alWays '

May

1 Kings’

2 Kil’lgs’

1 Chronicles,
Luke and John




GOD’S MESSAGE OF COMPLETENESS

s . ",5 L g
Acts . . -?T“:‘\Jﬂ_el ....... Philippians . . . Thessalonians 11
Amo R }D-}:r-x;, Gospel . . Proverbs . ... Timothy .. ..
Chronicles] . . . JohnT .. .. “Psalms...... Timothy II . ;. }
ﬂhmnié\lﬁ w ¢ John Il ... .. Revelation™~._. . Titus . . .
Colossians mx‘ ohn IIl . . ... Romans . ... ™ Zechariah
Corinthians I ﬁ% Jomah . ... .. Ruth . ...... }:‘?‘t\*phaniah ;

Corinthians 11 . ;??:Jush 2...... SamuelI. .. .. to b

Daniel . . . ... Jude B, .. .. Samuel 1T . . . .
Deuteronomy . . Judges ™

Song of Solomaon .

Ecclesiastes . . . Kings| -

Thessalonians I. .

Ephesians . . . . Kings II .?.
Esther . . ... . Lamentatiqpé'
Exu:dus ..... Leviticus
Ezekiel .. ... Luke .

BE s Malachi

Galatians . . . . Mark
Genesis . . ... Matthew . . |
Habakkuk . . . . Miaah .. . ;
“Haggai ... .. Nahum
ﬁl ebrews . . . ..

“Hosea . ... ..
[




'

) Dear Friend
s

Jesus says: “Come to Me and I will give you rest” (Matt 10:28). He
wants you to know Him and to make Him known to others. But, to
know Him, you and I need to know His Word, we need to eat His Word -
daily.

He says, “Seek out of the book of the Lord and read...” (Isaiah 34:16a,
Amplified Bible), “.. listen, ...open your mouth and eat what I give you...
eat this scroll; then go and speak” (Ezekiel 2:8, 3:1-4). Jeremiah said,
“When your words came, [ ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s
delight, for I bear your name, O Lord God Almighty” (Jeremiah 15:16).

The Word of the Lord is our spiritual food. It is a light for our path and a
lamp for our feet. It is more precious than gold, it is sweeter than honey.
It revives us, makes us wise, gives joy to our hearts, gives light, warns us
and keeps us in God’s way (Ps 19). His words “are life to those who
find them and health... (Pro 4:20-22). God says, “Lay hold of my words
with all your heart; keep my commands and you will live” (Pro 4:4).

This booklet is prepared so that we can DAILY read the Bible for
ourselves, eat it, digest it and live it - to God’s glory. May the Holy
Spirit help us to do so, and may Jesus be nearer and dearer to us
than anyone and anything else, always.

Your brother in Christ
Ephesians 3:8

Ps. By reading the Bible portions mentioned every day, you’ll read
through the whole Bible in one year... You’ll come to see and know the
Lord Jesus as never before! He will become your All...!

February 2006.




“From his innermost being shall flow
[continuously] springs and
rivers of living water...”

“By this He meant the Spirit...”

John 7:37-39; Amplified



May

“Rivers of Living Water...”

John 7:38, KIV

During this month we’ll read through

and learn_from the books of
1 Kings,
2 Kings,
1 Chronicles,
Luke and John.



1 May: When “I” make myself king...
Pray “Lord, may Your kingdom come in all it’s glory and beauty.”
Read 1 Kings 1,2 and Luke 22:54-71

Think + write Isracl was first led by (1) God, then by (2)
Prophets (Moses to Samuel), then by (3) Kings (Saul to Zedekiah),
and then by (4) Priests (Joshua to Caiaphas). The book of 1 Kings
deals with the different kings from Solomon to Ahab. When David
was very old, Adonijah “put ......................... forward and said,
e king’”(1 Kings 1:5). “I” make myself king when..

When Adonijah heard that the Lord had made Solomon king in
David’s place, and realized his sin, he went into the tabernacle of the
Lord and “took hold of the horns of the...................... ”(1:50),
where the blood of the sacrifice was smeared by the priest. Solomon
had mercy on him and said that if he was a ..................... man
(v52)and ......oooiiiii was found in him (v52) he would

Just before he died, David commanded his son Solomon (2:2,3):
* Be strong, be a man (not a mouse!)
* Do what God wants
* Walk in God’s ways; “walk in the paths He shows you” (MSG)
* Keep and do his commands; “Follow the life-map absolutely,
keep an eye out for the signposts, his course for life set
out...”(MSG) for you.
Though Shimei cursed David (2 Sam 16), Solomon had mercy on him
and allowed him to stay in Jerusalem, on one condition: he had to
obey the king by not crossing the Kidron Valley (1 Kings 2:37). He
promised to obey..and obeyed...for 3 years. “BUT three years
later...”(v39) he disobeyed and died (v46). How sad!! If I obey God
for many years, but then disobey Him, I too will die. This is clearly
taught in the Bible, in Ezekiel 18:26. From this I learn that..............

Pray “Father-God, may I always fear You in love and obedience.”
GO + Do what I was told to do - year after year after vear...
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2 May: Who should surrender to who?

Pray “Lord Jesus, thank You for Your amazing love and mercy.”
Read 1 Kings 3-5 and Luke 23:1-26

Think + write During His unfair “trial” Jesus acknowledged
that (1) He is the “..........cooiiiiiiii . ”(Luke 22:70), and
(2) The King...(23:3). He refused to speak a word to Herod, because
Herod refused to listen to God speaking to him through John the Bap-
tist, and because he wanted to see Jesus for the wrong reason (v8).
After Pilate decided to listen to the crowd and to let Jesus be crucified,
he “surrendered Jesus to their will” (23:25b). This is a most amazing
and sad statement. I need to ask myself these questions:
=> Should Jesus be surrendered to “the will of the people” (as we
hear these days in the political world), or should the people sur-
render to the will of Jesus?!
=> Should Jesus surrender to my will, or should I surrender to the
will of Jesus?! Whenever I do not surrender my will to His will,
I crucify Jesus again. Some examples of situations in which I did

When God appeared to king Solomon, he said: “Ask for whatever you
want me to give you”(3:5). If I had a chance, what would I say to the
Lord that LWamt?.... ..o

Solomon asked: “Give your servant...a HEARING HEART” (3:9;Ampl).
If I have a hearing heart I’ll be able to...

* Govern and rule correctly and wisely (v9)

* Discern between good and bad (v9)
While God was pleased with this request of Solomon, and the Bible
says Solomon showed his love for God by walking according to God’s
words, Solomon made an EXCEPTION (3:3)... and ended in horrible
sin. It is true that he that does not love God with ALL does not love
Him at all..., as John Owen said.

Pray “Oh Lord, may there be no exceptions in my love and obedi-
ence to You!”

Go + Do all..., always..., without exception...
7



3 May: How to work for the King
Pray “Lord, thank You for the privilege of working for You!!”
Read 1 Kings 6,7 and Luke 23:27-38

Think + write
I read these beautiful things about how Huram worked for the king:
¢ Hedidallthe work................................ to him (7:14)

¢ He finished all the work he had undertaken for the ...................
(v40). Tome thismeansthat ...,

Solomon also made sure that the work on the temple was “according
to its specifications” (6:38) and ...without noise. ‘“No hammer, chisel
or any other iron tool was heard at the temple site while it was being
built”(6:7). In “His thoughts said...His Father said...”, Amy Carmi-
chael wrote: “...If thou knewest My purpose for thee, thou wouldest
welcome any tool if only it prepared thee quietly and perfectly to fit
into thy place in the house”.

A sad note in the building of the temple for the Lord by Solomon was
that while he spent ................. years to built it (6:38), he took
.................. years (7:1) to build his own palace! Paul said in Philip-
pians 2:21, “For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of
Jesus Christ”!! How sad! Ineed to ask myself: Do I spend more time
on what I consider as “my own things”, than what I spend on what 1
know is “God’s work”? Through this [ learn that.........................

Jesus himself said: “Seek................. His kingdom” (Matthew 6:33).
In Luke 23:26 I see that because of Jesus’ obedience, another person
had to carry his cross. In the same way, if I obey God and do what He
tells me to do, it may cause others (sometimes those close to me) o
have to carry a cross and experience some suffering. [ should NOT
(because of that) try to prevent that from happening, but rather con-
tinue to obey God and let it happen, as Jesus did too (v26).

Pray “Father, may I always obey You, irrespective of what it may
cost me ...or others.”

Go + Do it



4 May: A Covenant of Love!
Pray “Lord, You reached out to me first - [ praise You for that!”

Read 1 Kings 8,9 and Luke 23:39-56
Think + write

Those at the Cross discovered it as the place of
T Redemption......for Mary Magdalene
T Rebuke........... for Mary, the mother of James and John
T Reward........... for Mary, the mother of Jesus
T Responsibility (or privilege)......for John, the beloved disciple
The key verse in and around the life of Solomon is 1 Kings 8:23,
“You...keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue
wholeheartedly in your way”. At the heart of all of Christianity is a
personal, passionate, pure Relationship with God, a “covenant of
love”. In a covenant:
1. The Stronger, the Better takes the initiative to establish an
agreement, a relationship, based on His love...;
2. Promises are made (with conditions); and
3. A fixed agreement is reached (a love relationship is established)
between the two parties. Marriage is a good example of such a
“covenant of love”.
In this covenant-relationship with God, God says I must
v" be careful in all I do - to walk before Him (8:25)
v be aware of the affliction of my own heart (8:38)
v have a heart that is fully committed to Him (v61)
He also says that if I sin
® I'll be defeated by my enemies (v33)
® The heavens will be shut up; there’ll be no rain (v35)
® He’ll be angry with me (v46)
® I’ll become a slave, a prisoner (v46)
Solomon said: “When they sin...for there is .......................... who
does not sin”(v46a), I’ll be forgiven IF 1
+ Have a change of heart (v47)
¢ Repent (v47)
¢ Plead with God in prayer and supplication (v47,48)
¢ Confess my sins (V47)
¢ Turn back to God with all my heart (v48)

Pray “O Lord, thank you for making a covenant of love with me!!”

Go + Do whatis required of my part of the covenant of love.
9



5 May: Sermon-hardened?
Pray “Lord, may I be kept from becoming sermon-hardened!”
Read 1 Kings 10,11 and Luke 24:1-35

Think + write. The Queen of Sheba related to King Solomon
as [ want to (in some aspects) relate to the Lord Jesus (my King):

¢ She came (10:2)... to hear and listen to him...(Matt 12:42)

» She “talked with him about all that she had on her mind”’(v2b)

* She saw his majesty and wisdom and was overwhelmed (v5)

* She received what she asked for (v13)

* She praised him (v8) and his God (v9)

e ..BUT, while SHE left and went back (v13),... I choose to remain
with Jesus and maintain a pure, personal relationship with Him. Jesus
said: “The Queen of the South will rise at the judgment with the men of
this generation, and condemn them; for she came from the ends of the
earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now One greater than Solo-
mon is here” - the Lord Jesus Himself!! (Luke 11:31). How is my per-
sonal relationship with Jesus today? 1 can describe it as..................

When the disciples who were on their way to Emmaus heard Jesus and
saw Him, there hearts were changed and started to burn within them

Solomon sadly became sermon-hardened. He heard the word of the
Lord (9:4), but he did not do it!! (11:10) He knew that he was NOT
allowed to go back to Egypt in any way, have many horses, many
riches and many (or foreign) wives (11:2), BUT... he got for himself:
12 000 horses (4:26;10:26), horses and a wife from Egypt (10:28;3:1),
700 wives and 300 concubines... “and his wives led him
astray”(11:3,9). How terrible! How foolish! How rotten! How mad
(morally)! Despite the Warning he received (9:1-9), his Work (9:10-
19), his Wisdom (10:1-9), and his Wealth (10:10-29), he died Without
God’s blessing, in disgrace... If this could happen to the “wisest” man
on earth (at one stage), it can happen to anyone, also me - except if 1
stay in Jesus!!!

