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HEAVEN AND HELL

(Luke 16)

THEME SONG

If I should, d,ie, uhere u:ill I duell - .

In heauen or in heII?
EternøI bliss, eternal shame
The choice is mine to nüne,
Only trust Him, only trust Hint.,
Only trust Hint, now.
He utill saae you,, He utill saue you,
He uill sdne you nou),

This afternoon I would like to speak on heaven and hell.
This is a most important subject, but there are many who
do not believe in heaven or in hell. Before I was born again,
this was a perplexing question to me.

When I was nine years old, I saw a small black thing
placed in front of our door. I asked Mother what it was
and she said it was a coffin for my three-year old sister to
sleep in. Mystery of mysteries! I only knew how lovable
little sister was, but Mother was referring to her death. I

entered the room. I saw her lovable face now pale and white.
Her hands and feet were ice-cold. I did not realise I had
seen death.

I called to her, but she did not reply. She cared not
for me. I came out and saw Mother's eyes brimming with
tears. I didn't know what to do. I did not know how sister
died. How was it that I who was older than she had not
died? Just then, I saw someone lift little sister into the
coffin. I called out to Mother, "Why don't let sister sleep
in the bed, but put her in the coffin?" Mother did not listen
nor did anybody else, but carried the coffin out. I asked
Mother where they took sister, whether she would return
Mother said they had taken her to the lonely countryside
and she would not return. Hearing this I burst into tears
and wailing.

I asked Mother whether I would become like little sister
and Mother said yes. I grew more gloomy. That night I

dreamt that I died like little sister, and was put into a coffin.
I was afraid and I cried to Daddy and Mummy, "l won't die,
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I want to stay with you." I woke myself up with a loud
sobbing which brought also Father and Mother out of bed
to inquire after me. I said, "l dreamt that I died. I was
afraid. I do not want to die. Death is so fearful. lt takes
me to the lonely countryside. No, I won't die! I want to
live with Daddy and Mummy forever."

Beloved brothers and sisters, are you afraid of death?
Now I'm not afraid. not a bit. For man has to die. No

one can ever escape this check-point. What is fearful is
where you end up after death. This subject is worthy of
our careful consideration. This afternoon is devoted to the
discussion of this subject, that we may know where to go

after death.

Vs. 19. "There was a certain rich man, who was clothed
in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously everyday."
Thii riðh man is what you would called a capitalist, even such
an one as is found in Amoy today. He has made a great name
for himself on earth but in heaven his name is not found.
He cared only for the outward and not for the inside. Fle

lived sumptuously everyday, in wine and women. Now the
Bible recoids no other sin of this rich man save his luxurious
living. lmagine for yourself: Did he ever look upwards to
heavãn or did he look on the things of earth? Yea, he only
looked on earth, on the present. So did Emperor Yuan Shih
Kai turn his eyes on the present world. He did not believe
in heaven or in hell. He thought once a man died everything
was over. But remember. this rich man was a worshipper
of God, a son of Abraham, of the elect. Maybe he was
an elder or deacon in his church. As a matter of fact he

did not trust God. He was a nominal believer by his reckless
godless behaviour.

Vs. 20. "And there was a certain beggar, named Lazarus,

who was laid at his gate, full of sores."

There was another man called Lazarus. He was nobody
on earth but his name was found in heaven' This man was
sick with sores all over his bocly. He carried the cross
daily as a beggar, not that he won't work but because of his

disabled limbs and sick body. ln our church today there
are many like Lazarus but nobody ever cares, like the rich
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man ¡n this Bible story. These care only after their own
comforts. This is wrong, for we should take care of one
another which is our God-appointed duty.

