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Foreword

To the uninstructed in the things of God the findings
and facts presented in this volume may seem fanciful and
farfetched. There are some who are totally unacquainted
with the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the trans-
forming power of His gospel so that they do not know
the reality nor even the possibility of the transfer of
citizenship from the kingdom of Satan to the kingdom
of God. There are many who know the Saviour as their
own but are uninstructed in the Word of God so as to be
strangers to the reality of spiritual warfare. Such know
the power of the gospel to save from sin but not the
authority of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ against
Satan and his hosts.

There are many Christians, born again of the Spirit
of God, who are unfamiliar with spiritual realities, either
good or evil. They know about the Holy Spirit from the
Scriptures and can repeat the Apostels’ Creed in all
honesty, saying, “I believe in the Holy Ghost.” But the
Holy Spirit is not a living, dynamic Personality to them,
nor are demonic personalities a reality because such
believers lack appreciation and discernment of things
spiritual. They are like a person who hears music, vocal
or instrumental, but have no understanding nor appre-
ciation for it because of their insensitivity to music
whether in harmony or discord. Such are the many who
have no discernment of things spiritual.

There are some, however, to whom the triune God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are very real personalities.
In particular they are acquainted with the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer in Christ, and
they know the dreadful reality of spiritual warfare in the
heavenlies and on earth from the beginning of the
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8 Foreword

Scriptures to the end thereof, from the entrance of Satan
into the Garden of Eden to his being cast into the Lake
of Fire.

Demonic activity is not uniform the world over nor
in historical experience. It appears that there was a
great increase in demonic activity preceding and during
the life of the Lord Jesus here on earth. There does appear
to be a present increase because of an awareness on
the part of the powers of darkness that their time is
short and that the second coming of Christ is at hand.
It is therefore particularly imperative for Christians to
be informed in spiritual warfare.

Over the years I have met a few Christians who are
so instructed. Usually they have been missionaries from
the dark places of the earth. Some are pastors and laymen.
Among the most informed and experienced that I have
met is Dr. Kurt Koch, a Lutheran minister in Germany.
This volume is one of many he has written to present
his findings and facts regarding demonic activity and the
effort for presenting a scriptural understanding therein.
These facts are neither fancy nor the product of fanaticism.
The Christian is to go forth into spiritual warfare fully
armed as described in Ephesians 6, with faith in the ali
conquering name of the Lord Jesus Christ and without
fear.

V. Raymond Edman
Chancellor
Wheaton College
Wheaton, Illinois



Preface

The well-known writer C. S. Lewis wrote in the preface
to his book “The Screwtape Letters’:

“There are two equal and opposite errors into which
our race can fall about the devils. One is to disbelieve in
their existence. The other is to believe, and to feel an
excessive and unhealthy interest in them.”

On one side we have the rationalists of every shade and
colouring and on the other side we have the magicians.
Both of these groups of people will be upset by this
book, and one might ask: have they reason to be? Whether
they have or not, Christian ministers and counsellors are
justified in being distressed when they meet the devasta-
ting effects of materialism and magic in their counselling
sessions. It is thus our duty to publish the following
information, and two reasons compel us to do so.

First of all we must proclaim the victory that Jesus
Christ has won over the powers of darkness. People
oppressed and subjected by occultism will never find
true deliverance through medicine, psychology or psychi-
atry; it is only to be found in Jesus Christ. It is for us
to show them the way to the Great Deliverer.

Secondly, people must be warned of the dangers of
spiritism, magic and occultism. There are terrible conse-
quences involved if we trespass into these areas, and
God Himself has forbidden us to touch these things.