’

Pray “Father, please help me to hear and obey - always...’

10



6 May: Power to Preach
Pray “Lord, may Your word reach all the nations!”
Read 1 Kings 12,13 and Luke 24:36-53

Think + write To be able o understand the Scriptures, Jesus
hadto ..ooei (Luke 24:45). Ialso
need Jesus to do that for me, daily. The 2 disciples on the road to Em-
maus changed from having downcast hearts (v17) and unbelieving
hearts (v25), to having burning hearts (v32). They were then tested
and approved (v28), they saw Jesus Himself (v31), and were trans-
formed to become jubilant, witnessing worshippers and workers of
Jesus (v33). He said the following will be preached to all nations:
B ettt ettt ettt ere e (v47) and
B et ettt et et re e b r e (v47). Whenever this
is not preached and emphasized, and practiced, things go wrong
in a person’s life and in a church. Furthermore, Jesus said:
“Stay...until you have been clothed with .............cceeviirviiiirennnnn,

Because of Solomon’s sins, the kingdom of Israel was split into two -
the 2 Southern Tribes were ruled by Rehoboam and the 10 Northern
Tribes were ruled by Jeroboam, both evil men. Rehoboam was arro-
gant (12:1-20) and harsh (v13), while Jeroboam became an idol-
worshipper (12:28) who did things in his own way, not God’s way
(v33). Atatime like this, “a man of God” (13:1) was sent...
* He was not known by name...
* He was sent “through the word of the Lord”(v1)
* He spoke “by the word of the Lord”(v2)
» He spoke the truth boldly, irrespective of persons (v2)
* He interceded for those who were against him and God’s word(v6)
* God answered his prayer (v6)
* He obeyed God more than the king...!!(v8,9)
* BUT...he was deceived by another old prophet who lied to him
(v18). As a consequence, he obeyed that man and disobeyed
God ...and was killed by a lion (v24). From this I learn that.........

Pray “Father, may we always listen to You above all...”
Go + Do what I'm told by God to do - faithfully, fully.
11



Why?

1.

[ Keep a
Personal

iy

Adapted from “Spiritual Disciplines
for the Christian Life” by Donald S.
Whitney.

It helps me to meditate/think on God’s Word.

2. It helps me to understand and evaluate myself and others

(98]

and what happens in life better.

It helps me to express my thoughts and feelings to God.

It helps me to remember God’s words (from my Time
Alone with Him or from sermons), works & dealings with
me (Ps 77:11-12).

. It helps in creating and preserving a spiritual heritage (Ps

102:18) and to raise up a “monument of God’s faithful-
ness” in my life.

It helps in clarifying and articulating insights and impres-
sions and prayers (in writing).

It helps in monitoring goals and priorities and books read.

. It helps to order and maintain the other spiritual disciplines

(for godliness - 1 Tim 4:7) in my life.

How?

Use a small notebook or a diary with dates for every day
Keep it with your Bible

Try to write every day

Write at least one sentence a day

Persevere in the Discipline of thinking and writing what
happens to me and what I learn. ... to God’s glory.

15
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7 May: A Wicked Grandmother
Pray “Lord, may our lives be robustly for You.”
Read 1 Kings 14,15 and John 1:1-28

Think + write Mostofthe kings of Israel and Judah were
wicked and did not walk with God like David did. For instance, God
said to Jeroboam:

* “You have done more evil than all who lived before you...”(14:9)
* “You have...thrust Me behind your back”(v9). This means that......

But, King Asa “did what was right in the eyes of the Lord” (15:11).

e “Hisheart was ............ccoevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiann, to the Lord” (v14)

*“He.......oeene. the male shrine prostitutes from the land” (15:12)

* He “got rid of all the idols” (v12)

e “He even deposed his grandmother...from her position as queen
mother” (v13) because of her idolatrous immorality. Though she
was old, she put up a repulsive Asherah pole (for a demon god of
sex and fertility). Even today I find some old people (and young
people) who are worshipping filth by watching programs or
“soapies” on the TV that glamorize lust, deception and immoral liv-
ing! They drink in Hollywood or Bollywood or Mollywood! But
Asa got rid of the Asherah pole. He cut it down and burned it. Why
not do the same with your TV?! .. Here is a question: If your
grandmother or grandfather does evil and worships demon gods
and tells you to do worldly things or to eat food sacrificed to idols
or watch TV with them, will you listen to them or will you depose
them from their position as “queen” or “king” in the family?!

There is no one like Jesus!! I know from John 1:1-11 that He was in
the beginning; He was with God; He was (and is) God; He made all
things. In Him was (and is) life and light. He came to His own...but
Hisowndid ..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiin, ''(vllb). This is incom-
prehensibly sad. “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed
in His name, He gave the right to become children of God...”(1:12).
I need to ask myself: “Can I say... I have received Jesus into my
heart and life? I believe (I obediently trust in and rely on) His

Pray “Oh Father, thank You for making me Your child!!”

GO + Do what is fit for God’s child to do.
13



8 May: I have found...!
Pray “Oh Lord, may each one who reads this find You too!”
Read 1 Kings 16-18 and John 1:29-51

Think + write. Ircad that “The Word became flesh and made
his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory... full of grace and
truth” (John 1:14). This is wonderful! Now Jesus wants my life to
become like that too...

When John saw Jesus, he said:

= “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin_of the
world!”(1:29). Isn’t this exciting?! Jesus came to take away all
sins - the sins of the whole world!! All my sins too!! Hallelujah!
Of course, this applies only to those who obey Him when they
repent, confess their sins, stop their sins and trust in His sacrifice
on the cross for them.

= He will “baptize with the Holy Spirit” (v33). To be baptized into
His Spirit, into His life - how wonderful!

Jesus said (1:43): “Follow Me”!... Those who obeyed and followed

Him could soon say: “We have found...”! (1:45). Oh, may each one

of us be able to say that too!! King Baasha and his whole family could

not say that and were destroyed, because of...

1. The sins he had committed (1 Kings 16:13), and because of
2. The sins he caused others to commit. This is serious. Jesus also

said, “Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe
to that person through whom they come. It would be better for him
to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than
for him to cause one of these little ones to sin” (Luke 17:2). Ican
cause Someone t0 SIN DY......coviiiiiiiiiii i eeee e

Elijah challenged the people and said: “How long will you waver be-
tween two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal is
God, follow him. But the people said nothing...” (1 Kings 18:21)

Pray “Father, I choose You and to follow You with all my heart”
Go +Do it

14



“Oh, that You would rend the

heavens and come down...!”
Is 64:1

15



9 May: Do it...!
Pray “Lord, whatever You say to me (please help me) I'll do it!”
Read 1 Kings 19,20 and John 2

Think + write. During the wedding in Cana, Mary said to the
servants: “......... whatever He tells you” (John 2:5). In the Amplified
version | read: “Whatever He says to you, DO IT.” This is the only
way to live to God’s glory. I know God told ME to do the following:

hlah was a man that lived like this. God used him.

v He served the Lord (1 Kings 17:1)

v He did whatever God told him to do (17:3,5;18:1;etc)

v' His Faith and obedience were practical

v He received Food from heaven (17:6)

v' He Fearlessly faced 850 satanic prophets of Baal and Asherah
(18:19) and a whole nation of fence-sitting, passive people (v21b)

v God answered his prayer with Fire from heaven (18:24,38) and

v' With a Flood from heaven, after 3 years of drought (18:41,45)

v But... he also Failed the Lord through Fear, and Fled from Jezebel
(19:3), until he was strengthened again by the Lord and again

v Experienced Fellowship from heaven with God (19:11-18) and

v He called and trained another Follower of God to take his place in
the service of the Lord - Elisha (19:19-21).

It is of interest to note that Elijah failed on his “strong” point. He was

fearless and became fearful. Many Christians fail on their strong

points. Moses did, Abraham did, David did, Peter did. Oswald Cham-

bers said: “An_unguarded strength is a double weakness”. 1 should

always remember this and strengthen my weaknesses and guard my

strengths (in the Lord). This is extremely important!

Some of my weaknesses Some of my strengths

Pray “Father, please be my Strength.”
Go + Do ali to guard my strengths and strengthen my weaknesses.
16



“O”-Stones

of David destroy giants. ..

Discover God's Will
Desire ... Want (feeling) ,‘ Ay

Decision ... Will

Deeds ‘DO IT” ... Works. A | ati i
Determination

@“’Ctpﬁne ...continuance; accountability
Dependence upon God

Destination!! ... His destination...

17
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Jesus s9id:
“You must be born 9gatn..”
“You have to be born from sbove”

“.born of the Spirit”
Johh 3:35.7

...to
a
BUTTERFLY!

[£ NOT, 2 person will NOT see
the kingdom of God..
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10 May: Let’s go for God!

Pray “Lord, may none of us hear Your word and not respond!”
Read 1 Kings 21,22 and John 3:1-21

Think + write. When God calls us He usually tests us to see if
we are serious and fully surrendered to follow Him. After Elisha was
called, it seemed as if Elijah gave him a cold shoulder, but he was
NOT put off (1 Kings 19:20b). I see that...
* FElisha was rich (he had 12 pairs of oxen for plowing) (v19)
* He was hardworking
* When called, he was ready to respond and go immediately
» He slaughtered his oxen (v21)
* He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat (v21). He
made a complete end of what he was busy with...
* He gave it to the people to eat - a feast! For him, to surrender all
to Jesus was not a funeral, but a feast!! What about me?!
» He set out to follow Elijah. He did not say he’ll follow, he did it!
* He became his attendant, his servant...!!! (v21; 2 Kings 3:11).
* We can say that Elisha said what Ahab told Ben-Hadad: “Just as
you say, my lord the king. I and all I have are yours” (20:4) !!
Do all that I have belong to Jesus? All? Really? Do [ belong to Je-
sus? My time? My talents? “My” money? “My” belongings? My
music? My body? My heart? .............ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiins.

If I set free what I am supposed to kill, I'll die! (20:42)

Jehoshaphat built a fleet of trading ships to fetch gold, “but they
never set sail” (22:48), they were wrecked in the harbor!! So many
Christians have been called by God to carry the golden Gospel, but
they never went, because they were wrecked in the harbor, at home.
TOoMmeE, thiS MEANS. . ..coie ettt e,

Elisha was different, he went, even if it was just to be a servant!!! Je-
sus also made it clear that no one can see the kingdom of God (John
3:3) or enter the kingdom of God (v5) or serve in the kingdom of God,
unless he is born again, born from above (v5)...

Pray “Father, thank You for Your love!”
Go + Do what Elisha did. Why not ?2!!
19



“And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert [on a pole],

so must [so it is necessary that] the Son of Man be lifted up
[on the cross], [Num.21:9.] In order that everyone who believes

in Him [who cleaves to Him, trusts Him, and relies on Him]
may not perish, but have eternal life and [actually] live forever!

