Section Five

Program

The program approach that follows has proven very effective in a wide
vaiety of setings We beieve it reflects many of the vitd indghts that
God has given to us and to leaders like you, over the years.

This format is not the only way to organize a Concert of Prayer program.
However, it is presented as a way of introducing you to the possibilities
for your rdly.

If this is the first time you are conducting a Concert of Prayer you will
probably want to follow it quite dosdy. Occasondly a Steering
Committee may wonder whether this program is too dtructured. The
concern is that a very sructured program may keep the Holy Spirit from
moving fredy in the rdly. Adhering dosdy to this “dassc’ format is like
usng traning wheds on a bicycle. You don't need them forever, but they
help you keep your baance when you' re learning something new.

After you have used this format for severd rdlies, you may wish to try
another gpproach. For example, you'll find another popular Concert of
Prayer format outlined in the resource book Operation: Prayer |1 avalable
from the Concerts of Prayer International office.

Before detaling the program format itsdf, we'd like to shae some
thoughts on severd other areas closely related to the program.

A Critical Objective

Much of what happens & a Concert of Prayer rdly is focused on one
overriding objective: To mobilize and equip a movement of united prayer
for revivd and world-wide evangdization.

Oneimportant goa then, isto create an environment where large numbers

of people from different groups, congregations, backgrounds, and

traditions can come together in ameaningful, dynamic, spiritud

experiencein prayer with the living Chrigt.

The 7 R's program format presented in this Manud is a classc format
which been carefully developed over anumber of years to makeit possible
for people with diverse backgrounds to pray together.



In any Concert of Prayer, people come to the gathering from different
experiences and traditions. Some have prayed for years and have a deep
and active prayer life. Others have had little prayer experience,
particularly in public. In fact, some will have never prayed out loud

before. In acity-wide raly, some participants will have Charismatic and
Pentecostal backgrounds where it may be common for severd people to
pray out loud at the same time. Others will never have experienced this
kind of public prayer. In some churches public prayers are usudly read. In
others, public prayers are usudly extemporaneous.

Because of thisdiversity, it'simportant to draw on as many prayer
traditions as you can to give the participants a sampling of awhole variety
of ways to express themsalves to the Lord. Concerts of Prayer are
committed to providing aunited prayer experience that draws on the
grengths of various praying traditions—just as an orchestral piece draws
on the strengths of the various instrument sections within the orchestra.
Participants need to fed represented, aswell as enriched, through how

they pray together.

The 7 R's Concert of Prayer format helps facilitate prayer with dl of these
varied individua backgrounds and approaches.

Keeping it Simple
This program dso lends itsdf to amplicity—a hdlmark of every effective
Concert of Prayer.

Simplicity isimportant for a number of reasons.

1. Weneed to focus people on the basics. Our mgor emphasis should
be on encouraging an interface between the Word of God and united

prayer. Leading people through the seven basic themes (Rgoice,
Repent, Rest, Restore, Release, Receive, and Recommit) helps

them explore the whole counsdl of God in a very comprehensive, yet

sample manner.

2. Wewant people to becomeinvolved in a structure and flow of
corporate prayer that iseadsly transferable and reproducible.
This program format can be used easly in an individud’s persond
prayer life, in smal groups, or within asingle congregeation.

The7R’s
format makes it
possible for
people with
diverse
backgroundsto

pray together



3. Simplicity allows those who attend to be far moreinvolved as
participants, concentrating their timein actual prayer. When
people are less concerned about performance, which creates
spectators, they can become more focused on participation.

4. Simplicity of approach provides a prayer experience that allows
the Holy Spirit freedom in which towork. Our chief desireis for
each person to encounter Christ before the evening is over.

The 7 R’ s approach that follows satisfies each of these objectives for
amplicity. It isapowerful tool, which the Spirit of God has used over and
over to unite people from diverse backgrounds and prayer experiencesto
seek God' s glory and Kingdom in Jesus Chrigt.



Program Qutline

On this pageisabasic outline of the 7 R's Concert of Prayer program
format. This outline (without the suggested time frames) can be handed
out to the audience a therdly or included as part of alarger printed
program. Thiswill help give people a sense of what will happen during the
evening. It dso gives participants something to take back into persona
prayer time, small groups, or churches to further the postive influence of
the Concert of Prayer.

|. Preparation
Prelude (15 minutes before start time)
Wor ship and Praise (10 minutes)
Welcome and I ntroductions (10 minutes)
Offering*

[I.  Biblical Vison—A Call to Hope (12 minutes)
[11. An Invitation for Christ to Lead Us (3 minutes)
V. Concerted Prayer Toward the Hope (75 minutes)

Reoice
Repent
Resist
Restore
Release
Receive
Recommit
V. Grand Finale

Celebration with Offering* (8 minutes)
Benediction (2 minutes)
Postlude (as people exit)

* An offering may be included after the Welcome and Introductions or as a follow-up to

the time of Recommitment. In either case, additional music may take place during the
offering—either in congregational singing or through a special presentation.



In the pages that follow, we Il work through this program outline format
again in gregter depth, explaining each segment and offering more ideas
and suggestions for your Concert of Prayer. First, however, afew words
about two other key areas rdating to the program itsdf:

Pre-Event Meeting

Before the actud Concert of Prayer program begins, plan atime to meet
and pray with members of the Steering Committee and any others who are
praying from the platform.

This mesting is very important for those praying from the platform. It
gives you an opportunity to pray together over the evening to come and to
prepare and synchronize the leadership efforts.

Generdly, the pre-event meeting begins about two hours before the actud
event. When the Concert of Prayer is taking place in a public auditorium,

make sure you have a private room unlocked and available to you. Then,

take time to share together and to talk through the program.

