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With the Lordôs help,  

this book was compiled in 2011 

as the product of a small Christian schoolôs effort  

to prepare and send forth its young graduates  

into Godôs world - for His glory. 
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Word of God 
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Itõs time to harvest  
with the Lord!  

 
It is time to harvest with the Lord Jesus! 
 

What a privilege!  He said, ñThe harvest is readyé Go!  I am sending 

youéò (Luke 10:2).  With all my heart and being I say, ñYes, Lord, Iôll 

go and harvest with You! Please lead me and use me according to Your 

will and for Your gloryéò 
 

There are few people who actually do this from day to day.  Many say, 

ñYes,ò but never do it.  They promise, but donôt perform.  They wish, but 

never work it out!  Oh, may it be different with us!  May God fill us with 

His Spirit - that we may be on fire for Him and serve Him only, every 

day; that we may know Him and love Him and worship Him and glorify 

Him always! 
 

We live for one purpose only: to do Godôs will.  With David we say: ñI 

have come to do Your will, O Godéò (Heb 10:7).  His will is that we are 

harvesting with Him.  There is nothing more important than that we do 

His will.  We were made to do His will; we were saved to do His will; we 

were filled by His Spirit to do His will; we were educated and trained to 

do His will; we spent years with our parents and teachers and spiritual 

leaders, learning to do His will.  So we say: ñNow then, do it!ò (2 Sam 

3:18) 
 

Commenting on the verse in Luke, A.B. Simpson, who was used by God 

to start ñThe Christian and Missionary Alliance,ò said:  ñ...it is harvest 

time.  It is the time for reaping; the harvest time is always an urgent and a 

swiftly passing season.  It will not wait our convenience.  It must be 

reaped when it is ripe, or it will rot upon the field.  This is the condition of 

the world today.  It is ripe for the reapers of the kingdom or the pit.  The 

mind and heart of the heathen world is awaking from the sleep of ages and 

is eagerly receiving new light from the progress of modern civilization, 

and it is just as ready to absorb the devilôs lies as the Lordôs truth.  It is a 

crisis age.  What we do we must do quicklyéò  
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The harvest is ready!  
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The harvest is ready!  
 

The Lord Jesus said, ñDo you not say, óFour months more and then the 

harvest?ô I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields!  They are ripe 

for harvest.ò (John 4:35) 

 

The harvest is ready! 

 

Approximately 70% of the people in the world do NOT know the Lord 

Jesus as their personal Saviour and Lord!  This means that 4 billion people 

(4 000 000 000 people) are unsaved!  The harvest is ready! 

 

1 000 000 precious people commit suicide in the world every year! 

 

There are more than 33 000 000 people in the world who are infected with 

HIV.  Nearly 2 000 000 people die of AIDS every year, and between two 

and three million people get infected every year!  In South Africa 10,5% 

of the total population are HIV positive, and the percentage is still increas-

ingé In some areas, half of all the pregnant women are infected with 

HIV!  The harvest is ready! 

 

Of the 6500 people groups in the world, there are still 2500 unreached 

people groups in the world!  They have never heard about the Lord Jesus 

Christ!  The harvest is ready!  This is an emergency... 

 

In ñThe Missionary Emergency,ò A.B Simpson  urged us to look intelli-

gently at the ñfieldò.  More than 100 years ago he said: ñAn intelligent 

conception of the needs of the world is the foundation of all true Christian 

work; but how little Christians, as a rule, know or even think about the 

great outlying world. How many could give an intelligent account of the 

needs of India, Africa or China? Our own little family circle or our church 

society absorbs our interest and is more to us than the millions who are 

perishing abroad. Our eyes are so limited that we cannot see beyond the 

bounds of our own denomination, and millions and millions of dollars are 

being wasted in multiplying churches, simply because we feel that we 
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should spread our particular sect, when whole nations are without even a 

single voice to proclaim the story of Christ and His salvation.ò 

 

ñLift up your eyes, beloved, upon the 400,000,000 of China, the 

322,000,000 of India, the 180,000,000 of Africa, the 60,000,000 of Japan, 

all in heathen darkness. Lift up your eyes upon the 80,000 ministers of the 

Gospel in America, and the more than 1,000,000 of Christian workers for 

110,000,000 of people, and then think of one missionary for every 

400,000 heathen, and ask if this is right, if this is Godôs plan for His 

house.ò  

 

ñAnd then, the need is an immediate one. Say not, óThere are yet four 

months, and then cometh harvest.ô The present generation must save the 

present generation. A celebrated missionary said that it would take three 

or four generations to reach the people of Africa, and it could only be 

done through the children. Our business is with the present generation. A 

thousand million souls must be saved within twenty-five years, or they 

never can be saved. The fields are white, the doors are open, the needs 

are urgent. Let us understand them. Let us study missionary geography 

under the burning light of the Holy Ghost, and God will so write on our 

hearts the names of these peoples, and tribes and tongues, that we cannot 

rest until we have gone to them with the message of salvation.ò  

 

Already more than 2000 years ago, the Lord Jesus said: ñI tell you, open 

your eyes and look at the fields!  They are ripe for harvest.ò (John 4:35).  

What does this mean?  It means that people are ready to be saved!  It 

means that people are in need of salvation! 
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òLook at the fields!   
They are ripe  
for harvestó 
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ñGod so loved the world  

that He gave His one and only Son,  

that whosoever believe in Him  

shall not perish,  

but shall have eternal lifeò  

John 3:16  

I need to ask myself:  

ñWhat does God want ME to do?!ò 

If we could at this time, SHRINK the  

Earthôs population to a village of precisely  

100 people, ...it would look like this: 

 

 

 

 

57 Asians, 21 Europeans,  

8 Africans, 14 from the Western hemisphere, 

70 non-Christian,  

30 Christian... 

 

 

 

 

 

Only one would have a college education.   

80 would live in substandard housing.   

50 would suffer from malnutrition.   

70 would be unable to read... 
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7 Billion people!  
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The harvest is great!  
 

The harvest is not only ñready,ò it is ñgreat,ò it is ñplentifulòé (Luke 

10:2a).  There is much to be done; there are many people to be reached; 

there are many people to be saved!  Nearly HALF of the people on the 

earth have never even heard of the Lord Jesus Christ!   

 

Millions of people live in spiritual darkness and deep unhappiness.  They 

are bound by sin and self-centredness and spirits of 

evil, not knowing the Way out!  They look like you 

and I; they work and laugh and use the modern-day 

technologies, but they are heading for hellé!   

 

Though some of them still live in the jungles, with 

little clothes on their bodies, most live in concrete 

jungles or shanty town jungles, clothed in modern 

nakednessé Others appear happy and even ñholy,ò 

but are without Jesus.  And the Word of God 

teaches us that those who do not have the Son do 

not have life! (1 John 5:12). 

 

According to the Center for the Study of Global Christianity, the state of 

the world (the ñharvest fieldò), as in the year 2011, is as follows: 

 

ĝ 30% of the worldôs people live in countries where there is 

basically NO access to a Christian witness! Many of them 

have NO access to a Christian, a missionary, a church, or a 

Bible. These 1 600 000 000 people are UNreached and 

would need an outside witness to come and share Christ 

with them. We can refer to them as ñUNexposed UNbeliev-

ersò.  They really do not have any chance of hearing about 

Jesus!! 

ĝ 30% of the worldôs people live in countries where there is 

access to a Christian witness and they describe themselves 

as ñChristiansò. 

 

Nearly half 
of the people 
on the earth 
have never 
heard of the 
Lord Jesus! 
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ĝ 40% of the worldôs people live in countries where thereôs 

access to a Christian witness and they describe themselves 

as NOT ñChristianò.  They may also be called ñexposed un-

believersò. 

 

This means that 70% of the people in the world do NOT know the 

Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior!!!  This amounts 

to approximately 4 000 000 000 precious people (for whom the Lord 

Jesus died)! 

 

The majority of un-evangelized people in the world live in the countries 

indicated below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a tremendous challenge!  The Lord Jesus said: ñLook! ...the fields 

are ripe and ready to harvest!ò (John 4:35; Ampl, CEV).  Do you SEE it?!  

Does it challenge YOU?!  Will you DO something about it?! 

 

In ñThe Challenge of Missionsò A.B. Simpson (1843-1919) describes how 

he thought the Lord Jesus saw the harvest.  He said: 

 

ñOur Saviourôs emphatic language ...gives us a vivid view of the worldôs 

harvest as He saw it.  óThe harvest truly is great.ô  His words suggest to us 

that it is harvest time.  It is the time for reaping; the harvest time is al-

ways an urgent and a swiftly passing season.  It will not wait our conven-
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2753 people died on 11 September 2001 

during the terrorist attack  

on the World trade Centre 
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ience.  It must be reaped when it is ripe, or it will rot upon the field.  

This is the condition of the world today.  It is ripe for the reapers of the 

kingdom or the pit.  The mind and heart of the heathen world is awaking 

from the sleep of ages and is eagerly receiving new light from the pro-

gress of modern civilization, and it is just as ready 

to absorb the devilôs lies as the Lordôs truth.  It is a 

crisis age.  What we do we must do quickly. 

 

Then, too, the great reaper.  Death, is moving down 

the generation at an awful rate.  If these immortal 

souls are to hear of Jesus, they must hear at once.  It 

is harvest time.  Let the reapers be ready. 

 

But again, the Master reminds us that the harvest 

is great.  It is of great extent.  It is almost impos-

sible to realize the vastness of earthôs Christ-less 

millions. There is no arithmetic that can make the picture.  Let them 

march past us in four lines of moving men, two of them composed of Chi-

nese, one of African, and one of Hindu.  Let this column four deep march 

by us.  It would take a generation for them to pass, and when they had 

gone a new generation would be marching at their heels, and so forever, 

four deep, they are marching past to judgment and darkness.  It is like a 

mighty city blotted out every twenty-four hours by a calamity greater 

than earthquake or flame. 

 

But this harvest is great, not only in extent, but in value.  These are 

immortal souls capable of joy or woe.  They were once made in the image 

of God and are destined to live forever.  Under the influence of Divine 

grace they are capable of rising to the highest and noblest possibilities of 

goodness and usefulness.  The humblest and most worthless of them was 

worthy of the sacrifice of Christôs life and the shedding of His precious 

blood.  It is a mighty harvest.  Better let all the wheat fields of America be 

blighted, better let a constellation go out into darkness, than that these 

souls should be lost. 

 

The harvest is also great in its difficulties.  It is a task impossible to 

man.  All the power of Satan, all the prejudices of race and caste, all the 

deep love of sin in the human soul, all the power of evil habit and natural 

corruption conformed by ages of degradation and strengthened by ten 

 
Every hour, 
7000 people 
who did not 
trust Jesus  

as their  
Saviour  

go to hell!  
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thousand selfish and earthly motives, combine to hold men in the power 

of Satan and to lead them to reject the Gospel.  Even if we had the mis-

sionaries and the means, the difficulties would still be immense.  The 

work is superhuman.  Properly to reach this vast harvest field, we need a 

missionary for every ten thousand men, and this would require the forces 

of one hundred thousand missionaries and fifty million dollars a year to 

sustain them.  This would not be considered too great for human ambition 

and imperial power.  The immediate evangelization of the world ought to 

have such an army and such equipment.  And before such figures our fee-

ble resources and limited means dwarf into insignificance.  Our hearts fall 

back on God and are relieved when we hear the Master say óPray.ô  This is 

a task too great for us.  God must undertake itéò 

 

The harvest is great!! 

