
  

A call and a challenge  

to launch out in obedience to Godôs command,  

and to sail safely and successfully  

to our heavenly harbour! 
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With the Lordôs help,  

this book was compiled and written in 2009 

as the product of a small Christian schoolôs effort  

to prepare and send forth its young graduates  

into Godôs world - for His glory. 
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The Lord Jesus said: 

  

Launch out  
into the deep  

and let down your nets  

for a haul. 

Luke 5:4    
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      Graduation Prayer 
 

Beside lifeôs ocean, vast, untried, 

We stand; the young, the strong, the brave; 

And know tomorrowôs rolling tide 

Must bear us out across its wave: 

O Father God, we look to Thee! 

Guide Thou our course oôer lifeôs wide sea. 

 

We know not what may lie before, 

Or shoal or shallow, reef or bar; 

We know not how weôll come to shore- 

Or harbor near, or wreck afar: 

O Pilot, trusted, true and tried, 

Be Thou with us our course to guide! 

 

Come deepest darkness, Thou art light; 

Come tide and tempest, Thou art peace; 

Come wrong and warring, Thou art right; 

Come fear and failure, Thou ï release! 

Almighty God, be Thine to keep 

Our souls from peril on the deep! 

 

O Pilot of our souls, with Thee 

We fear no fierce or stormy gale; 

We fear no restless, rolling sea, 

For Thine is skill that will not fail; 

O Father God!  we trust in Thee 

To guide our course oôer lifeôs wide sea! 
 

E. Margaret Clarkson 

(Ps. 77:19) 
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LAUNCHING OUT  

with JESUS! 
 

   

 

 ñOh, let us launch out on this ocean so broad, 

 Where the floods of salvation oôerflow; 

 Oh, let us be lost in the mercy of God, 

 Till the depths of His fullness we know. 
 

 Launch out into the deep!  Oh, let the shoreline go; 

 Launch out, launch out in the ocean divine, 

 Out where the full tides flow.ò 
 

Let us launch out with Jesus!  Life is a launching out with Jesus!  What 

an adventure!  What a joy!  Jesus tells His disciples: ñLaunch out into the 

deep...!ò (Luke 5:4).  When He is my Captain and my Pilot, and I obey 

Him, ...no storms, no rocks or reefs, no winds and weather, no currents or 

cross-currents, no fog or foes, will be able to prevent me from reaching 

my Heavenly Harbour.  How wonderful that will be!  O, there is nothing 

that can compare with the glory and joy and privilege of reaching our 

heavenly Home ï which is the heart of God.  How we long for that day!  

But, before we reach that Haven, there are many days and weeks and even 

years of preparation ahead, as well as years of hard labour and tests and 

trials and journeying amidst many perils and possibilities.  Without our 

Heavenly Pilot we cannot make it, but with Him and through Him we can 

and will ï to His glory. 
 

This book is dedicated to all young people who are leaving school.  It is 

written with the prayer that it may be an inspiration to you (and others) as 

you stand at this crucial point in your life history on earth.  You have 

spent nearly 20 years in the homes of your parents and more than 10 years 

at School ï preparing for this time, and the time ahead.  You are hopefully 

ready to be launched out with Jesus into the world of adulthood, further 

studies, civil and domestic responsibilities, and work in Godôs Kingdom.  

Letôs remember that the only ñlaunching outò that will not end in disaster, 

but in glory (and be to His glory) is the ñlaunching outò with Jesus, in Je-

sus, through Jesus, and for Jesusé! 
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The Lord Jesus Christ, as well as your parents and friends in God, would 

like to see you launched out ï safely and successfully!  With that in mind 

we present this book for your careful reading.  In it, as the Lord gave us 

the ideas, weôll look at: 

 

a Pattern of launching out with Jesus; 

the Preparation that is needed; 

the Preconditions for launching out; 

the Principles of launching out; 

the Perils of launching out and the Perils at sea; 

the Principles of sailing successfully; 

the Promised arrival at our Heavenly Harbour; 

our Personal Response to the challengeé 

the Purpose of our launching out! 

 

Are you ready?  Are you on board?!  May you ñfare well,ò and may God 

be glorified!  ñBon voyage!ò 

 We are launching out 

in obedienceðto  

save lives! 
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PATTERN   
of  launching out with Jesus 

 
 

The first person who launched out with God, the first seafarer, was 

Noah!   Noah was a man after Godôs own heart.  He walked with God.  

He waited on God, he worshipped God, he worked for God, and he wit-

nessed for God.  He had practical faith in God.  He heard Godôs voice and 

obeyed God fully.  He worked very hard.  This is exceptional and exem-

plary.  He is a PATTERN for us.  Through him we see how to launch out 

in such a way that we will reach our destination safely and surely. 

 

Noahôs PRIORITY 

 

His priority was to walk with God (Gen 6:9), to listen to Him and obey 

Him.  He was righteous.  He was in a right relationship with God.  He had 

faith in God, he trusted in God (Heb 11:7).  He loved God and had a holy 

fear of God (Heb 11:7).  He did not initiate anything that came just from 

his own mind or will; no, he was led by God.  This applied to the whole 

idea of ñlaunching out,ò the building of a boat, the plan for the boat, the 

specifications for the ñpassengers,ò the time and place of the ñlaunching,ò 

the journey, and the arrival.   

 

Noahôs PREPARATIONS 

 

We have heard it being said: ñIf you want to chop down a tree, take half a 

day to sharpen your axe.ò  This means that your PREPARATIONS are 

extremely important.  Just imagine the kind of boat he was to build, ...and 

the fact that it had never been done before!  It was indeed a great under-

taking.  According to some experts, the ark was more than 550 ft long, 

about 90 ft broad, and about 50 ft in height!  Some say it was the size of 

one and a half soccer fields and the height of a four-storey building... 

 

This work of preparing the boat was not only great, but also costly.  It did 

not only cost him maybe all he had, but it also cost him constant care and 

concentration and hard work. It cost him absolute devotion and extraordi-

nary perseverance.  He worked at it day after day after day after day... It 

took him 120 years to prepare the ark for the journey!  Oh, but it was 

worth it all! 
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Some people think that 12 years at 

school is a long time of preparation, be-

fore they can be ñlaunched outò into the 

world of adult servant-hood, but com-

pared to 120 years, it isnôt so much! God 

is the One who determines the time of 

preparation and the time of launching 

out. 

 

Noahôs PERSEVERANCE 

 

Furthermore, Noah was exposed to the 

constant reproaches of his neighbours.  

They laughed at him and mocked him. 

They didnôt listen to him, and they didnôt believe him. They looked down on 

him and despised him. Though he was made the laughing stock of the whole 

world, he persevered.  Jonathan Edwards wrote in 1740 that ñin such an 

undertaking as this, Noah, at the divine direction, engaged and went through 

it, that himself and his family might be saved ... He began, and also made an 

end: óaccording to all that God commanded him, so did he.ô  Length of time 

did not weary him: he did not grow weary of his vast expense.  He stood the 

shock of the derision of all his neighbours, and of all the world, year after 

year: he did not grow weary of being their laughing stock, so as to give over 

his enterprise; but persevered in it till the ark was finished.ò 

 

Noahôs PATTERN of life 

 

The priority in his life was to walk with God, step by step and day after day, 

to trust in Him, to listen to Him, and to obey Him ï irrespective of all else.  

It seems to me that his was a DAILY  walk with God, a DAILY  working for 

God, a DAILY  waiting upon God, a DAILY  witnessing for God, a DAILY  

withstanding the opposition of the enemy of his soul (through his ungodly 

neighbours), a DAILY  working out his own salvation (and that of his fam-

ily) - in dependence upon God. 

 

ñ[Prompted] by faith Noah, being forewarned by God concerning events of 

which as yet there was no visible sign, took heed and diligently and rever-

ently constructed and PREPARED an ark for the deliverance of his own 

family.  By this [his faith which relied on God] he passed judgment and  
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sentence on the worldôs unbelief and became an heir and possessor of right-

eousness (that relation of being right into which God puts the person who has 

faith),ò (Hebrews 11:7; Amplified Bible)  In The Message translation we read: 

ñBy faith, Noah built a ship... He... acted on what he was told.  The result?  

His family was saved.  His act of FAITH drew a sharp line between the evil 

of the unbelieving world and the rightness of the believing world.  As a re-

sult, Noah became intimate with God.ò 

 

Noahôs PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP with God 

 

Oh friends, this was the KEY.  When the Bible says that ñby faith 

Noah ...built an ark,ò it means by a personal relationship with God.  Faith is a 

personal relationship with Godða relationship of love and trust and confi-

dent dependence and obedience.  Faith is to 

HEAR Godôs voice and to DO what He 

saysé Faith without works (of obedience) 

is dead (James 2:17,26).  The Bible says: 

ñNoah became intimate with God.ò  This 

means that he came to know God inti-

mately, like Paul later did.  The apostle 

Paul said: ñBut whatever former things I 

had that might have been gains to me, I 

have come to consider as [one combined] 

loss for Christôs sake.  Yes, furthermore, I 

count everything as loss compared to the 

possession of the priceless privilege (the 

overwhelming preciousness, the surpass-

ing worth, and supreme advantage) of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord and of 

progressively becoming more deeply and intimately acquainted with 

Him [of perceiving and recognizing and understanding Him more fully 

and clearly].  For His sake I have lost everything and consider it all to be 

mere rubbish (refuse, dregs), in order that I may win (gain) Christ (the 

Anointed One) é[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [ that 

I may progressively become more deeply and intimately acquainted with 

Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Per-

son more strongly and more clearly]éò (Philippians 3:7,8,10).  All I want is 

to know Him and to make Him known!  This is our pattern for life.  This is 

our pattern for ñlaunching outò successfully.  May God help us! 
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PREPARATION...  
 

InspirationðPreparationðRealization 
 

Without proper preparation, no ship can sail the seas and reach its de-

sired haven!  God has a goal for each one of us.  He has a goal for us on 

earth, and He has a goal for us in heaven.  Before He can launch us out to-

wards these goals, much preparation is needed! 

 

This is clearly seen in the many preparations that are done (sometimes over 

many years) before the launching of a ship.  We know that, after the vision 

has become clear: (1) a plan must be drawn up for the ship; (2) funds must be 

secured to build and sail it; (3) builders need to be employed to build it; (4) 

the actual building of the ship must take place; (5) the ship needs to be fully 

equipped; (6) the crew needs to be recruited, appointed and trained; (7) the 

leadership needs to be appointed; (8) the provisions (victuals) need to be 

bought and brought on board; (9) the ship needs to be tested; (10) the antici-

pated journey needs to be studied and planned; (11) the emergency measures 

and safety precautions need to be put in place; (12) a thorough study of navi-

gation and seafaring and emergency procedures needs to be completed and 

mastered; (13) the weather patterns and sea patterns (tides and currents) must 

be studied; (14) etc...  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This may all take many YEARS!  In the case of Noah it took 120 years.  

