
  

"But they that WAIT upon the Lord  

shall mount up with WINGS  

as eagles..."                 Isaiah 40:31 
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With the Lordôs help,  

this book was compiled and written in 2010 

as the product of a small Christian schoolôs effort  

to prepare and send forth its young graduates  

into Godôs world - for His glory. 



3  



4 

 

 

 

 

Dedication 

 
This book is dedicated to 

all young people 

who stretch their wings  

in Godôs Wind 

to mount up and fly high 

with Jesus. 

 

It is also dedicated to  

all parents who labour and pray  

to see their children grow,  

leave their nest  

and mount up  

with wings like eagles  

- to Godôs glory. 
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Foreword 

 
It is a great joy to see young people leave the nest  

of their parentsô home and of their school.  Our earnest  

prayer is that they may not just leave the nest, but mount up and fly high 

with the Lord Jesus! 

 

The purpose of this book is to help us to 

¶ see our high calling in Christ,  

¶ wait upon the Lord,  

¶ spread our wings in His will,  

¶ mount up on wings like eagles, and  

¶ live the beautiful, victorious, glorious, heavenly life of Christ         

- on earth. 

 

May the Lord help us to read it, to understand it, to apply it and to live out 

the lessons we trust Heôll teach us through it - for His glory. 

 

It is time to hear and to respond to Godôs call to the Heavenlies... 
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On Eagleôs Wings 

 
      Mounting up with wings as eagles, 

            Waiting on the Lord we rise; 

       Strength receiving, life renewing, 

            How our spirit heavenward flies! 

       Then our springing feet returning 

            To the pathway of the saint, 

       We shall run and not grow weary, 

            We shall walk and never faint. 

 

       Oh, we need these heights of rapture 

            Where we mount on eaglesô wings; 

       Then returning to lifeôs duties, 

            All our heart exultant springs. 

       This our every burden lightens 

            Till, with sweet divine constraint, 

       We can run and not be weary, 

            We can walk and never faint. 

 
                                                A.B. Simpson 
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Call to the Heavenlies 

 
 

ñCome up hereéò (Rev 4:1) 

 

ñthe...upward call of God in Christ Jesusò (Phil 3:14;ESV) 

 

ñGod in Christ Jesus is calling us upwardéò (Phil 3:14:AMP) 

 

ñThe woman was given the two wings of a great eagle,  

so that she might fly to the place prepared for heréò (Rev 12:14) 

 

 

The call of the Fish Eagle is known by many as ñthe call of Africa.ò  It 

echoes through our soul when we hear it.  It wakes us up, it calls us away, 

it calls us upwardsé!  In fact, whenever that call comes from the sky and 

reaches our ears, we instinctively look up to see where the eagle is.  When 

we spot it, we look with wonder and admiration and even with longing, 

seeing how majestically, freely and gloriously it flies high in the sky. 

 

This is a picture of the life God wants us to live!  He says: ñBut they that 

wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 

wings as eagles...ò (Isaiah 40:31;KJV); ñthey fly away as an eagle toward 

heavenéò (Proverbs 23:5;KJV). 

 

God is calling us to heaven!  He is calling us to live the heavenly life 

on earth (Matthew 6:10).  He is calling us to holiness.  He is calling us 

to Himself.  He is calling us upwards.  He is calling us to be in Christ 

ñin the heavenly placesò (Ephesians 1:20), ñfar above all principality, 

and power, and might, and dominion, and every nameéò (1:21); far 

above the sins of the flesh, the sins of the eyes, the sins of the soulé; far 

above the worldlyé; far above the mediocreé; far above the merely hu-

man (and the ñhumaneò)é; far above the ñselfòé 
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He is calling us to live a holy life in a sinful world, a spiritual life in a 

fleshly society, a victorious life in a sin and self-dominated world, a di-

vine life (His life) in a human settingðto His glory! 

 

He is calling us ñto mount upò to a higher life, a life on the highest 

plane, which is a life on His plane, a life in Him.  This means it is a life in 

and through His love, His holiness, His grace, His power, ...His life!   

 

He is calling us to live His life and do His will ñon earth as it is in 

heavenò (Matthew 6:10), in other words, to live the Heavenly Life.  He in 

us will work it.   

 

He is calling us to live the ascended life!  The ascended life is HIS Life!  

After His death on the Cross and His resurrection from the grave, ñHe 

ascended up on highò (Eph 4:8). He ñascended higher than all the heav-

enséò (Eph 4:10).  Oh, may we live this Ascended Life!  May we be in 

Him and live His Life on earthðfor His glory! 

 

In the book ñIn Heavenly Places,ò A.B. Simpson said that ñthe force that 

carries us is beyond us; (it is) not our life, but Christôs.  It is ever there 

and ever the same, whether we use it or not.  It is as easy for it to lift us 

up to the heights of heaven as to carry us on the even places of lifeé All 

we have to do is to attach ourselves to it and remain attached, and then we 

move with its motion and are partakers of its power.ò  This ñforceò is ob-

viously God Himself. 

 

Simpson further said: ñWe are to detach ourselves from the grosser, 

coarser things of the lower life, from the flesh and the world, and to mor-

tify our members which are upon the earth.  Let us, however, not forget 

the divine order.  We are not to begin by mortifying; but we are to begin 

by living on high, and the heavenly life will drop off the old and 

earthlyé Godôs remedy for the flesh is to rise with Jesus into the heav-

enly life, and then the soul will spring above the coarser things of earth by 

the expulsive power of a new affection.ò   

 

In other words, the heavenly life will expel the earthly life!  The Lordôs 

Life will expel the sin-life and the self-life! 
 

ñOh, beloved, let us remember that this is the only time that we shall ever 
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have to live a heavenly life belowé Let us not miss our chance (to 

prove)é 

  I have risen with Jesus, I am dwelling above. 

   I am walking with Jesus below. 

  I am shedding the light of His glory and love 

   Around me wherever I go.ò 

 

ñHow can we make this real?  Well, first, God must make it real to us by 

the Holy Spirité (He) will lift us up into it and will keep us in it and en-

able us so to live, that we shall ever dwell on highò (or put in other words: 

fly on high). ñHe has promised to give us the resurrection life if we have 

passed through the crucifixion life.  Again, it must be maintained by faith; 

we must recognize ourselves as one with Christ in His ascension; 

...counting ourselves one with Him ...and refusing to take a lower place.  

We  can habitually walk (or habitually fly) in the heavenly sphere and 

meet everything from a higher standpoint.  We can look at things from the 

heaven sideéò 

 

ñSo it is the blessed Holy Ghost that brings to us the presence of Jesus and 

turns it into life and light and love.  The heavenly places are His homeé 

If we would enjoy His presence, we must dwell on high...ò 

 

God is calling us to ñmount up on wings as eagles...ò  He is calling us 

to mount up in Christ .  He is calling us to mount up by faith.  He is 

calling us to mount up through the Holy Spirité 

 

This call of God, the call of Heaven to the heavenlies, is stronger and 

higher and greater than any other call!  It is stronger and higher than the 

Fish Eagle ñcall of Africa,ò or the ñcall of Asia,ò or the ñcall of educa-

tion,ò or the ñcall of money,ò or the ñcall of family,ò or the ñcall of 

friends,ò or the ñcall of fashion,ò or the ñcall of fame,ò or the ñcall of the 

flesh,ò or the ñcall of sport,ò or the ñcall of sin,ò or the ñcall of self,ò or 

the ñcall of the world,ò or any other call! 

 

A.B Simpson verbalized ñThe Callò in the following words: 
 

  Rise with our risen Lord 

   Ascend with Christ above, 

  And in the heavenlies walk with Him, 

   Whom seeing not, we love. 
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  Our life is hidden now, 

   Our glory none can see; 

  But when He comes, His bride will shine 

   All glorious as He. 

 

The question now is: ñDo we hear this call of God?  Do we hear this 

call  to the heavenlies?!ò  Someone who heard this call wrote: 

 

   I heard the call, ñCome follow!ò 

     That was all. 