 

Do we see it?!  Do we feel it?!  Do we do something about it?! 

 

 

There are 2500 UN-reached people groups 

in the world today! 
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Precious people 
without Christ  

as their Saviour!  



24 



25 

The workers are few! 
 
 
Despite the fact that the harvest is ready ...and great, the Word of God 
says: ñ...the workers are fewò!!!! (Luke 10:2b) 
 
There is only ONE missionary for every 170 000 Hindu people in the 
world ; ONE missionary for every 190 000 Buddhist people in the 
world ; ONE missionary for every 340 000 Muslim people in the 
world ; and ONE missionary for every 80 000 unreligious people in the 
worldé! 
 
Oh, friends, is this possible?!  How is this possible?! 
 
Are there no Christians to go into Christôs harvest?! 
 
Are there so few who see the harvest and hear His voice ...and GO?! 
 
Where are the Christians who are sold out for the Lord Jesus?!  Where 
are the Christians who love the Lord with all their heart and with all their 
strength and with all their time and with all their life?! 
 
Where are they?! 
 
Where are YOU?!  Where am I?! 
 
A.B. Simpson (1843-1919) was different from the majority of Christians - 

he was there where God needed him and wanted him; he was in Christôs 

harvest; he was busy day and nighté He was plowing, planting, sowing, 

praying, weeping, waiting, watering, weeding, watching, harvesting, re-

joicing, bringing in, and glorifying God!   

 

In his book, ñThe Challenge of Missions,ò he speaks about the sad fact of 

the lack of labourers.  He says:  

 

ñAgain, the Master glances at the labourers and He tells us they óare few.ô  

They were few in His own day when twelve apostles and seventy disci-

ples went forth on the first mission.  They are still few, although the num-

bers have increased.  Instead of one missionary for every ten thousand 

human beings, there are vast provinces and destitute fields where it is one 
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missionary to half a million, and sometimes one missionary to several mil-

lions.  This is not for lack of material, for the Church has millions of 

members in this country, and one volunteer out of every hundred members 

would give us from America alone a missionary army sufficient to evan-

gelize the globe.  But instead of one out of every 

hundred, we have about one out of every fifty thou-

sand church members from this country in the for-

eign land.  While the wealth of our people increases, 

and our Christian agencies are crowded with profes-

sional workers, the mission fields are neglected and 

even the workers that would go are hindered for lack 

of means.  The Lordôs heart aches as He cries: óThe 

harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few.ôéò 
 
Furthermore, more than 2000 years after the Lord 

Jesus said, ñGo... and make disciples of all the nationsò (Matthew 28:19), 

only 2.4% of our missionaries are going to the 1.6 billion people who 

have never had the chance to hear the good news of the kingdom! 

 

The Lord Jesus, the Lord of the harvest, told the story of a father who had 

two sons.  The father said to each one of them individually: ñSon, go 

work in my vineyardò (Matthew 21:28).   

 

Dr Andrew Murray (1828-1917), who wrote the books ñThe Key to the 

Missionary Problemò and ñWorking for God,ò commented on that impor-

tant story as follows: 

 

ñThe father had two sons.  To each he gave the command to go and work 

in his vineyard.  The one went, the other went not.  God has given the 

command and the power to every child of His to work in His vine-

yard, with the world as the field.  The majority of Godôs children are 

not working for Him, and the world is perishing. 
 

Of all the mysteries that surround us in the world, is not one of the strang-

est and most incomprehensible this ï that after 1800 years the very name 

of the Son of God should be unknown to the larger half of the human race. 

 

Just consider what this means.  To restore the ruin sin had wrought, God, 

the Almighty Creator, actually sent His own Son to the world to tell men 

The mission 
fields are 
neglected  
by Godõs 

children!  
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òThe harvest truly is GREATéó 
Luke 10:1-3 

ò...but the workers are FEWó 

...pray  

...NOW GOó 
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of His love, and to bring them His life and 

salvation.  When Christ made His disciples 

partakers of that salvation, and the un-

speakable joy it brings, it was with the ex-

press understanding that they should make 

it known to others, and so be the lights of 

the world.  He spoke of all who through them 

should believe, having the same calling.  He 

left the world with the distinct instruction 

to carry the Gospel to every creature, and 

teach all nations to observe all that He com-

manded.  He at the same time gave the defi-

nite assurance that all power for this work was 

in Him, that He would always be with His 

people, and that by the power of the Holy Spirit they would be able to wit-

ness to Him to the ends of the earth.  And what do we see now?  After 

1800 years two-thirds of the human race  have scarce heard the name 

of Jesus.  And of the other third, the larger half is still quite ignorant 

as if they had never heard. 

 

Consider again what this means.  All these dying millions, whether in 

Christendom or heathendom, have an interest in Christ and His salvation.  

They have a right to Him.  Their salvation depends on their knowing Him.  

He could change their lives from sin and wretchedness to holy obedience 

and heavenly joy.  Christ has a right to them.  It would make His heart 

glad to have them come to Him and be blessed in Him.  But they and He 

are dependent on the service of His people to be the connecting link to 

bring them and Him together.  And yet what His people do is as nothing to 

what needs to be done, to what could be done, to what ought to be done. 

 

Just consider again what this means.  What a revelation of the state of the 

Church.  The great majority of those who are counted believers are 

doing nothing towards making Christ known to their fellow-men.  Of 

the remainder, the majority are doing so little, and that little so ineffectu-

ally, by reason of the lack of whole-hearted devotion, that they can hardly 

be said to be giving themselves to their Lordôs service.  And of the re-

maining portion, who have given themselves and all they have to Christôs 

service, so many are occupied with the hospital work of teaching the 

sick and the weakly in the Church, that the strength left free for ag-

 

The majority 
of Godõs  

children are 
NOT working 

for Him,  
and the world 
is perishing!  
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òThe great majority of those who are counted believers 
are doing NOTHING towards making Christ known  

to their fellow -menó - Andrew Murray  
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gressive work, and going forth to conquer the 

world, is terribly reduced.  And so, with a fin-

ished salvation, and a loving Redeemer, and a 

Church set apart to carry life and blessing to 

men, the millions are still perishing. 

 

There can be no question to the Church of more 

intense and pressing importance than this: What 

can be done to waken believers to a sense of 

their holy calling, and to make them see that 

to work for God, that to offer themselves as 

instruments through whom God can do His 

work, ought to be the one aim of their life?  
The vain complaints that are continually heard of the lack of enthusiasm 

for Godôs kingdom on the part of the great majority of Christians, the vain 

attempts to waken anything like an interest in missions proportionate to 

their claim, or Christôs claim, make us feel that nothing less is needed than 

a revival that shall be a revolution, and shall raise even the average Chris-

tian to an entirely new type of devotion.  No true change can come until 

the truth is preached and accepted, that the law of the kingdom is : Every 

believer to live only and wholly for Godôs service and work. 

 

The father who called his sons to go and work in his vineyard did not 

leave it to their choice to do as much or as little as they chose.  They lived 

in his home; they were his children, he counted on what they would give 

him, they time and strength.  This God expects of His children.  Until it is 

understood that each child of God is to give his whole heart to his Fa-

therôs interest and work, until it is under-

stood that every child of God is to be a 

worker for God , the evangelization of the 

world cannot be accomplished.  Let every 

reader listen, and the Father will say to him 

personally: óSon, go work in My vine-

yard.ô 

 

Why is it that stirring appeals on behalf of 

missions often have so little permanent re-

sult?  Because the command with its mo-

tives is brought to men who have not 

 

 

EVERY  
child of God  

is to be  
a worker  
for God 

  
 
 

EVERY  
believer  

is to live ONLY  
and wholly  
for Godõs service  

and work!  
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learned that absolute devotion and immediate obedience to their Lord 

is of the essence of true salvation.ò 

 

If I am not absolutely devoted to the Lord and obedient to Him, there is 

NO evidence that I am saved! 

 

The Lord Jesus said: ñGo and make disciples of all the nationséò (Mat 

28:19); and ñAs the Father has sent me, I am sending youò (John 20:21).  

Did we obey Him?  Do we obey Him? 

 

Only 6% of all cross-cultural missionaries come from Africa!  Where 

are the Christian missionaries from Africa, from South Africa? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ñworkers are few,ò the missionaries are few!   

 

Dr Hudson Taylor said: ñIf you are not a missionary, then you are a 

mission field!ò  This is  still true, also today.  It does not matter if you 

come from the city or from the rural area, if you come from an industrial-
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ized (post-modern) country or from an under-developed (traditional) 

country, if you are not a missionary, you are a mission field! 

 

The sad reality of there being only a few workers in the Lordôs harvest is 

made worse by the fact that, of these few, only 2,5% of them are mis-

sionaries to people groups that are un-evangelized! 

 

òIf you are not a  
missionary, then you 
are a mission field!ó  

Dr Hudson Taylor, medical missionary for 

God in China (1832-1905). 
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William Borden was a millionaire, who 

gave up ALL to become a missionary 

for Jesus to the Muslims in China.  He 

died at the age of 26 years...  He said: 

 No reserve   

   No retreat   

     No regret  

 If you see 10 men  

trying to lift a log, 9 of them 

on the light end and 1 on the 

heavy end, where will you 

step in to help?  
...and what about 

the mission field?! 
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Dr Hudson Taylor - 

 missionary doctor  

and founder of the  

China Inland Mission - 

for Jesus and for souls 

 

The  
Great Commission  
is not an option  
to be considered,  
it is a command  
to be obeyed...! 
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Pray!  
 
 

ñSo PRAY to the Lord of the harvestò  

The Lord Jesus Christ 
 

The words of the Lord Jesus are like a clear-flowing stream.  He says: 

ñThe harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; So PRAY to the 

Lord of the harvest to force out (send forth) and thrust laborers into His 

harvestéò (Matthew 9:37-38; KJV, Ampl.).   

 

God wants us to PRAY.  He commands us to PRAY!   

 

In a message on ñPrayer and Missions,ò A.B. Simpson commented on 

these wonderful words.  He said: ñThis passage is 

quoted twice in connection with the life of Christ.  

He seemed to have uttered this sentence several 

timesé 

 

II. The great NEED of the work is suggested by 

the Masterôs language respecting the PRAYER of 

the disciples.   óPray ye therefore the Lord of the 

harvest, that he would send forth labourers into the 

harvest.ô  The force of this expression is lost in our 

translation.  The Greek word for ósendô literally 

means óThrust forth.ô  It describes an emergency 

movement, an extensive and intensely rapid and 

earnest sending forth of labourers.  It describes 

the great missionary movement in which many workers are suddenly 

called to the field and go forth with intense earnestness, enthusiasm, 

and power.  It is just such a missionary movement as started forth from 

Pentecost, and as we have occasional intimations of the history of such 

great evangelistic movements as the labours of Colomba in Scotland, 

Anselm in Germany, the Moravian movement, Pastor Harms and Pastor 

Gossler, and one or two more aggressive missionary movements of these 

last days.  The work of the China Inland Mission, the rise of The Christian 

and Missionary Alliance, and the Student Volunteers give some intimation 

of what such a movement might be under the direction of the Holy Ghost 

A.B. Simpson  
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if the Church of Christ were only aroused to a full realization of the 

need of the world, the opportunities of the time, and the urgency of the 

call.  It is just such a movement as this that the Church of Christ and the 

heathen world needs.  Nothing short of it can meet the awful destitution of 

the world and the apathy, indifference, and selfishness of the Church.  It 

would be a great revival if such a crusade would be begun and sustained 

for a single decade on the part of all the consecrated children of God.  It is 

not too much to say that the whole world might be occupied in half a gen-

eration and the Lordôs coming hastened in our time.  Such a thrusting 

forth implies the breaking down of barriers, the upheaval of old forms of 

thought and feeling, the breaking up of selfishness, stagnancy, conserva-

tism, and the letting loose of the spirit of love and Christian enthusiasm 

amid all ranks and classes of the Church of God, to bring back the fresh-

ness, the self-sacrifice, and the supernatural power of the days of Pente-

cost.  It would usher in an era of glory and spiritual quickening such as the 

Church has not witnessed since the days of Paul.  What a worthy object 

of prayer!  Let us ask God for something as large-hearted and magnifi-

cent in the name of Christ as the world is supplying in the name of com-

merce and enterprise.  Many think nothing of investing tens of millions in 

vast speculations, great trusts, and selfish combinations.  Oh, for a mis-

sionary trust, a combination of idle capital and the elevated minds and 

glowing hearts of the Church of God to accomplish in a prodigious en-

terprise as much for God as Mammon is doing in a thousand directions 

for selfishness and pleasure!  How small our Christian enterprise, how 

timid our expectations and efforts!  How we wonder when a man gives a 

few thousands to things incalculably more important that absorb hundreds 

of millions from the votaries of the world! 