With Moses it took 80 years before he was ñlaunched outò on Godôs purpose 

for himðwhich was to lead the Israelites from slavery and bondage in Egypt, 

to freedom and fruitfulness in the Promised Land.  Joseph also went through 

many years of preparation: first in his fatherôs house, then in the pit, then in  

Building of Titanic 
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Potipharôs house, and then in Pharaohôs prison, before God could send him 

forth.  We see this needed time of preparation even in the life of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  He spent 30 years of ñpreparationò in a humble carpenterôs 

home and shop, amidst difficult siblings, patiently learning to be obedient 

through what he suffered.  It is clear that we, too, need to go through the 

years of Godôs preparation  for us before we can launch out with Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In ñSo Send I You,ò Oswald Chambers says: ñPreparation is not something 

suddenly accomplished but a process steadily maintained.  It  is easy to 

imagine that we get to a settled state of experience where we are complete 

and ready.  But in work for God it is always preparation and preparation.  

Moral preparation comes before intellectual preparation, because moral 

integrity is of more practical value than any amount of mental insight.ò 
 

Our  years of preparation are usually through (1) our parents and brothers and 

sisters at HOME, (2) our teachers and peers at SCHOOL, (3) our pastor, eld-

ers, and Christian brothers and sisters at CHURCH, (4) our interactions with 

others in LIFE, and (5) our personal relationship and walk and dealings with 

GOD... 
 

During the crucial time of preparation under our parents AT HOME , we 

learn at least the following.  We learn to: 

¶ Love sincerely and practically.  

¶ Submit to authority. 

¶ Obey from the heart. 

¶ Receive love (...and discipline). 

¶ Be patient with others. 

¶ Listen and Communicate well. 

¶ Give love. 

¶ Be disciplined (in daily habits and chores). 

Years of preparation and buildingé (The Titanic) 

Engine 
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¶ Read the Bible, pray and worship God. 

¶ Practice holy habits. 

¶ Clean our rooms, work in the garden, work on cars, paint, wash 

dishes, iron our clothes, make our own clothes, work with our hands, 

be creative, use money wisely, save money and share with others.  We 

also learn to... 

¶ Sing as we go through life. 

¶ Be honest (always). 

¶ Dress modestly. 

¶ Rise early. 

¶ Be orderly. 

¶ Show respect. 

¶ Work hard.  

¶ Be faithful. 

¶ Have good eating habits. 

¶ Honour older people. 

¶ Evangelize and win neighbours for the Lord Jesus. 

¶ Participate in and conduct family worship. 

¶ Greet and thank people properly. 

¶ Sit and walk and talk to Godôs glory. 

¶ Confess our sins to one another (to walk in the light with one another). 

¶ Be people of integrity. 

¶ Love God with our all, always. 

 

While it is true that our homes are the smallest forms of churches, in Godôs 

wisdom He also prepares us at and through our respective CHURCHES. 

There we learn to... 

§ Pray to God (together with others) and do spiritual warfare. 

§ Listen to His Word and receive His teaching. 

§ Worship and praise God with those who are pure. 

§ Function as the body of Christ. 

§ Reach out to unbelievers and believers. 

§ Testify to Godôs glory. 

§ Make disciples. 

§ Conduct Bible studies, and prayer meetings and outreaches. 

§ Share and proclaim Godôs Word. 

§ Mobilize together for Missions. 

§ Discern the spirits. 

§ Distinguish between the true and the counterfeit, the holy and the 

profane (the unholy). 

The plan for the  

 ñJohn Williamsò  

missionary ship 
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§ Care for those in need in Godôs body. 

§ Use Godôs money Biblically. 

§ Evangelize effectively. 

§ Conduct ourselves worthy of the Lord. 

§ Practice the sacraments to His glory.  We also learn... 

§ The practical importance of Church discipline. 

§ The importance of submission to delegated authority. 

§ To put feet to our faith. 

§ To live in loving unity as a body of believers in Jesus.  

§ And more... 

 

Another major component of our PREPARATION for ñlaunching outò is 

what happens at SCHOOL and through our school work.  Those who were 

privileged to attend Christian Schools have a great advantage over others. At 

our Christian School (for instance) the preparation we hope to see in the stu-

dents are that they learn to: 

 

V Walk with God for themselves. 

V Work hard, play well, and do all for Jesus. 

V Set daily goals, weekly goals, quarterly goals, yearly goals, and life 

goals. 

V Be people of integrity. 

V Walk and work as Jesus did. 

V Complete the goals and tasks given to them. 

V Obey God and those in authority over them. 

V Be honest and truthful in their words, thoughts and actions. 

V Be well-grounded in all their major academic subjects. 

V Work well with computers and computer programs. 

V Study conscientiously, diligently, thoroughly, and consistently. 

V Use their God-given talents optimally (their intellect, their voice, 

their skills, etc.). 

V Follow well and lead like Jesus (where needed).  

V Face, accept and overcome new challenges. 

V Take notes and make summaries. 

V Be disciplined in their work and ways. 

V Be creative and innovative. 

V Read and type well. 

V Be reliable and faithful. 

V Be active and not passive. 

V Be respectful and helpful. 

Preparing boat  

for the launch 
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V Do everything in excellence (for Jesus). 

V Relate to their peers, junior and senior, as well as their teachers, in a 

godly way. 

V Overcome negative peer-pressure and help create positive peer-

pressure. 

V Also give attention to physical training and healthy living. 

V Compete in a Christian way (academically and in sport). 

V Not live for themselves but for God. 

V Be whole-hearted, practical missionaries for Him. 

V Draw and lead others to Christ. 

V Make a difference in this world. 

V Trust God in the ordinary activities of every day.  

V Love God with all their heart, and soul, and mind and strength. 

V and their neighbours as themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus says: ñCome, follow Me,  

...and I will make you fishers of menò  

Mark 1:17 

 

More can be said, but maybe this is enough to show that there are MANY 

things that are needed to be done and developed in each one of us during the 

PREPARATION phase.  We can also ask ourselves: ñHow have I gone 

through this phase of preparation?  Have I learned the lessons I needed to 

learn?  Am I prepared and ready for launching out with Jesus?ò    

Plans for preparing a 

Fishing Boat! 
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Have I been properly prepared for what lies ahead?  Have I prepared 

myself, as God wanted me to? 

 

We may tend to emphasize the launching out, but the Lord emphasizes the 

preparation!  We may promote 3 years (or even 3 months!)  of training  for 

30 years of service, while the Lord went through 30 years of trainingðfor 3 

years of glorious serviceé  His ways are not our ways. 

 

It is clear that the main emphasis in the preparation for ñlaunching outò 

is not the building of a ñshipò, but the building of an intimate relation-

ship with God and the building of Christ-like character.  This is the best!  

This is most important! 

 

In ñCalling Youth to Christ,ò  Dr Billy Graham  says that ñduring the middle 

ages there was a court fool who could make the lord of the manor laugh 

more than any other clown. One 

day his master called him in and 

said, óFool, you are the greatest 

fool I ever met. Take this staff and 

keep it until you meet a greater 

fool than thyself. Then pass it on 

to that greater fool.ô 

 Years passed, and one day 

the fool heard that his master was 

sick. He went to see him. óWhat is 

the matter, master?ô he asked. óI 

am going on a long journey,ô was 

the reply. óWhere are you going?ô 

inquired the fool. óI donôt know,ô  

was the faint sigh.  óHow long will 

you be gone?ô questioned the fool. 

 óI shall never return.ô 

 óHave you made any preparations for the journey?ô 

 óNo.ô 

 óYou mean to tell me that you are taking a long journey from which 

you will never return, and you have made no preparations for the trip?ô 

 óI guess that is it.ô 

 óO master, take this staff, for thou art a greater fool than myself.ôé 

Young man, young woman, father, mother ï a heart attack, an atomic 

bomb, an automobile crash, a hotel fire, and perhaps you will start your  

 

The main emphasis  
in the preparation  
for òlaunching outó  
is not the building  
of a òshipó, but the  

building of an intimate  
relationship with God  
and the building of  
Christ-like character. 
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long journey. Have you made preparation? Are you certain that you know 

where you are going?  óIf thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 

and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou 

shalt be savedô (Rom. 10:9).ò 

 

The most important ñpreparationò is to Repent, Return to the Lord, 

Rely on Him (believe in Him  and trust in Him), Receive Him, and de-

velop a right Relationship with Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While the preparation phase is of great impor-

tance, it may sometimes still fall short of safe-

guarding the ñlaunching out,ò ...if the PRE-

CONDITIONS for launching out were not 

met!  The preparation should therefore be such 

that the preconditions for launching out are 

indeed met.  The good news is that proper 

preparation will  (through God) secure the 

fulfilling of the preconditions for launching 

out!   

 

Our next question is: ñWhat are the preconditions for launching out success-

fully?!ò 

Ready! 
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PRECONDITIONS 
for launching out 

 

 

There are definite preconditions that need to be fulfilled before 

there can be any thought of launching out.  This is true in the 

spiritual realm, as well as in the physical realm.   

 

According to ñThe Sanlam Skipperôs Guide for Small Vessel Seamanship,ò 

which is endorsed by the National Sea Rescue Institute, the following points 

are some of the important preconditions: 

 

X ñPersons who take a small vessel to sea MUST have passed their examina-

tion and hold a ñSouth African Maritime Safety Authorityò recognized 

Certificate of  Confidence, with or without additional endorsements for 

surf launching, commercial night operations, being a dive boat skipper, 

etc. 

X Skippers should have undergone the necessary, approved training course

(s) and have done the prescribed ñsea timeò ( with or without a Tutor 

Skipper).  In other words, apart from having acquired the necessary 

knowledge, they should have also had the necessary practical experience 

at sea. 

X ñNo person may operate a vessel if he/she is not physically able and of 

sound mental healthò 

X ñNo person may operate a vessel while under the influence of intoxicating 

liquor or of a drug having a narcotic effect.ò 

X The prescribed syllabus for skippers should include training in general 

legal requirements, seamanship, boat-handling and motors, safety afloat 

(stability), first aid, ñRule of the Roadò at sea, radio procedures, oceanog-

raphy and weather, navigation, compass-work, and chart-work. 

X ñNo person may ñlaunch outò who does not have a doctorôs certificate de-

claring them ñfit to go to sea.ò 

X The construction and fitting out of the vessel must be in accordance with 

accepted codes of boat-building practice, incorporating stability and buoy-

ancy requirements. 

X The boat must be sea-worthy!  The skipper must be in possession of a 

ñlocal safety certificate,ò which was issued after a complete survey of the 

vesselôs hull, machinery and safety equipment.  This is a necessary 

ñcertificate of fitnessò for the boat itself.  
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X The following safety appliances and equipment are included in the list of 

preconditions for launching out: life jackets, flares, drinking water, a VHF 

radio, a compass, suitable charts, fire extinguishers, suitable bailing de-

vises, an anchor, a life raft, a tool kit, spare parts, a first aid kit, a capsizer 

rope, a grabline, etc. 

X The skipper should prepare a checklist and meticulously use it before 

launching out.  Such a check-list may include: drain-plug in (!); sea anchor 

ready for use; radio check; chart of area obtained and studied; everything 

secured and stowed away (this is very important ï especially in stormy 

weather); check controls; steering and boat in general; study launch site, 

note tide, wave and sea conditions; confirm weather and check tides; 

check the list for all the safety and other essential equipment; check fresh 

drinking water is on board; enough (plus 25% extra) fuel on board for the 

voyage; etc. 