For GOD so greatly LOVED and dearly prized the world

that He [even] GAVE up His only begotten (unique) SON,
so that WHOEVER believes in
(trusts in, clings to, relies on) HIM
shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost)
but have eternal (everlasting) life.”
John 3:14-16 (The Amplified version)

20



11 May: Continue to believe...
Pray “Lord, may my faith in You be fresh every day.”
Read 2 Kings 1-3 and John 3:22-36

Think + write According to Jesus’ words in John 3:14 and 16,
“everyone Who .............cooeeeennn in Him may have eternal life”. In
the original language it says: “Everyone who continues to believe in
Him” will be saved... The emphasis is on the fact that we need to
CONTINUE to believe in the Lord Jesus. George MacDonald said:
“To believe in Him is to give ourselves up to Him in obedience, to
search out His will and do it”!! This is absolutely true. There is no
faith (or “believing”) without obedience... and there is no obedience
without faith. Jesus further said: “Whoever believes in Him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned al-
ready...”(John 3:18). “This is the verdict: Light has come into the
world, but men ... instead of light because
their deeds are evil”(v19), “but whoever lives by the truth comes into
the light”(v21a). In the original language it reads: “He that doeth truth

I need to ask myself: Did I start to believe in Jesus? Do I continue to

believe in Him? Do I have eternal life? Am I saved? Am I born
again? Am I a child of God? Do I love darkness? Do I live by the

John the Baptist described himself as

* A voice crying and calling in the wilderness (Mark 1:3)

* A friend of the Bridegroom (Jesus) (John 3:29) - the Bridegroom’s
“best man” who has one desire - to see the Bridegroom and the
bride be united in faithful love.

* One who waits and listens for Him and hears His voice

* One who is full of joy when he hears the voice of Jesus...(v29)

* One who says: “He must become greater, I must become less”

Pray “Lord Jesus, may You increase and may I decrease.”
Go + Do as John did.
21



“There are also large numbers of God’s children today, who have defi-
nitely received the Holy Spirit as a Person, and who do know Him, but
they have no POWER FOR SERVICE. They have fulfilled the con-
ditions for His indwelling in an absolute surrender to God to do His
will; in the cleansing of the heart from the love of sin, and in faithful
obedience up to light: with the resulting ‘fruit of the Spirit...love, joy,
peace.” But to them it has meant inward victory, and fellowship with
God, with very little change in power for aggressive SERVICE.”

“There is, then, an ‘enduement of power’, or a ‘baptism of the Spirit’,
or a ‘Fullness of the Spirit’,... and infilling of the Spirit that has to do
with service for God rather than with the personal life of fellowship
with Him, and victory over sin.”

Jessie Penn-Lewis

“...every believer is expected to be full of the Holy Ghost”

“...every individual believer must be educated into the full conscious-
ness that to be filled with the Holy Ghost is an absolute necessity for a
life truly fruitful and well-pleasing to God”

Andrew Murray

22




12 May: Spirit-filled Service

Pray “Lord, may we go through all that’s needed, for You to do all
that’s needed in us.”

Read 2 Kings 4,5 and John 4:1-30

Think + write Itisof great significance to trace the steps and
to follow the path that Elisha walked to receive a double portion of the
Spirit of God that was on Elijah (2:9). These are Steps of preparation
for Spirit-filled service. The road went “down”, “down, “down”...
(since the road “down” is the road “up”!). 1t led through:

% Gilgal (2:1; See Joshua 5:8,9): where God rolled away the
reproach of Egypt. It speaks of the place where my sins are
taken away, the place of forgiveness of sins.

% Bethel (2:2; See Gen 28:19,22): the place of experiencing
God’s presence; the place of fellowship with God.

% Jericho (2:4; See Joshua 6:20): the place of experiencing
God’s fireedom and supernatural power for victory.

% The Jordan river (2:6; See Matt 3:13): the place of baptism;
the place of death to sin, self and society (and all else).

Unless I have passed through the place of forgiveness of my sins, fel-
lowship with God, freedom from strongholds in my life, victory, and
death to self and sin, I cannot experience the fullness of the Holy
Spirit - through faith (Gal 3:2). From the widow of one of the proph-
ets (in 2 Kings 4) I learn the Secret of the Continued Fullness of the
Holy Spirit. In response to the Word of the Lord (through Elisha), as
long as (1) There was an empty jar (v6), and (2) She kept pouring out
(v5,6), the oil (of the Holy Spirit) kept flowing. It is the same in my

Jesus “had to go through Samaria” (Luke 4:4) to meet and lead the
woman at the well to Salvation. Through this episode I see:

* The Commission of our Father in heaven

* The Compulsion of the Holy Spirit, and

* The Compassion of Jesus Christ
Although He was tired, He beautifully led her away from her human
wells (of empty loves) to the Heavenly well (of Living waters).

Pray “Father, teach me to worship You in spirit and in truth.”

Go + Do as Jesus did to point others away from sin to the Savior.
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13 May: Don’t loose out!

Pray “Lord, teach us Your ways, also Your ways of training us.’
Read 2 Kings 6-8 and John 4:31-54

Think + write 12 Kings 5 (in contrast to Elisha’s Shining
Spirituality), I see Gehazi’s Leprous Spirituality, his lost opportunity:

* Gehazi’s exemplary Leader in Servant hood - Elisha (3:11)

* Lessons in Serving (4:38,12,26,29,36)

¢ Life in Sharing (4:11,12)

* Lust versus Simplicity (5:20,26) and contentedness

¢ Lying in Spiritual things (5:22,25)

* Leprosy in Solitude and Separation (5:27) - how sad!
Contrary to Elisha, Gehazi lost his opportunity to become a Spirit-
filled servant of the Lord, because of lust and lying. God also engi-
neers situations in my life to teach me and train me for His service. I

’

From the episode about the Lost Ax-head (6:1-7) 1 learn that even after
a Revival in my life (2 Kings 6:1) I may loose something precious. If I
have lost Peace, the Presence of the Lord, Purity, Power over sin, self
and Satan, ...it can be recovered again - by revealing where I lost it
(confession of sin) and by the Cross of Christ (v6b). Praise the Lord!
Lrecently 1OSt. ..o v

Whenever the enemy was near, Elisha warned the king, “Beware of
passing that place” (6:9). Asaresult, “Hewas .......................oel
.................... in such places”(6:10) and the enemy could not harm
him. This is a wonderful lesson! I must be on my guard in regard to
the places God has warned me about! For example, He warned me

Jesus said: “The true worshippers will worship the Father (not the

singers or the musicians) in ..................... and in truth” (John 4:23),
and NOT in the flesh! He said: “My food is to ................. the will of
Him who sentme and to ........................... His work™ (4:34).

Pray “Father, I want to worship You in Spirit and in truth.”
Go + Do the will of my Father and finish His work on earth!
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Some extracts from

“Worthy of Worship”

by Sammy Tippit

No worship is wholly pleasing to God until there is nothing in me displeas-
ing to God. (A.W. Tozer)

“I've met people from many of the great world religions. It's been interesting
to note the difference in the principles of Christian worship of other religious
groups. At first glance their worship appears to be very similar. But upon ex-
amination, it's clear that it's quite different. The foundation of the worship of
the great world religions is performance. Christian worship begins with God.
Religion begins with the efforts of man. Christianity is God reaching down to
man. Religion is man's attempt to reach up to God.

True Christian worship doesn't originate from the outside. It originates
from the innermost part of our being. True worship springs forth from the
heart that has been graced by God. For there to be true worship, there must be
a spiritual rebirth in the innermost part of our lives. Jesus said, "God is spirit,
and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth" (John 4:24).

Herein lies the great difference between religious worship and true Christian
worship: Religious worship originates in the flesh, or in the outer man.
Christian worship originates in the Spirit, or in the innermost man. Reli-
gious worship is based on human performance. Christian worship is a work of
the grace of God in the heart of man. Religious worship attempts to build an
inward relationship with God by outward works. Christian worship is a result
of an inward relationship with God where the Spirit of God freely flows out-
ward, producing works of God's righteousness. Religious worship honors the
worshiper. Christian worship honors the One worshipped. Religious worship
compares itself to the worship of others. Christian worship sees only the glory
of Jesus.

Much worship today among Christians is religious but not spiritual. The
worshipper goes through the outward motions of worship but has lost the free
flow of the Spirit of God through his life.

Some think spiritual worship is spontaneous in nature. Others think it should
be highly organized and very disciplined. Some feel spiritual worship should
be characterized by loud shouts of "Amen." Others think true worship is quiet
and meditative. Some like to lift up their hands. Others find that distracting.
However, I've met people in each of these categories who are deeply spiritual
in their worship of Jesus Christ. And I have met others in each category who

o
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are merely performing a religious duty of worship.

During the revival of the Hebrides Islands in the 1950s, many believers com-
mitted themselves to Psalm 24, an expression of God's directive for worship.
The Psalmist begins with a question, "Who may ascend into the hill of the
Lord? And who may stand in His holy place?" (Ps. 24:3). He answers that
question by saying that for a man or a woman to be a frue worshiper he or
she must meet three requirements....First, that person must have clean
hands.... Second, the psalmist says we must have a pure heart....Finally, the
psalmist says we must use our tongues to glorify God (Psalm 24:4)... That is
the person who can stand in the place of worship.

There are three primary characteristics of music in relationship to worship.
First, it affords the Christian a response to the biblical revelation of God. A
thorough study of the great hymns of the Christian faith will guide us to men
and women who had a glimpse of the character of God. But music is far more
than a response to a revelation of God's attributes. It's also an expression of
worship and thanksgiving for the transformed life that an encounter with God
produces. It's a means of testimony to the works of God in the heart of man.
The third characteristic of the music of worship is that it's an instrument by
which we acknowledge the ways of God. God's character is often discovered
in the drama of human sorrow and pain.

Music is a vehicle. In itself, it isn't worship. It's rather a means by which the
believer transports the deepest feelings of his heart to the heart of God. It's a
method of expression of our love for God. The method, however, must never
replace the essence of worship....We need continually to remind ourselves of
our basic cautions concerning the music of worship.... First, we must guard
ourselves against the familiarity of music.... Second, true worship is rooted in
the grace of God rather than in the performance of man. Therefore, we must
be careful never to allow our music simply to be a showcase for our talent.
The objective of true worship is the glory of God - never the greatness of our
gifts. Music is an art that should be finely tuned to express the beauty and
majesty of God.... The third caution concerning music is in regard to cultural
misunderstanding. The one source of Christian unity should be the worship of
Jesus Christ ... Finally, music must never replace the priority of the Scrip-
tures in worship...

There must be a balance in our worship between God's revelation and the
heart's response to that revelation. Such worship will be not only music in the
heart but also music in heaven.” (Sammy Tippit)

No worship is wholly pleasing to God until there is
nothing in me displeasing to God. (A.W. Tozer)
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14 May: Do you want to get well?!
Pray “Lord, I want to get well and remain well - to Your glory.”
Read 2 Kings 9-11 and John 5:1-24

Think + write Jesus asked an amazing question to a man that
was an invalid for 38 long years: “Do_you want to get well?”! (John
5:6). Why did He ask that question? I think it’s because:

I need to firstly ask myself: “Am I well or not?” “Am I spiritually
healthy or do I have a dis-ease in my life?” If [ am not well, I need to
then ask myself: “Do I really want to get well?!”

* Do I really want to stop gossiping?

* Do I really want to never waste time again with computer games?

* Do I really want to stop flirting?

* Do I really want to never sin again by looking at romance and sex

films or TV programs?

* Do I really want to stop disobeying my parents?

* Do I really want to stop listening to worldly “Christian” music?!
If I really want to get well, I’ll
» Call to the Lord (Jer 33:3,6-8) with all my heart
» Turn to the Lord (Is 6:10b and Hosea 5:13-15;6:1)
» Expose and confess my sins (Hosea 7:1,2 and James 5:16)
» Receive and obey the Word of God (Ps 110:20;Prov 4:20-22;3:5-8)
After Jesus healed this man, He said (in John 5:14): “See, you are well
again. ”. This is clear! Jesus
came to make people (including me) well. This is wonderful! I need
to remember what I read yesterday: “We’re not doing right. This is a
day of good news and we are keeping it to ourselves... Let’s go at
once and report this...”( 2 Kings 7:9).