   My gold grew dim, 

   My soul went after Him, 

   I rose and followed: 

     That was all. 

   Who would not follow 

   If they heard His call? 

 

Sadly, though, there are some who do NOT respond to Godôs call to the 

heavenlies.  The following story (taken from ñCleared for Takeoff,ò by 

Wayne Rice) illustrates this well:  

 

ñOnce upon a time there was a prairie chicken that found an egg and sat 

on it until it hatched.  Unbeknownst to the prairie chicken, the egg wasnôt 

a prairie chicken egg; it was an eagle egg.  For some reason the egg had 

been abandoned, so a baby eagle was born into a family of prairie chick-

ens. 

 

Now while the eagle is the greatest of all birds, soaring majestically 

above the heights with grace and ease, the prairie chicken doesnôt even 

know how to fly.  In fact, prairie chickens are so lowly that they eat gar-

bage. 

 

Predictably, the little eagle, being 

raised by prairie chickens, grew up 

thinking he was a prairie chicken.  

He waddled around, ate garbage, 

and clucked like a prairie chicken. 

 

Then one day, he looked up and 

saw a beautiful eagle soaring 
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through the sky, dipping and turning.  He asked what it was, and his prai-

rie chicken family said, óItôs an eagle.  But you could never be like that 

because you are just a prairie chicken.ô  The little eagle spent his whole 

life looking up at eagles, longing to join them among the clouds.  It never 

once occurred to him to spread his wings and fly.ò   

 

He heard the call of the adult eagle, but he did NOT respond, he 

did NOT mount up and flyé, instead, it was with the chickens that 

he chose to live and die!! 

 

The eagle was given the chance to exchange his ñchicken-lifeò for an 

ñeagle-life,ò his dust-pecking life for a sky-flying life, ...but, sadly,  he 

did not respond to the Call to the Heavenlies. 

 

What about us?  How do we respond?  May we rather say: 

 

  Oh Lord, I hear Your upward call; 

  With all my heart I now leave all. 

  I stretch my wings into Your sky; 

  Please help me now with You to fly! 
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Call to be like an Eagle 

 
 

ñ...they shall mount up ...like eaglesò (Isaiah 40:31;NASB) 

 

 

God said that if we wait upon Him, weôll mount up and soar like eagles 

(Isaiah 40:31).  In Psalm 103 we learn that when God has worked in our 

lives, weôll be ñlike the eagleò (v5).  Though weôll be ñlike eagles,ò we 

are not eagles - praise God!  We were made in the likeness of God!  Yet, it 

pleased the Lord to say that in some things (spiritually speaking) weôll be 

like eaglesé 

 

The Lord Jesus often used picture parables to convey spiritual truths.  For 

instance, in the sermon on the mountain He told his disciples to ñlook at 

the birds in the sky!ò (Matthew 6:26;CEV), ñthe birds of the heaven...ò    

 

George MacDonald (1824-1905) said: ñAll nature , from the mountains to 

the sea to the fog that hangs low on the hills, the heather in August, the 

hot, the cold, the rain - everything speaks, like the flower (and the birds 

- my addition), messages from God, the Father of the universeéò  I be-

lieve that is why the Lord Jesus pointed out that we should ñlook at the 

birds.ò  He wanted us to learn some lessons for life through them. 

 

In the rest of this book weôll ñlook atò the eagle.  With Godôs help, weôll 

see what we can learn from this beautiful bird.  In this chapter weôll con-

sider: 

Ñ The main Characteristics of eagles; 

Ñ The Creatorôs unique design of eagles; and 

Ñ The Crucial lessons we can learn from the life-cycle of this 

glorious bird of God. 

 

Weôll start with the... 
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Characteristics of eagles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eagles glorify God! 

 

The outstanding character traits of Godôs eagles that are specifically men-

tioned in the Bible are, amongst others, their Speed, their Spreading of 

their wings to mount up, their Soaring on high, their Sun-ward flight, 

their Sharp Sight (and vision), their Swiftness, their Securing of a 

Safe nest on high rock-cliffs, their Sheltering of their young under their 

wings, their being watchful as a Sentinel, their Seeking and Spying 

out of their prey, their Supplying of food for their young ones, their 

Stirring up of the nest, and their Support with the young eagletôs first 

flights, their Strength-renewing ability, the Size of their wings, and 

their amazing Skill in manoeuvring and flyingé 

 

In short: their Splendouré! 
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We read that ñGod created ...every winged bird according to its kind.  And 

God saw that it was goodéò (Genesis 1:21).  Indeed, God made eagles in 

an amazingly wonderful way. 

 

Further prominent characteristics of Godôs eagles (generally speaking) are 

their Stooping and Swooping on and Seizing of their prey, their 

Slow-eating of their meals, their Snake-conquering (in Snake Ea-

gles), their seemingly Silent, Solitary lives, their unique Sociableness 

(with Bald Eagles and Fish Eagles), their òStringedó attachment and 

togetherness between pairs (especially with Black Eagles), their Sitting 

and waiting patiently, their Sunning of their wings, their precision 

Sanitation, their Single husband/wife for life, their Storm-

conquering ability, their Sunrise-start early mornings (with Black 

Eagles), their Steady reduction of parental attention as the eaglets ma-

ture, their Showing ñhow toò live the eagle life to their young, their 

òSending offó of their fledglings, their Strong Swimming ability 

(in Bald Eagles), their Sustained flight power (exceptionally with the  
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Bateleur Eagle), their Serene composure, their unique way of Showing     

of affection to their mate and their young (as with the Black Eagles), 

their Shared responsibility in nest building, hunting and raising of 

their young, their Spectacular courtship flights or Stunts, their 

Single Sibling raising (usually), their Surprise attacks on their prey, 

their Sagacious (showing keen discernment and sound judgment) 

weather forecasting, their Sparingly dealing with food in not wasting it, 

their Seasonal changes (in their feathers), their consistent carefulness in 

successfully Supervising the skills development of their young, and 

their willingness to Separate from their ñchildrenò every year, after hav-

ing trained them to ñtake offò successfully.   

 

To many people, eagles are regal Symbols of freedom, strength, victory, 

authority, gracefulness and above-earthlinessé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many more characteristics of eagles, but these will be discussed 

(together with the above-mentioned ones, in more detail) in the sections 

and chapters that follow. 
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Creatorõs Unique Design  

of Eaglesé 

 

God created eagles in a magnificent way!  He stated that ñit was 

goodò (Genesis 1:21).  When King Solomon looked at ñthe way of an ea-

gle in the skyò he said that it was ñtoo amazingò for him (Proverbs 

30:18,19); he could not even understand it!  We can also just look in won-

der and amazement and glorify the Lord. 

 

We do not know the purpose of God in creating eagles, but we do know 

that they express something of His character and His thoughts.  In 

ñHome Againò (republished as ñThe Poetôs Homecomingò) George Mac-

Donald wrote that ña thing must be a think before 

it can be a thingé Godôs things come out of His 

thoughts; our realities are Godôs thoughts made 

manifest in things, and out of them our thoughts 

must come.  Then the things that come out of our 

thoughts will be realé Godôs things were better 

than manôs thoughtsò and ñmanôs best thoughts 

the discovery of the thoughts hidden in Godôs 

thingsòé!!  By looking at the things God made 

we may discover some of the thoughts God thought when he made 

themé It is our prayer that we may discover some of the thoughts of 

God that were hidden in the eagles He had made. 