Remind those praying from the front to pray with energy and to remember
the same four B'syou' Il be sharing later with the audience:

1. Keep your prayersbiblical. The Word of God iswhat unites
everyone in acommon prayer agenda. When possible, relate your
prayers to the Scripture texts chosen for the night. Y ou might use a
verse, or refer to abiblicd incident, in the midst of your prayer.

2. Makeyour prayersbold. Pray boldly, as you ve never prayed
before. God is not only able to answer our prayers, Heiswilling and
ready! A united prayer gathering needs to fedl upbest at many points
aong the way. Pray according to your personality and temperament,
to be sure, but pray with animation and conviction.

3. Makeyour prayersa blessing. Remember that those participating
come from many different backgrounds, so be sure that your style of
prayer isablessng to everyone.

4. Finally, keep your prayersbrief! Prayersfrom the platform are
usualy no longer than :60 in length. Keeping the prayers brief keeps
the program moving and helps keep the attention of thosein the
audience who are new to the concept of united prayer. It dso dlows
more leaders from more areas to participate.

Allow the emcee afew moments to explain how he or she will sgnd those
praying from the microphone. When only 15 seconds are remaining, the
emcee will givethe pray-er atap on the back. At 60 seconds the emcee



will give the pray-er a gentle squeeze on the arm. This system keeps the
program moving, while alowing the emcee some freedom in following
the Holy Spirit’ s leading during the program.

These guiddines are flexible. For a Concert of Prayer inasingle
congregation, you may wish to have fewer prayer leaders and dlot more
time for each prayer.

Music
Occasionally we have had the experience of meeting people at a Concert
of Prayer who came thinking it was to be amusical concert! Were they

ever surprised... often pleasantly, we might add. But it is easy to
understand the confusion.

Although a Concert of Prayer isaprayer concert, most raliesdo rely on Although itisa
music aswdll. In fact, by the end of a prayer gathering, most people leave Concert of
feeling unsure as to whether they have praised or prayed! In point of fact, Prayer, music
you can’'t do one without the other. All praise compels usto seek God for !

even more of His glory. And all intercession, based on His Word, takes us doeS p_l ay avery
back to praise Him whose glory will be reveded in the answers. significant role.

Because a Concert of Prayer has a qudity of celebration throughout, music
does play avery sgnificant role.

We have found it hepful to have someone on the keyboard playing dong
quielly while the audience praysin triplets or huddles. This not only gives
the praying buoyancy and flow, but continues to keep an atmaosphere of
praise dive, even during some of the intense moments of repentance
praying or prayer for the release of Chrigt’s Spirit among the unreached.

Solos and duets are a great addition. These can be used to close athemein
prayer (such as repent) or to introduce a new one (such asresst).

Because of the varioustraditions represented in a city-widerally, be
surethat thetimes of singing offer a good mixture of hymns, chor uses,
and Scripture songs. It might aso be good to lead the music with a

variety of instruments, anywhere from a guitar to the pipe organ. Provide a
balance. Work toward maximum participation by offering experiences that
are reflective of the multiple traditions represented in the audience.

In leeding hymns and choruses, link the themes of one song or hymn to
another, so the audience has a sense of continuity between each piece that
issung. Sometimes the linkage may be obvious. At other timesit may be
necessary for the song leader to say a sentence or two to help make the
connection in the mind of the audience.



Y our music director should have no problem finding hymns and choruses
related to the 7 R’ sthemes. In fact, over 200 hymns have been categorized
under these themes in the small book, Creative Approaches for Concerts
of Prayer, available through the Concerts of Prayer International offi cc.
Subtitled, Techniques to Enliven and Enrich Your Concert of Prayer, this
book would be a good additional resource for your Steering Committee,
emcee, or music director. (See order form.)

Now, we arein no way suggesting that you overwhelm a Concert of
Prayer with too much singing. It isa prayer meeting. Music, however,
does play akey rolein anumber of waysin a Concert of Prayer:

1. It opensour hearts, our faith, and our hopetoward God.

2. It helpsto focusour minds (by thetexts of the hymnsor
choruses) on some of the critical issues we need to addressin
prayer.

3. It providesa context in which people can begin to warm up to
each other, to pray, and to seek the face of the Lord.

4. It createsabridgethat helpsustranstion between various
segmentsin a Concert of Prayer.

5. It allowsusto expressour prayersby actually praying through
some of the hymns and songs.

According to Ephesians 5:17—21, the more we sing to one another the
more we will be filled with the Holy Spirit. Sinceit isthe Spirit of Jesus
that actively conducts the Concert of Prayer, usng musc in our raly gives
the Holy Spirit the opportunity to fill our prayer mesting the way Hefills
the one going on in heaven right now!



Concert of Prayer 7 R's

Program Format

|. Preparation 20 minutes (with
offering)

Prelude (prior to start time)

Before the Concert of Prayer even beginsit is helpful to create a proper
environment for prayer. For the 15 minutes before the raly begins, the
worship/leadership team may begin playing worship music, or leading
those who are present in Snging.

In churches or smaller city-wide ralies, an overhead projector can be used
to lead the people in the worship songs. For larger gatheringsis may be
necessary, athough somewhat more expensgive, to actudly print out the
worship songs and hymnsin a printed program.

Worship and Praise (10 minutes)

Although preceded by the Prelude, this period of worship and praise forms
the opening minutes of the actud Concert of Prayer itsdlf. It should focus
exclusvely on Chrig and His Kingdom. Thisisagood time for the
worship/leadership team to pull out dl the stops and lift the audienceto a
great sense of the grandeur, mgesty, and glory of the Lord. Remind the
audience that it isfor the Lord' s sake we have met to pray in concert.