Jehu was filled with zeal for the Lord (2 Kings 10:16). At one stage
in his life he lived like “mad” for the Lord, as we should (9:20). Since
Ahab and Jezebel did terrible evil in the land (through Idolatry, Im-
morality and Witchcraft), God’s judgment came on them. In accor-
dance with the word of the Lord, Jehu killed everyone from that family
(10:11). “He left NO survivor”(v14).

Pray “Lord, may I too kill every sin in my life - through You.”
Go + Do what Jehu did - Ieave NO surviving sin in my life.
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Jezebel or Jesus?!

“Jezebel” was a specific person in the Old Testament (a wicked
queen), as well as a specific sinful person in a New Testament church
of Thyatira. But, “Jezebel” also represents a specific “spirit” that
works in and behind many women (and some men)... This “Jezebel
spiri” is RECOGNIZED BY the following features:

@ Controlling, ruling over, dominating and manipulating of her hus-
band and others. She “wears the pants” in the home (and outside!)
She wants to take part in activities that are appropriate for men...

@ “Without Co-habitation” is the one meaning of her name. She’s
“un-husbanded”, with a spirit of independence. She can’t function
well under authority...

W Catering for the flesh and immorality. “She painted her eyes, ar-
ranged her hair and looked out of a window” (2 Kings 9:30).

# Compromise: mixing the immoral worship of Asherah (a sex and
fertility “god”) and Baal with the people of God (1 Kings 19:14-18)

@ Cuts off and is Critical of true men of God. She hates repentance,
holiness preaching, and male authority. She killed hundreds such
men of God (1 Kings 18:4)

@ Covetousness and lies and flatteries (See 1 Kings 21:1-7)

@ Calling herself a prophetess, assuming leadership; pride... (Rev 2)

W “She teaches”; she wants others under her influence; she wants to
be the center of attraction...

# Compromise in teaching things that lead to sexual immorality and
the eating of food sacrificed to idols. She says: “It’s no problem to
eat Halaal foods™; “It’s no problem to eat food sacrificed to idols™...

@ She leads others astray; she’s seductive (Proverbs 6:25;5:3;7:10);
she attracts men like a honey-pot attracts bees and like filth attracts
flies!

The Lord Jesus came to set us free from this spirit of Jezebel! This
is wonderful! 1f we are Honest, Humble and Hungry for His working
and life in us, we’ll experience His help! We need to (1) Recognize
the presence of this spirit, (2) Repent, (3) Renounce, Reject and Re-
buke it in Jesus Name, (4) Receive deliverance prayer where needed,
(5) Be Restored in a new, right Relationship with Jesus - to His glory!




Some of the Faces of Jezebel

+ In India (and across the world): Kali
+ In Phoenicia: Astarte or Ashtoreth

In Babylon: Ishtar (daughter of the Moon

“g0d”), where the heathen word “Easter” comes from!!
This sex and fertility “god” is the one honored with the
selling and buying of “Easter eggs”...

In Rome: Venus

¢ In Greece: Aphrodite and Artemis
+ Dianna of Ephesus (Acts 19) - the official goddess of

Wicca today...

+ Historically: Lilith (night monster: Isaiah 34:14;NASB)

*

® 6 & ¢ ¢ o o o

*

It is

Herodias (who manipulated Herod) and her daughter, who
danced and demanded the head of John the Baptist.
Delilah, who deceived and destroyed Samson

The “White Witch” in “The Chronicles of Narnia”...
Historically: Cleopatra

The “Queen of heaven” (Isaiah 47)

“The woman on the Beast” (Rev 17)

“The mother of prostitutes” (Rev 17:5)

The women in Proverbs 2,5,6 & 7...

Any ‘“normal-looking” woman with the characteristics
mentioned on the previous page...

The spirit behind and in the Feminist Movement, etc. ..
the same SPIRIT (a specific demonic personality) who

worked in all the above-mentioned people or “gods”,... and who
presented itself with a different emphasis (or “face”) in each one.
Sometimes as an aggressive, manipulative, controlling, under-
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mining spirit ...other times “shy”, “wounded”, “insecure”, but
seductive and immoral...

The tood News Is...
Jesis came lo sel yoil free!

Allow Him - Ask Him!



15 May: How to overcome Jezebel?!
Pray “Lord, may Your children be victorious over Jezebel!”
Read 2 Kings 12-14 and John 5:25-47

Think + write Ahab and his son Ahaziah were evil kings over
Israel and were killed, because of that (2 Kings 9:27). Then Athaliah,
the wicked mother of Ahaziah “proceeded to destroy the whole royal
family” (11:1). She acted and ruled in the same spirit as Jezebel! But,
God ensured a survivor from the royal line (Joash), hid him, protected
him and crowned him as king at the right time (11:12) - when he was
only 7 years old! If I want to make sure that the “Jezebel
spirit” (working through whoever) does not rule over me and con-
quer me and destroy me, I need to take careful note how Athaliah
(and that spirit) was overcome. I need to:

1. “Stay close to the king wherever he goes” (2 Kings 11:8)

2. “Put to the sword anyone who follows her” (v15)
From this I learn that I should:

L
PP
When this spirit is slain, the city of “Mansoul” (as John Bunyan wrote
of in “The Holy War”) willbe ....................ooe (2 Kings 11:20).

In this war against sin, temptation and the spirits of darkness, [ need to

be very careful, because:

= VICTORY can be Decreased - through Passivity or half-heartedness
(See Jehoash’s behavior in 2 Kings 13:18-19).

= VICTORY can be Defeated—through Pride (See Amaziah’s behav-
ior in 2 Kings 14:10).

I want to say and live as Jesus lived and said.:

* “I, too, am working” (John 5:17), like “My Father”

* “By myself I can do nothing” (John 5:30;19)

* “I seek not to please myself” (v30)

* “Iseek...to please...Him who sent me” (v30)

* “I seek not mine own will” (v30;KJV)

¢ “I seek...the will of the Father which hath sent me”’(v30;KJV)
In this way, I also want to be “a _burning and a shining light”, like
Jesus and John (v35;KJV). Isobel Kuhn said: “There can be no light
unless something is spent; it costs to shine”!!

Pray “Father, help me to pay the price to shine like Jesus & John”
Go + Do asJohn did, through36he Holy Spirit.



16 May: Don’t waste!
Pray “Lord, help me not to waste Your life.”
Read 2 Kings 15-17 and John 6:1-21

Think + write After Jesus multiplied the 5 loaves and 2 small
fish to feed 5 000 men (and the thousands of women and children who
were with them), He said: “Let_nothing be wasted’ (John 6:12b). 1
realize that I waste if I:

The Lord Jesus doesn’t want me to waste food or money or clothes or
cool drink or sandwiches or time or energy, or efforts of others to help
me, or His sacrifice and life, or my life in this world... The Israelites
wasted God’s love and grace towards them. They again ended up as
slaves, this time in Assyria (2 Kings 17:6), because....
* They sinned against the Lord (17:7)
* They worshipped other gods (v7)
They followed the practices of the nations (v8), the world!
They followed the (wrong) practices of their kings (v8)
They secretly did things that were not right (v9)
They would not listen when God spoke to them (v14)
They were stiff-necked and proud (v14)
They did not trust in the Lord (v14)
They followed worthless idols and themselves became worthless
(v15). “They lived a ‘nothing’ life and became ‘nothings’ - just
like the pagan peoples all around them” (The Message)
This teaches me that Idolatry leads to
® Idleness (passivity),
Q@ Immorality and
Q@ Inferiority.....
I have feelings of inferiority when...............c.oooiiiiii .

Many people suffer from feelings of inferiority, insecurity, self
consciousness, worthlessness (17:15) and (collectively often called)...
“rejection”. Though much can and should be said about it, for now
we can just say that all these things are properly spelled: “P-R-I-D-E”.
In one way or the other it is still the “Self” on the throne...

Pray “Father, help me not to waste ‘my’ life!!”
Go + Do what will make it worthwhile and in God’s will.



17 May: Worthless or Worthy?!
Pray “Lord, my worth is in Your will.”
Read 2 Kings 18,19 and John 6:22-44
Think + write

The Roots of worthlessness and inferiority are

» Pride and the

» Powers of darkness (2 Kings 17:15).
Put in other words: behind the worthless idols are worthless demons
(1Co 10:19,20) that cause people to wrongly feel and think that they
are worthless people, which is a lie. I will become like what [ worship.
God says: “Rather, ......................... the Lord your God; it is He
who will deliver you from the hand of all your enemies” (2 Kings
17:39). “They worshipped the Lord, BUT they also...”(v32); “They
worshipped the Lord, BUT they also...”(v33). To me this means that:

If I say I “worship” God, but I still do my “own thing”...; if I say 1
“worship” God, but I also do things that are not pleasing to God, my
worship is worthless!!

God says that there was never a king like Hezekiah over Judah:
* He trusted in the Lord (18:5)
* He held fast to the Lord (v6)
He did not cease to follow Him (v6)
He kept the commands of the Lord (v6)
The Lord was with him (v7)
He was successful in whatever he undertook (v7)
He prayed for deliverance “so that all...on earth may know that you
alone, O Lord, are God” (19:19). God’s glory was his motive!

Many people ask: “What work must we do to do the work of God?”
Jesus said: “This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom
He has sent...”(John 6:29). In George MacDonald’s words, “...t0 be-
lieve in Him is to give ourselves up to Him in obedience, to search
out His will and do it”!!

Pray “Father, I want to pray like Jesus: ‘For I have come... not to
do my will but to do the will of Him who sent me..." Amen!”

Go + Do His will. 32



Seeing Jesus!

The Importance of Seeing Jesus... with my spiritual eyes

Jesus said: “For this is My Father's will and His purpose, that everyone
who sees the Son and believes in ..Him should have eternal
life” (John 6:40;Ampl). Seeing Jesus brings Conviction (Is 6:1,5),
Repentance (Job 42:5,6), Broken-heartedness (Luke 23:48), Trans-
formation (2 Co 3:18), a Stopping from doing sin (1 John 3:6b), Joy
(John 20:19,20)... So we see that there is NO salvation without
“seeing Jesus”!! This is very important. True Christianity is a Revela-
tion of Christ (seeing Him) and a Relationship with Him!

What can Hinder me from Seeing Jesus?

(1) People (Luke 19:1-3);

(2) Sin (Heb 12:14), including adulterous eyes (Job 24:15), proud eyes
(Matt 11:25), critical eyes (Matt 7:3-5), worldly eyes (John
14:19), lukewarm eyes (Rev 3:16-18), rebellious, willful eyes (2
Co 4:4-6); and

(3) Satan (2 Co 4:3,4)...

What can I do to See Jesus? e would

(1) Desire to see Him (John 12:21;Ampl) %60 Jocu

(2) Do something and ask for help

(3) Desperately seek Him (Jer 29:11-13 and
Luke 19:1-6..”He wanted desperately
to see Jesus...”;MSG.)

(4) Cry out to God (Matt 20:29-34; 2 Kgs 6:17)

(5) Obey God now (John 9:1,6,7,39)

(6) Remove all hindrances

(7) Be born again (John 3:3); and

(8) Faith (Luke 4:18-21)...

Roy Hession

“Have you seen the One my heart loves?”