 

Mary Whelchel explains in ñSoaring on Highò that ñthe most famous 

scriptural reference to eagles is the passage from Isaiah 40:31: óBut those 

who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings 

like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 

faintôéò  She says: ñWe quoted it and sung it many times; itôs a verse 

which we all love because of the imagery of soaring like eagles.  Soaring 

above the clouds.  Nothing keeping us down.  Freedom from cares and 

struggles.  Power to rise above the difficulties of life.  Strength to keep 

going no matter what.  Never being bound by earthly things.  Who doesnôt 

 

Godõs thoughts 

are revealed in 

the things He 

made... 
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want to soar!  ñCould that be the main purpose God created the eagle as 

he didðto give us this awesome picture of soaring to which we can as-

pire?  To inspire us through the eagle to never be satisfied with 

óearthboundednessô?  Perhaps He placed in us this instinctive fascination 

for this bird so that we would listen well and learn the lessons He wanted 

to teach us through the eagleéò 

 

In this section weôll look at Godôs unique design of eagles.  In the  follow-

ing section weôll feast on the lessons we can learn from the life-cycle of 

eagles.  Letôs start with Godõs unique design of eagles, first, the 

ñgeneral groupingsò of eagles, then their ñgeneral designò, then ñspecific 

design and descriptionsò of some of the 59 different species of eaglesé 

 

 

General Groupings of eagles 

 

ü God made eagles to be in the family of birds called Accipitridae, also 

called ñbirds of preyò or ñraptors,ò of which there are two orders: (1) 

those who are day hunters (the Falconidae), and (2) those who are 

night hunters (the Strigiforms). There are 482 species of raptors. 

ü ñRaptors are characterised by their hooked bills and keen eyesight as 

well as their powerful feet with sharp talons.ò The word ñraptorò is 

derived from the Latin raptare, meaning ñto seizeò... 

ü Eagles are in the order of day hunters, of which there are different 

groups (like eagles, hawks, buzzards, harriers, kites, falcons and kes-

trels, vultures and the secretary bird). 

ü A true eagle, by definition, is a raptor with fully feathered legs. 

ü The three main groups of eagles are:  

  (1) the General eagles (like the Black Eagle, the Martial Ea-

       gle, the African Crowned Eagle),  

  (2) the Fish-eating eagles (like the African Fish-Eagle, the    

                        Bald Eagle, the White-tailed Eagle), and  

  (3) the Snake-eating eagles (like the Bateleur, the Black- 

       crested Snake Eagle).  There are many more types of ea-    

                        gles, but we shall not mention all here. 

ü The ñBig 3ò eagles in South Africa are the Martial Eagle (with the 

biggest wingspan), the Black Eagle (the tallest) and the African 

Crowned Eagle. 
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ü The most common eagle in the South African game parks is the mag-

nificent Bateleur eagle. 

ü The most beautiful, most powerful and most magnificent eagle in 

South Africa and in Africa is the Black Eagle, also called Verreauxôs 

Eagle. 

ü Maybe the most known eagle in South Africa is the African Fish 

Eagle, with its echoing callé 

ü The most known eagle in the world is probably the Bald Eagle, 

which is also the national bird in the USA. 

ü The biggest, most powerful eagle of all is the Harpy Eagleé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General: 

Black Eagle 

Snake-eating: 

Bateleur Eagle 

Fish-eating: 

African Fish Eagle 

3 

Main 

Groups 
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The ñBig 3ò eagles  
in South Africa 

Tallest 

Largest 

Strongest 

Black Eagle 

Martial Eagle 

African Crowned Eagle 
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General Design 

 

Eagles were specially designed by God! Generally speaking, they have 

broad wings (to fly high and far), excellent eyesight (to watch and prey), 

hooked bills (for cutting and tearing their food), feathered feet and legs, 

strong sharp talons  (to seize their prey), and beautiful feathers (for flight, 

for camouflage and to glorify God)é Weôll now briefly examine the gen-

eral design of eagles, from their head to their talons. 

 

Bills 
 

The large, hooked bills seem dangerous, but are 

never used to catch their prey.  Itôs mainly used to 

cut and tear their food into sizeable chunks.  Each 

eagle has a different shape and size of beak, 

adapted by God for their specific needs. The nos-

trils (at the top base of the bill) are mainly used for 

breathing.  Their sense of smell is not well devel-

oped. 

 

Eyes 
 

Eagles have 8 times more detailed vision than humans, because their reti-

nas are more densely packed with the light-sensitive cells (called rods and 

cones).  Oberprieler and Cillie say in ñThe Raptor Guide of Southern Af-

ricaò that as light strikes the slanting walls of the foveal pit (at the back of 

the retina) at an angle, the image may be 

magnified as much as 30%!  In his book 

ñBirds of Preyò Leslie Brown says that they 

ñhave two pits, or foveae, one directed side-

ways with monocular vision and one directed 

forwards with binocular vision.ò  This enables 

them to have both monocular and binocular 

vision!  He says ña bird of prey has binocular 

vision through about 35 to 50 degrees of arc 

and lateral vision with one eye on either side 

through about 150 degrees varying somewhat in different species.  The 

blind spot, where they cannot see without turning the head, is about 20 
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degrees.ò  They also have more cones than rods, which gives them excel-

lent colour vision.  On the other hand, their night vision is probably equal 

to that of humans.  Snake eagles have striking yellow or orange eyes.  The 

Golden eagle and the Black eagle have brown eyes, while the Philippine 

Monkey-eating eagle has almost blue eyes! 

 

The eagleôs sight is excellent!  God says in Job 39:28-29 that the eagle 

ñlives and stays on the rock, on the crag of the rock and the strong place.  

From there he seeks food, and his eyes see afar offéò (MKJV).  They 

can detect movements more than a mile awayé The Martial eagle may 

see its prey even 6 km away!  Thatôs why we sometimes say of a person 

that ñHeôs got an eagle eye.ò   

 

In the book ñSoaring on Highò Mary Whelchel says we recognize that 

saying ñto mean that a person has the ability to see things well; he doesnôt 

miss a thing.ò  She says, ñIn addition to the power of the eagleôs unusual 

eyes, its vision is binocular, which gives and eagle the ability to alter his 

focus from two feet to two miles.  Itôs as though the eagleôs eyes are like 

the zoom lens of a powerful camera or binoculars, and he is able to adjust 

his focus to see not only what is close up, but also what is at a great dis-

tanceé The eagleôs eyesight gives him a great advantage over other birds.  

He sees things coming and can be prepared.  From long distances he spots 

trouble and can avoid it.  He sees a potential meal a long way off and is 

able to find his food easier than other birds can.  With that powerful eye-

sight, he is not easily fooled or surprised.ò  

 

Like the eagle, God also wants us to have sharp sight.  This is needed  

when it comes to seeing what His will is, to seeing what He wants us to 
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do, to seeing His hand in the things that happen with us every day, to see-

ing the needs of others, and even to seeing when the devil is at work and 

wants to lay a trap for us, or hinder the work of God, or harm us and oth-

ers... 

 

Like the eagle, God wants us to be able to alter our focus any time dur-

ing the day, according to His will.  It means that weôll be enabled by Him 

to focus on what is near at hand (for us to do), as well focus on what needs 

to be done in future. 

 

Furthermore, like the eagle, the Lord wants us to be able to see when 

troubles or dangers or storms or trials or temptations approach us, 

even before they arrive!  Then, like the eagle, we can do all in our power 

(with God) to avoid it or to rise up and fly above it!! 

 

God wants us to have a far-reaching, good clear vision!  He says in His 

Word, ñWhere there is no vision, the people perishò (Proverbs 29:18).  

When HE is our Vision, we can fly well and fly highðfor His glory.  

That may be why someone wrote the hymn ñBe Thou my Visionò hun-

dreds of years ago in Ireland.  Eleanor Hull adapted it in 1912.  The first 

and the fifth stanzas are as follows: 

 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 

Thou my best thought by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

High King of heaven, my victory won, 

May I reach heaven's joys, O Bright Heaven's sun!; 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

Without vision, without sight, no eagle can fly high and reach their 

home.  In the same way, without vision, without sight we will not be able 

to fly and reach our Heavenly Home. 

 

Oh, may God open our eyes that we may see!  We want to see the Lord 

Jesus; we want to see our own need; we want to see His Way of meeting 

that need; we want to see His will for us; we want to see the Heavenly 

Life he has planned and prepared for us; we want to see the enemies of 
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our soul, the enemies of our soaring with Himé 

 

May HE be our vision always.  May we not be blinded by earthly 

ñvisions,ò worldly ñvisions,ò selfish ñvisions,ò sinful ñvisions,ò short-term 

ñvisionsò! 