We have found that thistime of musica worship and celebration greetly
enhances the spirit and dynamic of an evening of prayer. Be sureto
carefully sdlect the people who lead this period of worship, to ensure that
the musica expression of the musiciansis focused on the Lord and
effectively communicated to the whole audience.

Carefully select the choruses and hymns that are to be used. Look for
music and text that will communicate our love to God, our commitment
and dedication to His person and purposes, and our gratefulness for our
sdvation and al that we have received. Let the music build the sense of
hope for spiritud awakening and world evangelization.

Focusthe
time of

wor ship and
praise
exclusively on
Christ and
His kingdom.



Welcome and I ntroductions (10 minutes)
Welcome and Background

Once the time of worship and praise is completed, someone from the
leadership team welcomes everyone who has come to participate in the
Concert of Prayer.

Point out that participants come from many varied backgrounds and
worship experiences.

Instruct the audience briefly on the concept of a Concert of Prayer,
perhaps making reference to the historica usage of the term and aso using
the imagery provided by an “ orchestra, the score, and the director.” Y ou
can make use of materid from Section 1 of this Manud or from the
videotapesthat are apart of thistraining package.

Share afew brief reports on current developments in the united prayer
movement around the world. Use this chance to expand the vision of the
audience for how God isworking through the prayers of many believersin
many places.

Prayer Tripletsand Huddles

Next, take a moment to divide the audience into triplets and huddles.
Remember, triplets form within asingle row. Huddles are made up of two
triplets—usudly from two different rows. This makesit easier to move
into triplets and huddles very quickly. Have each person within their
triplet choose a number—one, two, or three.

If you are using a Prayer Involvement Response Card, have them first
complete the name and address part of the card. Then, when they form
their triplets and huddles, they can show each other the information on the
card as away to quickly get acquainted. Filling the card out early in the
Concert of Prayer aso helps reduce “down time’ later on in the evening.
Music can play quietly in the background as people form their huddles and
share.

Brief Prayersof Praise

After triplets and huddles have been formed, have people remain standing
in their huddles for a couple of minutes. Encourage two or three peoplein
each huddle to offer up prayers of praise to God. Encourage them to pick
up on some of the themesin the music you have just sung, and turn it into
praise. This gives everyone a sense that they have begun to pray before
much of the evening has passed. These prayers are dso awonderful gift to
God.

Explain the
image of the
orchestra, the
score, and
Christ as
director.

Triplets form
acrossthe
rows; huddles
areusually
from two
rows.

Remind
participantsto
pray brief
prayers.



Be sure to remind people to pray brief prayers. Explain early in the
evening that shorter prayers dlow everyone to participate in amuch fuller
way. If there stime, people can pray more than once.

Offering (5 minutes)
During the Welcome and I ntroduction

A variety of gpproaches to taking the offering during a Concert of Prayer
are avalable to you. In some rdlies, it seems more effective to take the
offering at the beginning, so that it doesn’'t compete with the momentum
that developsin prayer toward the end of the evening. If this gpproach is
taken, then an additiona gpped for the offering could dso be made right
before the benediction, noting that offering buckets will be available at the
exit doorsfor freewill gifts to finance the future of the loca prayer
movement.

When the offering is taken toward the beginning, lead the audiencein a
period of worship snging while the baskets are being passed. Thisalows
additiona worship to take place at the Start of the gathering.

OR

During the Grand Finale

If your Situation seems to suggest thet it's more gppropriate for the
offering to be recelved toward the end of the evening, it can take place just
before the season of celebration in the Grand Finde. This certainly fits

into the celebration segment, since God cdls usto “give hilarioudy,” and
gnce giving to this particular raly and to the growth of the prayer
movement is awonderful way to celebrate dl God has done during the
Concert of Prayer. Singing of celebration can take place while the buckets

are being passed.

Whenever the offering is taken, fill the time with praise. In some cases, a
gpecid solo might be presented at thistime.

Communicate the Need and I ntent

Asyou take the offering, be sure to explain what the expenses of the
evening have been, and how that works out in giving per person. For
example, if the entire event costs $4,000 and there are 1,000
participants, each person needs to condder the possibility of giving
$4 or morein the offering.

Y ou will aso want to explain how monies over and above the
expenses of the evening will be invested in the growth of the prayer
movement localy, in helping to plant prayer movements in other
cities, or to benefit aloca non-denominationd charity.

The offering
generally takes
about 5 minutes
and can be
incorporated as a
part of the
worshipin the
Preparation
section or asa
part of the praise
in the
Celebration
section.

Communicate
your need and
how you will
use any

surplus.



Il. Biblical Vision - A Call to Hope (12

minutes)
The sngle grestest principle for igniting and sustaining awork of prayer
and amovement of prayer, isto help people be clear on the hope that they
are praying toward.

This segment of the Concert of Prayer gives the audience avison for what
God isable, willing, and ready to do through the united prayer movement.
Thishiblical vision can be presented by one person. Or, in Some cases,
three different pastors from the community can talk for four minutes each,
with each building on the thoughts of the others to paint a single picture of
true soiritud revivd.

First, akey biblical text ishighlighted. Thismay have been determined The biblical
in advance by the leadership team, who prayerfully sdect a passage most vision helps
relevant to the needs of their churches and city. Again, this passage will ; P
relate to the hope God has set before us al. You may find it helpful to read clarify the
David Bryant’s book The Hope at Hand, as away to provide background hope toward
on the hope toward which we prayer. which we pray
o - _ and providesa
This brief message needs to focus people biblicaly on the issues that need united prayer

to be addressed in prayer. Also, this biblica vison provides a Scripture
text to which they can refer back to throughout the evening as their agendafor the
prayers develop. rally.

