not simultaneous,

(¢) Let continual stress be laid on the vital importance of
private prayer and Bible-readin morning and evening. In
many congregations, adults and young people who are unable
to read should be urged to attend night-schools or classes formed,
according to convenience, for their special benefit. Where
classes are impossible, individuals at least should be taught to
read their Bibles, and the help of Christian men and women
should be enlisted in this work. We have known women past
middle life who have thus learned to read God’s Word after their
conversion. Instruction and help should be given to our people
in the matter of systematic Bible study, and to this end occa-
sional Bible Schools for workers and others, conducted by suit-
able leaders, would be found of great advantage. It is only the
few who derive real help and teaching every day from the read-
ing of God’s Word. One word of caution is here needed; such
Bible Schools should not aim at a sort of dissection of the Bible,
but at indicating lines of study calculated to produce spiritual
profit.* :

Let it be remembered, in all this, that the subject to be pro-
moted is daily fellowship with God for workers and for people,
We should not think it a point of superfluous detail, either, to
show men that they may find a secret chamber in the rice-ficlds
or under the tamarind or margosa tree, if they cannot find a
quiet corner in their homes, It is often the practical details in

which help and counsel are required. [t s practical godliness
in_every detail which needs enforcing in our teaching in India

to-day. It is possible to sit down and read holiness books, and to
enjoy high spiritual doctrines, and vel to be cilpably neglizent in
the details of everyday Christian life.
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(@) Conferences or conventions for workers should be ,
periodically; not too frequently, but often enough to cuan

inst st ation.

ment, and the dead level a]l around them,
ciate their needs and enter into their trials,

(¢) Steps should be taken, in every Mission, to throw Indian
Christians, financially, upon their OWn_responsibility. But [
must close. How miserably inadequate, after all, must seem

this treatment of so great a subject. In the very allusion to
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In this the various Missions might lend eq

existing evils, too, it is so difficult not to seem unloving

itself. If our Indian brethren drink, and drink deeply, of the
Living Water, then beyond all doubt, out of them shall flow
rivers of living water, and the whole land will feel its power. God

As for us, fellow workers of South India, shall we not humble
ourselves for our many, many failures? Do you not feel with

me that the times of refreshing which we desiderate for the
Native Church must Eegm w1tﬁ us, the missionary body? We
Strivy

have not vet resisted unto bloo ainst sin. We have not

¢ Father, The
Him search us, and

vet, to any adequate extent, offered up prayers and supplications

with Strong crying and tears on beﬁaﬁ.{ of those committed to oy

care. We have not yet paid the cost of the tide of bﬁassing which we
to see

. We have not vet clatmed our full shire in the promise

ood Lord, in His mercy, begin with us. et
cleanse us, and £l us_with His power. Are

we humble enough?

Are we willing enough? Are we unworldly
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guough? Are we loving enough? Are we holy enough? Are we in

gh? Are we obedient enough? .
mfrig ﬁzusaid unto me, Son of Man, can these bones live?
Thou knowest.
d, O Lord God, . +
MEMI an};hsgwﬂegfd of the Lord came unto me, saying. .. This Isi;a]é
come to pass, if yve will diligently obey the voice of the Lor

your God.