 

May it not be said of us, as He said to the Christians at Laodicea: ñFor 

you say, I am rich; I have prospered and grown wealthy, and I am in need 

of nothing; and you do not realize and understand that you are wretched, 

pitiable, poor, blind , and naked. [Hos. 12:8.]   Therefore I counsel you to 

purchase from Me gold refined and tested by fire, that you may be [truly] 

wealthy, and white clothes to clothe you and to keep the shame of your 

nudity from being seen, and salve to put on your eyes, that you may see.   

Those whom I [dearly and tenderly] love, I tell their faults and convict 

and convince and reprove and chasten [I discipline and instruct them]. So 

be enthusiastic and in earnest and burning with zeal and repent [changing 

your mind and attitude]. [Prov. 3:12.]   Behold, I stand at the door and 

knock; if anyone hears and listens to and heeds My voice and opens the 

door, I will come in to him and will eat with him, and he [will eat] with 

Me.   He who overcomes (is victorious), I will grant him to sit beside Me 

on My throne, as I Myself overcame (was victorious) and sat down beside 

My Father on His throne.   He who is able to hear, let him listen to and 

heed what the [Holy] Spirit says to the assemblies (churches)ò (Revelation 

3:17-22). 

 

Only when we are healed of our spiritual blindness and our spiritual 

short-sightedness will we be able to mount up like eagles and become 

overcomers with God in the heavenly places, by His great grace. 

 

Then we will be able to learn to ñlook from the topò (Song of Songs 

4:8), to have a heavenly perspective on earthly things, to look at things 

from Godôs point of view, to look at things with Godôs eyes, to look at 

things from above and not just from belowé 

 

Something more about the eagleôs eyes:  God provided protection for 

the eagleôs eyes, so that it may not be damaged!!  Eagles have a long 

bony ridge above their eyes.  This ridge gives them a ñserious look,ò but 

itôs actually to protect their eyes from the sun and from injury.  They also 

have a third eyelid, called the nictitating membrane, that is drawn from the 
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front to the back to moisten their eyes, as well as to protect it physically 

(especially during flight and feeding).  It also shields the eagleôs eyes 

from the sun.  It acts like  sunglasses and greatly reduces the glare! It does 

not obscure their vision.  Isnôt it wonderful?! 

 

Without his God-given eyes, the eagle will be paralysed.  But with them, 

he can mount up and fly, he can see what other birds cannot easily see, he 

can be forewarned of coming dangers, he can altar his focus comfortably,  

he can fly into the sun, he can hunt well and feed himself, ...he can glorify 

God. Like the eagle, we can experience and do the same when God has 

healed our spiritual blindness and short-sightedness and has given us His 

eyes to use for His glory! 

The photos on the right show the nictitating membrane over the eye! 
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One of the ways in which we can use our eyes for Godôs glory is to be 

WATCHFUL  like an eagle!  Even if we have the best eyesight; even if 

we have ñeagle-eyes,ò ...if we do not WATCH , it is in vain!   

 

An eagle is always watchfulé He is watchful to notice the wind that 

blows.  He is watchful to notice the thermals that will enable him to rise 

up and fly high.  He is watchful for food.  He is watchful for enemies like 

baboons, snakes and crows.  He is watchful over his own well-being.  He 

is watchful to ensure that his feathers are in a good condition for flying, 

that there are no parasites accumulating on him.  He is watchful that his 

nest remains clean.  He is watchful over his mate-for-life, as well as over 

their eaglets!  He uses his sharp sight ...to WATCH ! 

 

The Lord Jesus says to His followers: ñWATCH  and prayéò (Mar 

13:33).  In his book ñJesus: An Obedient Son,ò Michael Phillips says that  

the most frequently mentioned command that the Lord Jesus gave his dis-

ciples was: Be careful, watchful, alert, on guardé!!! This priority com-

mand of Christ occurs 26 times in the Gospels!   

 

We read (for instance) in the Bible: ñAll of you must keep awake (give 

strict attention, be cautious and active) and watch and pray, that you 

may not come into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak.ò (Mat 26:41;Amplified version).  ñBe on your guard [constantly 

alert], and watch and pray...ò (Mar 13:33).  ñKeep awake and watch and 

pray [constantly], that you may not enter into temptation...ò (Mar 14:38).  

ñPray at all times (on every occasion, in every season) in the Spirit ...To 

that end keep alert and watch with strong purpose and persever-

anceéò (Eph 6:18) 

 

If we want to fly like an eagle, spiritually speaking, we need to also be 

very WATCHFUL !  We need to watch our hearts.  We need to watch our 

motives.  We need to watch our conduct.  We need to watch our speech.  

We need to watch our walk with the Lord.  We need to watch for opportu-

nities of serving God and others (through Him).  We need to watch for 

Godôs hand and Godôs will.  We need to watch for any strategies of Satan 

by which heôd like to lead us into temptation or to deceive us.  We need to 

watch to walk in the Spirit and not in the flesh.  Above all, we need to 

watch our relationship with Godðthat it is right, in the light, and with no 

clouds between usé! 



29 

 



30 

Ears 
 

Though their ears are hidden behind their 

eyes, their hearing is quite sharp.  Their fre-

quency range is an octave or so less than ours. 

Some, like the Harpy Eagle has excellent 

hearing to help them detect their prey in the 

dense forests. 

 

Neck 
 

Their necks are extremely flexible and are 

neither short nor very long.  To see perfectly 

in any direction, an eagle must turn its head.  

Eagles are not stiff-necked, but they are up-

right, especially the Martial eagle (as shown 

on the right). 

 

Body 
 

According to Leslie Brown ñthe bodies of birds of prey are small and light 

in relation to the area of the wings and the mass of feathers covering them.  

The size of the breast muscles powering the wings varies a good deal but 

are often small in relation to the size of the bird.ò  This basically means 

that eagles were built by God primarily to SOAR and not to flap!  

From it we learn that God does not expect us to do what He has not 

equipped us  foré! 

 

ñThe appendages to the body, the wings, tail, legs, and feet, are more spe-

cialized for various modes of life than the body itself.  In broad terms, 

wings are for getting about by flight, whether flapping or soaring; tails are 

for manoeuvring and steering, occasionally 

with more specialized uses; and feet are for 

killing and holding prey.  The legs are ...not 

normally used for walking abouté Most 

birds of prey are reluctant and clumsy walk-

ers.ò  This is different from the promise of 

God in Isaiah 40 where He says that those 

who wait upon Him and hope in Him will not 

 

God will enable us  

to soar and  

to walk and  

to run! 
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just mount up and soar like eagles, but ALSO walk and not be faint, 

...even run  and not grow weary!  

 

Heart 
 

In ñThe Raptor Almanacò (a comprehensive guide to eagles, hawks, fal-

cons and vultures), Scott Weidensaul explains that ña raptorôs heart is 

markedly larger than that of a mammal of comparable size, and is more 

efficient at pumping bloodéò  Their metabolic rate is also ñconsiderably 

higher than in most mammals.ò  This means that an eagleôs ñwarm-

blooded body burns fuel like a furnaceò and they can be active at any 

time, regardless of the air temperature!  In other words, they have an en-

dothermic metabolism.  It also means that they have to eat considerably 

more than cold-blooded vertebrates, just to keep enough fuel in the fur-

nace. 

 

Like the eagles, God wants us to be big-hearted and warm-blooded.  

He wants us to have a high metabolic rate and not to be cold-blooded 

and passive.  He wants us to burn and work for Him, irrespective of 

the external circumstances or atmosphere!   

Contrary to this, many people are like thermometers.  They are influenced 

by their surroundings.  Just like the mercury goes up and down as the tem-

perature goes up and down, they do the same.  They adapt to their circum-

stances, in the sense that if things are ñhotò then they are ñhot,ò but if 

things are ñcoldò then they are ñcold,ò and if things are ñcoolò (lukewarm) 

then they are ñcoolò too!  This is not how God made the eagles and this is 

not how He wants us to live for Himé 

Be big -hearted  

 

 

 

          & warm -blooded!  
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Digestive system 
 

When an eagle eats, food moves from the mouth down the oesophagus to 

the crop, which is an enlargement of the oesophagus that serves as a food 

storage place.  The eagle on the left has a full 

crop.  From there, at a later stage, the crop 

passes the meat to the stomach at a slower pace.  