Remember, “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.” As
we help the audience discern God' s purposes and promises outlined in His
Word, then direct them to pursue those purposes and promisesin prayer
throughout the evening, we are encouraging a prayer experience that flows
from a deepened reservair of fath.

During thistime of biblical teaching it's dso important to give a clear
definition to the two major agendasin every Concert of Prayer—
spiritual awakening and worldwide evangelization. These are dso
referred to as “fullness’ and “fulfillment.” These two agendas will surface
again and again asyou pray throughthe 7 R’s.

Findly, the vison-giving message should dert the audience to the
importance of united prayer, and the connection between a prayer
movement and spiritud awakening. If possible, the speaker can dso give
some perspective on how this particular prayer rdly and the locd prayer
movement link together with other developments around the country and
across the globe.



Some key textsto consder include Psalm 102:1—22; Colossans 1.24—
2:3; Ephesians 1:18—23; Jodl 2:1—3, 10-19, 25—32; Acts 4:23—35;
Acts 5:11—16; Ezekid 37:1—14; Isaiah 40:1—1l; Isaiah 62:1—7; Luke
4:13—32; Jeremiah 33:1—16; 1 Thessdonians 1:1—10; 2 Samue 5:1—
12; Revdation 5:1—14.

Ill. An Invitation for Christ to Lead Us
(3 minutes)

.This opening segment of the Concerted Prayer Toward the Hope only
takes a couple of minutes. However, these momentsto commit the
prayer meeting to Christ’sleader ship by the Holy Spirit, make up the
single most important segment in the entire Concert of Prayer.

The eternd significance and impact of a Concert of Prayer is guaranteed
only to the degree that Jesus Christ Himsdlf comes among usin dl
authority, gathers us to Himsdlf in true unity, and beginsto live out His
high priestly minigtry through us.

In these sacred moments, invite those who are physically able to get down
on their knees. Allow afew moments of silence to pass before anything is
prayed. Then have one person from the microphone pray, inviting Christ
to come and conduct the Concert of Prayer and be Lord over usin the
praying and over everything that transpires as aresult.

Y ou may choose to conclude with a brief confesson of His Lordship in
song, such as“You Are Lord,” “Blessed Be the Name,” or “Jesus Shdll
Reign.”

V. Concerted Prayer Toward the Hope

- 75 minutes

Thisis the segment of the Concert of Prayer when the prayer beginsin
eanes. Thisisadso the time you will lead the audience throughthe 7 R's
of rgoice, repent, resst, restore, release, receive, and recommit.

These seven components, or themes, are the part of the prayer raly that is
most trandatable into persond prayer time, smal group prayer, and
congregationa prayer experiences. These 7 R's aso incorporate abasic
overview of the entire concept of prayer.

We have developed these seven mgor themes over the years by listening
to what God is teaching His Church worldwide about prayer, and seeing
how He renews the Church in the cal to concerted prayer.

If possible,
invite the
audienceto
kneel.



Before the evening is over, encourage people to use these 7 R'sin the

futurein their persond prayer lives or in prayer eventsin their loca
churches.

Variety and Balance

There are many different waysto lead an audience in responding to the
Lord in prayer under each of the 7 R's. At times the audience will be
broken into prayer triplets. At othersthey will work together in huddles.
Sometimes members of the worship/leadership team will lead prayer from
the microphone. Occasiondly the audience may respond antiphonaly,
respongvely, or in unison. There may be an occason to pray
smultaneoudy out loud together. And, of course, there will be times of
quietness and ligtening to God.

When you move people into their prayer triplets and huddles have the
triplets pray sitting and the huddles pray standing. This adds movement
and variety to the Concert of Prayer.

Music can dso be used to provide movement and variety through each of
these segments. However, it is recommended that the music be used ina
smpleway s0 thoseleaving a Concert of Prayer fed confident they can
lead others through the 7 R’ s, the way they have been led, including the
use of musc.

When planning your program remember to “mix it up.” A fresh and
cregtive approach to each segment gives variety to your program. Rather
than quenching what the Holy Spirit might want to do, it opens people up
to accepting new ways of expressing themsalves to God and to each other.

HINT: Throughout the ﬁrogram continue to remind people to keep their

each prayer is brief together they are focused to
create a wonderful concert to the Lord. It is also helpful to end each
segment of prayer in the triplets or huddles with a music bridge and a
transitional 15 second prayer over the music by one of the leaders yp
front. Remember, a printed program helps those who are new to a Concert
of Prayer and also encourages themto carry the overall approach to other

prayers short. Althoug

times of prayer.

Variety in a
Concert of
Prayer opens
up new ways
of expressing
ourselvesto
God.



The 7 R's (Approximately 75 minutes)

Praise and celebration of the hope that

1. REJOICE God has set before usin Christ.

Overview:
Rgoicing prayers, including prase and thanksgiving, look forward to
what God is preparing to bring forth in true spiritud awakening.

The prayers in this section should celebrate gpecific promises and
purposes you believe God is stting before you, your church or churches,
and this generation. These prayers should ceebrate the glory you beieve
spiritua awakening will bring to Jesus Chrigt among the nations,

To help prepare those praying from the platform, have the leaders
consider these questions ahead of time:

1. Where do we see God's victories dready taking place in spiritud
awakening and/or world evangelization?

2. How is God dready reveding the glory of Chrig in various
gtuations dl around us?

3. What sense of hope do we have tha God is ready and willing to
bring about a change in the datus quo, ether within our churches or
among the nations?