Song of Songs 3:3

“It is enough to see Jesus and to go on seeing Him”

Roy Hession




18 May: For God’s Spirit to work...
Pray “Lord, please work by Your Holy Spirit!”
Read 2 Kings 20-22 and John 6:45-71

Think + write Jesussaid: “The .............. IVeS.. .o,
the flesh counts for nothing” (John 6:63), it “profiteth nothing” (KJV)
“human power is of no use at all” (GNB). This means that unless the
Spirit of God works in my personal life, everything (ALL human ef-
forts and willpower and muscle) is of NO use!! Since this is true, it
means that....... ... .
For the Spirit of God to work in my life, 1 need to:

T Be thirsty (John 7:37)

1 Believe in Jesus (John 7:38)... “as the Scripture has said...”

T Repent (Acts 2:38)
Jesus also said: “The words I have spoken to .............. are spirit and
they are life” (v63). Some of the specific words that the Lord has
spoke to ME in my life are the following:

The Lord said to Hezekiah (and He is saying the same words to ME):
“Put your_house in order, because you are going to die...” (2 Kings
20:1). In the light of these words of God, I need to ask myself:

= Is my house (my life, my heart, my room, my cupboards) in order?
= Am I ready to meet God at His judgment seat?

= Am [ ready to die?

To be able to say “Yes” to these questions, Ineedto ......................

After Hilkiah found “the Book” of God’s words (22:8), it was read to
king Josiah. When he heard it, as a young man, (1) he tore his robes,
(2) he wept in God’s presence, (3) his heart responded, (4) he humbled
himself, and (5) he sought to understand the meaning and the implica-
tions of it for him and for the people (v11,19). In short: he put his
house in order!! How many young people respond to God’s word
like that?!

Pray “Lord, please speak to me!”
Go + Do just as Josiah did as a young man...
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19 May: The Key...
Pray “Lord, show us the key to knowledge...”
Read 2 Kings 23-25 and John 7:1-31

Think + write 1 can sometimes do the right thing at the wrong
time, which is not good. Jesus said: “The right time for me has not yet
come; for you any time is right” (John 7:6), which means that:

® There is a right time to do something, and

® There’s a wrong time to do something, and

® “Any time” is a wrong time..., but

& God’s time to do something is always right...!
The Key of Knowing is found in John 7:17 where Jesus said: “If any-
one chooses (wills) to do God’s will, he will find out (know)...”. This
means that if anyone:

v’ Wants to (Desires to)...do the will of God

v’ Wills to (Decides to)...do the will of God

v Works (Does) the will of God... he’ll KNOW...
George Macdonald said: “If we DO what He tells us, His light will go
up in our hearts...”, and “...only as I did my duty would light go up in
my heart”. Obedience is the opener of the eyes! Jesus asked the
crowd (John 7:23b): “..why are you angry with me for healing
the.......oooiiiis man”? Jesus is the only One who can heal the
whole man, the whole woman! He heals me physically, psychologi-
cally and spiritually. He heals my body, my emotions, my thoughts,
my decision-making, my memories, my spirit, my relationship with
Him, myself and with others... He is my Doctor!! He is my “G.P.” -
my Great Physician.

There was no king who turned to the Lord as Josiah did (2 Kings
23:25). He repented (turned and changed):
e Withallhis............. ,allhis ............ ,andall his ..............
* In accordance with all the Word of God (v25)
After him, his son, Jehoahaz became king - but reigned for only 3
months (v31), because of his evil Heart and evil Heritage (v32). I need
to ask myself: “How long do I reign over sin, my flesh and the spirits
of evil?”; “How long does victory last in my life?”... Days or weeks
or minutes...?!

Pray “Father, thank You for revealing Your Key to me & others.”
Go + Do what Josiah did - in the right way & at the right time
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Filied with the Holy Spirit

iy

I need to be filled with the Holy Spirit

v I can be filled with the Holy Spirit—
this is “the One Thing Needful”

¥,

I desire to be filled with the Holy Spirit

A

I will be filled with the Holy Spirit, by
grace, on condition that I

Present my body  (rom 12:1,2)
Surrender all

Abandon all for this Treasure™

Ask (Luke 11:11-13)
Obey (Acts 5:32)
Believe (Gal 3:2,3)

Act in faith and obedience

v I am filled with the Holy Spirit!
Glory to God!

* give up everything in order to receive nothing less than
Everything...” (Andrew Murray). He should have and be my all

20




20 May: “Jivannadi”

Pray “Lord, we want to worship only You.”
Read 1 Chronicles 1,2 and John 7:32-53

=l Think + write Nimrod, one of Ham’s
great-grandchildren , “grew to be a mighty warrior on earth” (1 Chron
1:10). Nimrod’s name comes from marad, which means “the re-
belled”. He was a warrior, not “before” the Lord, but “against” the
Lord (Gen 10:9). He established the first kingdom, called Babylon
(Gen 10:10;KJV,NIV), where they built the tower of Babel - which
became the center of idolatry (also called the Babylonian religion).
After his death, his godless wife, Semiramis claimed that Nimrod was
now the sun god, and when their son, Tammuz, was later born, she
further claimed that he was the incarnation of Nimrod. People started
to worship Semiramis and Tammuz, and the sickening “mother and
child worship” was established on the earth. Examples of this form of
idolatry is the worship of Indrani & child (in India), Isi & Iswara,
Devaki & Krishna, Isis & Horus (in Egypt), Kwan Yim & child (in
Malaysia), and Mary & Jesus (in the Roman Catholic church). The
worship of Diana, Astarte, Ashtoreth, “the queen of heaven”, “Mother
Mary”, “the Lady of the Sea”, “the Blessed Virgin”, etc., are all off-
spring of that devilish system. This is detestable to the Lord. “Mother
worship” or “child worship” in any form is sin before the Lord.

Jesus said that STREAMS OF LIVING WATER (“JIVANNADI’) will flow
from within me, I’ll be filled to continual overflowing with the Holy
Spirit ...IF 1 fulfill the following conditions:

Bl oam ..o (John 7:37). A.W. Tozer said:
“Everyone is as full as he wants to be. Everyone has as much of
God as he desires to have.” “This desire to be filled must become
all-absorbing in your life.”

B to Him
L 20 D (v37b); take in; actually receive now...
B in Him, as the Scripture has said (v38). In

other words, if my faith is the kind that the Bible says I should
have, a real faith...A faith that obeys, a faith that purifies my heart,
a faith that overcome the world, a faith that works through love...

Pray “Father, please fill me with Your Holy Spirit.”
Go + Do what Jesus said is needed to be filled to overflowing...
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21 May: Sin no more!
Pray “Lord, You're all I need...!!”
Read 1 Chronicles 3-5 and John 8:1-20

Think + write Afier Jesus had spent the night on the mountain,
He went to the temple where the religious people brought a woman to
him who was caught in adultery. This was and is a terrible sin against
God, against your spouse and against your own body. The woman was
guilty and deserved death (Lev 20:10; Deut 22:22-23). The religious
people condemned her and wanted to throw stones at her. I am guilty
of throwing stones at others if1...........................

............................................... (See Matt 7:1-5 and 2 Co 12:20)
Jesus condemned her sin, but he did not condemn her (John 8:11). He
said to her: “Gonow and ......................... your life of sin”(v11b).
“Go and sin no more”!! (KJV). This is very important, but we should
also notice that He did not tell her that her sin is forgiven, because she
had not yet asked for forgiveness and repented of it. To receive for-
giveness, I must repent! Writing about women, George MacDonald
said: “She may have her ages of chaos, her centuries of crawling slime,
yet rise a woman at last” - because of Christ’s love and grace. May it
be so soon.

.

I read seven wonderful “Z AM’s” in the Gospel of John. Jesus said:
* I AM the Bread of Life (John 6:35)
I AM the Light of the world (John 8:12)
I AM the Door (John 10:7,KJV), the Gate (NIV)
I AM the Good Shepherd (John 10:11)
I AM the Resurrection, and the Life (John 11:25)
I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6)
* I AM the True Vine (John 15:1)
In the book “We would see Jesus”, Roy Hession writes that when God
introduces Himself as “I AM WHO I AM” (Ex 3:14), He means to also
say: “I_AM what you need” (whatever that may be). When I need
patience, He’s my Patience; when I need strength, He’s my Strength. ..

Pray The prayer Jabez prayed (1 Chron 4:10): “Oh, that You would

bless me and enlarge my territory! Let Your hand be with me, and
keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.”

GO + Do what Jesus told the woman: “Go and sin no more”!!
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22 May: God’s Musicians...

Pray “Lord, may the true Levites be our musicians again!”
Read 1 Chronicles 6,7 and John 8:21-36

Think + write 1learn from 1 Chronicles 5 how to Wage WAR -
God’s Way. These men were Fit , well trained and ready (v18); they
could Fight well (v18, 19,20); they Fervently prayed to God (v20)
during the battle; and they had Faith in God (v20b). They were
helped by God in their fight, in their battles, because

2“They covvvivviiiinenn, out to Him during the battle” (v20)

S “They ..ocovvvieiiinnnnn, in Him” (v20b)

From this I learn that, whatever battles I face in life, at school, at
home, in my personal life, [needto .................oooiiiiiin,
The “men David put in charge of the MUSIC in the house of the Lord”
were Kohathites, descendants of Levi. They were Levites!! I learn
from 1 Chronicles 6 that

5 Music is a ministry (6:32)

2 This ministry should be performed “according to the regula-
tions laid down for them” (v32) ...by God!

£ This ministry should only function in the Presence of the Lord
(as represented by the presence of the ark - v31)

7 Only Levites were allowed to be musicians!! This is of crucial
importance!! If I am not a spiritual Levite, I am disqualified
from being a musician in the house of the Lord...

The Levites were chosen (1 Ch 15:2), cleansed (Num 8:6), consecrated
(Num 8:14), centering on the Lord and ministering to Him (Deut
10:8), ministering to the people (2 Ch 35:3), a constant example and
testimony to the people about how God wanted them all to live, inter-
ceding before God for the people, speaking to the people for God, and
not possessing any land - for the Lord was their Possession ....

Jesus said: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John
8:31-32). While all lies bind in bonds - lies about me, lies about God,
lies about others - the Truth sets me free. Jesus is the Living Truth, the
Bible is the Written Truth, and my life should be the Lived Truth...

Pray “Father, may Your Truth fill my life and all around.”
Go + Do what the Reubenites did and the true Levites...
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23 May: Be a gatekeeper!
Pray “Lord, make me a gatekeeper after Your heart!”
Read 1 Chronicles 8-10 and John 8:37-59

Think + write God appointed (and still appoints) gatekeepers
(1 Ch 9:17-28) in His house. A gatekeeper is someone who..............

King Saul died, because

@ Hewas ...coovvvveniiiiiiiinn, to the Lord (1 Ch 10:13)
® Hedidnotkeepthe ......................... of the Lord (v13)
® Heconsulteda ............ccoeviviininin.n for guidance, and
® Hedidnot .........oevvvviinininnnnn, of the Lord.

Jesus says that if 1 have no_room for His Word, I’'m ready to kill
Him!! (John 8:37). This is a shocking and sobering statement. I need
to ask myself, “Do I really have room for His Word?” I show this by:

Jesus describes the difference between being a Slave and a Son. He
says: “Everyone who sinsis a ..................... ”(v34). “Now a slave
has no permanent place in the family, buta ................... belongs to
it forever”(v35). George MacDonald said: “Those to whom God is
not all in all, are slaves. They may not commit great sins; they may
be trying to do right; but so long as they serve God, as they call it,
from duty, and do not know Him as their Father, the joy of their be-
ing, they are slaves - good slaves, but slaves... The only free man,
then, is he who is a child of the Father... He is a servant of all...
slave of none...” “To be free you must fear nothing but evil, care
for nothing but the will of the Father, hold to Him in absolute confi-
dence and infinite expectation...” “So if the Son sets you free, you
will be free indeed” (John 8:36). We become sons (and daughters)
through the Son.