We will be drawing heavily upon examples brought
to light in private counselling sessions, but in each case
we have the express permission of those involved to

publish the information.
The Author



Chapter One

Fortune-Telling

For thousands of years fortune-telling has been a
bastard of heathenism, born out of fear, curiosity and
superstition. Today fortune-telling is a many-sided
problem involving folklore, psychology and theology. The
following chapters had their origin in the counselling
work of an evangelical minister and theologian. Such a
ministry is a continual source of new material in this
area. My file of occult cases has already grown to over
20,000 in number. In this present book we shall be avoid-
ing scientific dissertations. Such an approach can be found
in my book ‘Christian Counselling and Occultism’, but
here we will be dealing mainly with first-hand examples,
to enable the reader to form his own opinion. The seal
of confession will not be violated since permission has
been granted for the publishing of the instances found in
this book. In this first chapter the following aspects of
fortune-telling will be discussed: astrology, card-laying,
palmistry, divination by rod and by pendulum, mirror
mantic, psychometry; and finally we will consider the
position taken by the Bible and the way to liberation
from occult subjection.

(I) Astrology

Ex. 1. A woman appeared at a police station and stated
that she had just shot and killed her son. An astrologer
had told her in a written horoscope that her son would
never regain his full mental health. Wanting to save the
boy from this terrible future, she had killed him. The
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12 The Lure of the Occult

woman was arrested and finally sentenced after a long
trial. The astrologer himself went free.

This day-to-day experience shows thesuggestive powers
and effects that horoscopes have. But before we enter
this problematic field, first a brief historical introduction.

One understands by astrology the prediction of human
character and destiny from the stars and their constella-
tions. It is the most widely spread superstition of our
time. The Research Institute of Public Opinion at Lake
Constance established through a questionnaire that about
63 % of the German people had occupied themselves with
astrology at one time or another. Very few of them know
about the so-called scientific form of astrology, and most
of them only subscribe to the solstitial point horo-
scope.

In the ancient world astronomy (the exploration of
the stars) and astrology (the interpretation of the
constellations of the stars) were a single science. In the
ancient Babylonian Empire it was the science of the
priests. Originally horoscopes were cast only for kings.
Since astrology can also be traced back to ancient Mexican
culture, it is thought to be a common human phenomenon
and archetype. The Greeks and the Romans took over
astrology from the Babylonians. Of course at that time
there were already rational thinkers who ridiculed
astrology. The poet Ennius declared, “Horoscopes cost
one drachme, and are one drachme too expensive.” The
Church father Augustine called astrology the most stupid
delusion of mankind!

During the Middle Ages, Europe was gripped by
astrology. The Emperor Frederick II (1194—1250) was
especially influenced by it. Professorial chairs for astro-
logy were established. The reformer Philip Melanchthon
even held one. Luther, however, called it “a shabby art’.
The story is told of how at that time the astrologer
Stoeffler made a complete fool of himself. He predicted
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a diluvian flood for February 1524. The population was
terrified. Nobody wanted to work. The fields were not
tilled. The rich either had ships built for themselves or
they retreated for safety into the mountains. Even the Elec-
tor of Brandenburg made preparations to escape the flood.

The great astronomer Kepler was also not free from the
contamination of astrology. A well-known example of
this is his prediction that Wallenstein would die a peaceful
death in his 7oth year. But he was killed in his s5oth
year. Yet Kepler only engaged in astrology out of
economic necessity. He wrote, “Astrology is to me an
unbearable but necessary slavery. To keep my yearly
income, my title, and my living quarters, I have to comply
with ignorant curiosity. Astronomy is the wise mother,
and astrology the foolish daughter who gives herself
to anyone who pays her, so that she can support her
wise mother.”

Since the age of rationalism (1750), however, astrology
has declined in its influence. Astronomy and astrology
finally parted company. But two world wars have made
it flare up again. In 1930 horoscopes were already being
cast for Hitler but they were very contradictory. After
1933 they said his influence should have declined. The
‘truth” of these horoscopes we have certainly experienced.
They contained a miscalculation of about twelve years,and
what a disastrous twelve years they were! The horoscope
of Rudolf Hess prophesied that he was destined by fate
to bring about a reconciliation with England. That was
perhaps the reason why he flew to England. The ‘truth’
of this horoscope is equally as well-known as Hitler’s.