4. What promises and purposes has He st before us that we cannot
live without, and that we are convinced He is ready to accomplish
among us?

5. If God wereto give spiritua awakening and new advances of His
Kingdom worldwide, what more of Jesus would be reved ed? What
greater glory would be brought to the name of the Father? What
greater works of the Spirit would be shown to us al?

6. How shdl we praise Him for dl of this? How shal wergoicein the
hope of the glory of God? (Romans 5:2)

Suggestions for Prayer:

Begin with three prayers of 45 seconds each from the platform.



Rdying on answers to the questions above, these prayers should
praise God for al that He is dready doing and dl Heis preparing to
do. They should be biblical and specific.

Next, move the audience into prayer huddles. Ask each group to
have one person begin by offering a 30 second prayer praising God
for every evidence of Chrigt dready a work in renewing the lives of
individuds.

After 30 seconds, ask for someone ese in the huddle to praise God
for every evidence of Christ’s renewing power in your loca church
or churches.

Next, ask for athird person to pray, prasing God for His renewing
work in your city, nation, and world.

Findly, have afourth person pray, rgoicing in dl God is going to do
out the prayer movement in your city.

HINT : When transitioning between pray-ersin triplets and huddles, the emcee can ring
a bell to signal the time to close one prayer and begin another. That way he or she can
explain the series of prayers at the start of a segment, then ring the bell and give just a
few words during the prayer time to move the group along.

Transtion — Conclude this segment with ardevant hymn or chorus and
a“wrap up” prayer from the microphone that summarizes what the
Reoice “R” was about.

> R Turning away, both individually and
- REPENT corporately, from all that might hinder
the fulfillment of the hope that God has
given.
Overview:

During thistime, participants are given the opportunity to participate in
both individual and corporate times of repentance. The mgor emphasisin
a Concert of Prayer, however, is corporate repentance. Through these
prayers we repent on behaf of the whole body of Christ, confessing the
ans the whole Church “shares’ that are in any sense hindering God' s greet
work of spiritual awakening and world evangdlization.

Corporate Sins are common issues that we share across ethnic,
denominational, and cultural boundaries.

Questions that can help you target key repentance concerns include:

1. What are the barriers and problems found inside the Church?



2. How isthe Church-at-large responsible for its current condition and
for the spirituad condition of our nation and of the world.

3. How arewein our own local churches responsible.

4. What do we need to confess, either for ourselves or “in solidarity”
with the whole people of God?

5. Where do we need forgiveness?
6. How do we need to change?

7. Where should we confess our weaknesses, our disobedience, our
sruggles, and mogt of al our rebdlion and Sn?

Suggestionsfor Prayer:

Begin by explaining that we are, primarily, admitting our corporate
culpability for the collective sins of the Church and of our nation.
Thiskind of confession of corporate Sin is often overlooked or
ignored, but it is well-documented in Scripture as a pre-requisite for
the renewing of God among His people.

Move the audience into triplets. Tell them they will begin with a
brainstorm time. Each person will take :20 to share with the other
two what they consder to be mgor sins facing the Church that are
keeping us from experiencing reviva. Tell them to begin with the
number one person in the triplet. After 20 seconds signa number
two to share, by voice or bell. Finaly, have the third person in the
triplet share.

Next, have each person pray Slently, confessing any snsheor sheis
persondly involved in.

After afew moments, two or three pastors pray from the microphone
for 45 seconds each. The first prayer will focus on repentance for the
Church locally. The second will concentrate on sSinsin the national
Church. Findly, the third prayer will focus on corporate repentance
for the sins of the Church around the world.

Moving people now into huddles, take one minute to have them
participate in avocd litany of the Sns hindering revivd in the
Church. Within each group, ask them to speak words or phrases out
loud that represent prevaent sns—for example, materidism, raciam,
disunity, prayerlessness, pride, competition, etc.



Next, have the emcee ask the audience to cover their faces as away
of physically acting out our shame. Have them repest, phrase by
phrase, the following prayer:

Lamb of God

who takes away the sin of theworld
have mercy on me.
Have mercy on usall.
By your blood:
Forgive us,

Cleanse us,

Purify us,

Restore us,

Raise usup,

Fill us,

And send usforth.
Lamb of God.

Lamb of Mercy.
Lamb of God.

PreciousLord.
Allow amoment of silence after this prayer. Y ou may aso want to
conclude this time of repentance prayer by adlowing people to
slently confess one area of persond sin that God has shown them in
the midst of corporate confesson.

HINT: During the litany segment where people are listing areas of corporate sin, stop
the music. This time of spoken confession by all the groupsin the auditoriumwill blend
together as a kind vocal chorus of repentance praying.

Trangtion — Pause for afew moments of quiet while soft, gentle music
plays.



| ntercession at every point where the
3. RESIST Enemy is seeking to thwart the unfolding

of what God has promised to His Church
and to its mission in the world.

Overview:

Having dedlt with the chalenges to spiritud awakening and world
evangdization within the Church through our prayers of repentance, we
must now face the battles on the outsde of the Church.

Satan isready at many points to oppose the hope that God has set before
us, and in which we so greetly rgoice. His attacks must be resisted in
united prayer. During thistime you should seek the Father together to
bring Chrigt’svictoriousreign to bear upon the powers of darkness,
and upon all of their schemesand endeavors.

It should be acknowledged that the forces of Satan will not be pleased or
compliant to the development of such an important event as a church or
city-wide prayer raly. Therefore, expect that the rdly itsdf, the
development of a prayer movement, and the lives of the leadership
involved will be under intensve sairitud attack.