Pray “Father, thank You for making me Your son (daughter)”
Go + Do what a son does (and not just what a slave does)...
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24 May: Work like Jesus

Pray “Lord, may Your way of working fill our neighborhoods.”
Read 1 Chronicles 11-13 and John 9:1-23

Think + write Jesus said: “As long as it is day, we must do
the work of Him who sent Me. Night is coming, when no one can
work” (John 9:5). From this I learn that

T he way He worked here is illustrated by His encounter with the man

who was born blind. Despite the danger He was in (8:59),

¢ He saw a man (vl) - He sees people!! He sees their physical and

their spiritual needs; their felt needs and their real needs...

He wanted to do the work that God was busy working (v3,4)

He was practical (v6) and He told the man what to do (v7)

He spoke words to the man that could bring life and healing (v7)

He helped to meet the man’s immediate, physical (felt) need... and

healed him of his physical blindness (v7)

+ He allowed the man to go through some suffering and trials - to test
and to train him (v24-34)

¢ He made sure the man meet with Him (v35); He actually went and
looked for the man (v35)

* He asked the right questions (v35)

* He opened his spiritual eyes and healed him of his spiritual blind-
ness (v37,38); He met the man’s spiritual need...

¢ He revealed Himself as Lord to the man (v38)

This man learned a very important lesson: Obedience is the opener of

the eyes (Also see John 7:17;6:40).

* 6 o o

David grew powerful, because God was....................... (1 Chr 11:9)
His men were successful in battle, because ............................ gave
them victory (v14). In my own life and battles I too need the Lord’s
Presence and Power...and men like Issachar, who .......................
the times (12:32) and knew what to do, as well as men like Zebulun,
who were experienced soldiers, prepared for battle, with undivided
loyalty (v33)...and fully determined to make David king (v38).

Pray “Father, make us like these men - for the sake of Your work”
Go + Do what Jesus did to help people physically & spiritually.
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25 May: Doing what’s right in the wrong way
Pray “Lord, teach us Your way of doing God’s work.”
Read 1 Chronicles 14-16 and John 9:24-41

Think + write The healed man said: “We know that God does
not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his
will” (John 9:31). It is my desire to (1) be a godly man (or woman)
and (2) to do God’s will.

In the bringing back of the Ark of the Lord’s Presence, I see both how
the right thing can be done in the wrong way, and how the right thing
can be done in the right way, God’s way...First, David did it in the
wrong way, and Uzzah died as a result (1 Chr 13:9,10). He (1) did not
consult the Lord (he was independent and followed his own plans),
and (2) he did not follow the Lord’s instructions on how the ark is to
be carried (he was disobedient). As far as working for the Lord is con-
cerned, it means that..........ccoovviiiiiii i

The right way of doing God’s work in God’s way:
v' Called and Chosen (15:2) to it specifically...
v’ Consecrated (v14) and set apart for the task...
v' Counsel God (v13): inquire of Him in all (the Who, What,
Where, When and How?!)
v' Carried out (on right people’s shoulders), and not carted... (v15)
v As Commanded (v15), and with
v’ Celebration and rejoicing (v16,25)
Precious Pearls from David’s Psalm of Thanks include:
“Look to the Lord and His strength” (16:11)
“Seek His face always” (v11b)
“Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds
among all peoples” (v24)
“For all the gods of the nations are idols...” (v26)
“Worship the Lord with the splendor of his holiness” (v29)
“The Lord reigns!” (v31b)
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures for-
ever” (v34). Hallelujah!

Pray “Father, may I learn to do the right things in the right way.”
Go + Do it-in God’s way...
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26 May: The Good Shepherd

Pray “Lord, thank You for being my Gate and my
Shepherd!” ‘

Read 1 Chronicles 17-19 and John 10:1-21

Think + write Jesus says: “I am_the Gate;
whoever enters through me will be saved” (John =

10:9). If anyone tries to enter through “another” (like Buddha or Mo-
hammed or Krishna or Shembe or Sai Baba or Mary or whoever), he
or she will NOT be saved (Acts 4:12). This is the truth. “The thief
(the devil) comes only to ............... and................. and...............
I have come that they may have LIFE, and have it to the full” (10: 10)
When Jesus says (v11): “I am the good Shepherd”, it means that:

® He. for me (v11)

¢ He..ooovvveeiiin me (v12) and protects me.

¢ He..ooovvveeiiin meandl........................ Him (v14)

® Heoooooiiiiii of me (v4), leading and feeding me.

He also says: “I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I
MUST bring them also. They too will listen to My voice, and there
shall be one flock and one shepherd” (v16). May God help me to let
those “other sheep” hear His voice calling them, also through me.

It is not enough to grasp intellectually (in my head) that Jesus is my
Good Shepherd. I need Him to be revealed to me as such by the Spirit
of God, then I’ll truly and practically embrace Him as my Shepherd.

Iread in 1 Chron 18:1, “In the course of time, David defeated the Phil-
istines and subdued them.” In the same way I need to defeat the (sin
and spirit) enemies in my life. Furthermore, “The Lord gave David
victory everywhere he went’!! (v6,13). This is wonderful. The Lord

Jesus wants to also give ME victory everywhere 1 go, and in every-

thing I do. When I have the Victor & abide in Him, I’ll have victory.

With David I can say with all my heart:

T “There is no one like You, O Lord”!! (17:20). You are altogether
lovely (Song of Songs 5:16) to me. You are more precious to me
than anything else and anyone else!! (1 Peter 2:7; Psalm 73:25)

W “There is no God but You...” in my life (17:20)

Pray “Lord Jesus, I love You!”
GO + Do what will show the truth of that statement.
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“No one can snatch them out of My hand”
John 10:28b.
The strong hand of the Great Shepherd
holds us.

“The devil tries to pull us away, but Christ’s hold is
stronger. QOur salvation does not depend on our weak
hold on Christ; it depends on His strong hold on us.
There is only one way we can lose Christ’s protection:

We ourselves can jump out of His hand. That is, we can
knowingly continue in sin...”

Dr Thomas Hale
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27 May: Who’s Holding Who?

Pray “Lord, may I and all Your sheep remain in Your hand.”
Read 1 Chronicles 20-22 and John 10:22-42
Think + write Jesus’ sueEP are recognized as follows:

» They believe in Him (those who do not believe are not; 10:26)

» They .ooovviiiiiienn, to His voice (John 10:27)

» They .ooovviiiiiinnn, Him (v27b)

» They are known by Jesus (v27)

» They are in the Father’s hand (v29) and held by Him. Dr Tho-
mas Hale wrote: “Our salvation does not depend on our weak
hold on Christ; it depends on His strong hold on us”. The one
condition is that we don’t jump out of His hand rebelliously.

Am I one of Satan’s sheep or am I one of Jesus’ sheep?!

I find an extremely interesting verse in 1 Chron 22:1, where David
said: “The house of the Lord God is to be HERE...”. In 2 Chron 3:1,2
I read: “Then Solomon began to build the temple of the Lord in Jeru-
salem on Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father

David. It was on the threshing floor of Araunah...”.

>

These verses

show me where God (according to principle) will always build His
house. Gop BUILDS HIS HOUSE...

i

i

In Jerusalem - the place of peace. Where there’s no peace, there’s
no God.

On Mount Moriah - where Abraham showed that he loved and
obeyed God supremely and sacrificially, giving his best and most
precious. See Gen 22:1-3,10-14.

Where God was seen; where He was revealed. See John 6:40. God
builds His house on the revelation of Jesus. He builds His work
where people have seen Jesus... with their spiritual eyes.

On the threshing floor of Araunah - where David repented deeply,
obeyed and paid the full price of sacrificing to God. He said there:
“I insist on paying the full price. I will not... sacrifice a burnt of-
fering that costs me nothing” (1 Chron 21:24). Then “he called on
the Lord, and the Lord answered him with fire from heaven...”!!!

The main lesson I learnis that...........oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaas,

Pray “Father, may nothing in me prevent You from building.”
Go + Do whatis required for God’s house to be built among us.
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28 May: True Musicians...
Pray “Lord, please remove all musicians who are not Levites!”
Read 1 Chronicles 23-25 and John 11:1-17

Think + write In 1 Chronicles 23 1 read that the Levites were

= To help in the service of the Lord (v28),

= Fulfill many duties in the temple (v28,29),

= Stand every morning and evening to thank & praise the Lord (v30),

= “Serve before the Lord regularly in the proper number and in the
way prescribed for them” (v31),

= Carry out their responsibilities for the Tent of Meeting and the Holy
Place, (v32) ensuring that the people could meet with God and He
with them, and

= Worked under others in the service of the temple (v32), being in
submission to others in the body of Christ...

Remember, the musicians were all Levites. Put in other words: Only

Levites could be musicians. According to this principle in the Word

of God, I can assess that the present-day musicians in_the church:

Musicians who do not live like Levites (as strangers to the world) are
a curse to the church of God! All the 288 musicians mentioned in 1
Chron 25 “were under the supervision of their fathers” (v6). Hallelu-
jah! How amazing! Any musician who is rebellious and not able to
still be “under the supervision” of his or her father, is a curse in the
church of Jesus. Let’s not forget this. 1 cannot submit myself to the
music “ministry” of a worldly, “spiked-out”, TV-addict, rock-and-
roller teenager who has never been born again and who is not on fire
for Jesus, in holiness... True, godly musicians make “music for the
....................... ”(25:7b) and NOT for the people (firstly) or for self.

When Lazarus fell ill, Martha and Mary send this sms to Jesus: “Lord,
the one you love is sick” (John 11:3). This shows me that one can be
loved by Jesus, but still be sick (physically and/or spiritually). If
there’s sin in my life, I’'m sick. If my thoughts are impure or self-
centered, I’'m sick - though loved by Jesus. I need to come to Him for
healing. Even if I'm sin-sick, He loves me and wants to heal me.

Pray “Thank You, Lord; I come to You now with my sickness...”
Go + Do what is needed to be healed (James 5:16).
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“Christian’ Roek

Christ the Rock...1?

What do I ehoose?

Are there any l-egiﬁmat’e EXCUSES
to c‘\oo’se “Chr'rsﬁan” ROC‘(?!



Jeff Godwin says:

What's Wrohg With MH Excuses?

Every excuse in the book, no matter how ridiculous, has been given to
show why C-Rock (Christian Rock—my addition) MUST be used to
minister to youth and young adults. Let's look at ten of the most popu-
lar excuses and match them against the Bible. You be the judge. If the
excuse matches the Word, then accept it. If not...

1) “They're going to listen to Rock music anyway! At
least: this is a better alternative.”

The first part of that statement is a_bold-faced lie. Not every new con-
vert is as hard-hearted and rebellious as the CCM (Christian Contem-
porary Music—my addition) stars. Many_young people are giving
their hearts and lives completely to the Lord at salvation and have
turned away from vile Rock filth. I've got a file drawer full of their
precious letters. They recognize the difference between the holy and
the profane, and are choosing holiness.

But what about the "better alternative?" Are you kidding? C-Rock
looks the same, sounds the same and produces the same rotten fruit as
its secular cousin: rebellion. It teaches kids how to love the New Age
and hate authority. Some alternative.

2 ) *We have to use C-Rock because this is the music
kids relate to today.”