 

It is clear to see that all of the above-mentioned PRECONDITIONS for 

launching out have SPIRITUAL APPLICATIONS.  When we carefully think 

about it, we can see and appreciate that we cannot just ñlaunch outò in lifeôs 

sea and ñhopeò to reach our Heavenly Harbour safely; no, there needs to be 

proper preparation as well as specific checking if all the preconditions have 

been met. For instance, I need to ask myself: 

 

1. Am I spiritually fit to launch out?  

2. Am I spiritually trained to launch out?  

3. Am I spiritually approved of God to launch out? 

4. Am I spiritually built up according to Godôs pattern? 

5. Have I passed the spiritual check-list? 

 

Letôs look at these questions one by one, and apply it to our own lives... 

 

1. Am I spiritually fit to launch out ?  If I am not born again, if I am not 

born from above by the Spirit of God, Iôll surely sink ï if Iôm not sunk al-

ready.  If my heart is not clean, or my hands are not clean, or my head is not 

clean (in thought and imagination), I am spiritually NOT fit to launch out.  If 

I am under the influence of drink or drugs or rock music, or the fashions of 

the world, or any other form of sin, I am spiritually unfit for launching.  If I 

am proud, or have rebellion or bitterness or impurity in my heart, Iôll sink 

like a stone to the bottom of the seaé Also, if there is any ñleakò in my life, 

Iôll not be able to make it! 
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David realized that he cannot launch out in life if he is not searched, exam-

ined, tested, helped and approved of God.  That is why he cried out: 

ñInvestigate my life, O God, find out everything about me; cross-examine 

and test me, get a clear picture of what I am about éò (Ps. 139:23;The Mes-

sage); ñSearch me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anx-

ious thoughts. See if there be any offensive way in me, and lead me in the 

way everlasting.ò (Ps. 139:23, 24;NIV). 

 

Even if I am not spiritually sick, it does not mean that I am spiritually FIT!  

Someone may be physically without any disease, but definitely not fit, be-

cause they may have not exercised and trained their bodies over a period of 

time.  To be spiritually FIT, I need to have undergone spiritual TRAINING 

and EXERCISE!  With this in mind the Apostle Paul told the young man, 

Timothy: ñTrain yourself to be godlyò (1 Timothy 4:7;NIV); ñDiscipline 

yourself for the purpose of godlinessò (NASB).  This brings me to the next 

question: 

 

2. Am I spiritually trained to launch out ?  If a person is TAUGHT about 

seafaring, but he (or she) has not been trained (practically), heôll most proba-

bly sink the ship on the first voyage!  O friends, this should not be ignored! If 

I have head knowledge about living life to Godôs glory, but lack the practical 

application and use of this knowledge in my day to day life ï then I am NOT 

spiritually trained to launch out!  This is a desperate need in our day and age!   

 

Before I can ñlaunch out,ò I need to be trained spiritually.  I need to know: 

(i) how to use Godôs spiritual compass (His Word and Spirit), and have ex-

perience in using it.  I also need to know (ii) how to deal with spiritual storms 

in life, (iii) how to use Godôs map correctly, (iv) how to go forward despite 

adverse winds, (v) how to keep my course (even when thereôs a spiritual fog), 

(vi) how to detect and overcome spiritual under-currents, (vii) how to spot 

and shun spiritual rocks, (viii) how to prevent myself from ñgoing over-

boardò in any area of my life, (ix) how to detect and fix a spiritual ñleakò in 

my life, (x) how to sail and work in harmony with others, (xi) how to avoid a 

fatal collision with another boat or person, (xii) how to sail and work and 

serve with endurance, and (xiii) how to do it all to Godôs gloryé! 

 

So the question is: ñAm I spiritually TRAINED to launch out? Do I have the 

necessary spiritual EXPERIENCE to launch out?!  Have I done enough 

spiritual ósea-timeô?!ò  In other words:  Am I experienced in studying Godôs 

Word?  Am I experienced in hearing Godôs voice and in being guided by  
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Him?  Am I experienced in staying on course (spiritually) despite negative 

peer-group pressure, despite the many worldly temptations, despite the trials 

(in my family or school or church), despite the onslaughts of the devil in my 

life?  Am I experienced in praying to God?  Am I experienced in showing 

others the way to God and in actually leading others to Christ?  Am I experi-

enced in keeping my spiritual life and walk with God ñship-shapeò and right 

with Him and others?!  It is true that there will always be room for improve-

ment and that oneôs experience needs to continually grow, and therefore one 

cannot wait endlessly for more and more knowledge, and more and more ex-

perience, ...but a time comes where oneôs experience in the Lord is sufficient 

to warrant and justify the actual ñlaunching outò into Godôs further (or wider 

or narrower) purposes, in His will.  Furthermore, I need to ask myself: 

 

3. Am I spiritually APPROVED of God to launch out?  We see that even 

the Lord Jesus Christ (as perfect man) was first approved of God before He 

was launched out into public ministry.  We read that, at His baptism in water 

and the Spirit, God the Father said: ñThis is My Beloved Son in Whom I am 

well pleasedò (Matthew 3:17).  A skipper cannot be approved to go to sea 

without a recognized ñcertificate of competenceò.  In the same way, no one 

dares to launch out without obtaining Godôs ñcertificate of competenceò ï in 

the form  of His personal approval, as well as in the form of His anointing, 

through the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  This is how it was with the Lord Je-

sus.  This is how it should be with you and me.  I need to ask myself: ñDo I 

have His approval?  Have I been anointed by Him with ópower from on 

highô?ò 

 

4. Am I spiritually BUILT UP according to Godôs pattern (like a ship that 

is properly built according to plan and regulations)?  According to ñThe 

Sanlam Skipperôs Guide for Small Vessel Seamanship,ò ...ñthe construction 

and fitting out of the vessel must be in accordance with accepted codes of 

boat building practice, incorporating stability and buoyancy  requirements.  

Each stage of the construction must be inspected and approved by SAMSA, 

who will also oversee the sea trials and stability tests.ò   

 

Noah had to first BUILD the boat according to the perfect plan that God had 

given him, before it could be launched out.  Godôs plans are always the best.  

Godôs pattern is always the best.  To build according to His plan (His model) 

is to be sure that your boat (your life) will be seaworthy, and ready to face 

some storms...  
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The first model was given to Adam and Eve in Genesis chapter two.  The 

next model was revealed to Noah (as already mentioned). The following 

model was given to Moses and personally written down on the tablets of 

stone (Exodus 20).  The latest model of the boat of life was given by the Lord 

Jesus Himself in the ñSermon on the Mountò (in Matthew chapters 5,6 and 

7).  He also showed it to us by the Life He lived.   

 

When my life is BUILT on that Model, that Patternðthe pattern of the 

life of Christ, my life-ship is ready for launching out.  Amy Carmichael 

said: 

   If Jesus built a ship, 

        She would travel trim: 

   If Jesus roofed a barn, 

        No leaks would be left by Him: 

   If Jesus planted a garden, 

        He would make it like Paradise: 

   If Jesus did my dayôs work, 

        It would delight His Fatherôs eyes. 

 

May He not just be our Model, our Pattern, but may He also be our Builder.  

May He build our ship, then we will ñtravel trim.ò 

 

5. Have I passed the spiritual check-list?  Just as the skipper carefully and 

meticulously goes through his check-list, as a precondition for launching out, 

I need to go through the spiritual check-list that applies to MY life and 

launching out.  The following check-list is very useful.  It needs to be 

checked, point for point, and with great honesty before the Lord.  It is from 

the pamphlet called ñHeart Searching for Prayer Preparation and Personal 

Revivalò: It says: 

 

"Search me, O God, and know my heart, try me and know my thoughts: 

and see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlast-

ing."  (Psalm 139:23-24).  ñOne of the problems we face as Christians is that 

many people do not look on sin as being very bad. Seeing it as high treason 

has revolutionized my thinking. Ezekiel 39:23 (NAS). In other words, when a 

Christian is Christ-controlled, Christ is on the throne of his life. Ego-self is 

dethroned. When the slightest sin is committed: a thought, word, deed or atti-

tude, Christ is dethroned and ego-self is enthroned. That is treason! It is self 

usurping the throne from Christ. Because He is King of kings and Lord of 

lords, it is high treason. 
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Perhaps this is one reason James could say. 

"For whosoever shall keep the whole law, 

and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 

all." (James 2:10). It is not so much the sin 

that is bad, but the very nature of sin itself. 

It is high treason. 

 

Prayerfully, consider the following ques-

tions. Go through these questions one by 

one. Answer truthfully each question. Every 

óyesô answer means sin in your life.  In 

reading these questions, as you are con-

victed of sin, confess it at once to God. Be 

willing to make it rightéthen you can 

claim cleansing and forgiveness. "If we 

confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). ..."He 

that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whosoever confesseth and 

forsaketh them shall have mercy" (Proverbs 28:13)é 

  

(1) Matthew 6:12-l4 Is there anyone against whom you hold a grudge? 

Anyone you have not forgiven? Anyone you hate? Anyone you do not 

love? ...Is there any person against whom you are harboring bitterness, 

resentment, or jealousy? Anyone you dislike to hear praised or well spo-

ken of? Do you allow anything to justify a wrong attitude toward another? 

(2) Matthew 6:33 Is there anything in which you have failed to put God 

first? Have your decisions been made after your own wisdom and desires, 

rather than by seeking and following Godôs will? Do any of the following 

in any way interfere with your surrender and service to God: ambition, 

pleasures, loved ones, friendships, desire for recognition, money, your 

own plans? 

(3) Mark 16:15 Have you failed to seek the lost for Christ; Have you 

failed to witness consistently with your mouth for the Lord Jesus Christ? 

Has your life not shown to the lost the Lord Jesus? 

(4) John 13:35 Are you secretly pleased over the misfortunes of others? 

Are you secretly annoyed over the accomplishments or advancements of 

another? Are you guilty of any contention or strife? Do you quarrel, ar-

gue, or engage in heated discussions? Are you a partaker in any division, 
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or party spirit? Are there people whom you deliberately slight? 

(5) Acts 20:35 Have you robbed God by withholding His due of time, 

talents and money?... 

(6) 1 Corinthians 4:2 Are you undependable so that you cannot be 

trusted with responsibilities in the Lordôs work? Are you allowing your 

emotions to be stirred for the things of the Lord but doing nothing about 

it? 

(7) 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Are you in any way careless with your body? 

Do you fail to care for it as the temple of the Holy Spirit? Are you guilty 

of intemperance in eating or drinking? Do you have any habits which are 

defiling to the body? 

 (8) 1 Corinthians 10:31 Do you take the slightest credit for anything 

good about you, rather than give all the glory to God? Do you talk of what 

you have done rather than of what Christ has done? Are your statements 

mostly about "I?" Are your feelings easily hurt? Have you made a pre-

tense of being something that you are not? 

(9) Ephesians 3:20 Are you self-conscious rather than Christ-conscious? 

Do you allow feelings of inferiority to keep you from attempting things 

you should in service for God? 

(10) Ephesians 4:28 ...Do you do very little in your work? Have you been 

careless in the payment of your debts? ...Do you waste time? Do you 

waste time for others? 

(11) Ephesians 4:31 Do you complain? Do you find fault? Do you have a 

critical attitude towards any person or anything? Are you irritable or 

cranky? Do you ever carry hidden anger? Do you get angry? Do you be-

come impatient with others? Are you ever harsh or unkind? 