 

This thrusting forth will have two sides to it.  It will involve on one hand a 

great army of volunteers for the field when men will pour out their lives 

for the evangelization of the nations as they poured out their lives once for 

our country and the freedom of our people. 

 

It will also witness the outpouring of money in the spirit of magnificent 

giving and self-sacrifice; and it will not be called a strange thing for one 

man to take a whole province in China and give his tens of millions for its 

evangelization, for another to take Southeast Asia and become a trustee 

for its evangelization, for a syndicate of Christians to assume the responsi-

bility of the evangelization of the heart of Africa and send forth their 
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equipped and consecrated pioneers, not by the tens 

but by the thousands, to occupy the land for Christ. 

 

The language implies that it will need great power to 

accomplish such a movement.  The whole bent of 

human nature is against it.  Selfishness will lead the 

workers to tarry at home and hoard their means for 

enterprises of profit and pleasure, but God can send 

such a tidal wave of love, power, and self-denial that 

will break up these icy barriers and pour, like the 

freshets of spring, in torrents of holy zeal, through 

every channel of Christian life and service.  Oh, for such a day to dawn!  

Oh, for such a thrusting forth of labourers into the harvest!  Oh, for the 

old Psalm to be fulfilled, óThe Lord gave the word: great was the com-

pany of those that published it!ô  Oh, for such a baptism from on high!  

Then shall it be true, óThy people shall be willing (i.e. a free-will offer-

ing) in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb 

of the morning: thou has the dew of thy youth.ô 

 

III. Our Master indicates the SOURCE from which this need is to be 

supplied and this remedy provided.   óPray ye the Lord of the harvest.ô  It 

is to come through BELIEVING PRAYER .  Such a movement as we 

have described is so much in advance of what we see, is so unspeakably 

greater than our feeble, timid and trifling attempts at the worldôs evangeli-

zation, that no power is equal to it but Godôs and no means can accom-

plish it but prayer.  As one passes even hastily over heathen lands, he 

becomes utterly oppressed with the massive and almost impenetrable 

barriers against the Gospel that confront him on every side; and as he 

looks upon the overwhelming millions under the power of superstition, 

sensuality, and grossest wickedness, with but here and there a feeble ray 

of holy light shining in the darkness, he cries almost in despair, óWho is 

sufficient for these things?ô  Thank God there is one remedy, the Holy 

Ghost.  The Holy Ghost is equal to the need, and He can raise up just 

such a movement and send forth just such an army.  Oh, that a few 

hearts might be filled with this Divine ambition to be Godôs intercessors 

and remembrancers of such a blessing. 

 

1. Prayer will send forth the workers and the right kind of workers.  

It will reach them with a heavenly call, train them in the school of God, 
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send them to the right fields, and sustain them when they go. 

 

2. Prayer will supply the means.  God can reach the pocketbooks that we 

cannot. The Holy Ghost can take a hundred of our young, consecrated 

business men, who are ready to dedicate themselves and whatever wealth 

God may give them to this great enterprise, and then in a very few years, 

by the rapid turns of prosperity which lie back of hundreds of business 

careers, can load them with boundless wealth and make them His trustees 

for the greatest work in the world.  Perhaps there are a hundred people 

reading these lines, who might, if God could only trust them with such a 

ministry, become possessed of unlimited resources for His cause and the 

spread of the Gospel.  Yes, and God can touch those that are now pos-

sessed of wealth in ways that the petitioner may never see. 

 

A few years ago in a New England town three women met one afternoon 

and prayed God to do something for foreign missions which would mark 

that hour in the history of its cause.  That very afternoon a rich man in the 

same city made his will and left more than a million dollars to support the 

Gospel in heathen lands.  These are things He loves to do, if He can but 

find people that will only trust Him, and whom He can fully trust. 

 

3. Prayer can remove the difficulties and open the doors of the mis-

sion field.  Prayer has opened almost every land to the Gospel in the last 

fifty years.  It is but a little while since the principle mission fields of the 

world were practically closed.  In a single generation we have seen India, 

China, Central Africa and South America, all prepared by the mighty hand 

of Godôs providence for the seed of the Gospel.  Hudson Taylor has told 

us how, through prayer, the ship in which he was sailing to China, as it 

was becalmed and drifting on a cannibal shore, was 

saved by prayer, through the breaking forth of a 

sudden breeze while the missionary prayed below 

and the captain un-reefed the sails above, and just 

as the savages were waiting for their prey, they saw 

the vessel turn and dash away from the perilous 

shore as if wafted by the very breath of God. 

 

A missionary from China once told how a native 

Christian was about to be murdered by his elder 

brother because he insisted on giving a Christian 
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burial to his aged mother.  The native churches 

prayed, and the faithful Christian stood firm.  Sud-

denly the hand of God struck this wicked brother, and 

he died in fearful torment, declaring that the demons 

had come for his soul.  A great awe fell on all the 

community because it was the hand of God. 

 

Dr. Chamberlain tell us that in India, through simple 

prayer, he and a large party were saved in a jungle in 

the darkness of night, and they were supernaturally 

led to a place on the bank of the river where there 

was no ferry or possible way of escape at ordinary times; but, just as they 

reached it they found that a ferry had been provided and held there by 

means that could not have been provided by man, and the boatmen were 

waiting, they knew not why, and they carried them safely across the swol-

len river from the jungle with its awful perils. 

 

The whole story of missions is full of the supernatural working of God 

in answer to His peopleôs prayer.  He is ready to go before us as literally 

as the pillar of cloud and fire moved before Israel in the wilderness of old.  

All He asks of us is that we fully trust Him, and that we step forth in 

obedience to His will and in confidence in His care. 

 

4. Prayer will break down the prejudices of the heathen and open 

their minds and hearts to the Gospel.  Dr. Mahan tells the story of the 

good minister in Ohio who in his last days used to pray almost constantly 

for the heathen world.  He took the map of the world as his prayer book, 

and, kneeling down in his closet, he daily traversed the world, stopping at 

the different mission stations and praying for them, one by one.  After he 

was gone, it was found from the missionary periodicals, that Godôs bless-

ing had swept across these fields in great missionary revivals in exact ac-

cordance with the order of his prayer, and the blessing had traveled 

around the globe just behind the pillared cloud of the Holy Ghost as it 

went before in this good manôs closet.  It will be found some day, no 

doubt, that the wonderful revivals of Madagascar and the Sandwich Is-

lands, the Telugu mission and the work in Northern India, and the out-

pourings of the Holy Ghost in China, were just the answer to some hum-

ble and perhaps unknown child of God who, in the secret place of 

prayer, had gone before bearing the censor of holy intercession and blow-

 
Prayer 

will send 
forth...  

the right 
kind of 
workers. 



42 

ing a trumpet of victorious faith around the walls of Jericho. 

 

Beloved, LET US PRAY, let us ópray the Lord of the harvest,ô that in 

these last days He will revive Israel, make bare His arm, bring forth a 

great missionary crusade, and óthrust forth labourers into his har-

vest.ôéò 
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Andrew Murray (1828-1917) was one of Godôs true 

men. He walked with God and was used by Him in re-

vival in South Africa.  He was known as a man in 

Christ, a man filled with the Holy Spirit, a man living in 

constant fellowship with the Lord, and a man of 

prayer... In one of his many books, called ñWith Christ 

in the School of Prayer,ò he wrote the following burn-

ing, life-giving words: 

 

   

 ñPray the Lord of the harvestò 
or  

Prayer provides Labourers. 
 

ñThen saith He unto His disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the 

labourers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will 

send forth labourers into His harvest.ò - Matt. 9:37-38. 

 

ñTHE Lord frequently taught His disciples that they must pray, and 

how; but seldom what to pray.  This he left to their sense of need, and 

the leading of the Spirit. But here we have one thing He expressly en-

joins them to remember: in view of the plenteous harvest, and the 

need of reapers, they must cry to the Lord of the harvest to send forth 

labourers. Just as in the parable of the friend at midnight, He would have 

them understand that prayer is not to be selfish; so here it is the power 

through which blessing can come to others. The Father is Lord of the har-

vest; when we pray for the Holy Spirit, we must pray for Him to prepare 

and send forth labourers for the work.  

 

Strange, is it not, that He should ask His disciples to pray for this? And 

could He not pray Himself? And would not one prayer of His avail more 

than a thousand of theirs? And God, the Lord of the harvest, did He not 

see the need? And would not He, in His own good time, send forth labour-

ers without their prayer? Such questions lead us up to the deepest myster-

ies of prayer, and its power in the Kingdom of God. The answer to such 

questions will convince us that prayer is indeed a power, on which the 

ingathering of the harvest and the coming of the Kingdom do in very 

truth depend.  
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Prayer is no form or show. The Lord Jesus was Himself the truth; every-

thing He spoke was the deepest truth. It was when (see ver. 36) óHe saw 

the multitude, and was moved with compassion on them, because they 

were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd,ô that He called on the 

disciples to pray for labourers to be sent among them. He did so because 

He really believed that their prayer was needed, and would help. The 

veil which so hides the invisible world from us was wonderfully transpar-

ent to the holy human soul of Jesus. He had looked long and deep and far 

into the hidden connection of cause and effect in the spirit world. He had 

marked in Godôs Word how, when God called men like Abraham and 

Moses, Joshua and Samuel and Daniel, and given them authority over 

men in His name, He had at the same time given them authority and right 

to call in the powers of heaven to their aid as they needed them. He knew 

that as to these men of old, and to Himself for a time, here upon earth, the 

work of God had been entrusted, so it was now about to pass over into the 

hands of His disciples. He knew that when this work should be given in 

charge to them, it would not be a mere matter of form or show, but 

that on them, and their being faithful or unfaithful, the success of the 

work would actually depend. As a single individual, within the limita-

tions of a human body and a human life, Jesus feels how little a short visit 

can accomplish among these wandering sheep He sees around Him, and 

He longs for help to have them properly cared for. And so He tells His 

disciples now to begin and pray, and, when they have taken over the work 

from Him on earth, to make this one of the chief petitions in their prayer: 

That the Lord of the harvest Himself would send forth labourers into His 

harvest. The God who entrusted them with the work, and made it to so 

large extent dependent on them, gives them authority to apply to Him for 

labourers to help, and makes the supply dependent on their prayer. 