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 tells Christians to SEPARATE from every
ungodly work, not invite it home for dinner!

Here's the heart of the problem - the "relating" hoax is really about
friendship WITH sin, not coming out from among them and being
separate. Instead of "touch NOT the unclean thing", C- Rock says:
"Touch it all you want to! We'll use it as a bridge to get to something
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better! Who cares if God forbids it? What does He know, anyway?"

Another point to consider: If you as a pastor, parent, youth leader, or
church have to use gimmicks like "Christian" Rock to "relate" to
youth, where does this leave the ministry of the Holy Ghost? Matthew
7:6 says not to throw pearls before swine. Yet we've got it backwards!

We'll dump Rock filth in the laps of God's people and call it a bless-
ing!

A “Christian" Thrash singer once told me I'd probably get my teeth
knocked out if I went into the ghetto to witness. He said I'd have no
chance of getting anyone to listen to the Gospel looking like that. (I
was dressed in a shirt and tie.)

This man didn't know that two nights before, I was dressed the same
way and shared the Gospel face-to-face with three lost Rock addicts.
They understood the Gospel fine. Their hair, leather and studs didn't
bother me, and my shirt and tie didn't bother them. It's the GOSPEL
that does the relating, not Rock music or any other ungodly trick. The
Holy Spirit's blessing is on God's Word, (John 17:17) not on pagan
noise.

Do you know what those three headbangers told me during our meet-
ing? They said, "Yeah, but it's O.K. for you CHRISTIANS to listen to
Christian Rock, isn't it?"

Something's dead wrong in the way we're "relating" to the lost, Brother
and Sister. The WORLD is mocking and laughing at us! They see
through such hypocrisy in a minute; why can't WE? It's because
churches have made friends with their chains (2 Peter 2:19). They've
been too busy listening to "the experts" instead of the Holy Spirit
(John 16:13 & 1 John 2:27).

3) “God created music, and everything God created s
good, S0 Rot'( music must be 5ood and goﬂg, t’oo,”

Christian author LaMar Boschman's answer to this popular excuse is
better than anything I could say. His reply is based on the scriptures
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found in Ezekiel 28:13 and Isaiah 14:11, which prove Lucifer's musi-
cianship:

"The day Lucifer fell, music fell. Music that once was used to worship
Almighty God now became music of an earthly nature, it became the
music of the world and began to appeal to our lower nature instead of
appealing to God and our spiritual man (that part of us that has been
born of God). Music then, became corrupted. That anointed and pow-
erful ministry of music that Lucifer had in heaven is now corrupted.
That ministry is cursed. It now has a false anointing... He still has that
same powerful ministry to create worship but now it is corrupted, and
Lucifer uses that ministry to get worship for himself because he craves
it.." 1

%) *Musie is the universal language all young people un-
derstand, so we'll use Rock musie to speak their language.“

First of all, that's supposed to be impossible, because the doctrine of
CCM (Christian Contemporary Music—my addition) says all music is
neutral! But if it IS a language, then what is that music SAYING? This
ad from CCM magazine is a perfect example of guilt-trip propaganda:

"Ask any youth pastor or any parent of a teenager and they'll tell you
the same thing: Most of today's praise and worship music simply does
not reach today's teenagers. We all know that music is the language of
teens, and let's face it: most of the praise and worship music available
today is a foreign language to them. That's why youth leaders are hav-
ing such a difficult time getting their kids involved in their worship
services. Says one youth director, 'As hard as I try, my kids just sit
back with their arms folded when we begin our praise times.' In order
to communicate effectively, you must speak the right language..." 2

Pastor and youth leader: if your young people are sit-
ting on_their_hands during praise and worship time,
the problem is in THEIR HEARTS, not the church's
music! If you feed your kids the Rock and Rap slop
they demand, they'll learn a new language alright -
Satan'’s.
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You know what? Once you start playing that game, they NEVER
WILL BE satisfied, no matter what you do! "Give 'em what they want
at any cost." Where's that found in the Bible? If you've got a youth
group that's acting like poor, pampered little pouters, then demand
their respect by refusing to cater to their rebellion.

In fairness to the kids, many youth won't give up THEIR idolatry
because the youth leaders won't give up THEIRS! (Jeremiah 5:31).
Incidentally, the kids aren't supposed to run the church! God gave the
man behind the pulpit that responsibility, and he is subject to Jesus
Christ (Titus 1:7-2:1).

Churches in general demand very little (if anything) from their
youth today. There's plenty of busywork - plays, skits, pizza parties,
roller rinks, bowling alleys and water parks. But where's the hard,
dedicated service? It's gone the way of the all-night prayer vigil, the
family altar and godly teens. Dead and buried.

The results are obvious - weak, spiritually flabby Christian youth
with no roots. This eventually leads to a stiff-necked generation who
proudly parade spiritual arrogance, all the while mistaking it for holi-
ness. It's the trap of the Pharisee mindset: "We've got it together. We
know what we're doing and NOTHING is going to change our mind."

Praise God for the holy remnant. Not ALL churches are this way
(Isaiah 1:9). If you feel alone in your stand against 'Christian"
Rock, be encouraged. The Lord Jesus is watching and your labor
is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).

5’) "Wo young person is going to stay in a stuffg" chureh,
You've got to have some excitement! We've got to give

the kids what they want or we'll lose them. Right?"

Wrong! If the only thing keeping the youth in your church is
"Christian" Rock music, then let them go! If that's the glue holding
the youth group together, you don't really have a youth group. To say
that you must have Rock or the kids won't come is to dishonor and
demean the drawing power of the Holy Ghost (John 6:44, 12:32). This
ad for CCM star Morgan Cryar's music is a perfect case in point:
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"Fuel On The Fire - A good pop/rock sound for the teen-age audience.
The songs deal with youth issues and situations without being
preachy." 3

Without being "preachy." To hear the CCM industry tell it, preaching
the uncompromising Word of God is a fate worse than death. Someone
might get turned off, and ruin their whole day. What does the Bible
say?

"For the PREACHING of the cross is to them that perish I foolishness;
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God." 1 Corinthians 1:18

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how
shall they hear without a PREACHER?" Romans 10:14

I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom;
PREACH the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, re-
buke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine." 2 Timothy 4:1,2
(Emphasis author's).

If your church is dead, dry or 'stuffy," then let some of the starch out!
The Church should never be an organization; it's an organism - a liv-
ing, vibrant body of believers.

If your church is full of snoring pew bums, don't think young peo-
ple don't know it. They can spot a phoney a mile away. Give those
kids something scriptural worth respecting, and they will. Keep
feeding them gimmicks like 'Christian'" Rock, and you'll soon have
contempt and rebellion coming out your ears (Proverbs 18:3).

SUBMISSTON VS, REBELLION

The real battle is not about a musical generation gap, it's about
SUBMISSION vs. REBELLION. Submission is the hallmark of the
Christian life. Without it, all you have is counterfeit spirituality. To
resist the devil, you must first be submitted to God (James 4:7). Since
C-Rock fans aren't truly submitted, they'll never be able to resist Satan,
no matter how often they sing "To Hell With The Devil" (by Stryper).
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The classic hymns so despised by youth today were all about SUB-
MISSION; that's why carnal Christians want no part of them.

Songs like: "Washed In The Blood," "Haven of Rest," "Jesus Paid It
All" "To God Be The Glory," "Lord, I'm Coming Home," "Victory In
Jesus," "Have Thine Own Way, Lord," "When I Survey The Wondrous
Cross," "Take My Life And Let It Be," "I Surrender All," "Jesus Is All
The World To Me." These are all songs of SUBMISSION.

Here's a lyrical example from just one of them:

"Have thine own way, Lord/ Have thine own way/ Thou art the potter/
I am the clay/ Mold me and make me/ After thy will/ While I am wait-
ing/ Yielded and still..."

Now read these C-Rock lyrics to see the difference between submis-
sion and rebellion:

ROCK THOSE BLUES AWAY - Bride

"I don't need nobody to ease my aching mind. Don't need nobody com-
plaining all the time. I need to roll those blues, rock those blues away...
Let me tell you honey, what I need. I need a smooth playing guitar in
my hand. Listen to the rhythm of my band."

Lots of godly submission in that one, isn't there?

If none of this describes your church, then shout hallelujah to the Lord,
and back your pastor 100%, because he's standing strong against de-
ception!

The 1990's will see the most intense war for the souls of youth ever
fought, and it's getting hotter by the day. The carnal, C-Rock support-
ing Church has already cut deals with the antichrist system (whether
they know it or not). And they will cut many more in the weeks and
months to come. Is YOUR church one of them?

6) *No one can live under these kind of rules! That's too
hard and legalistic!”

56



This is the most popular excuse in all of CCM. Submission to God
cramps people's style. Someone might actually have to give up their
desires and change their lives to make them conform to God's will.
How harsh of God to ask us to obey Him.

Fortunately, Jesus was willing to obey the Father and give up the glory
of Heaven to come to a filthy earth and die for our sins. Because of
Christ's obedience, we can have eternal life. Where would we be now
if Jesus Christ had used excuse # 6? (We'd be in hell.)

2 Timothy 4:3 predicted a time when Christians will not endure sound
doctrine (That time is here right now). Isaiah 30:8-14 says many of
God's people only want to hear "smooth things." The CCM stars are
fulfilling these scriptures! They're trading sound doctrine for slick,
carnal compromise by telling masses of believers that:

A. Music is neutral.

B. Jesus was a "cool dude" who would never want you to have a bor-
ing day, and

C. It'll all work out in the end, as long as you "feel good" about what
you're doing.

This is rank apostasy of the worst sort, but plenty of duped Christians
are eating it up like candy. Why? Because it's just what they want to
hear.

Legalism is defined like this: LAWS WITHOUT LOVE. Pursuing
Biblical holiness isn't legalism; it's real freedom! Knowing the
truth sets people free, according to John 8:31,32.

Here's the truth, if you'll receive it: C-Rock music and everything it
represents is satanic because it blocks the path to self-denial, pu-
rity, holiness and total devotion to the Lord Jesus.

There's only one foundation, and that's Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians
3:10-15). What we build on it is up to us. When that foundation
gets cracked, weedy and full of garbage, it's time to clear aside the
spiritual stumbling blocks and haul off the trash (Jeremiah 1:4-10).
That's not legalism. It's repentance in action.
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7) 1 can't serve a God out o‘f fear. I esus s about love,
and this music shows kids that.”

There's nothing wrong with a good holy fear of God. Those who
truly love God WILL fear Him. The awesome, knee-shaking fear
of God is a theme conspicuously absent from C-Rock music. (See
Daniel 10:7-10, Isaiah 6:1-5, Ezekiel 1:28, 3:23, Hebrews 12:18-21, &
Revelation 1:12-17). The C-Rock crowd is a perfect picture of what
happens to people when there is no fear of God before their eyes.

Psalm 40:3 says our conversion will put a NEW song in our mouth
that will cause those who hear it to FEAR! (Does C-Rock do that?
They're too busy dancing!)

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, (Psalm 111:10). Only
by fearing God can we know what true godly love is. The fear of God
is as Biblical as John 3:16.

8) “There's more important things in the church to worry
about than musie,”

Satan would love for you to believe that lie. If "Christian" Rock is in
your church, you've already got deception, rebellion and soul pol-
lution in the minds of your young people. Anything more important
than that?

If church leadership will diligently look, they'll see that MUSIC is a
prime key to the spiritual health (or sickness) of any church.
Preaching, teaching and the Great Commission are all major elements
of the Body of Christ. And so is music.

Don't ever sell it short.