(12) Ephesians 5:16 Do you listen to unedifying radio or television pro-

grams? Do you read unworthy magazines? Do you partake in worldly 

amusements? Do you find it necessary to seek satisfaction from any ques-

tionable source? Are you doing certain things that show that you are not 

satisfied in the Lord Jesus Christ? 

(13) Ephesians 5:20 Have you neglected to thank Him for all things, the 

seemingly bad as well as the good? Have you virtually called God a liar 

by doubting His Word? Do you worry? Is your spiritual temperature 

based on your feelings instead of on the facts of Godôs Word? 

(14) Philippians 1:21 Are you taken up with the cares of this life? Is your 

conversation or heart joyful over things rather than the Lord and His 

Word? Does anything mean more to you than living for and pleasing 

God? 
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(15) Philippians 2:l4 Do you ever by word or deed seek to hurt someone? 

Do you gossip? Do you speak unkindly concerning people when they are 

not present? Do you carry prejudice against true Christians because they 

are of some different group than yours, or because they do not see every-

thing exactly like you?  

 (16) Philippians 4:4 Have you neglected to seek to be pleasing to Him in 

all things? Do you carry any bitterness toward God? Have you com-

plained against Him in any way? Have you been dissatisfied with His pro-

vision for you? Is there in your heart any unwillingness to obey God 

fully? Do you have any reservations as to what you would or would not 

do concerning anything that might be His Will? Have you disobeyed 

some direct leading from Him? 

(17) Col. 3:9 Do you engage in empty and unprofitable conversation? Do 

you ever lie? Do you ever exaggerate? Cheat? Steal?... 

(18) 2 Timothy 2:22 Do you have any personal habits that are not pure? 

Do you allow impure thoughts...? Do you read that which is impure or 

suggests unholy things? Do you indulge in any unclean entertainment? 

Are you guilty of the lustful look? 

(19) Hebrews 10:25 Do you stay away from the meetings of preaching 

the gospel? Do you whisper or think about other things while Godôs Word 

is being read or preached? Are you irregular in attendance at services? Do 

you neglect to attend or participate in meetings for prayer? Have you ne-

glected or slighted daily or private prayer? Have you neglected Godôs 

Word? Do you find the Bible and prayer uninteresting? Have you ne-

glected thanksgiving at meals? Have you neglected daily family devotions 

(20) Hebrews 3:17 Do you hesitate to submit to leaders in the church or 

elsewhere? Are you lazy? Do you rebel at requests given to you to help 

the work of the gospel? Do you in any way have a stubborn or unteach-

able spirit? 

(21) James 1:27 Have you allowed yourself to become "spotted" by the 

world? Is your manner of dress pleasing to God? Do you spend beyond 

what is pleasing to God on anything? Do you neglect to pray about things 

you buy? 

(22) James 4:6 Do you feel that you are doing quite well as a Christian? 

That you are not so bad? That you are good enough? Are you stubborn? 

Do you insist on having your own way? Do you insist on your rights? 

(23) James 4:11 Have you dishonored Him and hindered His work by 

criticizing His servants? Have you failed to pray regularly for your pastor 

or other spiritual leaders? Do you find it hard to be corrected? Are you 
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more concerned about what people will think than what will be pleasing 

to God? 

 

If you have been honest and true in the matter of admitting your sins, then 

you are ready for Godôs cleansing. ...Remember these three things: 

1. If the sin is against God, confess it to God, and make things right 

with God. 

2. If the sin is against another person, confess it to God, and make the 

sin right with the other one. 

3. If the sin is against a group, confess it to God, and make it right 

with the group. 

 

If there is full confession, there will be full cleansing. Then the joy of the 

Lord will follow. There can be testimony and prayer in the power  

of the Holy Spirit. Revival will follow.ò   (This brochure was prepared 

from materials originally distributed by  Rev. Dudley Hall).  David said in 

Psalm 19:12ð "Who can understand his errors? Cleanse thou me from 

secret faults."   

 

We also read in James 5:16, ñMake this your common practice: Confess 

your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you can live to-

gether whole and healedò (The Message).   ñConfess to one another there-

fore your faults (your slips, your false steps, your offenses, your sins) and 

pray [also] for one another, that you may be healed and restored [to a 

spiritual tone of mind and heart]. The earnest (heartfelt, continued) prayer 

of a righteous man makes tremendous power available [dynamic in its 

working].ò (Amplified Bible).  May the Lord help us.  

 

I trust we can now say and pray: ñLord Jesus, thank You for showing me 

myself.  Thank You for showing me Thyself.  Help me to stay pure.  

Help me to be spiritually óship-shapeô.  Help me to remember that even 

though the boat may be ready, and the crew may be ready and approved, 

unless You are on board and behind the steering, we cannot dare to 

launch outò!  We say with Moses: ñIf Your presence doesnôt take the 

lead here, call this trip off right nowò (Exodus 33:15; The Message); ñIf 

Your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from 

here...ò (NIV).   

 

If Your Presence does not go with us, let us NOT launch outé! 
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I trust it will 

be successful 
 See how many 

people WATCH 

the launché! 

 May God be 

glorified!  
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PRINCIPLES  
of 

launching out 
 

 

The Lord Jesus said to His disciples:  

ñLaunch out into the deepéò 

Luke 5:4 

 

It is a great day when, after years of preparation and building and training, 

God gives the go-ahead for launching out with Him.  Practically, when you 

reach the end of your schooling career, you are at such a critical time of 

launching out in your life.  Many are happy when that day comes, but they 

are not properly prepared, and quickly get lost on the ocean of life, or even 

sink just outside the harbor.  But to those who are ready, it is indeed a great 

day when they launch out from the harbour of school (and home)é 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñBravo Zuluò launching out on a rescue mission! 

 

Amy Carmichael, who served the Lord for many years in Tamil Nadu, India, 

knew what it was to launch out with Jesus.  To those who have not yet  done 

it, she says: 
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A fishing trawler launching outé 
 

(The Lord Jesus said: ñI will make you fishers of menò - Mark 1:17)  

BEFORE THEE LIES THE SEA  

 

Wood violets lent their blue; 

    The plain, like sea at rest, 

Lay calm composed, as slowly grew 

    A glory manifestð 

Of water, earth or air, 

    Of gold or precious gem? 

Who gazed could only think of fair, 

    Far New Jerusalem. 

 

O thought in me, take wings, 

    And further, further fly; 

Hath entered heart of man the things 

    That wait beyond the sky? 

O Light that shall prevail, 

    O Powers that yet shall be! 

Arise, my soul; cast loose, set sail: 

    Before thee lies the sea. 
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One of the Puritans heard this call of God and, at the beginning of a new 

year, prayed this prayer of ñlaunching outò:  His prayer is from the book, 

ñThe Valley of Vision: A Collection of Puritan Prayers and Devotions.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

O Lord, 

Length of days does not profit me  

     except the days are passed in Thy presence,  

     in Thy service, in Thy glory. 

Give me a grace that precedes, follows, guides, 

     sustains, sanctifies, aids every hour, 

that I may not be one moment apart from Thee, 

but may rely on Thy Spirit 

     to supply every thought, 

     speak in every word, 

     direct every step, 

     prosper every work, 

     build up every mote of faith, 

     and give me a desire 

            to show forth Thy praise; 

            testify Thy love, 

            advance Thy kingdom. 

I launch my bark on the unknown waters  

   of this year, 

with Thee, O Father, as my harbor, 

         Thee, O Son, at the helm, 

         Thee, O Holy Spirit, filling my sails. 

Guide me to heaven with my loins girt, 

 my lamp burning, 

 my ear open to Thy calls, 

 my heart full of love, 

 my soul free. 

Give me Thy grace to sanctify me, 

 Thy comforts to cheer, 

 Thy wisdom to teach, 

 Thy right hand to guide, 

 Thy counsel to instruct, 

 Thy law to judge, 

 Thy presence to stabilize. 

May Thy fear be my awe, 

 Thy triumphs my joy. 
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While some skippers launch out from the harbour, others launch out from the 

beach, through the surf.  This is more tricky and risky.  According to one 

ñSkipperôs Guide,ò to launch out through the surf, you need to: 
 

Ĕ ñStudy the wave pattern for some time before you launché Look for a 

place where the wave height is lowest.  Bear in mind that a retreating 

wave can leave the bottom exposed. 

Ĕ Launch the boat into the wavesé 

Ĕ Ensure the crew have donned their life jackets before the launché  

Ĕ The launch should be so timed that the vessel is in the water with engine

(s) running and ready to go when the lull occurs... 

Ĕ Make every effort to cross each incoming wave at right anglesé 

Ĕ Never try to climb a wave at high speed.  This could result in the boat 

being flipped or damaged when crashing back into the sea after a spec-

tacular leap.  Too low speed can allow the wave to swamp the boat or 

push it aside, so broaching the boat.  Each wave must be approached 

with commitment and speed.  As the boat climbs the face of the wave, 

throttles are cut back.  As the boat passes the crest of the wave and 

drops down the slope of the wave, throttles are pushed open. 

Ĕ Ensure you have a clear path to launch through.  No bathers or hazards. 

Ĕ Only when you are well clear of the furthest back line, stop the boat.  

...carry out a second radio check with your base or control. 

Ĕ Note: The vessel going out through the surf has the right of way over 

vessels returning through the surf.ò 

When we apply this spiritually , it means that some of the PRINCIPLES of 

ñlaunching outò successfully are as follows: 
 

Ò Launch out at the right time, Godôs timeé  

Ò Do not be afraid, but be cautious and carefulé  

Facing the waves! 
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Ò Do things in the right wayðevery timeé  

Ò Do not be too slow, neither too fasté  

Ò Face the ñwavesò (the challenges coming at you) squarely, head-on, 

with Jesusé            

Ò Approach each ñwaveò with commitment and speedé  

Ò Make sure no one is injured in the processé (donôt just think of 

yourself) 

Ò Stop the boat after youôre well clear of the furthest back line (of break-

ing waves), to check your position and your boat, and to make radio 

contact with your base or control... This basically means: Stop, check if 

everything is okay, and PRAY!  David calls it ñSelahò in the Psalms, 

which means: PAUSE, PONDER, and PRAISE GOD! One of the Puri-

tans said: ñIn prayer I launch far out into the eternal world, and on that 

broad ocean my soul triumphs over all evils on the shores of mortalityé 

Blessed be the strong gales of the Spirit that speed me on my way to the 

New Jerusalemé. Help me to be all prayer and never to cease praying.ò 

Ò Above all, launching out needs FAITH!  Faith in God, faith in the abil-

ity of the boat, faith in the skill of the skipper, and faith in each other 

(the crew).  By faith in God we can launch out successfully, cross 

stormy seas, overcome any temptation, and safely reach our heavenly 

haven.  We read in Godôs Word that Noah did it BY FAITH!  It means 

that he did it by trusting in God, relying on God, being dependent on 

God, leaning on God, and having confidence in God.  These all imply 

that he had a real, living, healthy, unclouded relationship with God.  