And what is the position of astrology today? One has
to distinguish between a supposedly scientific form, which
for instance Alfred Rosenberg (Signs in the Sky) ad-
vocates, and a popular form, the so-called solstitial point
horoscope. This mentally contagious habit is so wide-
spread, that the large daily newspapers and magazines
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have to take it into account. We are told that in the
United States some 170 newspapers and magazines carry
daily horoscopes. It is also known that there are about
25,000 well-paid astrologers in the world today.

A humorous example will give us an insight into the
situation.

Ex. 2. I attended a conference of Protestant ministers
to which the publishers of certain large newspapers and
many other journalists were invited. The discussion was
concerning the intellectual level and outlook on life of
the newspapers. A minister pointed out that Swedish
newspapers contain no horoscopes, and that this is the
accepted practice in Sweden. Why was it not possible
to adopt the same attitude throughout Germany and
other countries? The following explanation was given by
the chief editor of a large daily paper. He said that
personally he was convinced of the nonsense of astrology,
but it was a question of finance. The paper that includes
no weekly horoscope in its Sunday edition must count
on many cancellations. No newspaper can afford this.
He went on to tell of a humorous experience. One
Friday the astrologer’s horoscope did not arrive on time.
In his dilemma he went to a storage room and picked out
an old horoscope. Since he did not know the order of the
Zodiac, it was an incorrect one. In spite of this, none
of the readers noticed the mistake. Since all went well,
he saved himself the astrologer’s fee, and on 22 occasions
he used incorrect horoscopes from previous years. None
of the hundreds of thousands of readers noticed this, till
finally someone wrote in, saying that it was impossible
for the sign of Scorpion to rule in July. Now his trick
was uncovered. He had to turn again to the ‘experts’ for
help. Having told his story, the editor then added
with a smile, “During the time of the incorrect horoscopes
everything went well. It does not depend on the horo-
scope, but on what the people believe.”



Fortune-Telling 15

What reasons do we have as Christians for not rec-
ognizing astrology as being providential to our lives and
destinies? First of all we should be repelled by its hea-
then background. With ancient people astrology had a
religious accent. The stars were equivalent to gods. The
heathen felt themselves to be led, influenced and threat-
ened by these planet gods, and though, in the course of
time, the religious character of astrology receded, the old
rules were retained.

Here we have a second reason for rejecting it. The
retention of these old rules involves an insoluble contra-
diction. Every 26,000 years the axis of the earth prescribes
the lateral area of a cone (precession). Today’s astrologer
does not see the planets in the same position as his col-
league of 4000 to 5000 years ago. Besides, several other
planets have been discovered; Uranus in 1781, Neptune
in 1839, and Pluto in 1932. Since all these changes failed
to shake the astrological system in any way, present
astronomers reject astrology as one of the greatest frauds
of all time.

But there are still more impossibilities to be considered.
The rays from the stars falling on a child at the moment
of birth are said to be decisive to its fate. But this asser-

tion leads to several contradictions. Qur earth is being
showered predominantly by light and cosmic rays. Yet

neither of these has its source in the planets, which of
themselves emit no light of their own. The source of the
light is found rather in the fixed stars, while cosmic rays
originate in the Milky Way. The planets, like our earth,
radiate neither of these.

Moreover, the moment when the umbilical cord is
cut should be of decisive importance. Thus if a doctor
delays the cutting of the cord, the child should receive
a different fate. Therefore one ought to consult an astrolo-
ger to determine the most favourable time for the doctor to
cut the cord. And so the next question is why the 240
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people whose cords are cut at the same moment do not
have the same fate. Why was there only one Shakespeare,
and only one Johann Sebastian Bach, among the many that
were born at the same moment in time as they were?
Ironically, however, Abbé Moritz Warburg, who is a well-
known research worker in astrology, has said, “ Astrology
just cannot be discredited.”

A reform movement in astrology wants to clear away
these difficulties. It is called Cosmo-Biology, and its head-

quarters are in Aalen, Wuerttemberg. Man’s heredity must
be considered together with the stars, they say. This is

but a compromise between the old astrology and modern
biology.