?) “Times have changed. It's time we changed too, The
oM ways Jon't' wor'( any more, We’Ve 90{' to update our

approach and try semething new. “Christian’ Rock is the
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tool to better ministry.”

Those "old ways" you are tossing onto the garbage heap just so
happen to be God's ways. They've worked for thousands of years,
and no matter what any C-Rock fan tells you, they still work to-
day.

When holy servants of God pray and clearly preach the Gospel, the
Holy Spirit still convicts hearts and draws lost sinners unto repentance.
Souls are still being saved every day. Here's how God sees it:

Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old
paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest
for your souls. Jeremiah 6:16

Do you dare to claim you've got a better plan for soulwinning than
outlined in the Bible? If you do, I'd like to hear it., because that
means you're smarter than God.

10) “As long as kids are getting saved, nething else mat-
ters. So butt out, buddy.”

When you reach this point in any discussion about CCM and all its
ungodliness, it's time to stop., shake off the dust and move on. Any
believer so bound will never understand the difference between the
flesh and the spirit until God Himself makes it real to them.

They don't understand that fleshly lusts war against the soul (1 Peter
2:11). They won't accept the fact that flesh and spirit cannot peacefully
co-exist (Galatians 5:16,17).

These are the people who go to dark "Christian" nightclubs and boo-
gey all over the "Christian" dancefloor, while listening to "Christian"
Rock. After all, the torture Jesus endured on the cross doesn't mean we
can't have any fun. Right? God's heart breaks over such foolishness:

"But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his
subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is
in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we
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have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not
received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well
bear with him." 2 Corinthians 11:3,4

The Church of Jesus Christ has ignored the obvious for far too
long. Excuses can be made from now until judgment Day, but
none of them will change one simple fact: there's nothing Chris-
tian about "Christian" Rock. You can make a list of excuses a mile
long, but that's all they are - excuses.

My prayer is that you will see
that God wants you to crucify
your old flesh (Galatians 2:20)
so Christ can live His life
through you. I pray Jesus will
change your affections form the
inside out. Then you can learn
to walk with God in ways you
never thought possible.

It's the only way out of bond-
age, and I pray you'll take it.

1. "The Rebirth of Music," by LaMar Boschman, Revival Press, Bed-
ford, Texas, p. 16

2. CCM magazine, Feburary, 1990, p. 40

3. Media Update, November/December, 1986, p. 13

Jeff Godwin has several excellent books, videos and tapes on Rock
Music. He has written The Devil's Disciples, Dancing With Demons,
What's Wrong With Christian Rock? and Rock & Roll Religion.

They are available from:
THE ROCK MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 2181

Bloomington, Indiana, 47402
USA.
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“Christian” Rock is
NOT Chyristian!

“Rock” is “Rock.”

T choose CHRIST
the Rock!




29 May: The Spoil of Battle

Pray “Lord, may I too be built through battles...”
Read 1 Chronicles 26,27 and John 11:18-46

Think + write Ireadin 1 Chron 26:27 that “Some
of the plunder taken in battle” were dedicated for the repair
of the temple of the Lord. “Out of the spoils won in battles
did they dedicate to maintain the house of the LORD” (KJV). “They
dedicated the plunder that they had gotten in war to the work of the
worship of GOD” (MSG). Of the spoil of battle was dedicated to

® Repair the house of God

® Maintain the house of the Lord

® Help to do the work of the worship of God
From this I learn that the Lord builds His house (and me) from the
fruit of battle, from the fruit of conflict. Character is formed through
conflict. When I go through battles, I am shaped for use. Battles

This was also evident in the sickness, death and resurrection of Laza-
rus. Jesus said: “I am _the Resurrection and the Life. He who be-
lieves in Me will ............. , even though he ....... ; and whoever lives
and believes in me will ............... die. Do you believe this?” (11:25).

The shortest sentence in the Bible says: “Jesus wept” (John 11:35).
This shows the heart of God for those he made and loves. I want to
live in such a way that I do not cause Jesus to weep because of me...

Although Lazarus (1) was miraculously resurrected by God, (2)
started to obey Jesus, and (3) came out of the darkness of the grave
into the light of day... he was still BOUND (v44). This is a picture of
many Christians. A.W. Tozer said: “The devil makes it his business
to keep Christians in bondage, bound and gagged, actually impris-
oned in their own grave clothes.” Therefore, Jesus said to the disci-
ples: “Loose him...” (v44b,KJV). Some of the things that bind Chris-

Pray “Lord Jesus, thank You that You came to set us free!”
Go + Do what is needed to experience Jesus’ power to unbind me
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30 May: All to God’s glory!

Pray “Father, may we visit and eat and drink to Your glory.”
Read 1 Chronicles 28,29 and John 11:47-57

Think + write John tells us that “many of the Jews who had
come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put their faith in
Him” (John 11:45). This is wonderful! The outcome of their visit was:
= They saw Jesus and what He did
= They put their faith in Him
I need to ask myself: “What is the outcome of a visit to my house by
others?” “What is the outcome of a visit by me to so-and-so’s house?”
If the outcome of a visit to someone’s house is not growth in God
and in godliness, it’s better that I do NOT visit there!!!

The Bible even teaches me how to eat and drink! 1 read in 1 Chron
29:22 that “They ate and drank with great joy in the presence of the
Lord that day.” When I sit down to eat with others, it should be with
the awareness of the Presence of Jesus and with the joy that comes
from Jesus and from being right with Him. Then 1 Corinthians 10:31
will also be true...We’ll eat and drink to the glory of God.

David had it in his heart to build a place of rest for the ark of the Lord
(1 Chron 28:2) and the Spirit of God put it in his mind how it should
be built (v12,19), but God told him that he was not the one to build it
(v3). He then told his son since God had chosen Aim to build (v10):

* Acknowledge God

* Serve God with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind

* “If you seek Him, He will be found by you”

* “But if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever” (28:9)

* “Be strong and do the work™; “Do not be afraid or discouraged” (20)

David also prayed: “Everything comes from You, and we have given
you only what comes from Your hand’ (29:14), which shows me that:
® God gives all ......continual generosity
» [receiveall ....... continual dependence

® ] give back all ....continual consecration
® God receives all, with joy ......continual glory

Pray “Lord, may we build Your kingdom, seeking & serving You”
Go + Do whatison His heart for me to do...
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31 May: Ask and Act!

Pray “Father, please teach me to ask as a son asks his most loved
and trusted Father. You are my perfect Father!”

Read 2 Chronicles 1-3 and John 12:1-19

Think + write Solomon offered 1000 burnt offerings on the

altar (1:6). This is amazing, but someone said: “Unless my ALL is on

the altar, I will not alter at all.” This is so true. God met with Solo-

mon and told him: “................. for whatever you want me to give

you” (1:7b). Jesus said: “................ and it will be given to

you” (Matt 7:7). “You do not have, because you do not ask

God” (James 4:2). Ilearn from the Word of God that I should ASK...
¢ In His Name (John 14:4)

Abiding in Him and His Word abiding in me (John 15:7)

In faith, not wavering (James 1:6)

With the right unselfish motives (James 4:3)

God (James 4:2), the Father (John 16:23)

Obeying God and doing what is pleasing to Him (1 John 3:22)
¢ According to His will (1 John 5:14)

Jesus made it clear that those who are hypocrites clean the outside and

not the inside; they make the outside look beautiful (Matt 23:25). This

is not the right priority. When Solomon built the temple, the outside

* & & o o

Jesus said that Mary, the woman who poured precious perfume on his
feet, did a beautiful thing to Him (Mark 14:6); “she did what she
could” (Mark 14:8). It was the same Mary who had chosen what is
better and sat at Jesus’ feet, listening to His words, hearing Him (Luke
10:39,42). Like Mary, I should not just be a contemplative believer,
but also an active believer, who does what I can for Christ... Robert
Murray M’Cheyne (who was a godly young man) said: (1) We could
love Christ, pray and praise more... We should pour out our best af-
fections on Him; (2) We could live holier lives... “When a holy be-
liever goes through the world, filled with the Spirit, made more than a
conqueror, the fragrance fills the room”; (3) We could seek the salva-
tion of others more...; (4) We could feed Christ’s poor...

Pray “Father, I ask You to make me like that”. GO + Do that.
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“Break my heart

with the things that break
the heart of God.”

Bob Pierce

“The church has many organizers,
but few aqonizers.”

Leonard Ravenhill

“Wherever you are, be all there.
Live life to the hilt

in every situation

you believe to be the will of God.”

Jim Elliot
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Time Alone with God
Daily
God says to me:

“Let Me see your face (in other words,
He wants to have fellowship with me),
let Me hear your voice” (He wants me to
talk to Him in prayer) - Song of Songs 2:14. This is wonderful!

“But when you pray, GO INTO YOUR ROOM, CLOSE the door
and PRAY to your Father in heaven...” (Matt 6:6)

Some Practical Suggestions

1. Have a daily Quiet Time - alone with God.
2. Have specific times every day (morning and evening)
3. Have a specific place of meeting with Him
4. Keep this appointment with God
5. Remember the goal is to know Jesus Christ, to continue to be with
Him, to become like Him, to secure His presence for the day, and to
glorify Him.
6. Remember, the Holy Spirit will teach you all things and guide you
as you look to God, trust Him and listen to His voice.
7. Practically:
GO into your quiet meeting place
CLOSE the door to all distractions
Become quiet before Him, aware of His presence
PRAY
READ the portion for the day...
slowly, carefully, prayerfully, sometimes loudly,
listening to God speaking to you
THINK with your head and heart;
ask yourself specific questions about the portion;
apply it to your life
WRITE NOTES/ underline/ mark
PRAY : Adoration Confession Thanksgiving Supplication
MEMORIZE a portion or verse
GO and DO what the Lord wants/ shows me to DO

To His glory!
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Be ANCHORED, be FILLED by Ged!



Act 27:27 “The

. ’ . ¢ fourteenth night
- - had come and we
o n r were drifting

and being driven
about...”

into...
Darkness of SIN and SELF
Decepﬁor\ o)( WORLDLINESS
Demonic BQNDAGE
Damning REBELLION
Decepﬁ\/e COMPROMISE
"DON'T CARE” attitude

? Joh 12:35 “So Jesus said
- - b to them, You will have
on t r " the Light only a little

while longer. Walk while
you have the Light [keep
on living by it], so that
darkness may not over-
take and overcome you.
He who walks about in
the dark does not know
where he goes [he is

due to,.. drifting)

Under—currents
Winds of change
Waves... Storms...
68Rocks (like rock-music)




'Depehd oh God
Bancboretl to Jesus, i

Don't let anyohe disturb

— ’ or remove my Anchor.

Surrender my sails to Jesus,

Let Him steer me,

Let flim set my sails
...Irres-pecﬁ\(e of the winds.
Let HIM FiLL my sails,
Let Him FILL me.

Be aware of & Avoid Under-Currents...

To hell with compromise

To hell with mixed emotions!

To heaven 1 shall go...
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“In times like these you need a Savier;

In times like these you need an Ancher,
Be very sure, be very sure -

Your Anchor holds and grips the solid Rock!
This Rock is Jesus

Yes, fe's the One.

This Reck is Jesus

The Only One!

Be very sure, be very sure

Your Anchor holds and grips the solid Rock!”

“Lord Jesus,
Set my sails,
Fill my sails,
Be my Anchor,
Be my Guide,
Be my All...
Amen.”

My

sails
are set
IN THE
WILL OF

N

"GOD

Ever be filled with the Holy Spirit... Ephesians 5:18
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glory please”

ANCHOR we... FILL me... USE we... To Your

“Lord,



G.O.5.P.E.L.

God
Ofters
Sinful
People
Eternal

Life