He walked with God!  O friends, this is the only way to launch out suc-

cessfully... You and I need to walk with God ourselves; we need to have 

an intimate, personal relationship with Jesus; we need to have a sure and 

confident and living faith in God... We need to believe that He is able to 

keep us, that He will be with us always, that He will lead us, protect us, 

and bring us safely to the place He has prepared for us (on earth and in 

heaven)!  He will guide me through life!  He will show me His will!  He 

will show me the way!  He will keep me safe!  He will protect me!  He 

will be with me all the time and all the way!  He will fulfill His purpose 

in and through me!  He will enable me!  He is faithful; He is reliable; He 

can be depended on (1 Corinthians 1:8,9; Ampl)  There is no one like 

Him! He is indeed the Author and Finisher of our faith.  He is also the 

Author and Finisher of MY faith!  How I thank God that I can launch 

out with Him! 

Ò Furthermore, launching out requires OBEDIENCE.  In actual fact, as 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said: ñOnly  he who believes is obedient, and only  
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he who is obedient believes...ò.  Jesus told the disciples (as He is also 

telling me today): ñLaunch out into the deep...ò (Luke 5:4).  He wants 

us to launch out.  He tells us to launch out.  It is His will that we ñlaunch 

out.ò  He commands us to ñlaunch out!ò  Do you hear His voice?  Do you 

see His heart?  He says, ñLaunch out into the deep, and let down your 

nets for a draughtò (Luke 5:4).  He wants you to let down the nets. He 

wants you to catch fish.  He wants you to win others for Him!  He said to 

Peter and Andrew: ñCome, follow Me, ...and I will make you fishers of 

menò!  This word is also for each one of us... What a privilege!  What a 

responsibility!  What a challenge ï to launch out into the deep and let 

down our nets ...to bring people to God!  May we say, like Peter and An-

drew and Mark and John (and many others): ñYes, Lord!ò; ñIôll obey 

You, Lord!ò; ñIôll go, Lord!ò; ñIôll do what You want me to do!ò; ñIôll 

launch out, Lord!ò; ñMay You be glorified!ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Warburton Booth also heard Godôs call to the deep, responded to it, 

and put what she learned as follows: 
 

            THE CALL  
 

It came so clear and distinct 

                                  ñWill you go?ò 

The Lord Jesus said to His disciples:  

ñLaunch out into the deepéò 

Luke 5:4 
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              She also wrote: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is so true.  As we go with Him, we triumph.  If we ñgoò without Him, 

things go wrong.  With some people things go wrong  even before theyôve 

left the harbour or the shore... Others go wrong and even get shipwrecked,  

just as they launch out and leave the harbour (or the safety of the shore).  

This is very, very sad.  We see, for instance, some young people who start 

relationships with the opposite gender, or start to attend worldly functions, or 

start to listen to worldly music, or start to join worldly company, or start to 

follow worldly fashions..., even before they leave school or leave their 

homes.  Other young people leave ñwell,ò but as soon as they are out of the 

direct inhibiting, restraining  and protecting influence of their parents and 

teachers or godly peers, they lose the way completely, are carried away fast 

by ungodly undercurrents, and experience devastating spiritual shipwreck!  

This should NOT be ignored!!! 

           THE DEEP 

 

    Go out with the tide, 

    Go out with the tide, 

It will take you out to the deep 

Where the sea billows roll 

And God fills your soul, 

Far out in the deep, in the deep. 

    Iôm out with the tide 

    Whatever betide, 

For Jesus is waiting for me. 

Oôer the waves at His call 

I gladly leave all 

In His ocean of love now to be. 

What could I do but answer, 

    ñLord, send meò? 

ñNay, not alone,ò He whispered, 

    ñI with thee.ò 
And so we go together 

    To the foe. 

We triumph in His victory  

    As we go. 
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Shackleton launching out 

 

Launching out... 

to ñfishò for men - for Jesus! 

Launching out... 

...to save lives! 

...to make war! 

Deep sea fishing... 
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PERILS  
of launching out 

and perils at sea 
 

ñI have been...exposed to...perils in the seaò 

2 Corinthians 11:25 

 

 

As exciting as it is to ñlaunch out,ò there are also PERILS involved in it.  The 

apostle Paul, who was like a missionary mercy ship, a worshiping warship, a 

Christ-filled cargo ship, a ready rescue boat, a trail-blazing ice-breaker ship, a 

Spirit-filled fishing boat, a hard-working harbour dredger ship (and more) ï 

all in one ï faced many of these perils. He said, ñI have been ...many times 

on journeys, [exposed to] ...perils in the seaò (2 Corinthians 11:25,26).  

ñThree times I have been aboard a ship wrecked at sea; a [whole] night and a 

day I have spent (adrift) on the deep...ò! (2 Corinthians 11:25).   

 

It is of great importance that every missionary mariner, every ñlauncher-out-

with-Jesusò acquaint themselves with the perils that may await them on their 

voyage to heaven.  Furthermore, that they also keep in mind that the most 

dangerous times of the whole journey are not when the storms rage, but... 

near the shore, near the harbour ï at the beginning of the voyage and near its 

end! This is very important.  If we are young or if we are old, we all need to 

keep this in mind.  Letôs look at some of these PERILS. 

 

1. NOT LAUNCHING OUT!  
 

This is indeed (surprisingly) a problem and a great danger in many lives.  We 

may hear the Lord say to us : ñLaunch out into the deep...ò (Luke 5:4); we 

may feel the challenge in our heart;  we may agree itôs the right thing to do;  

we may tell others that we intend to do it;  we may think and dream and plan 

to do it;  we may pray about it and discuss it with others; ...but NEVER DO 

IT !! O, how sad! 

 

C.T. Studd, who served the Lord as a burning flame of fire in China, India 

and Africa said: ñEvery true Christian is a soldier ï of Christ ï (a sailor of 

Christ  ï my addition) ï scorning the soft seductions of peace and her oft-

repeated warnings against hardships, disease, danger, and death, whom he 

counts among his bosom friends.ò 
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ñThe otherwise Christian is a chocolate soldier (a chocolate sailorðmy ad-

dition)!  Dissolving in water and melting at the smell of fire!  óSweetiesô they 

are!  Bonbons, lollipops!  Living their lives on a glass dish or in a cardboard 

box, each clad in his soft clothing, a little frilled white paper to preserve his 

dear little delicate constitution.ò 

 

ñóThey say and do notô ï they tell others to go, and yet do not go them-

selves... óI really cannot move,ô he says. óI only wish I could, but I can sing, 

and here are some of my favourite linesô: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He said: ñGod never meant me to be a jelly-fish! Godôs men are always he-

roes.ò  May God help us to not be chocolate soldiers, chocolate sailors!  

May He help us NOT to fear, not to stay at home, in bed, in our lazy-chair 

comforts, but to ñlaunch out into the deepò and DO GODôS WILL in this 

world, come what may! 

 

In ñMy Utmost for His Highest,ò Oswald Chambers said: ñIf you do not cut 

the moorings, God will have to break them by a storm and send you 

out.ò  
 

óI must be carried to the skies 

   On a flowery bed of ease, 

Let others fight to win the prize, 

   Or sail throô bloody seas. 

 

Mark time, Christian heroes, 

   Never go to war; 

Stop and mind the babies 

   Playing on the floor. 

 

Wash and dress and feed them 

   Forty times a week, 

óTil theyôre roly poly, 

   Puddings so to speak. 

 

CHORUS:  

 Round and round the nursery 

        Let us ambulate; 

 Sugar and spice and all thatôs nice 

        Must be on our plate.ô ò 
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HIGH and DRYðnot launched out! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fishermenôs boats on the beaché and not on the sea! 

ñCan anything be  

sadder  

than work left  

unfinished?  

Yes;  

work never begun!ò   

ñLaunch outé!ò 
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ñLaunch all on God, go out on the great swelling tide of His purpose, and 

you will get your eyes open.  If you believe in Jesus, you are not to spend 

all your time in the smooth waters just inside the harbour bar, full of 

delight, but always moored; you have to get out through the harbour bar 

into the great deeps of God and begin to know for yourself, begin to have 

spiritual discernment.ò  Christina Rosetti put it in different words.  She 

said: ñCan anything be sadder than work left unfinished? Yes; work never 

begun!ò   Another peril is, contrary to not launching out, is... 

 

2. LAUNCHING OUT PREMATURELY  

 

It is self-evident that if I launch out PREMATURELY, it may end in disaster, 

tragedy, shipwreck, even death!  If the preconditions (discussed earlier) are 

not met and I venture out in over-confidence or self-confidence, no one can 

tell how and where my voyage will end... I may be shipwrecked on 

ñtemptation island,ò or drift aimlessly with a broken mast, or sink slowly in a 

leaking vessel, or get hijacked by spiritual piratesé! 

 

This is especially important for missionary mariners.  Many a young person 

who went to the mission field, sailing with a strong wind in full sail, have 

gone shipwreck on the shores of sin or compromise, or got stuck on the reefs 

of demonic bondage, or returned to base harbour with ships that are barely 

afloat ï battered, bruised, broken, bleeding, barren, but still His... 

 

I read of a Christian girl who felt that God wanted her to go as a missionary 

to a Muslim country, which is what she did.  But then, one day, soon after 

she arrived in that country, while she was traveling in a bus, a man ap-

proached her and asked if he could sit next to her on the bus.  She agreed, 

made eye contact with him and they started a discussion.  There was some-

thing more than normal in the prolonged eye contact with each other, and the 

ñendò of the story was sin and disgrace and the end of her missionary service 

in that country. She returned home, sadly shipwrecked.  This is the peril of 

especially a premature ñlaunching out.ò  

 

The shipwreck of those who launched out prematurely may not necessarily 

take the form of impurity.  It may also come through PRIDE ï pride of per-

formance, pride of possessions, pride of pedigree, pride of profession, or 

pride of personal appearance or intellect.  God reminds us that ñpride goes 

before a destruction, a haughty spirit before a fallò (Proverbs 16:18), ...before 

a shipwreck! 
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May the Lord help us, keep us humble, and keep us in His will ï so that we 

may not hold back when we should ñlaunch 

outò ...AND that, on the other hand, we may not 

ñlaunch outò prematurely, while He is still pre-

paring us for His time and purpose.  To be in His 

perfect will is the only safe place ï be it in the 

harbour or out at sea! 
 

The next peril is the danger of... 
 

 

3. CROSS-CURRENTS 
 

These cross-currents are often encountered just outside 

the harbour-mouth.  Especially when you launch out 

from the harbour in a river, just as you leave the river-

mouth and enter the open sea ...cross-currents can be a 

real danger!  These cross-currents may take you off 

course right at the beginning of your voyage, and even cause you to end up 

on the rocks or stuck on a sandbank... 
 

To exit a harbour safely, especially at a river-mouth, skillful piloting and 

careful navigation are of extreme importance.  This is so important that some 

ships will fly in an experienced pilot (who knows that harbour and local con-

ditions like the palm of his hand) to help them start the voyage successfully 

and safely. 
 

We read in the Bible that in a Christianôs life, this ñstart upò pilot is no 

one else than the Lord Jesus Himself.  He is the Author (the Beginning 

Pilot) and the Finisher (the Ending Pilot) of our faith, which is our rela-

tionship-journey with God (Hebrews 12). He can steer us past and through 

the cross-currents at the harbour-mouth! 
 

The most common cross-current to the missionary mariner ï to a saved, 

sanctified and sent sailor ï is the cross-current of a ñboy-friendò or ñgirl

-friendò relationship!  While the world is waiting to hear Godôs Good 

News, while the sea is open before us, while the Wind of Godôs Spirit is in 

our sails, this cross-current will suddenly pluck at our hull.  If our vision is 

not clear, if our eyes are not on the Goal, if the engines are not full-throttle, if 

Jesus is not the Pilot, we may be swept aside or drift along with that cross-

current... O, may the Lord save all young mariners (and older ones) from 

such a demonic diversion! 