 

How little Christians really feel and mourn the need of labourers in 

the fields of the world so white to the harvest. And how little they be-

lieve that our labour-supply depends on prayer, that prayer will really pro-

vide óas many as he needeth.ô Not that the dearth of labour is not known 

or discussed. Not that efforts are not sometimes put forth to supply the 

want. But how little the burden of the sheep wandering without a 

Shepherd is really borne in the faith that the Lord of the harvest will , 

in answer to prayer, send forth the labourers, and in the solemn con-

viction that without this prayer fields ready for reaping will be left to 

perish. And yet it is so. So wonderful is the surrender of His work into the 
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hands of His Church, so dependent has the Lord made Himself on them as 

His body, through whom alone His work can be done, so real is the power 

which the Lord gives His people to exercise in heaven and earth, that the 

number of the labourers and the measure of the harvest does actually 

depend upon their prayer.  

 

Solemn thought! O why is it that we do not obey the injunction of the 

Master more heartily, and cry more earnestly for labourers? There 

are two reasons for this. The one is: We miss the compassion of Jesus, 

which gave rise to this request for prayer. When believers learn that to 

love their neighbours as themselves, that to live 

entirely for Godôs glory in their fellow-men, is 

the Fatherôs first commandment to His re-

deemed ones, they will accept of the perishing 

ones as the charge entrusted to them by their 

Lord. And, accepting them not only as a field of 

labour, but as the objects of loving care and 

interest, it will not be long before compassion 

towards the hopelessly perishing will touch 

their heart, and the cry ascend with an earnest-

ness till then unknown: Lord! send labourers. 

The other reason for the neglect of the com-

mand, the want of faith, will then make itself 

felt, but will be overcome as our pity pleads for 

help. We believe too little in the power of prayer to bring about definite 

results. We do not live close enough to God, and are not enough entirely 

given up to His service and Kingdom, to be capable of the confidence that 

He will give it in answer to our prayer. O let us pray for a life so one with 

Christ, that His compassion may stream into us, and His Spirit be able to 

assure us that our prayer avails. 

 

Such prayer will ask and obtain a twofold blessing. There will first be 

the desire for the increase of men entirely given up to the service of God. 

It is a terrible blot upon the Church of Christ that there are times when 

actually men cannot be found for the service of the Master as ministers, 

missionaries, or teachers of Godôs Word. As Godôs children make this a 

matter of supplication for their own circle or Church, it will be given. The 

Lord Jesus is now Lord of the harvest. He has been exalted to bestow 

giftsðthe gifts of the Spirit. His chief gifts are men filled with the Spirit. 
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But the supply and distribution of the gifts depend on the co-operation of 

Head and members. It is just prayer will lead to such co-operation; the 

believing suppliants will be stirred to find the men and the means for the 

work. 
 

The other blessing to be asked will not be less. Every believer is a la-

bourer; not one of Godôs children who has not been redeemed for service, 

and has not his work waiting. It must be our prayer that the Lord 

would so fill all His people with the spirit of devotion, that not one 

may be found standing idle in the vineyard. Wherever there is a com-

plaint of the lack of helpers, or of fit helpers in Godôs work, prayer has the 

promise of a supply. There is no Sunday school or 

district visiting, no Bible reading or rescue work, 

where God is not ready and able to provide. It may 

take time and importunity, but the command of 

Christ to ask the Lord of the harvest is the pledge 

that the prayer will be heard: óI say unto you, he 

will arise and give him as many as he needeth.ô 
 

Solemn, blessed thought! this power has been given 

us in prayer to provide in the need of the world, to 

secure the servants for Godôs work. The Lord of the 

harvest will hear. Christ, who called us so specially to pray thus, will sup-

port our prayers offered in His name and interest. Let us set apart time 

and give ourselves to this part of our intercessory work. It will lead us 

into the fellowship of that compassionate heart of His that led Him to call 

for our prayers. It will elevate us to the insight of our regal position, as 

those whose will counts for something with the great God in the advance-

ment of His Kingdom. It will make us feel how really we are Godôs fellow

-workers on earth, to whom a share in His work has in downright earnest 

been entrusted. It will make us partakers in the soul travail, but also in the 

soul satisfaction of Jesus, as we know how, in answer to our prayer, bless-

ing has been given that otherwise would not have come. 

 

óLORD, TEACH US TO PRAY.ô 

 

Blessed Lord! Thou hast this day again given us another of Thy wondrous 

lessons to learn. We humbly ask Thee, O give us to see aright the spiritual 

realities of which Thou hast been speaking. There is the harvest which is 

so large, and perishing, as it waits for sleepy disciples to give the signal 
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for labourers to come. Lord, teach us to look out upon it with a heart 

moved with compassion and pity. There are the labourers, so few. Lord, 

show us how terrible the sin of the lack of prayer and faith, of which this 

is the token. And there is the Lord of the harvest, so able and ready to 

send them forth. Lord, show us how He does indeed wait for the prayer to 

which He has bound His answer. And there are the disciples, to whom the 

commission to pray has been given: Lord, show us how Thou canst pour 

down Thy Spirit and breathe upon them, so that Thy compassion and the 

faith in Thy promise shall rouse them to unceasing, prevailing prayer. 
 

O our Lord! we cannot understand how Thou canst entrust such work and 

give such power to men so slothful and unfaithful. We thank Thee for all 

whom Thou art teaching to cry day and night for labourers to be sent 

forth. Lord, breathe Thine own Spirit on all Thy children, that they may 

learn to live for this one thing aloneðthe Kingdom and glory of their 

Lordðand become fully awake to the faith of what their prayer can ac-

complish. And let all our hearts in this, as in every petition, be filled with 

the assurance that prayer, offered in loving faith in the living God, will 

bring certain and abundant answer. Amen.ò 
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ñIf we are simply to pray as a pleasant, and enjoyable exercise, and 

know nothing of watching in prayer, and weariness in prayer, we 

shall not draw down the available blessing. We shall not sustain 

our missionaries, who are overwhelmed with the appalling dark-

ness of heathenism; we shall not even sufficiently maintain the 

spiritual life of our own souls.  We must serve God even to the 

point of suffering; each one must ask himself, óTo what degree, at 

what point, am I extending, by personal suffering, by personal self-

denial even to the point of pain, the kingdom of Christ?ò (Hudson 

Taylor) 
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òGo! I am sending you!ó 
 

 
We have seen that the Lord Jesus said that (1) the harvest is READY, (2) 

the harvest is GREAT, (3) the workers are FEW, and (4) that we must 

PRAY that the Lord will send out workers into His harvesté (Matthew 

9:37-38; John 4:35; Luke 10:2).   

 

But that is not all - He continued to say: ñGO! I am sending youéò!!! 

(Luke 10:3; GNB) 

 

This is like an echo that sounds over the agesé 

 

ñGO! I am sending you!ò 

 

 ñGO! I am sending you!ò 

 

  ñGO! I am sending you!ò 

 

   ñGO! I am sending you!ò 

 

    ñGO! I am sending you!ò 

 

     ñGO! I am sending you!ò 

       

      ñGO! I am sending you!ò 

 

       ñGO! I am sending you!ò 

 

Have you heard it? 

 

Have you responded to it? 

 

Have you obeyed?! 

 

Are you still obeying?! 
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We might have seen the need, we might have heard the call of the Lord, 

we might have prayed for the Lord to send out workers into His harvest, 

but is that all weôve doneé?!   

 

Frank Houghton, who was  the leader of the China Inland Mission some 

time after Hudson Taylor, felt it was not enough to pray, actually, it was 

impossible to pray in the right way without also GOING, without 

obeyingé!  In ñThe Fire Burns oné,ò he wrote the following poem: 
 

 

             Sincerity in Prayer 

 
ñSend forth more labourers!ò - Praying so, 

     I heard the Master say, 

ñWhom shall I send, and who will go?ò 

     And lo! I could not pray. 

 

How can I plead that other men 

     His harvesters may be 

Till I have answered Him again, 

     ñLord, here am I, send meò? 

 

Frank Houghton 

 

Have YOU said that to the Lord? 

 

Oh, this is the only life to liveða life in Godôs will, a life of serving Him, 

a life of being His missionary in this dark world!  What a privilege! 

 

Oswald Chambers (1874-1917) said: ñWhen the call of God comes, be-

gin to GO and never stop going no matter how many delightful rest-

ing places there may be on the way.ò 

 

He also said: ñTo study the teaching of our Lord in connection with the 

verb óto goô would amaze us. How often do you hear in meetings the word 

ógo,ô and how often do you hear the word ógetô?  We emphasize ógetô; the 

New Testament emphasizes óGO.ô  If you have escaped the edge of the 

sword, GO!ò 
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Let us away, no longer delay, 

Morning with joy is bright; 

Let us away and labor today 

Out in the fields so white. 
 

 Onward, onward, bounding along, 

 Onward, onward, join the busy throng. 

 Shouting, singing, oôer the harvest plain; 

 Joyful, joyful, gather in the grain. 
 

Let us away, the message obey, 

Jesus repeats the call; 

Come with a will, our mission fulfill, 

Haste to the work for all. 
 

 Refrain 
 

Let us away, we cannot delay, 

Harvest will soon be oôer; 

Moments and hours, like beautiful flowôrs, 

Soon will return no more. 
 

 Refrain 
 

Let us away, O let us away, 

Lifting our eyes above; 

Faithful and true our labor pursue, 

Trusting a Saviorôs love. 
 

 Refrain 

 

Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) also heard Godôs call to ñGo!òé Wanting to 

encourage others to also hear and GO into His harvest, she wrote the song 

ñLet us away,ò which actually means: ñLet us GO!ò 
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With the Lordôs voice ringing in your heart, and Fanny Crosbyôs poem 

echoing that call, will you say: ñHere am I, send me!òé? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Such a response is music in Godôs ears!  This what His heart longs to 

hear; this is what the many witnesses (in Hebrews 12) long to hear! Fur-

thermore, we donôt want to only SAY: ñHere am I, send me,ò no, we want 

to actually GO and DO what He wants us to do in His harvest!! 
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Each one of us need to hear individually.  Each one of us need to respond 

individually.  Each one of us need to GO individuallyé 

 

In response to the Missionary Conference that was held in New York in 

1900 (picture on the right), Dr 

Andrew Murray wrote one of 

his most important books, which 

had a great impact on the world 

when it was released.  Many 

Christians do not know it in our 

present day.  The title of the 

book is  the ñKey to the Mission-

ary Problem.ò  In it he writes 

that ñthe missionary problem is 

a personal oneé,ò an individ-

ual problem!  It concerns each 

one of us personally!  He put it 

as follows: 

 

ñThe missionary problem is a personal one.   If the Church is really to 

take up its work, it is not enough that we speak of the obligation resting 

upon the present generation to make Christ known to every one.  True 

education must always deal with the individual mind.  To the general 

command must always be added to personal one.  Nelsonôs signal, 

óEngland expects every man to do his duty,ô was a personal appeal ad-

dressed to every seaman, not just his fleet.  As we seek to find out why, 

with such millions of Christians, the real army of God that is fighting 

the hosts of darkness is so small, the only answer is ï lack of 

heart.  The enthusiasm of the kingdom is missing.  And that is be-

cause there is so little enthusiasm for the King.  Though much may be 

done by careful organization and strict discipline and good generalship to 

make the best of the few troops we have, there is nothing that can so re-

store confidence and courage as the actual presence of a beloved King, to 

whom every heart beats warm in loyalty and devotion. 