The powerful gastric juices can usually dissolve 

what is swallowed.  It is capable of dissolving  

complete bones! 

 

Eagles must eat a great deal in order to supply 

their big energy needs.  Interestingly enough, 

ñwhile an eagle obviously consumes a greater 

amount of meat each day than a small hawk, it actually eats less in pro-

portion to its body sizeò!  Iôve never seen or read about a fat eagle! 

 

Skeleton and muscles 
 

God made an eagle to have a strong but astonish-

ingly delicate and light weight skeleton.   He made 

it to be ñstrong enough to withstand the tremendous 

stresses exerted by powerful flight but ...light 

enough to permit the bird to get off the groundé 

The long bones of the wings and legs are hollow, 

braced from within by crisscrossing support struts.ò  

The process that produces the many hollows and air 

sacs in the bones is called ñpneumatizationò. 

 

The eagleôs biggest muscles are the flight muscles, which are mainly the 

chest muscles. Very little muscle is found in the wing itself, for that would 

add weight and make the wing even more difficult to move. Though these 

muscles are strong, ñthe size of the breast muscles ...are often small in 

relation to the size of the bird.ò This is because God made them to soar 

more than to flap their wingsé! 

 

In this we see that it is only through the working of the Spirit of God 

that we too can be light enough to be lifted from the worldly pull, and 

strong enough to soar above what is worldly and sinful. 
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Wings  
 

The wings of an eagle are most wonderful!  The main emphasis in the 

Bible on the unique characteristics of an eagle is on his ability to spread 

his wings, rise up and fly, soaring 

high in the skyé 

 

It helps to know a bit more about the 

anatomy of these wonderful wings.  

According to Wikipedia, the 

ñforelimbs, the wings, are the key to 

bird flight. Each wing has a central 

vane to hit the wind, composed of 

three limb bones, the humerus, ulna 

and radius. The hand, or manus, 

...serves as an anchor for the prima-

ries, one of two groups of flight feath-

ers responsible for the wing's airfoil shape. The other set of flight feathers, 

behind the carpal joint on the ulna, are called the secondaries. The remain-

ing feathers on the wing are known as coverts, of which there are three 

sets.ò 

 

The shape of the wing (described in terms of its aspect ratio and wing 

loading) is an important factor in determining the types of flight of which 

a bird is capable. There are four basic types of bird wings (with some 

overlap in some birds): (1) elliptical wings, (2) high speed wings, (3) high 

aspect ratio wings and (4) soaring wings with slots.   

 

God gave eagles soaring wings with slots! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forelimb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humerus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulna
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flight_feather
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flight_feather
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Covert_%28feather%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aspect_ratio_%28wing%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wing_loading
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wing_loading
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The slots (or emarginations) at the end of the wings, between the prima-

ries, are meant for soaring flight.  The effect of these emarginations (or 

slots) are to (1) reduce turbulence at the wingtip, which is useful in land-

ing, and in preventing stalling in flight; and (2) to ensure that ñthe widely 

separated spread feathers can each act as an individual aerofoil or flying 

surface.  It is as if the bird had one big wing and a whole series of little 

wings attached to its tipò!  This enables the eagle to gain extra ñliftò and 

to be able to soar superbly, without the need to have too long wings (like 

an albatross), which would hinder it otherwise (especially in hunting). 

 

 

We can just marvel at how wonderfully God had made the eagleôs wings - 

to do everything He intended it to do.  With David we can say: ñIf I rise 

on the wings of the dawné Your right hand will hold me fasté For You 

created my inmost being; You knit me together in my motherôs womb.  I 

praise You because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Your works 

are wonderfuléò!! (Psalm 139:9-10,13-14).  Like with the eagles, God 

made us wonderfully!  He made us and equipped us to be and do eve-

rything he intended us to be and doðfor His glory . 

 

Weôll look at the basic mechanics (and wonder) of bird flight in a later 

chapter. 



35 

Feathers 
 

An eagleôs feathers are also amazing!  Without feathers he canôt fly. 

Without feathers heôll die!  His feathers have different functions:  

 

ü They provide insulation. 

ü They protect from the sun, 

rain, injuries and UV light. 

ü They allow for flighté!  

ü They control what the eagle 

looks like and allows for cam-

ouflage and differentiation 

between males and females. 

 

There are many wonders in how God 

made the eaglesô feathers.  According to 

http://wings.avkids.comé ñFeathers are 

perfectly designed for their function. 

They are light but very strong, and 

they are flexible but very tough.  ...Feathers grow only in certain areas 

called feather tracksé They are made of a tough, flexible material called 

keratin. Since it is not living, it doesn't need blood, nerve, or tissue supply. 

Feathers also look solid, but they are not. The spine down the middle, 

called the shaft, is hollow.  Strengthening struts run across the hollow core 

like steps on a ladder. The vanes, which are the two halves of the feather 

that spread out from the shaft, are made of thousands of branches called 

barbs. These angle toward the tip of the feather. Each barb has tiny paral-

lel branches called barbules. Because a feather has all these tiny parts with 

spaces in between, a feather has as much air as matteréò 
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ñEach feather grows from a papilla or bump in the skiné Each papilla is 

supplied with a vein and an artery. Growth begins with the tip of the 

featheré the tip grows out toward the skin and eventually breaks through. 

...After hatching many changes take place in the papilla which then begin 

to produce the real feathers.  The thin, outermost layer forms a tough, pro-

tective sheath.  Inside this sheath, the contour 

feather begins to grow from the pulp cells.  First 

the central quill is formed.  As the tip continues 

to grow, the downy fuzz is pushed ahead of it.  

Each feather is tightly rolled inside the sheath.  It 

is called a pin feather at this stage because it ap-

pears long and pointed.  The feather continues to 

grow and the pulp, vein, and artery follow along 

inside the quill to make the feather longer and 

broader.  When the feather is full grown, the sheath splits open, falls off, 

and the feather uncurls. The vein and artery are sealed off in the papilla. 

The feather dies and the pulp shrivels, leaving a hollow shaft.  The 

quill is stiff but springy and tightly anchored in its socket, surrounded by 

skin and muscles. Months later, when the feather is worn out, the process 

begins againéò 

  

According to Weidensaul, ñAn individual feather has a life span, and 

when it wears out, it is replaced, a process known as moulting.  The re-

 

A feather  

must die  

before the eagle 

can fly! 
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placement feather begins growing inside a feather sheath, a thin, pencil-

shaped structure poking out of the skin.  Also known as a blood quill, the 

sheath is soft and engorged with blood supplying the growing feather in-

side.  As it grows it displaces the old feather, and when mature the sheath 

splits, revealing the new feather rolled up inside.  The length of time it 

takes a new feather to grow varies, requiring up to seventy-five days in 

large species like golden eaglesé Small and medium-sized raptors gener-

ally replace all their feathers annually, while the biggest, such as eagles, 

may take two or three years to accomplish the taskéò 

 