To be in His perfect 

will is the only safe 

place ï be it in the 

harbour or out at sea! 

Go against 

the current!  
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The young man or young woman who is Godôs choice for you (if it is His 

will for you to get married) will not come in the way of a ñboyfriendò or 

ñgirlfriendò relationship, but in the way of Godôs clear guidance. 

 

It will not be ñguidanceò through the Flesh, nor the Feelings, nor the 

ñFriendsò, nor the Family (or the cultural way), ...but it will be guidance 

from the Father in heaven, through His Holy Spirit working in your SPIRIT, 

in accordance with His Word.  It will be along the line of Godôs Goal for 

your life and Godôs Current in your spirit.  It will NOT be a ñcross-currentò, 

running across Godôs direction, and taking you off course... It will NOT be 

clashing with Godôs Current, Godôs Spirit.  It will NOT be taking you closer 

to the rocks of compromise, but closer to the wide ocean of Godôs wonderful 

will and purpose for you in this world!  May He help us and keep us on 

course ï right from the start, especially at the beginning of our voyage... 

  

There are, of course, many other cross-currents, too.  For instance, the cross-

current of worldly ambition, ...or financial gain, ...or a ñwelcomeò job, ...or 

an ñopen doorò for education contrary to Godôs guidance, ...or pleasing peo-

ple (especially parents and friends), ...or material possessions, ...or perceived 

ñfreedomò from parental rule, ...or comfort, ...or worldly ñpleasuresò (which 

are not true pleasures, neither pure pleasures).  Whatever the cross-current 

may be in your life and in my life, may the Lord help us see it, steer clear of 

it, or overcome it ï for His glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These diagrams illustrate that, if you want to overcome a cross-current, you 

need to adjust your course, so that you can compensate for the potential influ-

ence of the cross-current.  You need to go AGAINST the current if you 

want to still reach your desired (and appointed) end-point! 
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4. UNDERCURRENTS 
 

While cross-currents are often visible to the keen eye, especially near the 

shore and where the water is relatively shal-

low, undercurrents are usually NOT visible on 

the surface of things.  It makes them very dan-

gerous.  They work more secretly and slowly... 

 

When one looks at ice-bergs, for instance, de-

spite a strong wind moving north, it may still 

float south! This is because of a stronger un-

dercurrent!  What makes it worse is that most 

of an ice-berg is hidden, BELOW the surface of the sea ï and thus 

MORE susceptible to the influence of the undercurrent!   
 

It is the same in a personôs life.  Most of a personôs life is hidden out of sight.  

Our ñINNER WORLDò of thoughts and feelings and motives and imagina-

tions and spiritual perceptiveness and responsiveness ... is ñbelow the sur-

faceò and can more easily come under the influence of undercurrents which 

are contrary to Godôs mind and Godôs ways.  We are speaking of the under-

currents of pride, ...or bitterness, ...or un-forgiveness, ...or a critical spirit, 

...or desire for self-gratification, ...or self-centeredness, ...or selfishness, ...or 

inordinate affection, ...or laziness, ...or discouragement, ...or lust, ...or anger, 

...or selfish ambition, ...or jealousy ï in short, ñthe lust of the eyes, the lust of 

the flesh, and the pride of lifeò (which is not from God)!   

 

These undercurrents lead to spiritual drifting .  The 

Lord Jesus said: ñHe who walks about in the dark does 

not know where he goes [he is drifting]ò (John 

12:35b;Ampl). 

 

A person might have sailed through many seas and 

have gone quite ñdeepò,  but the undercurrents may and do still appear and 

assert their powerful subliminal influence... Oswald Chambers said, in ñMy 

Utmost for His Highestò: ñYou have remained true to God under great 

and intense trials, now beware of the undercurrentò!  
 

May the Lord help us to stay out of the way of these undercurrents, and if 

they have pulled us off course, to overcome their pull through His power and 

grace, come back on course, and continue in His way! 

 

ñNow beware  

of the  

undercurrent!ò 
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5. HIDDEN ROCKS and REEFS 

 

Successful seamen make sure they know where the hidden rocks and reefs 

are.  They also watch very diligently to identify in time where the rocks or 

reefs are just under the surface.  This is even more important in misty or 

stormy weather, or when sailing at night. 

 

Rocks show no mercy to ships!  Rocks have caused many a shipwreck!  If 

you KNOW there are rocks and you do not steer far away from them, you are 

the only one to blame when the rocks rip open the hull of your boat... 

 

As unmerciful as rocks are, ...SO IS SIN!  Rocks may look beautiful, but 

they still cause shipwreck. Sin may appear beautiful, even majestic, but 

still slays a soul!   

 

The same applies to reefs.  A coral reefs can be like a land of dreams, a 

ñmagicò world of splendour, colour, surprises, life, beauty and wonder...  and 

yet, wreck a ship!  Sin may also appear to be full of fascination and attraction 

and aesthetic beauty and ñperfectionò, and life, ...but (for all its beauty) itôs 

still the most sickening, soul-destroying, satanic and damnable fact in the 

universe.  Sin slays!  Sin always slays! 
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These hidden rocks and reefs are often close to the harbour, close to the 

starting place of the journey, or the resting places, or the half-way harbours, 

...and even close to the destination!  Just as most motor vehicle accidents 

happen close to home, these rocks are also great dangers ï CLOSE TO 

HOME .  It calls for extreme vigilance, watchfulness, carefulness and perse-

verance, ...as well as swift corrective action whenever these dangers are de-

tected! 

 

To a Christian seaman, a missionary mariner, some of the ñhidden rocksò 

are: pride, ñinferiorityò (which is inverted pride), independence, disobedi-

ence, unbelief, stubbornness, willfulness, rebellion, lust, lying, and anger. 

 

 

The ñcoral reefs of sinò can maybe be compared to those sins that appear 

most beautiful, most attractive to a person.  For instance: the sins in connec-

tion with relationships between boys and girls; or the sin of emotional forni-

cation; or the sin of desiring the fashions of the world; or the sin of wanting 

to marry a lovable person who is not a born-again, spirit-filled Christian; or 

the sin of finding comfort and refuge in music (instead of in God); or the sin 

of seeking to please people (and not God, first and foremost); or the sin of 

wanting to look attractive to the opposite gender; or the sin of flattering; or 

the sin of painting your face or body (which belongs to God) without permis-

sion; or the sin of pampering the flesh and seeking comfort; or the sin of the 

desires of the flesh, the desires of the eyes, the pride of life.  

 

When sin approaches on the horizon in the form of a wonderful, mag-

nificent coral reef ï I need to change course and speed away with horror, 

as fast as I can, with Godôs help! 
 

Beautiful coral reefs 
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If, for any reason out of my control, I am not in a position to completely 

avoid the nearness of the rocks and reefs, the allegorical story of the Si-

rens and their song may show something of the way to overcome:  

 

In Homerôs story of the Greek ñgodsò (or evil spirits), he also writes about 

the Sirens.  They allegedly were beautiful, enchanting, seductive creatures 

who lived on a dangerous, rocky island.  They were part woman, part 

bird.  Take note that (in the Bible) the expression, ñbirds of the air,ò refers 

to demons.  In later folklore they were presented as ñmermaidsò.  When 

mariners would sail past this island, the Sirens would sing a beautiful 

songðso irresistible that none can hear it and escape.  The charming song 

would enchant (bewitch) the sailors.  ñAll the sailors who heard the Si-

rens' songs would hurl themselves overboard and swim to the island of the 

Sirens'.  Lured by these strange maidens the men would die upon the jag-

ged rocks around the isleò, and their ship would be shipwreckedé  In the 

story, Circe warns Odysseus (a king) of the danger and tells him how to 

avoid it.  He must plug up his mariners' ears with beeswax, and have him-

self tied to the mast...: 

ñSquare in your ship's path are Sirens, crying  

beauty to bewitch men coasting by;  

woe to the innocent who hears that sound!  

He will not see his lady nor his children  

in joy, crowding about him, home from sea;  

the Sirens will sing his mind away  
on their sweet meadow lolling. There are bones  

of dead men rotting in a pile beside them  
and flayed skins shrivel around the spot.  

Steer wide;  

keep well to seaward; plug your oarsmen's ears  
with beeswax kneaded soft; none of the rest  

should hear that songé 

  

...and keep their stroke up, till the singers fade. (Book 12, 41-58) 

 

Odysseus had himself tied to the mast by his sailors, so that he would not 

succumb to the Sirensô song.   

 

Contrary to these efforts of overcoming, in Argonautica it is told that the 

time came when Jason and others  had to sail past the dangerous isle of 
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the Sirens.  Jason had been warned about the Sirens and advised ...that 

Orpheus (allegedly the ñgreatest of all musiciansò) would be necessary in 

his journey.   ...As they came close to the dangerous, rocky island of 

the Sirens, Orpheus drew out his lyre and played his music more 

beautifully than they, drowning out their voices.  Jason and this crew 

did not listen to the Sirens and were able to sail past the island un-

harmed. 

 

Some of the lessons we can learn for our own voyage are obvious: 

Z Shun the shores of sin! 

Z Steer wide from it! 

Z Stop your ears to sinôs seductive suggestions and whispers and 

songsé 

Z Strap (tie) yourself to a fixed place (spiritually speaking) - let that 

hold you tight when temptations comeéBut most important of all: 

Z Sing (and listen to) a song that is more beautiful than the songs 

of sin!!!  

 

Oh, please take careful note of this!  It is only the Song of the Lord 

Jesus Christ that can overcome the songs of sin!  We do not truly 

overcome in the heart if we just stop our ears and tie ourselves to the 

mast of our ship, no, we are ñmore than overcomersò when we love 

the Lord with all our heart and soul and mind and strength!  Then, 

His love and our love for Him overcomes the love and lure of sin!  

Then we overcome from and in the heart! 

 

This story illustrates the Biblical truth of ñTHE EXPULSIVE POWER 

OF A NEW AFFECTION...ò  This means that a new, godly affection 

will EXPEL an old, ungodly affection.  A new affection for Jesus will 

expel the old affection for sin.  A new love for Jesus will overcome and 

banish the old love for evil.  A new and powerful attraction for Jesus 

will overcome the satanic attraction of sin.   

 

A story is told of a young man who had to leave his parentsô home in the 

countryside in the hope of finding a job to help secure the means for the 

survival of his family.  He found a job, but had great difficulty in finding 

accommodation.  In the end he boarded with two old people who stayed in 

a castle-like place.  He was given a dark little room, somewhere down in 

the belly if this ñcastle.ò  He was very thankful, but as he settled down on  
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his welcome bed, his eyes fell on a life-size wall painting of a very alluring 

and wicked womané  He struggled to not look at it, but as the days went by, 

it attracted and captivated and enslaved him more and moreé That picture 

(and that woman) became a disturbing, evil obsession in his mind.  It pulled 

him into darknessé He kept on struggling against it in his mind, until one 

dayé He was invited to have a meal with the old couple and, to his great 

surprise, there was a beautiful young lady at table with them.  It was their 

daughter, who had come home for holiday.   He was fascinated by her lovely, 

pure, innocent person.  She was the embodiment of everything that was OP-

POSITE to the painting on his roomôs wall!   Her life and her beautiful per-

sonality won his heart.  He came to love herðpurely and unselfishly.  Now, 

whenever (at work or wherever) the alluring image of the wicked woman 

came in his mind, he felt he could not allow those thoughts in his mind, be-

cause of the pure picture in his heart of the lady he had come to love.  They 

got engaged and were married.  The love he had for the virtuous woman (and 

her love for him) set him free from the evil hold the wicked woman portrait 

had over him!  He experienced ñthe expulsive power of a new affectionò!! 