 

The missionary appeal must go deeper and seek to deal with the very root 

of the evil.  If there is no desire for soul-winning at home, how can the 

interest in the distant un-evangelized be truly deep or spiritual?  There 

may be many motives to which we appeal effectively in asking for sup-

The 1900 Missionary Conference 
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plies of men and money ï the compassion of a 

common humanity, the alleviation of the evils of 

pagan people, the elevation of fellow-human be-

ings in the scale of human life, the claims of our 

church or society.  But the true and highest motive 

is the only one that will really call forth the spiri-

tual power of the Church, for the work to be done. 

  

If the missionary appeal to this generation to bring 

the gospel to every person is to be successful, the 

Church will have to gird itself for the work in a 

very different way from what it has been do-

ing.  The most serious question the Church has to face just now ï in 

fact, the only real difficulty of the missionary problem ï is how she is 

to be awakened as a whole to the greatness and glory of the task en-

trusted to her and led to engage in it with all her heart and 

strength.  The only answer to that question ï the key to the whole 

situation ï appears to be the simple truth:  The missionary problem is 

a personal one.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the Author and Leader of 

Missions.  Whoever stands right with Him, and abides in Him, will be 

ready to know and do His will.  It is simply a matter of being near 

enough to Him to hear His voice, and so devoted to Him and His love as 

to be ready to do all His will.  Christôs whole relation to each of us is an 

intensely personal one.  He loves me and gave Himself for me.  My rela-

tion to Him is an entirely personal one.  He gave Himself a ransom for 

me, and I am His, to live for Him and His glory.  He has breathed His love 

into my heart, and I love Him.  He tells me that, 

as a member of His Body, He needs me for His 

service, and in love I gladly yield myself to 

Him.  He wants nothing more than that I should 

tell this to others, prove to them how He loves, 

how He enables us to love, and how blessed is a 

life in His love. 

 

The personal element of the missionary problem 

must be put in the foreground.  Every missionary 

sermon or meeting must give the love of Christ 

the first place.  If Christians are in a low, cold, 

worldly state, the first object must be to wait 
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on God in prayer and faith for His Holy Spirit to lead them to a true 

devotion to Jesus Christ.  Will that be an apparent loss of time in not 

beginning at once with the ordinary missionary information and 

pleas?  Ah, no ï it will soon be made up.  Weak believers, who are glad to 

hear and give, must be lifted to the consciousness of the wonderful spiri-

tual privilege of offering themselves to Christ to live for His king-

dom.  They must be encouraged to believe that the Lord who loves them, 

greatly prizes their love, and will enable them to bring it to Him.  They 

must learn that Christôs dying love asks for whole-hearted devotion, and 

that the more they sacrifice, the more will that love possess them.  As 

definitely as we labour to secure the interest and the gifts of each individ-

ual, even more so must we labour to bring each one into contact with 

Christ Himself. 

 

At first it may appear as if we are aiming too high.  In many congregations 

the response may be very weak.  Let the pastor give himself to study the 

missionary problem in this light.  Let him put it to his people, clearly and 

perseveringly: You have been redeemed to be the witnesses and mes-

sengers of Christôs love.  To fit you for it, His love has been given you, 

and shed abroad in your heart.  As He loves you, He loves the whole 

world.  He wants those who know it to tell those who donôt know 

it.  His love to you and to them, your love to Him and to them, call 

you to do it.  It is your highest privilege; it will be your highest happi-

ness and perfection.  As Christ gave Himself, give yourself wholly to 

this work of love.ò 
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God calls each one of us personallyð ñCome!ò 
 

Then He commands each one of us personallyð ñGo!ò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each one of us need to respond, personallyðñHere am I, Lord, Iôll go 

and do Your will!ò 

 

In ñRising to the Call,ò Os Guiness says ñCalling is the truth that God 

calls us to himself so decisively that everything we are, everything we 

do, and everything we have is invested with a special devotion and 

dynamism lived out as a response to his summons and service.ò 

 

We read in Mark 3:13-14, ñAnd He went up on the hillside and called to 

Him ...those whom He wanted and chose, and they came to Him. And He 

appointed twelve to continue to be with Him, and that He might send 

them out éò 
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So Send I You 

So send I you to labor unrewarded, 

To serve unpaid, unloved, unsought, unknown, 

To bear rebuke, to suffer scorn and scoffing, 

So send I you to toil for me alone. 

 

So send I you ð to loneliness and longing, 

With heart a-hungering for the loved and known; 

Forsaking home and kindred, friend and dear one, 

So send I you ð to know my love alone. 
 

So send I you ð to leave your lifeôs ambitions, 

To die to dear desire, self-will resign, 

To labor long and love where men revile you, 

So send I you ð to lose your life in mine. 

 
Margaret Clarkson experienced loneli-

ness of every kind ð mental, cultural, 

and spiritual ð as she began teaching at 

a logging camp during the depths of The 

Great Depression in northern Ontario, 

Canada. She wrote these words of pain 

and suffering. 

 

However years later she would see the 

ñone-sidednessò of this hymn and com-

pose a newer version ð one that re-

flected her growth and rest in Christ. 

 

 

So send I you ð by grace made strong 

To triumph oôer hosts of hell, 

Oôer darkness, death and sin 

My name to bear, and in that name to conquer 

So send I you, my victory to win. 
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Vulnerable but Victorious  

Weak but Winning  
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST! 
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...like lambs  
in the midst of wolves!  

 
When God sends us into His harvest, it is ñlike lambs into the midst of 

wolvesò (Luke 10:3)é This means primarily that we go in His attitude 

(since He is ñthe Lamb of Godò).  It also means that we go in His way, 

that we go in humility, in gentleness, in vulnerability, in dependence 

upon the Shepherd, in non-aggression, in a self-sacrificial way, in being 

willing to quietly, humbly lay down our livesé 

 

While it is equally true that a worker of God (in His harvest) works hard, 

and endures, and perseveres, and bravely fights against the flesh and 

temptations, and does not give in to passivity, ...and does aggressive, un-

compromising spiritual warfare against the powers of darkness, ...his or 

her primary characteristic is that of Christôs humility.  

 

One of Godôs servants put it as follows: ñNow the Saviour's eye pene-

trates the future; He beholds the broader fields in which, after His death, 

the disciples are to be witnesses for Him. ...He shows His followers the 

conflicts they must meet; He reveals the character and plan of the battle. 

He lays open before them the perils they must encounter, the self-denial 

that will be required. He desires them to count the cost, that they may not 

be taken unawares by the enemy. Their warfare is not to be waged against 

flesh and blood, but óagainst the principalities, against the powers, against 

the world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual hosts of wickedness 

in the heavenly places.ô Ephesians 6:12, R.V. They are to contend with 

supernatural forces, but they are assured of supernatural help. All the in-

telligences of heaven are in this army. And more than angels are in the 

ranks. The Holy Spirit, the representative of the Captain of the Lord's 

host, comes down to direct the battle. Our infirmities may be many, our 

sins and mistakes grievous; but the grace of God is for all who seek it with 

contrition. The power of Omnipotence is enlisted in behalf of those who 

trust in God.  
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óBehold,ô said Jesus, óI send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves...ô 

Christ Himself did not suppress one word of truth, but He spoke it always 

in love. He exercised the greatest tact, and thoughtful, kind attention in 

His intercourse with the people. He was 

never rude, never needlessly spoke a 

severe word, never gave needless pain to 

a sensitive soul. He did not censure hu-

man weakness. He fearlessly denounced 

hypocrisy, unbelief, and iniquity, but 

tears were in His voice as He uttered His scathing rebukes. He wept over 

Jerusalem, the city He loved, that refused to receive Him, the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life. They rejected Him, the Saviour, but He regarded them 

with pitying tenderness, and sorrow so deep that it broke His heart. Every 

soul was precious in His eyes. While He always bore Himself with divine 

dignity, He bowed with tenderest regard to every member of the family of 

God. In all men He saw fallen souls whom it was His mission to save. 

 

The servants of Christ are not to act out the dictates of the natural heart. 

They need to have close communion with God, lest, under provocation, 

self rise up, and they pour forth a torrent of words that are unbefitting, that 

are not as dew or the still showers that refresh the withering plants. This is 

what Satan wants them to do; for these are his methods. It is the dragon 

that is wroth; it is the spirit of Satan that is revealed in anger and accusing. 

But God's servants are to be representatives of Him. He desires them to 

deal only in the currency of heaven, the truth that bears His own image 

and superscription. The power by which they are to overcome evil is the 

power of Christ. The glory of Christ is their strength. They are to fix their 

eyes upon His loveliness. Then they can present the gospel with divine 

tact and gentleness. And the spirit that is kept gentle under provocation 

will speak more effectively in favour of the truth than will any argument, 

however forcible. 

 

Those who are brought in controversy with the enemies of truth have to 

meet, not only men, but Satan and his agents. Let them remember the Sav-

iour's words, óBehold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.ô Luke 

10:3. Let them rest in the love of God, and the spirit will be kept calm, 

even under personal abuse. The Lord will clothe them with a divine pano-

ply. His Holy Spirit will influence the mind and heart, so that their voices 

shall not catch the notes of the baying of the wolves.ò  
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This teaches us clearly that the Lord does 

not send us out as big ñheroes,ò but rather 

as humble ñlambsòé  

 

David Bosch (1929-1992) was such a man.  

He served God as a missionary amongst the 

Xhosa people in rural South Africa for 

many years.  He   wrote (amongst others) 

two most amazing books on missions, 

called ñTransforming Missionò and ñA 

Spirituality of the Road.ò  Some think that 

he was martyred for Christ. In the last-

mentioned book he talks about what it 

means to be like a ñlambò among wolves, 

referring to Paulôs ministry and letter to the 

Corinthians.  He said: 

 

 

The Courage to be Weak 
 

2 Cor. 4:1-18; 5:11-17; 6:1-10: 12:6-10 

 

In Paulôs second letter to the Corinthians a 

number of key concepts recur surprisingly 

often and with which the apostle character-

izes his ministry and himself.  The most 

important ones are: weakness, ministry or 

service, suffering, and affliction.  They 

are all, in one way or another, synonyms.  

But then there are some other key concepts 

set off against those and used equally fre-

quently by Paul in this letter ï concepts 

such as power, joy, and boasting.  On the 

letter to the Philippians has more references 

to joy than this one, whereas boasting and 

its related forms occur more times in 2 Co-

rinthians than in Romans, Galatians, Philip-

pians and 1 Corinthians taken together. 
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In this last chapter I intend to take a closer look at these two seemingly 

contradicting sets of concepts, asking ourselves what bearing they have on 

missionary spirituality. 

 

No one has emphasized the weakness and the fragility of the mission-

ary as clearly as Paul did in this letter.  Nowhere has the disproportion 

between the magnitude of the missionaryôs task and goal and the flimsi-

ness of his equipment been underlined more clearly.  True mission is the 

weakest and least impressive human activity imaginable, the very an-

tithesis of a theology of glory. 

 

The important point to recognize here is that all this is so, not by accident 

but by definition.  It is a necessary precondition for any authentic mission.  

In this Paul follows his Master.  Jos¯ Comblin stated it well: ñHe (Jesus) 

did not try to impress (people) with power.  The typical messianism of his 

day was quite alien to him, and the supreme sign he gave to people was 

his own death.  It was a visible manifestation of his complete inability to 

convince and dominate people by arguments based on the trappings of 

human cultures and human civilizations.ò  Jesus was no Messiah in the 

popular sense, and in the final analysis this was the reason for His cruci-

fixion. 