Of course there is no question that in some ways the
planets do affect our earth. The tides and other natural
phenomena are caused or affected by them. But to suggest
that these effects influence our lives and destinies would
be the same as asserting that the luminous dials of our
wrist watches could cause our death through radio-
activity.

Yet the main problem we are concerned with in astrol-
ogy is its effects as we meet them in Christian counselling.
It can be stated in three words: Deceit, Suggestion, Occult-
ism. I will give an example of each from my own work.

Ex. 3. A student of psychology at the Sorbonne Uni-
versity in Paris wanted to write his thesis. He put a
classified advertisement in a newspaper and passed him-
self off as an astrologer. For a prepaid fee of 20 francs
(30/-) he would cast a detailed horoscope for each appli-
cant. He received about 400 customers and was thus able
- to finance his own studies. He gave the same horoscope to
all 400 customers, paying no heed to the signs of the
Zodiac. His only consideration was the psychological
aspect: telling everyone that a good future lay ahead of
them, and implying positive character traits in everyone,
for people like to believe such things and hence would
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not regret having paid the fee. He received many letters of
appreciation, since the horoscope covered almost every-
body’s situation. The student then wrote his dissertation
and passed his degree with honours. In this case the
astrology was mere deception. The young Frenchman
earned a lot of money and got his degree through the
stupidity and superstition of his fellow-men.

Ex. 4. I met the most absurd example of the horoscope
disease in the person of a young theologian. As a young
man this minister had been a business man. He had had a
detailed horoscope cast, in which it was said he would
change his profession three times. The young man did
not have to be told twice. He attended evening school,
and then studied Protestant theology, and was later or-
dained as a minister. He married, but fortunately had no
children. The reason why this was fortunate will soon
appear. After a few years he was converted to the Cath-
olic faith, and was received by them as a priest. His
wife was allowed to stay with him as his housekeeper.
Already two changes were behind him. Today he explains
that he has not as yet reached his last station in life. He
feels an urge to enter a fourth profession. His plans have
yet to be fulfilled. It will not be very long before the
change will have taken place. In this case, the unfortunate
man has become the victim of suggestion. He lives out
his own horoscope. He stands bound and compelled by
this astrological prediction.

Ex. 5. A minister who saw his mission as fighting
superstition had a horoscope cast for the sake of study.
He wanted to prove that horoscope casting was just
superstition and deceit. He had to pay a large fee because
a detailed horoscope was cast for him. He now waited
confidently, believing that the horoscope would not fulfill
itself. But he was amazed to see that the prophecies were
fulfilled. For eight years he observed that all the predic-

tions came true, even to the smallest details. He grew
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uneasy at this and reflected on the problem. It had indeed
been his preconceived idea that it was all based on sug-
gestion and superstition. Yet he knew that as a Christian
he had not been the victim of suggestion. Finally he saw
no other way of escape than to repent and to ask God
for His protection. The thought came to him that he had
sinned through this experiment, and had placed himself
under the influence of the powers of darkness. After his
repentance he discovered to his surprise that his horo-
scope was now no longer correct. Through this experience
the minister clearly understood that demonic powers can
be active in astrology. The person who exposes himself
to this danger can perish by it.

How do the experts in various fields judge astrology?
Medicine already recognizes the damage that can be done
by astrology. The medical superintendent of Wiesbaden,
Dr. Schrank, writes in an article about the psychology of
superstition, “We can see how dangerous astrology is
by the way it produces serious psychic disturbances, a
fear of life, despair and other disorders in sensitive
people. Astrology paralyses initiative and powers of judg-
ment. It stupefies and encourages shallowness. It moulds
the personality into receiving an underground movement
that thrives on platitudes.”

Astrologers themselves have put it even more clearly.
The leading astrologer Wehrle designates astrology as
mantic, that is, the art of fortune-telling. Thus in astrology
we are faced in part with an occult tendency, together with
all the side-effects that occult things carry with them.