This section of a Concert of Prayer can be very important to successfully
bringing together many people for an evening of prayer and building
protection for the ongoing development of aloca movement of prayer. At
this point, prayer is made to counteract this anticipated attack of our

enemy.
When considering how the enemy is hindering the advancement of
Chrig’sKingdom outside the Church, here are some questionsto be
discussed by the leader ship:

1. Inwhat specific ways do we anticipate the churchesin our city are or
will be engaged in spiritud warfare?

2. At what points do we believe Satan will come againgt our minigtries,
and mogt specifically againgt the movement of united prayer.

3. Inwhat ways are we dready under spiritua attack from the enemy?
4. How do we anticipate this attack to intensify?

5. Onwhat new fronts may the battle develop?



6. How do we anticipate Satan opposing the hope before us, in any
specific fulfillment of that hope?

7. Aswelook at the growth of the prayer movement worldwide, at
what points do we need to resist the enemy in prayer?

8. Aswe anticipate the outpouring of spiritua avakening on the
Church, where do we know Satan will work to undermine that new
release of spiritud vitdity and redity?

9. Aswe congder the cause of world evangdization, where do we see
Satan on the offengve?

10. Where do we expect the battle to be engaged even more fully in the
years ahead?

11. How should we, in united prayer, cast him out?

Suggestionsfor Prayer:

Move the audience into prayer triplets for another braingorm time.
Agan, have each person in the triplet take :20 to share their thoughts
on what the enemy is doing to try to hinder the work of revivd and
misson outsde the Church. Use a vocd cue or bdl to switch
between number one, two, and three in the triplet.

Explan to the audience that they ae going to pray out loud,
together, smultaneoudy, asking God to come and defeat the work
of the Enemy in our day. Remind them not to pray to Satan, but
indeed to invite God to come and fight the battle against our enemy.
Instruct them not to pray so loud others can't concentrate, but loud
enough to give a sense of an army working together.

Tl the audience to stand together like an army. Begin this prayer
time with three pastor prayers from the plaform. Agan, these
prayers should be bold and biblicd. In preparing these prayers, they
should reflect on the questions listed in the overview above.

Once the platform prayers are concluded, the audience will pray out
loud together about the barriers they brainstormed together. Start
this one-minute segment by saying, “Let's dl begin praying together
now.”

Conclude this ssgment with a rousng hymn of prase Let the
musdans sgnd the close of the prayer time with the introduction to
this hymn.



HINT: This type of simultaneous prayer time will feel more comfortable to those with a
Charismatic or Pentecostal background than to those from a more traditional church
setting. Begin the instructions By asking how many have prayed this way before. Explain
that this is actually a good cross-cultural experience. Many in the United States don’t
pray this way in church very often. But in the Church around the world, this type of
group praying is quite common, no matter what the denominational background may be.

Trangtion — Use the hymn of prase and triumph that concludes the
Resst section to serve as atrangtion to Restore.

4. RESTORE Praying for God to fill the Church with the
fullness of the life of Christ.

5. RELEASE Asking God to release many new works of
His Kingdom, both locally and worldwide.

Overview:

Now that you have rgjoiced, repented, and resisted, the time has come to
concentrate fully on asking and receiving, dl that we believe our Father is
preparing to do in and through His people.

Praying in this section will again be focused on two major areas:

1. Restore — A greater fullness of Christ and His powerful works
insde our lives and in our churches. This is called Restore

praying.

2. Release — An accderated fulfillment of Christ’s misson
through His church within our city; our nation, and among the
nations. We call this Release praying.

The issueswe ded with in prayer should reflect what we believe God is
aready preparing to do in us as Christ’ s body (fullness'restore praying),
and what He is preparing to do through us in Chrig’ smisson
(fulfillment/release praying).

These are Kingdom issues. They have to do with God' s reign over us as
believers, so that His Kingdom and reign might be extended to those who
do not yet know Him.

From one perspective, Restore praying is the positive side of our
Repentance prayers. Now, we' re asking God to revive and transform the
Church in al the areas where we have failed Chrigt.

I n some settings,
Restore and
Release are
collapsed into
one category
called Request.
Because of this,
the Overview
below covers
both categories.
However, we
have provided
complete
Suggestions for
Prayer for both
Restore and
Release.



In the same way, Release praying addresses many of the issues faced
during the Resistance prayers, only now we are asking God to replace the
works of darkness with the fruits of Chrit’ sreign.

Aswe seek Chrigt’s reign more completely in our own lives and churches,
we desire even more for Hisreign to be extended to the ends of the earth.
During the Release period of prayer we intercede for those who have not
received the reign of Christ, whether they live across the street or across
the ocean, whether they are neighbors or apart of totally unreached
segment of our own society or an unreached people group in another
nation. We aso want to pray for our own city, aswell as key cities of the
world.

Thefollowing questions can help the leader ship team get a handle on
the two major categories of Restore and Release, and help them
determine specifically what to pray about:

1. Based on the hope God gives for change, ether in the Church or in
the
world, what do we need to seek from Him?

2. What promises, purposes, and principles reveded in Scripture can
become the basisfor the “new things’ we are asking God to do in
spiritua awakening and world evangdization?

3. Agan, if God were to answer our prayers (for fullness or fulfillment)
to the fullest extent we could possible imagine, in view of what He
has said in His Word and who we know Him to be, what might those
answers look like? (This answer will determine much of the content
of your praying in this section.)

4. Has God given usthe gift of faith on a specific issue rdated to these
two mgjor themes—especialy an issue reated to the body of Christ
or the misson of Chrig within our own community?