 

The same issue of messianism was at stake in the controversy between 

Paul and his opponents in Corinth.  He brings this out in a remarkable way 

in 2 Corinthians 6:8-10.  ...it is normal for Paulôs apostleship to be carried 

on under these conditions: being unknown, dying, disciplined, in sor-

row and poverty are the true marks of an apostle.  Weakness is an 

authentic characteristic of the apostolic ministry.  Without the weak-

ness which his opponents deride, there can be no real apostolic ministry 

and no true proclamation of Christ.  The church is not made up of spiri-

tual giants; only broken men can lead others to the cross.  It is on men 

like Peter that Jesus builds His church.  The possibility of change and con-

version is based on humans being vulnerable; it does not, however, in-

volve the vulnerability only of the one whom we would like to convert but 

also our own vulnerability as missionaries.  Jesus revealed what sin is 

only because He Himself had been vulnerable; had He opted for invulner-

ability the true nature of sin would have remained hidden. 

 

When we realize that Christians are weak, we usually react in one of 
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two ways.  I use my weakness as an excuse or I reject it and demand 

strength.  If I use weakness as an excuse I am not to blame for what is 

happening.  God has caused me to be as weak as I am, therefore He is to 

be blamed if things go wrong.  In fact, arguing this way, our weakness 

does not only become an excuse but a virtue.  We are grateful for being 

weak because this relieves us of all responsibility; we may relax with a 

clear conscience. 

 

The other human reaction is to reject the road of weakness and demand 

strength and power from God.  One the disciples of Jesus arrived at a Sa-

maritan village to make arrangements for Jesus and their friends to spend 

the night there.  But, as Luke tells us, ñThe villagers would not have him 

because he was making for Jerusalemò (Luke 9:53).  When James and 

John saw this they were furious and said to Jesus, ñLord, may we call 

down fire from heaven to burn them up?ò (v. 54).  They were unable to 

accept weakness as a true concomitant to discipleship.  ñLord, give us 

strength, power!ò they said. 

 

Paul had a similar problem of which he tells us in 2 Corinthians 12.  He 

takes his mask off and reveals his humanness.  His readers can identify 

with him, for he does not try to put up a show.  We do not know what the 

ñthorn in the fleshò (v. 7) really was.  But we do know that, for a long 

time, Paul was unable to reconcile himself to it.  He regarded it as 

ñSatanôs messengerò who had come to bruise him.  So he thought he had 

every reason to beg the Lord to rid him of it.  After all, the Lord has prom-

ised us victory over Satan! 

 

It took Paul a long time to realize what this was all about.  And here, in 

chapter 12, he puts it into words.  He has, at long last, discovered that he 

needed the thorn in the flesh, even if it were Satanôs messenger!  It would 

save him from being unduly elated (v.7)!  It would prevent him from fal-

ling into the same trap into which his opponents had fallen.  So now he 

has reached the point where he can accept Godôs ruling: ñMy grace is 

all you need; power comes to its full strength in weaknessò (v. 9). 

 

I believe that every one of us needs and in fact has his or her own 

ñthorn in the flesh.ò  This could easily become such a form of maso-

chism that we become so preoccupied with this ñthornò that our whole 

ministry becomes paralyzed.  Unfortunately, this is exactly what happens 
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to some missionaries. 

 

Paul, on the contrary, lets the whole matter rest, not wasting more time on 

it.  He has accepted Godôs ruling.  More than that, he has turned this enor-

mous liability into an asset!  For we hear him saying, ñIé prefer to find 

my joy and pride in the very things that are my weaknessò (v. 9).  Instead 

of harassing God any further to remove the ñthorn,ò he will boast about it. 

 

These are the inescapable paradoxes of the Christian faith.  Just as, in 

Jesus, the paradox of heavenly glory and the cross coexist, the para-

doxes of power and weakness and of life and death coexist in the min-

istry and faith of the apostle.  This enables Paul to say to the Corin-

thians, ñfor when I am weak, then I am strongò (12:10), an expression 

which Ernst Fuchs rightly refers to as ñthe most famous paradox in the 

entire New Testament.ò  As Jesus died on the cross in weakness, yet now 

lives by the power of God, ñwe who share his weakness shall by the 

power of God live with him in your serviceò (13:14).  Hence Paul is 

ñwell content, for Christôs sake, with weakness, contempt, persecution, 

hardship, and frustrationò (12:10). 

 

Apostolic ministry is always arduous and done in feebleness, a world 

where the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.  That which 

his opponents reject is precisely what Paul chooses to be the centre of 

his message and his life: weakness, affliction, and self-denial. 

 

The difference between Paul and his opponents, we have said, lies in 

the cross.  Apostolic theology, says Kosuke Koyama, must be stigmatized 

theology.  He compares the hands of the Crucified with those of Lenin and 

of the Buddha.  If Jesusô hands were closed tight like Leninôs, theology 

would become ideology.  If his hands were open, very much open, with 

symbolic webs between the fingers so as to be able to scoop up every-

body, like the hands of the Buddha, theology would lose its quality of be-

ing a stumbling-block.  But now his hands are neither open, nor closed; 

they are defenceless, and pierced through. 

 

Will the world believe unless they can recognize the marks of the 

cross on us? 

 

On the basis of the centrality of the cross Paulôs ministry is character-
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ized by modesty.  Such modesty does not, however, in any way exclude 

conviction, which is a difficult lesson for us missionaries to learn.  We 

seem to think that modesty, non-aggression, being considerate and toler-

ant in our ministry imply a degree of haziness and even indulgence on 

our part.  Conversely, if we believe that we can only proclaim the gospel 

on the basis of a clear conviction that it is the only saving message, we 

tend to go about in an arrogant and uncompromising way, even to the 

point of imposing ourselves and our message upon others. 

 

In 2 Corinthians Paul shows us a third way.  Although going about in 

a humble, modest, and unassuming way, he leaves no doubt about his 

conviction that the message he proclaims involves a matter of life and 

death.  This conviction becomes clear in the passage where he likens him-

self and his fellow workers to ñincense offered by Christ to God.ò  He re-

veals the effect the fragrance of that incense has on those who are on the 

way to salvation, as well as on those who are on the way to perdition: ñto 

the latter it is a deadly fume that kills, to the former a vital fragrance that 

brings life: (2:16).  The apostolic ministry, however modest and weak, 

does not remain without effect.  Nobody remains neutral; salvation 

itself is at stake here. 
 

It is as true of the modern missionary, as it has always been of all the gen-

erations of missionaries since Paul, that we will not be able to cope with 

frustrations, disappointments, disillusionment, and shock unless we 

know that we belong where we are, and are able to draw courage 

from that knowledge.  In Troas Paul had a vision of a Macedonian ap-

pealing to him and saying, ñCome across to Macedonia and help usò (Acts 

16:10).  Yet upon arrival in Philippi, no country orchestra or reception 

committee greeted him, rather a whip, and a cell in the local prison.  Yet 

he persevered, with joy, for he knew: ñThis is where I belong!ò 
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òOf all plans for ensuring success,  

the most certain is Christ's own -  

becoming a corn of wheat, 

falling into the ground  

and dying.ó 

 

Thomas Ragland 
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Workers of God 
 

 

 

Those of us who have lifted our eye, seen the harvest, heard Godôs call 

and command, ...and have prayed and obeyed to GO into His harvest, 

have become ñworkers of Godò!  This is an amazing privilege!  With T.T 

Lynch (1818-1871) we say: 
 

Dismiss me not Thy service, Lord, 

     But train me for Thy will;  

For even I in fields so broad 

     Some duties may fulfil; 

And I will ask for no reward,  

     Except to serve Thee still. 
 

How many serve, how many more 

     May to the service come; 

To tend the vines, the grapes to store, 

     Thou dost appoint for some; 

Thou hast Thy young men at the war, 

     Thy little ones at home. 
 

All works are good, and each is best 

     As most it pleases Thee; 

Each worker pleases, when the rest 

     He serves in charity; 

And neither man nor work unblest 

     Wilt Thou permit to be. 
 

Our Master all the work hath done 

     He asks of us today; 

Sharing his service, every one 

     Share too His Sonship may: 

Lord, I would serve and be a son; 

     Dismiss me not, I pray. 



72 

Helen H. Jackson (1830-1885) had a burning desire and 

prayer to serve the Lord and to be a worker of God to her 

dying day.  She wrote what is called ñA Last Prayer,ò 

expressing that desire as follows: 

 

Father, I scarcely dare to pray, 

   So clear I see, now it is done, 

How I have wasted half my day, 

   And left my work but just begun. 

 

So clear I see that things I thought 

   Were right or harmless were a sin; 

So clear I see that I have sought, 

   Unconscious, selfish aims to win. 

 

So clear I see that I have hurt 

   The souls I might have helped to save; 

That I have slothful been, inert, 

   Deaf to the calls Thy leaders gave. 

 

In outskirts of Thy kingdoms vast 

   Father, the humblest spot give me; 

Set me the lowliest task Thou hast, 

   Let me repentant work for Thee. 

 

According to the Word of God, if anyone cleanses himself, he will be a 

vessel fit for use by the Lord, ready for any good work (2 Tim 2:21). 

 

In ñThe Normal Christian Workerò Watchman Nee says that ña workerôs 

character must be suited to the character of the workéò  He says a worker 

of God should be diligent, stable, a lover of men, a good listener, re-

strained in speech, not subjective, one who disciplines his body, having a 

mind to suffer, faithful in money matters, and loyal to the truthé 

 

Charles Spurgeon and A.B Simpson also spoke very ably about (1) the 

kind of workers God wants, (2) the attitude and spirit in which He wants 

them to work, (3) what it means to be co-workers with God, and (4) what 

it means to be spiritual farm workers with God.  These truths from their 

writings are shared in the following pages. 
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We start with Charles Spurgeon.  In his book ñCounsel for Christian 

Workers,ò he writes about  

 

 

The Kind of Workers God wants.   
 

 

He says: ñWhat kind of men does the Master mean to use?   

 

They must be labourers. 

 

The man who does not make hard work of his ministry will find it 

very hard work to answer for his idleness at the last great day.  A gen-

tleman who wants an easy life should never think of occupying the Chris-

tian pulpit, he is out of place there, and when he gets there the only advice 

I can give him is to get out of it as soon as possible; and if he will not 

leave the position voluntarily, I call to mind the language of Jehu concern-

ing Jezebel, óFling her down,ô and think the advice applicable to a lazy 

minister.  An idler has no right in the pulpit.  He is an instrument of 

Satan in damning the souls of men.  The ministry demands brain la-
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bour; the preacher must throw his thought into his 

teaching, and read and study to keep his mind in 

good trim.  He must not weary the people by telling 

them the truth in a stale, unprofitable manner, with 

nothing fresh from his own soul to give force to it.  

Above all, he must put heart work into his preach-

ing. 

 

He must feel what he preaches: it must never be 

with him an easy thing to deliver a sermon, he 

must feel as if he could preach his very life away 

ere the sermon is done.  There must be soul work in it, the entire man 

must be stirred up to effort, the whole nature that God has endowed him 

with must be concentrated with all its vigour upon the work in hand.  Such 

men we want.  To stand and drone out a sermon in a kind of articulate 

snoring to a people who are somewhere between awake and asleep must 

be wretched work.  I wonder what kind of excuse will be given by some 

men at last for having habitually done this.  To promulgate a dry creed, 

and go over certain doctrines, and expound and enforce them logically, 

but never to deal with meanôs consciences, never to upbraid them for their 

sins, never to tell them of their danger, never to invite them to a Saviour 

with tears and entreaties!  What a powerless work is this!  What will be-

come of such preachers?  God have mercy upon them!  We want labour-

ers, not loiterers.  We need men on fire, and I beseech you ask God to 

send them.  The harvest never can be reaped by men who will not la-

bour; they must off with their coats and go at it in their shirtsleeves; I 

mean they must doff their dignities and get to Christôs work as if they 

meant it, like real harvest men.  They must 

sweat at their work, for nothing in the harvest 

field can be done without the sweat of the face, 

nor in the pulpit without the sweat of the soul. 