He says, ñA contour (body) feather has a stiff central shaft surrounded by 

the soft, flexible vane; toward the base of the feather, the vane becomes 

downy to increase insulationé The vane is made up of individual barbs, 

like tree branches, which in turn have very fine barbules running their 

length like fuzz.  Barbules have microscopic hooks, which allow the barbs 

to be smoothed back into a single surface, whether by your fingers or the 

beak of a preening bird.  Restored to its original condition, the feather is 

ready to deflect water or wind.ò  According to http://wings.avkids.com 

ñ...The hooks on the barbules of one barb catch on the ridges of the next 

barbule, holding the barbs together in a zipper like fashion. It is in this 

way that the solid looking, almost airtight surface of each feather is 

formedé  As the feather bends and twists during flight, the barbule hooks 

slide back and forth retaining the smooth but flexible shape.  However, a 

reverse twist from the tip to the base will separate the barbs and make the 

feather ragged with spaces in between.  Preening "re-zips" the barbs and 

barbules. The barbs at the base of a contour feather have no hooks and so 

they appear fluffy.ò 

Un-preened feathers 
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Weidensaul further says that ñthe exact 

design of a feather depends on what part of 

the body it comes from.  While most body 

feathers have some downiness at their 

bases, raptors (like virtually all birds) also 

have very fluffy down feathers that grow 

close to the body, beneath the water-

repellent layer of the contour feathers.  By 

trapping air, the down layer provides un-

matched insulation.  The flight feathers of 

the wingsðthe primary feathers on the 

óhand,ô and the secondary feathers along 

the óarmô - are elongated and very stiff, 

with thickened shafts.  There are bristles 

around the eyes and mouth, specialized 

feathers known as filoplumes that help the 

birdôs brain monitor its flight.  The bases 

of these long, fine quills are embedded in 

nerve packets, and transmit information 

about the position of nearby feathers.ò 

 

ñ...Each contour and flight feather is anchored by a set of tiny, interlock-

ing muscles that allow the bird to move the featherðfluffing the feathers 

when itôs cold, flattening then to increase heat loss or make its body shape 

more aerodynamicéò  This is all by Godôs wonderful and amazing design 

and purpose! 

 

It is evident from all that has been said 

that the eagleôs ñsurvival depends upon 

the condition of its feathers.  Conse-

quently, they spend a lot of time caring for 

their feathers, a process called preening.  

Using their feet and beaks, they arrange 

the feathers to keep them smooth.  Wind 

and brushing against things "unzips" the 

barbs, so they nibble each feather from the 

base to the tip to realign and hook the bar-

buleséò, thus keeping it in shape!  
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Like the eagles, our survival in this world depends upon the condition 

of our heart and spiritual life.  Like the eagles, we need to spend a lot 

of time DAILY to see to and care for the condition of our heart and 

spiritual life before the Lord.  We need to make sure that our spiri-

tual ñfeathersò are zipped up and in shape, ready for flying! Just as 

God teaches the eagles to do it, even from a very young age, Heôll 

teach us too! 

 
 

We preen our spiritual feathers daily 

to fly high with the Lord 
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 Legs and feet 
 

Each eagleôs legs and feet (and relative size to each other) were designed 

for how they were to use them.  Leslie Brown says that ñthe very large  

and powerful, gamebird-eating Martial Eagle has relatively much longer 

legs and a wider spread of rather less powerful toes than the slightly 

smaller, related Crowned Eagle which feeds mainly on large mammals.  It 

needs rather shorter legs with thick, enormously powerful toes and talons 

to subdue strong, sometimes violently struggling prey up to four times its 

own weight.ò 

 

The legs of ñtrue eaglesò are fully feathered down to the toes.  In ñThe 

Raptor Guide of Southern Africaò Oberprieler and Cillie mention  that 

ñthe legs, toes and sharp talons 

of most raptors are used first to 

capture and subsequently to 

subdue struggling prey.  Al-

though the lower leg and toes 

often look thin and weak, they 

are connected via tendons to, 

and operated by, large muscles 

in the upper part of the leg.ò 

The talons of a Crown Eagle 

have been recorded in a pres-

sure test as being capable of exerting 480 pounds per square inch!!  

 

ñFish-eating raptors, such as the African Fish-Eagle, have spiny soles and 

extremely long talons which help them to hold onto their slippery prey.ò  

On the other hand, ñSnake-eagles have short toes.  The feet are covered 

with thick scales, that protect them from being bitten by their prey, which 

include venomous snakesòé!  

 

Like an eagle, when I take hold of something good to eat (something 

spiritually nutritious), I need to not let it slip away, but hold on tightly 

and devour ité 

 

Like an eagle, when I take hold to kill something ñnot goodò or dan-

gerous, like a snake, I need to kill it quickly and make sure that I 

donôt get bitten myself! 
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African  

Fish-Eagle  

about to  catch  

a fish with its 

powerful talons! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

African  

Fish-Eagle  

with a fish in  

its right foot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bald Eagle  

flying off  

triumphantly 

with a fish in its 

left foot... 
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Specific Design and Description 

 
 

We read in Genesis 1:21-22, ñSo God created ...every winged bird accord-

ing to its kind.  And God saw that it was good.  God blessed them and 

said, óBe fruitful and increase in number ...and let the birds increase on the 

earthô...ò   Before God brought the flood over the whole earth, He told 

Noah to bring ñtwo of every kind of birdò into the ark to keep them alive 

with him (Gen 6:19-20).  As there are many different kinds of eagles, 

there is also something different and unique to learn from each of the ap-

proximately 59 different species of eagles!  In this section weôll briefly 

look at the specific design and unique description of some of these eagles. 

 

As was mentioned earlier, in the bird family Accipitridae there are 3 main 

groups (or sub-families) of eagles: (1) General eagles (Aquilinae), also 

called ñtrueò or ñbootedò eagles, (2) Fish-eating eagles (Haliaeetinae), 

and (3) Snake-eating eagles (Circaetinae).  Within the sub-family or ge-

nus Aquila, the following 10 species of eagles are generally recognized: 

Wahlbergôs Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Greater Spotted Eagle, Tawny 

Eagle, Gurneyôs Eagle, Steppe Eagle, Imperial Eagle, Wedge-tailed eagle, 

Golden Eagle, and the Black Eagle.  

 

The eagles usually found in Southern Africa are: Verreauxôs Eagle (or 

Black Eagle), Tawny Eagle, Steppe Eagle, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Wahl-

bergôs Eagle, Booted Eagle, Long-crested Eagle, African Hawk-Eagle, 

Ayresô Hawk-Eagle, African Crowned Eagle, Martial Eagle, Black-

chested Snake-Eagle, Southern Banded Snake-Eagle, Western Banded 

Snake-Eagle, Brown Snake-Eagle, Bateleur, and the African Fish-Eagle. 

 

Like the eagles, God did not make us to be all exactly the same! We 

read in Acts 17:24-26 that "The God who made the world and everything 

in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by 

hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, 

because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. 

From one man (from one bloodðKJV) he made every nation of men, that 

they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for 

them and the exact places where they should live.ò  Though He made us 

all from ñone blood,ò He made each one of us uniquely different from 

others and special - each one to be and live for His glory!   
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 Bateleur Eagle 
È Most famous snake eagle 

È Name means ñacrobatò 

È or ñtightrope-walkerò 

È Amazing aerial acrobatics 

È Spends 8-9 hours in air 

per day, looking for food. 

È May fly 300 miles/day! 

È Pairs for lifeé 

È Lays a single egg 

È Only 2% chicks survive! 

È Itôs mood changes itôs 

facial and feet colour 

(from pale to brilliant 

red)! 

È Full adults plumage only 

after 7-8 years... 
 

Steppe Eagle 
Á Migrates yearly 

Á More social 

Á Mainly eats termites!!  

Á Eats up to 2000 per day!! 

Á May take 3 hours to eat... 

Á Usually silent 

Á Aquila nipalensis means 

ñeagle from Nepalò 
 

Black Eagle 
V ñWitkruisarendò 

V White V on black back 

V Masters in mobility!!  

V Majestic in manoeuvring 

V Very large 

V In mountainous areas 

V Starts flying soon after 

dawné 

V Mainly eats ñdassiesò 

V Only 1 chick survivesé 

V Amazing bond with mate 
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Golden Eagle 
È Covered with feathers all 

the way to their toes 

È Females larger  

È Nests in large trees and 

especially on cliffs 

È Prey primarily on rabbits 

and hares and rodents 

È Extremely strong 

È Solitary bird 

È Found throughout much 

of northern hemisphere 

È Mexicoôs national bird 
 

Tawny Eagle 
Á Mostly in woodlands and 

savanna  areas 

Á Solitary birds 

Á Eats anythingé 

Á Somewhat gregarious 

Á Gets food by hunting, 

pirating and scavenging... 