The Bible makes it most clear what one’s attitude should
be towards astrology. In Deuteronomy 17 : 2—s5 it is
commanded, “If there be found a man or a woman who
has gone and served or worshipped the sun or the moon
or any of the host of heaven, thou shalt stone that man
or woman to death with stones.” The prophet Isaiah
speaks in even more detail about astrology. He writes in
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Isaiah 47 :13—14, “You are wearied with your many
counsels; let them stand forth and save you, those who
divide the heavens, who gaze at the stars, who at the
new moons predict what shall befall you. Behold they
are like stubble, the fire consumes them; they cannot
deliver themselves from the power of the flame.”

According to the Bible, astrology is to be equated with
pagan idol worship, blasphemy, and apostasy from the
living God. The second commandment is forgotten by
those who deal with it: “Thou shalt not make unto thyself
any graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in
the water under the earth.”

2. Cartomancy

Historically, the use of cards in fortune-telling can be
traced back over many centuries. The Romans already
possessed a system of small tablets with inscribed sym-
bols. Then in the 8th century, cards appeared. The tech-
nique of fortune-telling by means of cards is very simple.
Certain cards have certain meanings. For instance the 7 of
hearts is the card of love; the 10 of hearts means a wish
fulfilled; the 10 of spades is a lucky card; etc. With 52
playing cards there are thousands of combinations. Now
let us acquaint ourselves with the main problems of card-
laying by means of a few examples.

Ex. 6. An evangelist of the German Tent Mission gave
a lecture in which he spoke against fortune-telling and
card-laying. Afterwards a church official who had been
present called the evangelist over and asked him, “What
do you mean by your protest about card-laying? I do it
myself. It's a harmless social pastime.” We can add a
similar example to this from Switzerland.

Ex. 7. A Swiss minister held a bazaar. In the parish
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hall several fairy-tale booths were erected. One of the
booths had the title ‘Fortunes Told’. For about 4d. the
children could go in and have their fortunes told by a
woman fortune-teller. One of the church elders was
annoyed by this and spoke with the minister. “It's a
harmless joke”, was the only reply. However, a boy who
went into this ecclesiastical fortune-telling booth was told
that he would have an accident on his bicycle in the
following week. Several days later this actually happened,
and the boy broke his leg. A girl was told, “Your teacher
does not like you.” Subsequently the girl suffered much
from this alleged dislike of her teacher.

These first two examples show that card-laying cannot
be said to be harmless. The two children became the
victims of suggestion. The two ministers were the victims
of the rationalistic theory of their university education,
which leaves a disastrous gap in the field of magic (the
mastery of matter through the mind or the soul) and
mantic (the art of fortune-telling).

If card-laying is not just concerned with making easy
money but does in fact involve paranormal abilities, then
telepathy (the reading of thoughts etc.) and subconscious
communicaiion will play a part in it. An example should
make this clear.

Ex. 8. A sixteen year old girl went to a card-laying
fortune-teller. She wanted to know how long she would
have to wait till she met her future husband. The woman
looked at her closely and said, “Your brother had a
serious motorcycle accident a year ago. Is that true?”
“Yes”, replied the girl. “Your mother has heart trouble.
Is that true?” Again “Yes”. “At present you are not
getting on well with your father. Is that true?” “Yes,
but how do you know all this?” “From the cards.” In
reality the woman possessed the rare ability of telepathy
and therefore had read these statements from the girl.
By now though, the young client had come to trust the
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fortune-teller completely, so the woman now went on to
tell her about the future. The girl believed the ambiguous
statements and inwardly set her mind on their fulfilment.
In her superstition she fell victim to a fulfilment com-
pulsion. It was as the Bible says, “According to your
faith be it done unto you.” The accurate recounting of
the past triggered off the psychological process of fulfil-
ment through the subconscious.