 

But what kind of labourers are required?   

 

They must be men who will go down into the 

wheat.  You cannot reap wheat by standing a 

dozen yards off and beckoning to it: you must go 

up close to the standing stalks; every reaper 

knows that.  And you cannot move peopleôs 

 

The  
ministry 
demands 

brain  
labour!  

 

The preacher  
...must put 
heart work 

into his 
preaching!  
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hearts, and bring men to Christ, by imagining yourself to be a superior 

being who condescends wonderfully when he shakes hands with a poor 

man.  There is a very genteel order of preaching which is as ridiculous as 

reaping with a ladyôs ivory-handled pocket knife, with kid gloves on; and 

I do not believe in Godôs ever blessing it.  Get among the wheat, like 

men in earnest!  Godôs servants ought to feel that they are one with 

the people; whoever they are they should love them, claim kinship 

with them, feel glad to see them, and look them in the face and say, 

Brother .  Every man is a brother of mine; he may be 

a very bad one, but for all that I love him, and long to 

bring him to Jesus.  Christôs reapers must get among 

the wheat. 

 

Now, see what the labourer brings with him.  It is 

a sickle.  His communications with the corn are sharp 

and cutting.  He cuts right through, cuts the corn 

down, and casts it on the ground.  The man whom 

God means to be a labourer in his harvest must not 

come with soft and delicate words, and flattering doc-

trines concerning the dignity of human nature, and the excellence of self-

help, and of earnest endeavours to rectify our lapsed condition, and the 

like.  Such mealy-mouthedness may God curse, for it is the curse of this 

age.  The honest preacher calls a sin a sin, and a spade a spade, and 

says to men, óYou are ruining yourselves; while you reject Christ you 

are living on the borders of hell, and ere long you will be lost to all eter-

nity.  There shall be no mincing the matter, you must escape from the 

wrath to come by faith in Jesus, or be driven forever from Godôs presence, 

and from all hope of joy.ô  The preacher must make his sermons cut.  

He is not to file off the edge of his scythe for fear it should hurt some-

body.  The gospel is intended to wound the conscience, and to go right 

through the heart, with the design of separating the soul from sin and 

self, as the corn is divided from the soil.  Our object is to cut the sin-

ner right down, for all the comeliness of the flesh must be slain, all his 

glory, all his excellence must be withered, and the man must be as one 

dead ere he can be saved.  Ministers who do not aim to cut deep are not 

worth their salt.  God never sent the man who never troubles menôs con-

sciences.  Such a man may be an ass treading down the corn, but a reaper 

he certainly is not.  We want faithful ministers; pray God to send them. 

 

 

Get among 
the wheat, 
like men 

in earnest!  
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But then a labourer has only begun when he cuts the corn: much more is 

wanted.  As he cuts, he lets the corn fall on to his arm, and then he lays it 

along in rows, but afterwards he binds it together and makes it into bun-

dles that it may be ingathered.  So the labourer whom God sends into the 

field must be a gathering labourer; he must be one who brings Godôs 

people together, who comforts those that mourn, and picks up from the 

earth those who were cut down by the sharp sickle of conviction.  He 

must bind the saints together, edifying them in their most holy faith. 

 

Remember also that the labourerôs work is never done in harvest time till 

he sees the corn housed ï until it is made into a stack or put into a barn, 

his toil is not over; and the Christian minister, if God has truly 

anointed him to his work, never leaves caring for souls till they get to 

heaven.  He is like Mr. Greatheart, with Christiana and Mercy and the 

children; he goes with them from the City of Destruction, right up to the 

river Jordan; and if he could he would go through the river with them.  It 

is his business to march in front with his shield to meet the dragons and 

giants with his sword, and protect the little ones.  It is his to be tender to 

them as a shepherd with the lambs and a nurse with her children, for he 
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longs to present them at the last to his Master and say, óHere am I, and the 

children that thou hast given me.ô 

 

We are to pray to the Lord, for it is the Lordôs business.  Only the 

Lord can send us the right men.  He has a right to send whom he 

pleases, for it is his own harvest, and a man may employ whom he wills in 

his own field.  It would be all in vain to appeal to anybody else.  It is of no 

use to appeal to bishops to find us labourers.  God alone has the making of 

ministers, and the raising up of true workers, and therefore the petition 

must be addressed to him.  óPray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest.ô  

The Lordôs prayer, in its first three petitions, contains this prayer: óOur 

Father which are in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, in earth, as it is in heaven.ô   Does not that mean, óLord, 

send forth men who may teach this world to hallow Thy name, that they 

through Thy Spiritôs power may be the means of making Thy kingdom 

come, and causing Thy will to be done in earth as it is in heaven.ô  We 

ought to pray continually to the great Lord of the harvest for a supply of 

earnest labourers. 

 

And do you notice the expression used here, óthat he would send forth 

labourersô?  Now, the Greek is much more forcible, it is that he would 

push them forward, and thrust them out; it is the same word which is 

used for the expulsion of a devil from a man possessed.  It takes great 

power to drive a devil out, it will need equal power from God to drive a 

minister out to his work.  I always say to young fellows who consult me 

about the ministry, óDonôt be a minister if you can help it;ô because, if the 

man can help it, God never called him, but if he cannot help it, and he 

must preach or die, then he is the man.  May the Lord push men out, 

thrust them out, drive them out, and compel them to preach the gos-

pel; for unless they preach by a divine compulsion, there will be no 

spiritual compulsion in their ministry upon the hearts of others.  

óPray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would thrust out la-

bourers into his harvest.ôéò 
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We look next at something written by A.B. Simpson, 

who was (though God) the founder of The Christian and 

Missionary Alliance movement.  In ñThe Challenge of 

Missionsò he describes the workers of God as men and 

women who have a spirit of solemn responsibility, a 

spirit of independence and self-sacrifice, a spirit of ad-

justment, adaption and single-hearted love for souls, 

...and who exhibit a willing response.  It reads as fol-

lows:  

 

The Attitude and Spirit of Workers of God 
 

 

ñ1. It is a spirit of solemn responsibility. óNecessity is laid on me, yea, 

woe be unto me if I preach not the Gospel.ô  This great trust of missions is 

not an optional matter. It is an imperative obligation, and to neglect it is to 

bring upon us a dreadful woe. This alone is the true starting point for 

every missionary appeal. God is not addressing the sympathy and com-

passion of His people chiefly, but their consciences. The obligation to 

give the Gospel to the heathen world in the present generation is abso-

lute and irresistible. Every Christian owes it as a debt of common honesty 

that he shall give at least to one of the present generation of Christ-less 

men and women one chance for eternal life. The woe Paul felt may not be 

felt by you, but it is none the less real. It is a very awful thing to neglect 

this trust and you cannot do it without bringing upon yourselves the dis-

pleasure and judgment of God. Multitudes have suffered that woe without 

knowing its cause. This is why perhaps your work has not been pros-

pered, your children have not been saved, your church has not been 

blessed, your life has been a disappointment, because your hand is 

stained with the blood of souls and your ears are deaf to the cry of the 

perishing and the last commandment of your Lord. 

 

2. A Willing Response. óIf I do this thing willingly, I have a reward, but 

if not, necessity is laid upon me, yea, woe is unto me if I preach not the 

gospel.ô The obligation was the same whether he accepted it or not, but he 

joyfully accepted it and willingly gave up his life to fulfil a sacred trust. 

God counts duty doubly done when it is seconded by love. While He bids 

us to go He waits for us to volunteer. He loves the services of devoted 

hearts and surrendered hands. Shall He have our willing offerings, our 
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yielded lives and our glad response, óHere am I, 

send me,ô óLo, I come to do Thy will, O Godô? 

 

3. A Spirit of Independence and Self-Sacrifice. 

Not only did Paul willingly respond to this call 

and take up this trust, but he went farther. He 

asked the privilege, as the highest proof of his 

love, to do it without charge and in a spirit of 

complete self-sacrifice. In the mere preaching of 

the Gospel he says there is no glory and no place 

for special reward. That is merely duty. If there 

is to be any glory there must be suffering, self-

denial and sacrifice. Therefore, he asked the 

privilege of sacrificing that regular support to which he was entitled as a 

minister of the Gospel, and giving his whole life in unrequited labour at 

his own charges for God and men. In this he throws no reflection upon 

missionaries who accept the support of their brethren. Indeed, he argues 

for their right to such support. But as a matter of personal liberty he 

claims permission for himself to stand on a higher plane and to labour 

without earthly recompense. This may not be literally possible in all our 

lives, but surely it may represent any other form of sacrifice which we 

choose to gladly offer to the Lord. The Lord does not want it if it is not 

freely offered. It is no sin for you to enjoy in a moderate way the comfort 

and even luxuries which God may have given you in your station. You are 

the steward of your own means and He leaves you free to use them as you 

choose. But if God puts in your heart a love so great that it is a joy to 

give up comfort, ease and luxury and to endure toil, privation and even 

poverty, or at least to stoop to the simple necessities of life, that you may 

have more to give to send others unto the heathen fields, it is a very 

beautiful and acceptable offering and it will bring a distinct and eternal 

reward. Salvation is Godôs free gift, but glory is the reward of sacrifice 

and suffering. And so God gives opportunities for these higher planes of 

sacrificial service and only accepts them when the heart of His servants is 

constrained by the love that considers it a luxury to count all things but 

loss for Christ. Abrahamôs sacrifice on Mount Moriah was dear to God 

because it meant the giving up of all, and He forever signalized that spot. 

The poor widowôs mite won the public and loving recognition of Jesus 

because it had in it this element of sacrifice and was her all. Maryôs bro-

ken vase of precious ointment had something in it of infinitely more value 
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than its intrinsic worth. It was coloured by the crimson touch of sacrificial 

love. And so God is waiting today not only for the tithes, but for the of-

ferings. The tithes represent the standard of duty, but the offering the 

overflow of love. 