   

When the Lord Jesus is the Love of our life, that love (His love) lifts us 

higher, it changes the tide in our life, it makes us safely go OVER the reefs 

and rocks of sin.  Priscilla Leonard (1861-1948) describes this love as a tri-

umphant tide that conquers the reefs of siné She says ñThe Tide will Winò 

 

On the far reef the breakers 

Recoil in shattered foam, 

Yet still the sea behind them 

Urges its forces home; 

Its chant of triumph surges 

Through all the thunderous din, 

The wave may break in failure; 

But the tide is sure to win! 

 

The reef is strong and cruel; 

Upon its jagged wall 

One wave, a score, a hundred, 

Broken and beaten fall; 

Yet in defeat they conquer, 

The sea comes flooding in, 

Wave upon wave it routed, 

But the tide is sure to win. 
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O mighty sea! thy message 

In changing spray is cast; 

Within God's plan of progress 

It matters not at last 

How wide the shores of evil, 

How strong the reefs of sin -  

The wave may be defeated, 

But the tide is sure to win! 

 

The next peril is the danger ofé 

 

6. A LITTLE LEAK!  

 

A little leak can sink a ship! This should not be forgotten by anyone who 

hopes to reach the Heavenly Harbour.  It is a very important topic and we 

need to give very careful and conscientious attention to it.  To help us do this,  

Iôd like you to ñhearò the words of a pastor who lovingly laboured for the 

Lord in a seaport town many years ago.  John Flavel (1628-1691) was a heart

-preacher who wanted to see all come to know Jesus and reach heaven safely.  

He wrote the following to his seamen friends: 

 

ñA little leak neglected, dangerous proves: 

One sin connived at, the soul undoes. 

 

OBSERVATION:  The smallest leak, if not timely discovered and stopped, is 

enough to sink a ship of the greatest burden: Therefore seamen are wont fre-

quently to try what water is in the hold; and if they find it fresh, and increas-

ing upon them, they ply the pump, and presently set the carpenters to search 

for it and stop it. And till it be found they cannot be quiet. 

 

APPLICATION:  What such a leak is to the ship, that is the smallest sin ne-

glected to the soul; it is enough to ruin it eternally. For as the greatest sin dis-

covered, lamented, and mourned over by a believer, cannot ruin him, so the 

least sin indulged, covered, and connived at, will certainly prove the destruc-

tion of the sinner. No sin, though never so small, is tolerated by the pure 

and perfect law of God, Psalm 119:96. The command is exceeding broad, 

not as if it gave men a latitude to walk as they please, but broad, i.e. extend-

ing itself to all our words, thoughts, actions, and affections. Laying a law 

upon them all; conniving at no evil in any man, 1 Pet. 2:1. 
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And as the Word gives no allowance for the least sin, so it is the very na-

ture of sincerity and uprightness, to set the heart against every way of wick-

edness, Psalm. 139:23,24; Job 31:13, and especially against that sin which 

was its darling in the days of his vanity, Psalm 18:23. True hatred... is of the  

whole kind. He that hates sin as sin, and so doth every upright soul, hates 

all sins as well as some. 

  

Again, the soul that hath had a saving sight of Jesus Christ, and a true discov-

ery of the evil of sin, in the glass both of the law and gospel, can count no sin 

small. He knows the demerit of the smallest sin is Godôs eternal wrath, and 

that not the least sin can be remitted without the shedding and application of 

the blood of Christ, Heb. 9:22, which blood is of infinite value and price, 1 

Peter 1:19. 

  

To conclude, Godôs people know, that little as well as great sins, are dan-

gerous, deadly, and destructive in their own nature; a little poison will 

destroy a man. Adrian was choked with a gnat, Caesar stabbed with bod-

kins. A man would think that Adamôs sin had been no 

great matter, yet what dreadful work did it make! It was 

not as a single bullet to kill himself only, but as a chain 

shot, which cut off all his poor, miserable posterity. In-

deed, no sin can be little, because its object against 

whom it is committed is so great, whence it receives a kind of infiniteness in 

itself; and because the price paid to redeem us from it is so valuable. 

 

REFLECTION:  And is the smallest sin not only damning in its own nature, 

but will certainly prove the ruin of that soul that hides and covers it. O then 

let my spirit accomplish a diligent search. Look to it, O my soul, that no sin 

be indulged by thee; set these considerations as so many flaming swords in 

the way of thy carnal delights and lusts. Let me never say of any sin as Lot 

did of Zoar, óIt is a little one, spare it.ô Shall I spare that which cost the 

blood of Jesus Christ? The Lord would not spare him, óWhen He made His 

soul an offering for sin,ô Rom. 8:32. Neither evil He spare me, if I defend and 

hide it, Deut. 29:20. Ah! If my heart were right, and my conversation sound, 

that lust, whatever it be, that is so favored by me, would especially be ab-

horred and hated, Isa. 2:20 and 30: 22.  Whatever my convictions and ref-

ormations have been, yet if there be but one sin retained and delighted 

in, this keeps the devilôs interest in my soul. And though for a time he seem 

to depart, yet at last he will return with seven worse spirits, and this is the sin 

that will open the door to him, and deliver up my soul, Matt. 12:43,44.  Lord,  

A little leak  

can  

sink a ship! 
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let me make thorough work of it; let me cut it off, 

and pluck it out, though it be as my right hand, or 

eye.  Ah! Shall I come so near the kingdom of God, 

and make such a fair offer for Christ, and yet stick at 

a small matter, and lose all for want of one thing? 

Lord, let me shed the blood of the dearest lust for 

His sake that shed His dearest blood for me! 

 

THE POEM: 

Thereôs many a soulôs eternally undone 

For sparing sin, because a little one. 

But we are much deceivôd; no sin is small, 

That wounds so great a God, so dear a soul. 

Yet say it were, the smallest pen-knife may 

As well as sword or lance, dispatch and slay, 

And shall so small a matter part and sever 

Christ and thy soul? What! Make you part for ever? 

Or wilt thou stand on toys with Him, when He  

Denyôd Himself in greatest things for thee? 

Or will it be an ease in hell to think 

How easily thy soul therein did sink? 

Are Christ and hell for trifles sold and bought? 

Strike souls with trembling, Lord, at such a thought! 

By little sins belovôd, the soul is lost, 

Unless such sins do great repentance cost.ò 

 

So, weôve heard from this godly pilot and pastor: a little leak can sink a 

ship; a small sin can slay a soul!!  Oh, may the Lord help us not to allow 

any small sin, any ñlittle leakò in our lives! 

 

Billy Sunday said: ñIf you have no joy in your religion, thereôs a leak in your 

Christianity somewhere ...!  This is very true. It is also a good test for each 

one of us! 

 

We read in ñMy Utmost for His Highestò (by Oswald Chambers) that  

ñSpiritual leakage begins when we cease to lift up our eyes unto Him.  The 

leakage comes not so much through trouble on the outside as in the imagina-

tion; when we begin to say ï óI expect I have been stretching myself a bit too 

much, standing on tiptoe and trying to look like God instead of being an ordi-

nary person.ô  We have to realize that no effort can be too high.ô   

Let me never say  

of any sin as Lot  

did of Zoar,  

óIt is a little one,  

spare it.ô  
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For instance, you came to a crisis when you made a stand for God and had 

the witness of the Spirit that all was right, but the weeks have gone by, and 

the years maybe, and you are slowly coming to the conclusion ïóWell, after 

all, was I not a bit too pretentious?  Was I not taking a stand a bit too high?  

Your rational friends come and say ï Donôt be a fool, we knew when you 

talked about this spiritual awakening, that it 

was a passing impulse, you canôt keep up the 

strain, God does not expect you to.  And you 

say ï Well, I suppose I was expecting too 

much.  It sounds humble to say it, but it means 

that reliance on God has gone and reliance on 

worldly opinion has come in.  The danger is lest 

no longer relying on God you ignore the lifting up of your eyes to Him.  Only 

when God brings you to a sudden halt, will you realize how you have been 

losing out.  Whenever there is a leakage, remedy it immediately.  Recognize 

that something has been coming between you and God, and get it readjusted 

at once.ò 

 

In ñApproved Unto Godò, he says:  ñAs a worker, watch the ósea-worthinessô 

of your spiritual life.  Never allow a spiritual leakage.  Spiritual leakage 

arises either by refusing to treat God seriously, or by refusing to do anything 

for Him seriouslyò!!   

 

From this we see that we may THINK that all is well, that weôre sailing 

smoothly, that weôre ñjust fineò, but if we are not SERIOUS in knowing God 

and doing His will, we are ñleakingò, we are in real danger of slowly or sud-

denly sinking! 

 

7. ICEBERGS! 

 

Icebergs are a tremendous danger.  Their danger 

lies in the fact that (i) they may be seen too late 

(when youôre sailing at night, in fog, or in a storm), 

and that (ii) most of an iceberg is hidden under the 

water.  It is said that only one-tenth of an iceberg is 

normally visible, nine-tenths are NOT visible!  

When one also considers that a boat cannot stop 

suddenly, but takes quite some time and distance 

before it can come to a standstill, it makes the dan-

ger of icebergs even greater.  

Lord, let me shed the 

blood of the dearest lust 

for His sake that  

shed His dearest blood  

for me! 
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While we all know the sad story of the RMS Titanic, it is still not easy for  

the human heart to learn from that story and personally apply these lessons to 

secure our own safe sailing!   

 

According to Wikipedia, ñThe RMS Titanic was an Olympic-class passenger 

liner. For her time, she was the largest passenger steamship in the world, and 

believed to be óunsinkableô!  On the night of 14 April 1912, during the 

ship's maiden voyage, Titanic hit an iceberg and sank two hours and forty 

minutes later... The sinking resulted in the deaths of 1,517 people, making it 

one of the most deadly peacetime maritime disasters in history.  The high 

casualty rate was due in part to the fact that, although complying with the 

regulations of the time, the ship did not carry enough lifeboats for everyone 

aboard. The ship had a total lifeboat capac-

ity of 1,178 people, although her capacity 

was 3,547. A disproportionate number of 

men died due to the women-and-children-

first protocol that was followed. 

 

On the night of Sunday, 14 April 1912, the 

temperature had dropped to near freezing 

and the ocean was calm. The moon was not 

visible and the sky was clear. Captain 

Smith, in response to iceberg warnings received via wireless over the pre-

ceding few days, altered the Titanic's course slightly to the south. That Sun-

day at 13:45, a message from the steamer Amerika warned that large icebergs 

lay in the Titanic's path, but ...wireless radio operators, ...employed ...and 

paid to relay messages to and from the passengers, ...were not focused on 

relaying such "non-essential" ice messages to the bridge.   Later that eve-

ning, another report of numerous large icebergs, this time from the Mesaba, 

also failed to reach the bridge. 