Another form of card-laying is based on genuine
mediumistic abilities. The word ‘mediumistic’ comes from
the Latin word ‘medium’ (middle). By ‘mediumistic’ one
means the mysterious ability of some people to describe
or to explain certain events in a way that seems to be
beyond the range of the five senses. The following case
of a woman card-layer should show us the meaning of
the word.

Ex. 9. On being questioned, a fortune-teller said that
while she was actually in the process of fortune-telling,she
was controlled by a strange power. This spirit would come
over her and she was then forced to say things of which
she had no previous knowledge. It was a feeling as if
she was possessed, but after the fortune-telling she was
completely normal again.

This example is close to that which is described in Acts
16 : 16—18. Paul was on a missionary journey at Philippi.
A girl with the spirit of divination followed him daily.
She was continually crying out, “These men are servants
of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way
of salvation.” Why was Paul unhappy with this state-
ment? Why did he restrain her? The answer is that the
apostle saw immediately that the power of fortune-telling
at work in the girl was not of God. He turned on the
girl and commanded, “In the name of Jesus Christ, come
out of her.” Immediately the girl was freed of her powers
of divination and fortune-telling. This incident in the
early missionary work of the Church is very enlightening.
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First of all we learn that there are genuine powers of
fortune-telling and that it is at least not all fake. The
girl had told the truth. She had received her knowledge
from other than human intelligences, from demonic
powers. Furthermore it becomes clear that fortune-telling
can also have a religious flavour. Only too often the occult
world camouflages itself with Christian trimmings. The
apostle however, at once recognized the source of this
power of divination. He had the gift of the discerning of
spirits. His spiritual authority as one of Christ’s repre-
sentatives and missionaries showed itself. The name of
Jesus was and is equal to all the powers of the world of
darkness. The complete victory of the gospel over the
demon-bound pagan world was portrayed. In the name of
Jesus the chains and fetters broke; the poor oppressed hu-
man being was set free. The many factors revealed in this
story appear again and again in various forms in the area
of fortune-telling.

Christian counselling is not so much concerned with
the scientific issues as with the effects that fortune-telling
has on people, and the way to overcome these effects.
Several examples will clarify this.

Ex. 10. During a counselling session a student con-
fessed that she had several psychic disturbances. She
suffered from a fear of examinations, had symptoms of
paralysis and no powers of concentration. It appeared
as if her intellectual and emotional faculties were com-
pletely divided. On being questioned she admitted that
she had often had her fortune told from cards. Her
parents and grandparents had also sought the advice of
fortune-tellers.

Ex. 11. For many years a Christian university graduate
practised card-laying for himself, his family, and for
fellow members of his church. After his death his wife
became an alcoholic. Her whole pension was used on
drink. Her house was decorated by a host of bottles. In
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addition to this the woman started to engage in white
magic and thus continued in the occult tradition of her
husband. The daughter in turn followed in the footsteps
of her parents. She too was caught up in the superstitious
customs of her mother. When the girl was seventeen years
old, she became mentally ill and was committed to an
asylum. Magic and superstition had destroyed the whole
family.

Ex. 12. A young Christian man told me of his time
in the services. He had been a corporal in a unit where
the staff sergeant had laid cards for all the NCO’s. At
first the corporal had objected to the fortune-telling but
finally he gave in to his superior. The card-layer prophe-
sied that he would receive news of a death the following
day, and that he could also expect a money-order in the
near future. As a matter of fact, the next day he heard
that his uncle had died, and five days later he also received
the predicted money. The parents had never been in the
habit of sending their son money. It was a unique event.
After this session with the card-layer, the corporal ex-
perienced depressions and his prayer life was disrupted.
He had then gone to a Christian man for help and after
the man had prayed and laid hands on him, the serious
emotional disturbances disappeared completely.

These examples involve a number of problems. The
simplest group of questions are of a parapsychological or
psychological nature, parapsychology being the science of
the extrasensory border experiences of life. Did the staff
sergeant possess genuine abilities of fortune-telling? This
is not self-evident in the above example. The corporal
could have known of the serious illness of his uncle, and
he could also have toyed with the idea of his parents
sending him some money as a congratulatory gift for his
recent promotion. The staff sergeant would then have
only needed the help of extrasensory perception, or some
telepathic faculty, to have tapped the information from
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the corporal. This does not seem at all like a case of
genuine prevision.