Inthefind andlysis, what we are asking during these two sections can be
summed up asfallows

1. Inwhat ways does the Church and each of us personaly need to be
Restored into the fullness of the life of Chrigt?

2. Tofulfill Chrigt’sgloba cause, in what ways do we need to pray for
the Release of God's mighty Kingdom works through our own lives
and churches, and within our city, our society, and among the
nations?



RESTORE —Suggestionsfor Prayer:

Begin this section by grouping the audience into prayer triplets,
encouraging them to pray for each other and for themselves. Tdll
them to take 30 seconds each, seeking God to help them know
Chrigt in new ways, recaiving His totd reign in therr lives. Signd
the change between pray-ers by voice or bell.

Next, three to Sx pagtors from within the community will leed in
short (45—60 second) prayers from the platform. These prayers
should request renewd in specific areas of our church or the
churches of our community. These can be prayers for pastors, youth,
families, unity, etc. Two or three of these leaders might also pray for
spiritud awakening in the body of Chrigt nationwide and worldwide,
to illudirate that our concern must be not only local, but globa as
well.

Findly, ask people to get into their prayer huddles and pray further
for issues that were brought up by theindividua prayer leaders.
Also, they should pray for other issues rdated to awakening in loca
churches. They should also pray for their pastord staff and other
leaders. Again, remind them to pray short prayers so everyone can
participate. People can pray more than once. Also, encourage them
to pray not only for their own churches, but for other churchesin the
city. They can even expand their praying to include the body of
Christ worldwide.

The emcee can follow the Spirit's leading on when to bring this segment
to aclose, keeping in mind the overadl schedule. Often, thisfind prayer
time runs 7—8 minutes.

HINT: A powerful way to follow thisfinal prayer timeisto ask al/pastorsin the
audienceto stand. Then, ask everyone who is on a pastoral staff to stand Finally, ask
anyone who isa spiritual leader (like an elder or a deacon) in a local church to stand
Take afrw moments to have someone from the platform pray for those standing.

Transtion — Because these two areas are closgly related, no musicis
recommended in the move from Restore to Release. Include at least 30—
45 seconds of total Slenceto listen to God.

HINT: Inany of these transition times a brief prayer fromthe platform can be used:

“ Father we thank you, and again we ask you to: (Sum up previous prayer time. For
example, fill the Church with the fullness of the life of Christ.”) “ Now, be with us as we:
(Sumup next prayer time. For example, “ ask you to release many new works of your
Kingdom. both locally and worldwide.”)



RELEASE _Suggestionsfor Prayer

Divide again into prayer triplets. Begin with short prayers for our
own persond involvement in the fulfillment of the Greet
Commission. Thisincludes prayer for the lost in our own families,
aswdl as the unreached peoples of the world. Signd the trangition
between pray-ers verbaly or with abdll. Next, ask each personin
the triplet to pray for one non-Chridian friend in hisor her life. The
other two people within the triplet should pray in agreement, even
vocdizing, “Yes, we agree with you.

Once again, leaders from the platform will pray brief (45—60
second) prayers for the outreach of churches within your city.
Leaders may pray for specific people, and for specific ministries
within the community. They may aso pray for reeching the
community’ s youth or for a specid need area like the inner city.
Prayers should be made for at least one unreached people group in
your city or around the world.

Inthe fina part of this section, divide again into huddlesto pray for
the involvement of your own local congregation(s) in world
evangelization. Huddles may remember specific missonaries,
specific evangdidtic thrugts, or they may pray for a specific
unreached people group, even that somebody from out of this
Concert of Prayer might go there to bring them the Gospdl. Again,
keeping in mind the overdl schedule, this segment can run up to 7—
8 minutes

HINT: Inalargerally, especially, following the prayers from the platform, ask for any
missionaries home from the field to stand Next, ask for anyone who is preparing to go to
the mission field to stand Then ask anyone who isinvolved in a cross-cultural ministry
within the city or in a ministry to those most often overlooked by the Church (for
example, drug addicts, AIDSpatients, or the poor) to stand Finally. ask anyone who feels
God might be calling theminto missionsto stand I nvite those around these people to
surround them and lay their hands on them, while one person in each group prays for
them.

Transtion — End the Release ssgment with arousing hymn. Thiswill be
followed by a short time of slence when the Receive segment begins, to
alow people again to listen to God.



6. RECEIVE Listening to hear and confirm whatever
new words of promise and mission God
may be speaking to us.

Overview:

In dl of our efforts in prayer, we need to understand what God is saying to
us. In order to hear God speaking to us we need to practice the “strategy of
dlence” We must spend sufficient time under the Word and before the
Spirit, ligening to what God wants to say back to us in the prayer
gathering. Then, in council with one ancther, we can redly come to
understand the mind of Christ on each concern.

This segment of the prayer rdly provides an opportunity to get God's
perspective, to understand His purposes, to meditate on His promises, to
drav near to His Son, and to receive God's answers with confidence,
boldness, and clarity.

In this Recalve section, participants will testify to one another what God
has done in ther hearts as thelye prayed. They will dso share any new
commitments they have made to ministry and any new confidence they
have been given as to how God might answer their prayers. (See Appendix
material on Prayer with a Purpose.)

Suggestions for Prayer:

Begin this ssgment by giving participants an extended time for ligening to
God— perhgps one or two minutes of quiet with musdc playing in the
background. As you listen together, encourage people to ask themselves
guestions based on the preceding five R's.

1. How has God confirmed to you the hope of revivd and advance of
Chrigt’ s Kingdom around which we rejoiced?

2. What aeas of repentance have brought you new resolve to live
righteoudy and godly before Him?

3. What points of the battle became gpparent during the Resistance
prayer, that you must prepare to face in anew way?

4. As we made requests for reviva in the Church, and Christ’s ministry
to your city, nation, and the world, did God give any new dreams or
visonsfor how you persondly might fit in?