 

At 23:40, ...lookouts Fredrick Fleet and Reginald Lee spotted a large iceberg 

directly ahead of the ship.  Fleet sounded the ship's bell three times and tele-

phoned the bridge exclaiming, "Iceberg, right ahead!".   First Officer Mur-

doch gave the order "hard-a-starboard", using the traditional tiller order for 

an abrupt turn to port (left), and the engines to be put in full reverse ...A colli-

sion was inevitable and the iceberg brushed the ship's starboard side (right 

side), buckling the hull in several places and popping out rivets below the 

waterline over a length of 299 feet (90 m)éò   Two hours and forty min-

utes later the ship had sunk and  1 517 people were drowned! 
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Beautifulé 

but 

ñBad newsò 

for sailors! 

 Iceberg! 

Watch out! 
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Much more can and needs to be said about this disaster.  It seems that there 

were different REASONS why the ship sank and why so many people 

died.  Some of them are the following: 

 

U The ship was sailing too fast for an area with iceberg in. 

U The iceberg warnings were not taken seriously enough. 

U Pride made some of the passengers and crew to think that it cannot 

sink and, as a result, made them less cautious and less vigilant. 

U Some of the wireless radio warnings about icebergs were NOT 

communicated to the bridge (the control and steering area of the 

ship). 

U It was believed (thought) that it cannot be sunk by an iceberg and 

that if it was a big iceberg, it would be seen in timeðwhich was 

NOT the case! 

U A lack of lifeboats contributed to the high death toll. 

U The fact that a nearby ship (that was allegedly illegally hunting 

seals) did NOT come to help them, but put out its lights and  sailed 

away, after having received the ñSOSò call from the Titanic, also 

contributed to many more people dying. 

U MOST of the lifeboats were launched half-empty, because (though 

the passengers were told to get in the lifeboats, since the ship was 

sinking) many passengers thought that the ñTitanic showed no out-

ward signs of being in imminent danger, and (they) were reluctant 

to leave the apparent safety of the ship to board small lifeboats.ò 

U Two lifeboats were never launched or usedé 

U Only two of the 18 launched lifeboats returned to rescue people 

from the icy waters, after the ship sank!   

 

This was indeed a terrible tragedy.  But is not the same tragedy happening 

over and over as young people ñlaunch outò, leave school, and leave their 

homes?  How many young people do not think and say: ñIt will never hap-

pen to me!ò;  ñI will not sink!ò;  ñI will not backslide!ò; ñI will never leave 

the Lord!ò;  ñI will sail strongly!ò;  ñI will reach ómy goalô in life!ò;  ñI will 

be safe!ò;  ñI will not be drawn away by the world!òé?!   Oh friends, letôs 

learn from the Titanic tragedy.  Letôs learn from otherôs mistakes.  Letôs 

learn from the mistakes we have already made in life...   

 

It seems that some of the spiritual sailing LESSONS we can learn from 

the Titanic tragedy are at least the following: 
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Preparation 

 

Ready! 

 

Launching... 
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Sailing strongly 

Heading for 

disaster... 

Sinking slowly 
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o Stay humble!  Pride precedes disaster.  We canôt dare to launch out 

with pride as our  pilot... 

o Remain dependent on God, and do not rely on your own under-

standing or wisdom. 

o Beware of haste.  We read in the Bible that ñhe who believes will 

not make haste,ò he (or she) will not be in a hurryé 

o Especially when you are aware of dangerðslow down and watch 

out! 

o Pay careful attention to warnings from God and from others.  

Take heed of Godôs warnings! 

o When the Captain tells you to get into the Lifeboat, get in!  Donôt 

go according to your own feelings or according to (uninformed) im-

pressions. 

o Make full use of Godôs time of grace. 

o Get in the Lifeboat while thereôs still time! 

o Make full use of Godôs Lifeboat (Godôs salvation through the Lord 

Jesus Christ).  Make full use of Godôs provision to save your life!  

Donôt ignore His salvation! 

o Seek to save others as well... 

 

While the Titanic was meant (by man) to be a symbol of human ingenuity 

and advancement, it became a symbol of human fallibility and foolish-

ness, through pride and independence of God. 

 

On the other hand, there were also instances of great heroism linked to the 

sinking of the Titanic.  Some of them were godly heroes from whom we 

can learn much! 

 

John Harper was such a hero.  He was thirteen years old when he re-

ceived Jesus as the Lord of his life.  He began to preach when he was 17 

years old. In "The Titanic's Last Hero" it is written that ñas John Harper's 

life unfolded, one thing was apparent...he was consumed by the word of 

God.ò   He ñstarted his own church in September of 1896. This church 

which John Harper had started with just 25 members, had grown to over 

500 members when he left 13 years later. During this time he had gotten 

married, but was shortly thereafter widowed. However brief the marriage, 

God did bless John Harper with a beautiful little girl named Nana.  

 

It was the night of April 14, 1912. The RMS Titanic sailed swiftly on the  
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One of the Titanicôs 

LIFEBOATS  
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bitterly cold ocean waters ...On board the ship that night was John Harper 

and his much-beloved six-year-old daughter Nana. According to docu-

mented reports, as soon as it was apparent that the ship was going to sink, 

John Harper immediately took his daughter to a lifeboat. It is reasonable 

to assume that this widowed preacher could have easily gotten on board 

this boat to safety; however, it never 

seems to have crossed his mind. He 

bent down and kissed his precious 

little girl; looking into her eyes he 

told her that she would see him 

again someday. The flares going off 

in the dark sky above reflected the 

tears on his face as he turned and 

headed towards the crowd of desper-

ate humanity on the sinking ocean 

liner.  

 

As the rear of the huge ship began to 

lurch upwards, it was reported that 

Harper was seen making his way up 

the deck yelling, "Women, children 

and unsaved into the lifeboats!" It 

was only minutes later that the Titanic began to rumble deep within. Most 

people thought it was an explosion; actually the gargantuan ship was liter-

ally breaking in half. At this point, many people jumped off the decks and 

into the icy, dark waters below. John Harper was one of these people.  

 

That night 1528 people went into the frigid waters. John Harper was 

seen swimming frantically to people in the water leading them to Jesus 

before the hypothermia became fatal.  Mr. Harper swam up to one young 

man who had climbed up on a piece of debris.  Rev. Harper asked him 

between breaths, " Are you saved?" The young man replied that he was 

not.   Harper then tried to lead him to Christ only to have the young man 

who was near shock, reply no.  John Harper then took off his life jacket 

and threw it to the man and said, óHere then, you need this more than I 

doéô and swam away to other people. A few minutes later Harper swam 

back to the young man and succeeded in leading him to salvation.  Of the 

1528 people that went into the water that night, six were rescued by the 

lifeboats. One of them was this young man on the debris.  

 
 

Pastor 

Harper  
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Four years later, at a survivors meeting, this young man stood up and in 

tears recounted how that after John Harper had led him to Christ, Mr. 

Harper had  tried to swim back to help other people, yet because of the 

intense cold, had grown too weak to swim. His last words before going 

under in the frigid waters were, óBelieve on the Name of the Lord Jesus 

and you will be saved.ô ... This servant of God did what he had to do. 

While other people were trying to buy their way onto the lifeboats and 

selfishly trying to save their own lives, John Harper gave up his life so 

that others could be saved.ò  

 

óGreater love hath no man than this, that he lay down his life for his 

friendséô 

 

John Harper was truly a hero of the Titanic, a hero in Godôs eyes!  

 

In ñThe Divine Art of Soul-winningò it is recorded that, after John Harper 

repeatedly asked this man ñIs your soul saved?ò  The man testified that 

ñthere and then, with two miles of water beneath me, in my desperation I 

cried unto Christ to save me.  I believed upon Him and I was saved.  In a 

few minutes I heard this man of God say: óIôm going down, Iôm going 

downô; then: óNo, no, Iôm going UP.ô   That man was John Harper.ò  He 

had reached his Heavenly Harbour!  He did it, while winning souls!  Oh 

friends, isnôt that a wonderful way to end our voyage?! 

 

Another hero is Captain Arthur Henry Rostron , who raced 93 km to the 

rescue, dodging icebergs in the dark night, and  pushing the engines of the 

Steamer Carpathia beyond their limitsðin obedience to Godôs guidance. 

 

Among the sailors, Captain Rostron was known as ñThe Electric Sparkò 

because of his efficiency and boundless enthusiasm!  It is said that it was 

his ñswift actions and forward-thinking that saved many, many more lives 

that night, and his place in the history books was earned in a truly heroic 

manner.ò 

 

The RMS Carpathia, a transatlantic passenger steamship, was sailing from 

New York City to Rijeka on that fateful night.  When wireless operator, 

Harold Cottam, received the Titanicôs distress call at 01h45, he awakened 

Captain Rostron who immediately set a course at maximum speed (17 

knots) to Titanic's last known position, approximately 93 km away.  
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Rostron ordered all the off-duty firemen and trimmers to the boiler rooms 

to keep the Carpathiaôs boilers at full pressure, providing much-needed 

steam to the overworked engines.  He also ordered the ship's steam heat-

ing (which supplied the passengersô cabins) and hot water to be cut off in 

order to make as much steam as possible available for the engines, ...to be 

able to reach the site of the disaster as quickly as possible! 

 

It is reported at www.titanic-titanic.com that Captain Rostron spared no 

effort or cost in preparing his ship well for their arrival at the scene.  ñhe 

ordered Carpathiaôs lifeboats to be swung outé, electrical lights to be 

rigged along the side of the ship, ...side and pilot ladders to be dropped, 

hot drinks to be made including tea, coffee and soup, blankets and warm 

clothing to be collected, plus nets and ropes to be rigged on the side of the 

ship, ready for the survivors he expected to find to climb up out of the 

water and from the lifeboatséò  He then ñordered 

first aid stations to be set up in each of Carpa-

thiaôs Dining Rooms, ...and stationed a doctor in 

each one.  Then, again reflecting his human side, 

he ordered all of his crew to have coffee, ready for 

the long, uncertain night ahead.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain  Rostron 
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After miraculously working her way through dangerous ice fields, Carpa-

thiaôs crew sighted green flares ahead at 02h30, and arrived on scene at 

03h35, but the great ship was nowhere to be seen. At just past 04h00, the 

Carpathiaôs crewmen located 

and brought aboard the first 

survivors.  Dawnôs light would 

reveal a rag-tag collection of 

lifeboats strewn amid the field 

of ice. By midmorning all sur-

vivors were drawn from the icy 

waters and given shelter aboard 

Carpathia. By final tally, only 

706 of the Titanicôs original 

2,227 crew and passengers 

made it aboard the rescue ship 

aliveé 

 

What was the ñsecretò of this humble hero?  Cap-

tain Rostron was a dedicated Christian.  He 

lived for God and communicated with God.  He 

was clearly guided and miraculously helped by 

the Lord in this rescue operation.  God pro-

tected them.  When they had just ploughed 

through the dangerous ice fields to the disaster 

site, as they looked back, they saw their path 

was completely blocked with icebergsðbut 

they were kept safe from colliding with any of it!  

Only the Lord could have done that.  He was 

the true Hero of all those who called upon Him 

that night! 

The real Hero  

was the Lord Jesusð

who saved and  

still saves those who 

repent & trust Him. 