The second group of questions are of a medical charac-
ter. Were the disturbances caused or triggered off by the
fortune-telling, or was it not rather a latent emotional
or even mental illness that came to the surface at the time
of the fortune-telling experience? Could the coincidence
be mistaken for the cause? Has the cause been mistaken
for the effect? These are the objections that are always
being raised by psychiatry — the science of mental and
emotional illnesses. Behind these medical objections are
weighty biblical and theological problems. Many doctors
and theologians contest the idea that occult practices can
evoke psychic and nervous disturbances, and damage to a
person’s faith. And further back again is the question
as to whether there really are other worldly or demonic
powers whose effects touch upon human life. In this
connection psychiatrists, almost without exception, view
the New Testament reports of possessed people as serious
cases of hysteria. Many theologians follow this line, and
speak of possession as a disease or defect. There are some
who have been unable to rid themselves of the ration-
alistic egg-shells of their liberal theology. Among these
one finds in particular all the adherents to Bultmann’s
theology. They miss the true facts of the biblical accounts
entirely. They have no organ of receptivity to the hap-
penings of the Scriptures. Spiritual whoredom with the
philosophical trends of the past and present has blunted
them against the Holy Spirit. It is indeed embarrassing,
when even a positive theologian from Basle, who develops
good New Testament thoughts in her booklet ‘Salvation
and Healing’, goes on to call the ability of fortune-telling
merely a defect. This is the result and influence of psy-
chiatric doubts. Although there are what one might call
defects or illnesses that are recorded as being healed in
the New Testament, those possessed by devils are also
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delivered through the name of the Lord Jesus. The young
woman at Philippi with the spirit of divination had no
defect, but a demonic spirit. Paul therefore did not heal
her by laying his hands on her and praying, but he
commanded the unclean spirit to come out of her in the
name of Jesus. The particular therapy that Jesus and his
disciples used made it clear what the patient was suf-
fering from. To the physically sick, laying on of hands
and prayer was applied, while the unclean spirits and
demons were met with authority and with the command
to come out.

If we return now to the medical questions, we see that
the view of the Bible is at variance with the view of
modern psychiatry. Medicine must however concede that
many mental illnesses do have a magical factor. This is
apparent in conversation with many schizophrenics who
assert that they are either magically persecuted or be-
witched. We must not miss the fact that in many cases
magic is the primary cause, and psychic disturbances are
the effects and consequences. 20,000 carefully examined
cases cannot be disregarded lightly. Besides this, our
parapsychologists, as for example Dr. Bender of the Uni-
versity of Freiburg, know of diseases which have arisen
after occult practices. Mediumistic psychosis needs to be
mentioned only as one example. Christian counselling
clearly reveals that spiritistic, magic or fortune-telling
activities trigger off disturbances, which can often be
proved medically. Moreover in almost every case the faith
of the person involved can be seen to be damaged. This
indicates that the origin of the damage is primarily of a
spiritual nature, as the Scriptures would have us know.
For the treatment, then, the minister who as a Christian
believes in the Bible is the most qualified. Second to him
would be a believing psychiatrist.
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3. Palmistry

To avoid confusion we must clarify what we mean by
some of the terms. It is with chiromancy that we will
be dealing, and by that is meant the telling of fortunes
from the lines of the hand. We will not be considering
chirology, the scientific interpretation of the shape and
the lines of the hand, nor graphology, the interpretation
of handwriting.

Palmistry can be traced back to ancient Rome. Early
astrological ideas were mixed up with palmistry. Besides
the four main lines, the heart, head, life and fate lines,
the palm was divided into seven planetary mounds. From
the index finger to the little finger they are the Mercury,
Apollo, Saturn and Jupiter mounds.