Á The ONLY African eagle 

to build its nest regularly 

on the crown of a thorny 

tree! 
 

Bald Eagle 
V Lifespan of 25-30 years 

V Faithful to mate to death 

V Can fly 65 mph 

V Can soar at 10000 ft 

V Can dive at 200 mph 

V Sometimes steals food 

V Mainly eats fish 

V Female bigger than male 

V Has 7000 feathers! 

V Strong swimmer 

V USAôs national bird 
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African Fish Eagle 
È Wingspan of 2-2,4 meters 

È Mates for life 

È Beautiful echoing call 

È Only one chick survives 

È Nest  can reach 2m wide 

and 1,2 m deep 

È Usually in trees near water 

È Mostly seen sitting high in 

tall tree 

È 90% of their diet is fish 

È Spends more time perching 

than flying 

È Zimbabweôs national bird 

 

African Crowned Eagle 
Á The most powerful eagle in 

Africa 

Á Perches very erectly 

Á Stays mainly in forests 

Á Powerful hunter (can carry 

20kg!) 

Á Older chick always kills the 

younger one  

Á Very vocal eagle... 

 

Martial (war) Eagle 
ü Largest in South Africa 

ü Wingspan of 2,6 meters! 

ü Spends most of the day on 

the wingé! 

ü Soars to great heights 

ü Most aerial of all eagles, 

except Bateleur. 

ü Shy, elusive eagle that 

avoids humans... 

ü May see prey 6 km away! 

ü Versatile, aggressive hunter. 
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Booted Eagle 
Á Thick, booted appearance of 

the legs 

Á Has white patches (ñlanding 

lightsò) on the leading edge of 

the wings near the body 

Á Hunts on the wing 

Á Soaring at only 200-300m 

Á Most common in Karoo and 

ñfynbosò areas 

Á Chicks fed mostly by female 

 

 

 

Lesser Spotted Eagle 
ü Has fully feathered, but long, 

thin-looking ñstove-pipeò legs 

ü Mainly eats flying termites 

ü Also eats red-billed Quelea 

nestlings 

ü Most food is taken while 

walking on the ground 

 

 

Wahlbergôs Eagle 
È Most common small eagle in 

wooded country 

È Leggings are fairly baggy 

È Soars regularly and high 

È Mostly hunts while flying 

È In contrast to other Aquila ea-

gles, the chicks are not white, 

but covered in chocolate 

brown or pale-brown down. 
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Long-crested Eagle 
È Long loose crest of feath-

ers on the head 

È Usually solitary 

È Does NOT soar oftené 

È Small animals are swal-

lowed whole (big mouth) 

È Regularly raises 2 chicks! 

È Small nest 

È Near water 

È Eats rodents (vlei rats) 
 

Imperial Eagle 
Ğ Originally from Southern 

Europe, Russia and India 

Ğ Found in lowlands 

Ğ Monogamous 

Ğ Hunts alone 

Ğ Can raise 3 chicks! 
 

Harpy Eagle (below) 

V Worldôs largest and most 

formidable birdé 

V Stays in forests in South 

America 

V Flies with great dexterity 
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Crucial Lessons to learn 

from the Life-cycle  

of the eagle 

 

ñAsk ...the birds of the heavens  

and they will tell youò (Job 12:7;ESV),  

they will ñdeclare to theeò (YLV). 
 

 

The Word of God tells us to ñlook at the birds,ò and to ñask ...the birds.ò  

This is what weôll do in this important section.  Weôll look at the life-

cycle of eagles and see what lessons we can learn from them for our lives 

and walk with God.  Weôll mainly look at the life-cycle of the beautiful 

Black Eagleé In doing so, weôll consider the following: 

 

The daily (routine) behaviour of eagles 

Their choosing a life-partner and marrying  

Their nest-building 

Their mating ritual 

Their roosting and egg-laying 

Their brooding and care of the eggs 

Their hatching 

Their nestling stages (including the parentsô roles) 

Their fledging (first flight) 

Their post-fledging period 

Their flying 

Their leaving of the nest and their parents 

Their empty nesté 

Their hunting and diet 

Their new family and territory 

Their movements and migration 

Their re-newal 

Their dying (into life) 
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For much of the scientific information in this section I am indebted to the 

extensive study that was conducted by Valerie Gargett during a 21-year 

period in the Matobo Hills of Zimbabwe.  It is recorded in the splendid 

book, ñThe Black Eagle,ò of which I am privileged to have a copy, signed 

by her.  I have also made use of information from ñBlack Eagle Fly,ò 

written by John Cottrell, in which he gives a detailed description of his 

observational study over a 4-year period of every aspect of Black Eagle 

life (on the Southern Coast of the Cape province, in South Africa).  A 

signed copy of his book is also in my possession.  Information from Leslie 

Brownôs excellent book ñBirds of Prey,ò as well as Weidensaulôs ñRaptor 

Almanac: A Comprehensive Guide to Eagles, Hawks, Falcons and Vul-

tures,ò was also integrated. 

 

 

The Daily (routine) Behaviour of Eagles 

 

The Black Eagles are early risers!  They usually leave their overnight 

roost (or night-time shelter) before sunrise, which is different from most 

other eagles...  In this we want to be like the Black Eagles.  The Bible says 

that ñAbraham rose up early in the morningò (Gen 21:14), ñJacob rose 

up early in the morningò (Gen 28:19), ñMoses rose up early in the 

morningò (Ex 34:4), ñJoshua rose early in the morningò (Josh 6:12), 

ñJobé rose up early in the 

morningò (Job 1:5), and most 

importantly, we read that ñvery 

early in the morning, ...Jesus 

got up, left the house and went 

off to a solitary place, where He 

prayed...ò (Mark 1:35).  Dr An-

drew Murray says in ñThe Morning Watchò that ñwhat we do need every 

morning is a real personal meeting with the Living God.  Let us not lose 

sight of this; without early rising the Son of God could not fulfil His lifeôs 

work.  May it be for us, as for Him, a part of our life in God!ò 

 

Weidensaul said that ñmuch of a raptorôs day is devoted to caring for its 

feathers, which must be carefully preened to stay in peak condition.  The 

bird delicately pulls its feathers through its partly closed bill, smoothing 

and rejoining the separated barbs, or gently nibbling along each feather in 

Eagles are early risers 
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turn to remove dirt.  In addition to grooming dishevelled feathers, preen-

ing helps reduce the number of parasites like feather lice and feather flies, 

and helps waterproof the raptorôs plumage by spreading oil from a gland 

at the base of the tail.ò 

 

This basically means that the eagle constantly keeps itself fit for flight, 

...in shape for soaring!  We, in a similar way, need to keep ourselves in 

a state of readiness, a state of preparedness, a state of spiritual wellness, 

so that (as we constantly wait upon the Lord), we may rise up with Him 

at His command... 

 

According to Gargettôs study, ñit was strongly evident that each Black 

Eagle behaves as an individual, each pair as an individual pair.  Behav-

iour is not stereotyped and no fixed daily routine of perching, flying, incu-

bating, brooding, hunting, feeding, or displaying could be detected.  The 

birds react to situations as they arise from day to day and during each 

day.ò  They were predictably unpredictable!  This encourages us to each 

walk (and fly) with the Lord individually and not to confine ourselves to 

the usual stereotypes, not even the man-made stereotypes of the Chris-

tian walk... 