 

4. It is the spirit of adjustment, adaption and single-hearted love for 

souls. óFor though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant 

unto all, that I might gain the more. And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, 

that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the 

law, that I might gain them that are under the law; to them that are without 

the law, as without law (being not without law to God, but under the law 

to Christ), that I might gain them that are without law. To the weak be-

came I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all 

men, that I might by all means save some.ô We see here a spirit so pos-

sessed with one supreme object to gain men for Christ that it sweeps 

over every other consideration in its overmastering purpose of love. If it 

can better reach the slaves of Jamaica by stooping 

to their level, it leads the early missionaries of Ja-

maica to become slaves that it may win them. If it 

can better reach China by wearing Chinese dress 

and living in Chinese houses, it gives up the cus-

toms and comforts of civilization that it may gain 

some. If it can awaken confidence by eating Ti-

betan food, as one of our missionaries lately told 

us, it claims a miracle of grace and digestion and 

swallows the whole mixture with a smile of trium-

phant love. ...It goes with Livingstone to the hearts 

and homes of degraded Africa; with Paton and 

Hunt to the cannibals of Tana and Fiji. Or if the 

door must be slowly opened, the worker must 

learn to wait as well as work, it sits down with Morrison in a factory in 

Canton, or with Carey at a printing press at Serampore, until the walls of 

Jericho fall down. It does not stand for mere doctrinal creeds, or church 

forms. It does not waste its strength in planting a dozen denominational 

churches in every little town while whole nations are without a single 

missionary. But it counts the minor questions nothing compared with 

the sending of the Gospel and the saving of the lost. And here in the 

homeland it has that holy tact that seeks to make all classes, all ages, all 

activities bend toward the one great business of evangelizing the world.ò 
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(Mainly) from ñMissionary Idealsò by Thomas Walker 

 

ñThere is nothing in the world worth living for but doing good and 

finishing Godôs work - doing the work that Christ didò  

David Brainerd 

 

ñThe evangelization of the heathen worldé 

is a desperate struggle with the prince of darkness,  

and with everything his rage can stir up  

in the shape of obstacles, vexations, oppositions, and hatred,  

whether by circumstances or by the hand of man.ò  

Francois Coillard 

 

ñI know that I have opportunities of usefulness at home; neverthe-

less, in heathen lands there is gross darkness and scarcely any gleam 

of light.ò                                                                       Thomas Ragland 

 

ñChina is not to be won for Christ by self-seeking,  

ease-loving men and women.   

Those not prepared for labour, self-denial, and many discouragements 

 will be poor helpers in the work.   

In short, the men and women we need are those who will  

put Jesus, China and souls first and foremost in everything  

and at all times.ò  

Hudson Taylor 

 

ñôAgoniaô- that word so often on St Paulôs lips, what did it mean? Did 

it not just mean the thousand wearinessesé and deeper, the strivings, 

the travailings, the bitter disappointments, the ódeaths oftô of a mis-

sionaryôs life?ò                                                                 Robert Stewart 

 

ñI have but one candle of life to burn, and would rather burn it out  

where people are dying in darkness than in a land which is flooded 

with lightsò                                                        Anonymous Missionary 

 

ñIf we have a further end in view,  

we do not pay sufficient attention to the immediate present;  

if we realize that OBEDIENCE IS THE END,  

then each moment as it comes is precious.ò  

Oswald Chambers 
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Weôll now look at what it means to be a co-worker with God in His har-

vest field.  We read in 1 Corinthians 3:9 that "we are laborers together 

with God".  This is an amazing and fearful and wonderful privilege. In his 

book, ñService for the King,ò A.B. Simpson comments on this verse.  He 

does it under the chapter-title of  

 

Partnership with God 
 

 

ñéOur work for God is a great partnership. óWe are laborers to-

gether with God.ô When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He always declared 

that His work was done in partnership with His Father. óMy Father 

worketh hitherto, and I work.ô óThe Father that dwelleth in Me He doeth 

the works.ô And He taught His disciples that their work must be in similar 

partnership with Him. óHe that believeth in Me the works that I do shall 

he do also.ô And when He left them, Mark gives us this last picture of His 

ascension: óHe was received up to heaven and sat on the right hand of God 

and they went forth and preached everywhere, the Lord working with 
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them, and confirming the word with signs following.ô 

 

Let us look at the two sides of this partnership: 

 

I. HIS PART  

 

1. He pays our debts and establishes our credit. He finds the firm insol-

vent and ruined, and not only so, but also criminal. And He pays all the 

old obligations and puts all His own credit to its account, making our 

standing as good as His own, even in the sight of God.é 

 

2. He supplies all the resources and capital of the business. He does not 

send us, like Pharaohôs taskmasters, to work without materials, but He 

invests all the resources that we need, Himself. He does not even limit our 

capital, but says to us, óGod is able to make all grace abound to you; so 

that ye always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound unto every 

good work.ô We often see after the titles of business corporations the word 

óLimited.ô But there is no such condition upon our incorporation in the 

service of God. It is all grace, always, with all-sufficiency in all things, 

and unto every good work. Our service is not to be measured, therefore, 

by our natural talents, our narrow sphere, or any condition. We can draw 

of Him to any extent for His work.é 

 

3. He entrusts to us the chief work of His kingdom. He does not do it 

Himself and leave us simply to gather up the fragments, but He Himself 

does all that is difficult and trying, and leaves to us the joy of harvest. 

Down into the wild wilderness He came and cleaned the ground and pre-

pared the soil with toil and pain; and then to us He left the delightful task 

of rearing the fruits and harvest of His husbandry. He 

is the strong vine, sending out its roots into the deep 

places of strength and life and supporting all the 

branches, but to us, the branches, He gives the joy 

and riches of bearing the fruit. He spent thirty-three 

years amid the shame and toil of the workshop, the 

judgment hall and the cross, and when it was over He 

had less than a thousand followers in all the world. 

And to His disciples He gave thousands of souls in 

the first month after His ascension. óGreater works 

than these shall they do,ô He says, óbecause I go to 
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My Father.ô To us He has given these greater works. Angels would be 

glad to do them, but mortals are privileged instead.  

 

4. He prepares the workers. All true workers must be prepared. And the 

learning of a valuable business or art is no small advantage in secular af-

fairs. For His service our Master Himself prepares His workers. óWe are 

His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.ô We are made 

with a special view to this very thing, that we may be adapted to good 

works. Adaptation is necessary in everything. Without it the fish is lost on 

the land and the fowl in the sea and the quadruped in the air. Each has its 

natural element and action, and this is easy and spontaneous. The organ is 

adapted for music, and the orange tree for fruit bearing, and the rose for 

sweet perfume. To try to make a rose grow oranges, and an organ act as a 

locomotive, would be foolish and idle business. And so, to expect an un-

regenerate soul to do Christôs service is vain. It succeeds as well as a 

blacksmith would at a surgical operation, or a ploughman at a fresco 

painting. Therefore, Christ prepares His instruments. He makes them for 

this very end. He puts into them the instincts, impulses and endowments 

that will lead them to choose, to love and to accomplish the results in-

tended. And He especially fits each one for the service assigned. Fitly 

framed together, they severally fulfill their respective relationships and 

spheres. Each of us is created, regenerated and divinely educated for the 

very place we are called to fill. The great Author of our spiritual train-

ing and the source of our power is the Holy Ghost. He is promised to 

every true servant of Christ as a óSpirit of power, of love and a sound 

mind.ô Without Him and His gifts we can do nothing acceptable to God or 

effectual with men. He must open to us the Scriptures, by which óthe man 

of God is thoroughly furnished unto all good works.ô He must lead us into 

the separation and sanctification in which we shall be 

ómeet for the Masterôs use and prepared unto every 

good work.ô He must reveal to us the things of God 

which are spiritually discerned and speak through us óin 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power,ô or our words 

shall be idle and vain. And He does prepare His 

óchosen vesselsô and his ópolished shafts,ô and make 

them ómighty through God to the pulling down of 

strongholds.ô 

 

5. He not only prepares the instruments, but He also 
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prepares the works. Let us quote again from St. Paul: óCreated in Christ 

Jesus unto good works, which God hath before prepared that we should 

walk in them.ô Our works are prepared for us, and we have but to 

walk in them. This is an unspeakable comfort. We have not to make 

them, but to receive them and wear them as habits and garments. Just as in 

the drama the actors may have to wear a great many different costumes, 

but they do not need to make them. They are provided for the piece; they 

have only to put them on and wear them in the proper place. At one time it 

is the part of a workman, at another a merchant, at another a prince; but 

the proper robe for each is provided, and they have only to put it on and 

wear it. So the Lord Jesus prepares our work for us. At one time we need 

the garment of love, at another power, at another wisdom; now we must 

understand a human heart, again we must weep with a mourner, again we 

must warn a hardened heart, now we must cheer a depressed one; again 

we must lead it to the Saviour, or the Sanctifier, or the Healer; or yet again 

we must meet some perplexing issue or decide at some great turning point 

in life. But all is ready, laid up for us in Christ our Lord, and only needing 

to be transferred into our life in action and experience. So that in the ser-

vice, as much as in the experience, it is not I, but Christ; not our works, 

but His works in us; we being but the pen, and He the Hand that guides 

it; we but the voice, He the Word that speaks by it; we but the vessel, and 
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He the precious Living Water that fills it. This makes our work so easy. 

It is spontaneous service, the overflow of the heart. John Bunyan says of 

his book; óI wrote because joy did make me write.ô So Jesus says of true 

service in the Spirit: óOut of His belly shall flow rivers of living water.ô 

Most persons find their work a burden. The true servant of Christ finds 

the Lord carries both him and his burden, too. We begin our work for 

the Lord with great zeal and try to help the Lord and His cause. We feel at 

last that He needs not us or our eager impetuousness, and we are glad to 

lay the burdens of His work on Him. A little child insisted on carrying an 

armful of his fatherôs books upstairs. The father told him the load was too 

heavy, but the little fellow insisted and started with his load. By and by 

they came tumbling down in confusion, and he burst into tears and 

stretched out his tired hands to his father for help. The father took him to 

his arms, and then lifted the books and carried them, too. So He takes us 

and our service, and we serve Him best when we rest upon His breast 

and just let Him use us as He needs us and fills us. The disciples thought 

they could keep and manage Him when they took Him from His weary 

toil and put Him on a pillow in the hinder part of the ship to sleep. But 

they were glad to put themselves in His care ere long and awake Him to 

save them from destruction. And such service is as strong as it is calm. It 

moves with the mighty tides of heaven. óI labor,ô Paul says concerning it, 

óaccording to His working which worketh in me mightily.ô 

 

6. And He rewards the work and shares the recompense with us as 

fully as if we had done it all. óHe that reapeth receiveth wages and gath-

ereth fruit unto life eternal.ô I cannot tell you what that reward will be. But 

you and I know something of the joy of bringing a soul to Jesus even here. 

We know something of what it means to have someone meet us in after 

years and tell us how some word or prayer of ours 

had once helped or saved them. O, what will it be, 

there, to find them coming from the East and the 

West, bringing the souls they have won, and recog-

nizing us as the instrument of all their blessing, while 

he shall say: óInasmuch as ye have done it unto these, 

ye have done it unto Me.ô óHe shall make them sit 

down to eat, and shall Himself come forth and serve 

them.ô óThey shall shine as the stars forever and 

ever.ô They shall be rulers over many things and shall 

enter into the joy of their Lord. They shall share His 
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kingdom and His throne and be promoted to grander service through the 

millennial years. O, then we will not regret the nights of watching and 

days of toil, but wish we could have done and suffered more for so great 

and far-surpassing a recompense. 

 

II. OUR PART  

 

1. To recognize the work as His. A great deal of Christian work is our 

work, and He only is consulted and asked to help it. True Christian ser-

vice is given to Him, and done as His and at His bidding, and under His 

absolute responsibility and ownership. It is not, What am I doing for the 

Lord? But, What is the Lord doing through me? Let us consecrate our 

work as well as ourselves. Then we shall not hear so much about our 

church, our connection, our cause, and our work, but like the men of old, 

shall ódwell with the King for His work.ô 

 

2. To recognize the necessity and obligation of our co-working . God 

could do without us. He could, by His direct omnipotence, Himself, do all 

He uses us to do. But He has appointed human agency in the salvation 

OUR part in the WORK is: 
 

1. To recognize the work as HIS. 

2. To recognize the necessity & obligation of our co-working .  

3. To work in His way and plan.  

4. To work in His strength.  
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The Lord Jesus said that 

we should take His yoke 

upon us (and work  

with Him). To be His  

co-workers is the best! 