We will again lead into the question of Christian coun-
selling by means of a few examples. Whereas it was men-
tioned above that chiromancy, chirology and graphology
should be dealt with under separate headings, in practice
a disastrous merging of the three takes place. The follow-
ing is an example of this.

Ex. 13. A young girl went to a graphologist and had
her handwriting and her hand lines interpreted. In the
written forecast it was stated that she would be murdered
in her 3oth year. Thereupon the girl told her family,
“If I have to die so young, I want to enjoy my life to the
full.” She engaged in prostitution and had several abor-
tions. Because of her dissolute life she became seriously
ill in her 24th year and died of an ulcerated colitis. The
doctor stated that she had ruined herself through her
licentious living. It should be noted that after the sessions
with the graphologist, mediumistic abilities had appeared
in the girl. She developed the ability to use a pendulum
and a divining rod.

The example reveals first of all that this particular
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graphologist used occult methods. He was misusing
graphology for the purpose of fortune-telling. One of the
most usual forms of fortune-telling is also brought to
light by this example, and that is suggestive fortune-
telling. There are many forms of this in which the person
who has been advised brings about the fulfilment him-
self, either consciously or subconsciously. This is a rep-
etition of what has been said about the psychological
process of card-laying. With regards to Christian counsel-
ling, it is frequently observed that fortune-telling causes
people to lose all moral inhibitions. Christian education,
tradition and custom have built up a protective wall
around our lives, and even the person who is far from
Christ lives unconsciously in a Christian world order,
although he may rebel against it inwardly. Coming to
grips with occult powers tears down these walls. Dark,
turbid waters stream unhindered into the abandoned life.
In the above example the sensual life of the girl gained
the upper hand and she was ruined by it. Occultism tends
to stir up all one’s passions and addictions. A person who
has sought advice in the occult field can become irritable,
and can abandon himself to alcohol, nicotine and licen-
tious living.

The effects of suggestion in fortune-telling can be
further illustrated in the following examples.

Ex. 14. A young woman had her fortune told through
palmistry. The fortune-teller informed her that in her
4oth year she would die of cancer. As it happens the
woman is wasting away already because of this sugges-
tion, and she now lives under the delusion that she is
going to have cancer. She has already lost 30 Ib and today
weighs only six stone.

Ex.15.The cousin of one of my class-mates was working
as a maid in a manse. One day a gipsy woman appeared
at the door selling household articles. The girl refused
to buy anything because the articles were so dear.
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Thereupon the gipsy snatched her hand in order to
tell her fortune. The girl wanted to pull her hand
away, but the sly woman used a psychological trick. She
said quickly, “Oh, that’s interesting. You will marry
within two years.” What girl would refuse to listen when
marriage is mentioned? She now willingly let the gipsy
read her hand. The woman continued with her prophecy.
“Several men will ask you to marry them. You will marry
the tallest one. In the first year of your marriage you will
become a mother. But I see your life line stops quite
suddenly. You will die during the birth of your first
child!”

Before going on I will briefly point out the character
of this particular piece of fortune-telling. One certainly
needs no prophetic ability to say that a pretty girl will
marry soon. It is also not necessary to be a prophet to
say that she would give birth to a child in the first year
of her marriage. Also the reference to death at the
end of the piece of fortune-telling was no more than
an act of vengeance on the part of the gipsy because the
girl had bought nothing from her. But did the words of
the gipsy come true?

It so happened that several suitors did appear in the
following two years. The girl was already under the
influence of the prophecy, and she consequently married
the tallest one. During the first year of their marriage
she became pregnant. As the time of delivery grew closer
her fear increased proportionally. She struggled against
the evil prophecy. Her relatives and especially her hus-
band tried to persuade her not to believe the nonsense.
But they were unsuccessful. The young woman did not
have a strong enough faith to counteract the superstition.
She had a normal delivery, but several days later she
developed a high fever. The doctor could find no organic
cause for this fever at all. Three weeks after the birth
of the child the mother became mentally deranged. She