5. During this Concert of Prayer, did the Lord spesk words of promise
or encouragement about how specific answers might come?



6. Did He give you any new direction or any new seps of obedience
you should take in response to the vison we prayed through during
this Concert of Prayer?

Following thistime of listening, go back into huddles and then divide the
huddles into three pairs. Each pair will talk together~ sharing what God
has said to them through the time of listening and throughout the evening.
Then, they can aso rgoice together about some of the times of prayer
when they were convinced God had heard and would answer in powerful
ways in the days ahead. Findly, this period of sharing (about three
minutes) would be concluded in prayers of praise for what God has done.

Findly, in order to cement these thoughts, and to identify ways the Spirit
of God may be encouraging participants to a degper involvement in united
prayer in the days to come, ask people to quietly complete the Prayer
Involvement Response Card. (See sample in Appendix.)

After the cards are completed, have them pass the cards to the center aide
where the ushers can pick them up.

Asaclogng to this segment, you might have people move back into their
pairs and share what they filled out on the card. Ask one person in each
pair to pray for both, that God would be faithful to help them fulfill whet
they have written on their card.

Findly, you might ingtruct those in the pairs, to look each other in the eye,
shake hands, and repedt:

Thank you for praying with me.

| agreewith you.

In Jesus nameit shall be done.

Then, if you want to be bold, have them repest thisfina sentence:
And incidentally, | love you.

In many cases this ssgment ends in a spontaneous hug!

HINT: If you have deter mined to take the offering later in the rally, people can hold onto
their cards and drop theminto the offering baskets during the Recommit segment that
follows.

Trangtion — Use ardevant hymn or chorus,



7. RECOMMIT foerlng ourselves again to the I_.ord, in
view of thegreat hope toward which
we' ve prayed.

Overview:

At the close of a Concert of Prayer, participants need time to offer
themselves back to God to be used in any way He chooses to be a part of
the answersto their prayers. This commitment should be encouraged in
Spite of whereit might lead, acknowledging that it might happen a a
personal codt.

Thisisdso atimeto invite the Holy Spirit to fill usin waysthat cause us
to go out and live a life consstent with the concerns about which we' ve

prayed.

The recommitment time should include a specia focus on our
recommitment to grow as men and women of prayer, to see our churches
marked corporately as “houses of prayer,” andto ask Godto raise up a
movement of prayer within our community and in the body of Christ
worldwide.

Suggestions for Prayer:

Begin thisfind segment with a brief vison statement (gpproximately two
minutes) by the person who presented the origind “ Cal to the Hope.”
This segment would paint a picture of what has happened in the Concert
of Prayer, and what could happen if a prayer movement would continue to
grow in ther churches, and throughout the city, and accderate in the days
to come.

Ask everyonewho is physicaly able to get down on their knees, ether
facing forward or over their seats. Other gpproaches like joining hands
across the rows or holding hands up in front asif offering a gift to the

Lord are also an option. Have someone from the platform offer aprayer of
commitment for the whole gathering.

Asapart of the Recommitment, you might ask people who have indicated
their willingness to serve abroad-based prayer movement in the
community to come forward. These individuas are often caled “prayer
pacesatters.” They are Chridt’ s gifts to the whole body of Christ within
your community. In having them stand or come forward, it dlows
everyone to see tangible evidence that God is prepared to give a prayer
movement, since He has aready raised up the servantsto serveit.



Y ou can ask, “Will those who have made a commitment to serve the
prayer movement city-wide, please stand. Others who are committed to
serve the prayer movement in your loca church, pleasejoin themin
ganding.”

Once they are standing, pray together, commissoning these Pacesetrersto
go forth and minister to the whole body as they assst and promote the
prayer movement.

Conclude this segment with the prayers of two leaders from the platform.
Have one pray specificdly for the growth of the prayer movement. The
other would pray a prayer of praisein anticipation of al theways God is
going to answer this particular Concert of Prayer by reviving the Church
and advancing the Gospdl.

HINT: If you are taking the offering later in therally, thefirst part of the
Celebration section is a good time. A hymn or chorus of celebrationisa
g]gcc)%l %%ck%lround to the offering and a good transition into the final time
0 rafion.

Trangtion — Conclude the Concerted Prayer Toward the Hope with a
brief prayer from the platform, leading into a hymn of Celebration.

V.Grand Finale - 10 minutes
Celebration (8 minutes)

This find time of Cdebraion is mostly a time of dnging and prase,
emphasizing our tremendous anticipation of al God will do in answer to
the Concert of Prayer.

Benediction (2 minutes)

For the Benediction someone on the leadership team can offer a closing
prayer that gives prase to God, and thanks Him for lisgening and
responding. Then send the people forth in joy and hope to look for new
evidences of spiritual awakening and Kingdom advance.

Another option for the Benediction is to have the audience repesat, phrase
by phrase, Ephesans 3:20—21. Begin by saying, “Let's put a benediction
on the Lord. Repeat together:



Now to Him

who is able

todo

immeasurably more

than all

we ask or imagine,

accor ding to his power
that isat work within us,
to him beglory

in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations

for ever and ever! Amen.”

Close by saying goodnight.

Postlude

As people exit, the worship team should continue to softly play musc.
Select meodies and words that remind people about dl they have prayed,
and dl they anticipate God is prepared to do.

You will receive a more detailed explanation of the Program and actudly
be able to see how these 7 R's and trangtions take place, by watching the
videotapes that are a part of this training package.