 

Perching accounted for nearly half the time that the 

Matobo Black Eagles were in view.  ñWhen on their 

own, males and females each spent much the same 

time perching, but three times as long perching to-

getheré Perhaps the most characteristic sight in the 

Hills is of two black figures on a rock outcrop, out-

 

The eagle  

constantly keeps itself  

fit for flight,  

in shape for soaring! 
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lined against the sky.ò  This beautiful, extra-ordinary characteristic of the 

Black Eaglesô ñtogethernessò will be discussed later.  ñExcluding the pe-

riod of greatest nest attention, they were perched for 35% and flying for 

22%; and when not breeding they were perched for 50%, while flying for 

23%... In other words, when they were not feeding young, the adults 

spent from one-and-a-half times to twice as long perching as flying.ò 

Not a day passes without them flying!  Black Eagles have magnificent 

flying abilities. Apart from their daily direct flights, their daily soaring, 

their daily circling and daily descending flights, they also ñprobably per-

form pendulum display flights on almost every day of the year...ò  It 

seems that they just enjoy flying, enjoy doing what God made them to 

do!  How wonderful it would be if we could express the same abandon 

and joy in doing what God made us to do (and be) every day! 

 

Black Eagles are not noisy birds, but they ñtalkò every dayé They have 

different calls that can be distinguished, for instance: greeting, protest, 

recognition, warning off, summoning, and an alarm.  ñIn contrast to their 

parents, young fledged Black Eagles are extremely noisy, particularly if 

the parents are in sight.ò 

òBut they that wait upon the LORD  

... shall mount up with wings  

as eaglesó 

Isaiah 40:31 
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Black Eaglesô ñusual comfort movements - 

preening, scratching, rousing (i.e. raising and 

shaking the body feathers), stretching and relax-

ing - are frequently seen.ò 

 

Some raptors seem to like bathing, but adult 

Black Eagles seldom bathe or drink and are 

rarely seen at water.  They obtain all the liquid 

they need from their prey.  Some eagles will 

ñbatheò in dust, possibly to choke and kill skin 

and feather parasites.  Others sunbathe while 

perching.  Black Eagles have been seen 

ñsunbathingò, that is, ñspread out on the ground 

or smooth rock in full sunlight, back to the sun, both wings outstretched 

and the tail fanned.ò  Some research (in vultures in India) indicate that the 

tips of flight feathers return to their normal shape much quicker when sun-

bathed than when sitting in the shade!  This is wonderful! 

 

Weidensaul says that Bateleur Eagles ñhave an especially dramatic sun-

bathing posture, with the wings completely outstretched and cupped up-

ward toward the sun.ò  While many little boys will be too happy to not 

bathe, like the eagles, most of us see the necessity to be daily cleansed by 

the Lord.  We want to be washed in His Word and in His blood on a 

daily basis.  We also want to bask in the sunshine of Godôs Soné! 

 

 

Nestlings and immature eagles also seem to like playing.  They may 

spend some time playing with objects in the nest or performing mock 

fights in the air.  They may also engage in aerial gymnastics, also called 

Eagles sunbathing 
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display flights, as shown below between two juvenile White-bellied Sea 

Eagles. 

These types of flight-actions are displayed when eagles fight to maintain 

their territories or when young eagles play (as shown above) or during 

pair-formation between eagles (as shown on pages 56-58, and 153). 

 

According to a study done on wintering Bald eagles (in America) 93,2% 

of their day is spent in perching, 3,2% in passive flight (soaring), 2,2% in 

active flight, and 1,2% in feeding.  Juvenile Bald Eagles spent 11,3% of 

their day in active flight, 5,2% in passive flight, and 3,7% in feedingé 

 

Weidensaul thinks that eaglesô ñmost important daily activity is huntingò 

- seeking, finding, seizing, killing and eating their necessary food.  Please 

see pages 166 to 177 for more detail on their hunting and feeding habits. 

 

 

 

 

 

Young sea-eagles  

flying  

and playing 
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Each day is ended off by settling down at their night-time shelter.  Valerie 

Gargettôs study showed that ñBlack Eagles usually go to their roosts in the 

half-hours before and after sunset.ò   They choose inaccessible, sheltered 

sites for their roosts, like rock ledges, branches of small trees growing 

from rock faces, or large trees growing on hill slopes.  They usually roost 

together.  This indicates a steady rhythm and constant habit of ending 

the routine of their everyday activities.   

 

The Lord Jesus said: ñAre you tired?  Worn out?  Burned out on religion?  

Come to Me.  Get away with Me and youôll recover your life.  Iôll show 

you how to take a real rest.  Walk with me and work with Me - watch 

how I do it.  Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.  I wonôt lay anything 

heavy or ill-fitting on you.  Keep company with Me and youôll learn to 

live freely and lightlyò (Matthew 11:28;MSG), like an eagle... 
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Their Choosing a Life-partner and Marrying  

 

Black Eagles are monogamous.  They were made by God to choose ONE 

marriage-partner for lifeé This is indeed something people need to learn 

from the life of Black Eagles!  One marriage-partner for life - this is 

Godôs wonderful way for those whom He calls to marry.  

 

We do not know how they make their choice, 

but the Word of God teaches us not to choose 

according to our Flesh, nor our Feelings, nor 

our Familyôs opinions, nor our Friendsô sug-

gestions, ...but according to our Heavenly Fa-

therôs will only!   

 

There are definite behaviour patterns that indicate that two eagles are es-

tablishing a life-long pair.  It is usually exhibited in aerial displays, also 

called ñcourtship flightsò (or nuptial displays).  Leslie Brown thinks that 

these courtship flights (or displays) include (1) perching and calling, (2) 

soaring and calling, (3) undulating displays, (4) mutual soaring and undu-

lating displays, (5) rolling and foot touching, and (6) cart-wheeling or 

spinning, as seen below. 

 

 

Gargettôs research found that, while different ñcourtship flightsò do take 

place in Black Eagle pairs, ñcourtship behaviour prior to nest-building is 

not pronouncedò in them.  She said ñcourtship flying may be observed at 

any time of the year and is more evident during pair formation than at 

Fish-eagles cart-wheeling in òcourtship flightó 
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Sea-eagles  

in òcourtship flightó 

the beginning of each breeding cycle.ò  Brown specifically described 

Golden and Black Eagles performing spectacular 150 metre vertical dives 

and upward swoops, but usually silently.  He said that, on the other hand, 

the African Fish Eagle makes more use of ñloud, frequent calling from 

perches or soaring flight.ò   

 

According to Gargettôs observations in Black Eagles, the ñwhirlingò or 

cart-wheeling flight (described by Brown and Amadon as a courtship 

flight) seemed to rather be a ñgrapplingò flight between two un-paired 

eagles, in which the intruder  into occupied territory is vigorously repelled 

by the territory owner. 

 

Whatever the variation in form of ñcourtshipò behaviour exhibited by dif-

ferent types of eagles and different pairs of eagles, the fact is: there are 

specific behaviour patterns in eagles that indicate that they are estab-

lishing a life-long, faithful relationship and bondé 

 

Some of these unique and amazing behavioural phenomena are illustrated 

on the next two pages. 
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Bald Eagles cart-wheeling Black Eaglesõ criss-crossing path 

Above:  

1) Undulating display flight in 

Tawny Eagle  

2) Pendulum display flight in 

Black Eagles  

1 

2 

Left: òGrappling flightó between 

fighting Black Eaglesñwhich is 

also pair-forming flights with 

some eagles. 
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We now come to one of the most unique and outstanding characteris-

tics of Black Eaglesðtheir TOGETHERNESSé 

 

From the day a pair is joined together by God, they do not just stay to-

gether for life, but they are close together.  We can say theyôve become 

oneé Let me explain: they often perch together on a high rock or cliff, 

they build and repair their nests together, they care for their young to-

gether, they usually hunt together, they seem to show affection to each 

other, and ...they fly together in a most wonderful way!  In ñBlack Eagle 

Fly Freeò John Cottrell says he many times saw them fly together with 

ñperfect timing and judgment and graceful action.ò  This is NOT a feature 

with other eagle species... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After 21 years of observation and study of Black Eagles, Valerie Gargett 

identified ñthe close attachment to each other of a mated pairò as a promi-

nent characteristic.  She says, ñThe two birds are commonly seen together 

and this ótogethernessô is a striking feature to anyone passing through the 

area.  In one territory, two black dots will come into view, side by side on 

top of a distant outcropé In another, the two are on a shady ledge out of 

the hot morning sun.  In a third, they fly into view, coasting effortlessly 

   Together... 