Lazarus though in such a sad plight never thought of doing
evil. For he believed there was a heaven and there was a

hell. He was afraid of the retribution after this life. Many
robbers and warlords there are who rob and kill, massacre
and plunder, and many capitalists there are who exploit and
profiteeer - because they do not believe in heaven or hell.
Lazarus looked up to heaven. He looked to the future. ln
contrast, the rich man looked down to earth. He cared for
the present. Lazarus, like Jesus, dared not seek for un-
righteous mammon. When Jesus was on earth he possessed
not a thing, not even a place to pillow his head. Lazarus was
the same. Lazarus carried the bitter cross daily. ln Lazarus
we see a type of Christ. Lazarus said, "l have no desires
of this world. I want to go to heaven. Heaven is my home."
Many have asked me, "So many in China have neither food
nor clothing, and are dying of hunger and cold in extrernest
misery. Who will believe your talk on heaven and hell?
lf they don't take care of the present, how will they give
attention to the future? But I say to you, "lf you believe in
Jesus, then you won't worry not having food and clothing.
For, in God's Kingdom, there is the rule of love among us.
We take care of one another. When we love God, we
logically love His children, who are now our brethren in the
same kingdom. How can we see our brethren suffer in
hunger and cold?"

Vs. 21. "And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which
fell from the rich man's lable: moreover the dogs came and
licked his sores." Lazarus sat daily at the rich man's door-
way waiting to feed on the tit-bits that fell off his table.
Nobody loved Lazarus. For, he was a decrepit, he could not
work. Dogs were his friends, who comforted him. When
Christ was on earth neither did the people love Him nor
receive Him. He was assailed wherever He went. He found
his friends among the tax collectors and sinners, the despised
of society. These loved Jesus, who were pcor and sinful,
and a few others. Now Lazarus' eyes were lifted to heaven
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and the rich man's eyes were fixed on the earth in abandon-
ment.

Ys. 22. "And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich
man also died and was buried." Whom would you choose
to be of the two? Who would like to be the rich man and
who Lazarus? True, Lazarus died first, since he was a poor
sick man with no one to care for him, But he was not afraid
to die. He was very happy in fact. He knelt and prayed
to Jesus, "Lord, I am coming home!" Was Lazarus, death
the end of everything? No, He was carried by angels to his
father Abraham's bosom, in paradise, which is heaven. This
is evidence that heaven is real. When I go to the villages
to preach and meet with some old, zealous church member,s
death, it is one in which angels have come to receive the
departed. Now Lazarus could not afford a burial. His body
being discarded in the wilderness was eaten by dogs. What
a contrast with some member's death in which they make
such a big show and celebration, and drum up with a proces-
sion. A funeral looks more like a religious festival to welcome
the gods. Beloved brothers and sisters. See what luxury
must also be lavished on a dead man, and all th¡s for what?
Was such a celebration made for Jesus' death? But Jesus
did not bequeath to this earth even one of his bones.
Sakymuni, Confucius, Laotse, Mohammed, died and left behind
their bones. Only Jesus did not, Now, you spend such a
lot on a dead body and what do you get? Look! This
rich man has a five-storey mansion, a house full of wives
and concubines, attired in velvet and eating the fat. But
now he is down with illness. Around him are gathered his
wife and secondary wives up to No. 7. These are trembling
and at a loss what medicine the doctor should give to the
rich man. The rich man, afraid to die, gives in to a whirl
of dreadful dreams and visions. Could he now enjoy all the
good things of life? He couldn't even know anything about
these things. All he worries about is death. Why? There
is the pain of judgment after deathl Could he know after
his death the best of coffins they put him in and the best
of clothes they put on him? Could he see the farce they
make for him and the noise of celebration that excel even
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a festival of the gods? Those who come for the funeral and
all the on-lookers make a festive noise. Does he know?
How many fat members of the church, fat deacons, fat elders
and fat pastors when they die make such a show-off in their
funerals, no different from what was done for this rich mant
Their merry-making is to celebrate his home-going to heaven?
What does the Bible say? Where did all his luxury go once
he died and was buried? And the burial ended everything?
The material and the spiritual parts of the man had now come
to an end? Nol

Vs. 23. "And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham alar olî, and i_azarus in his
bosom." How is it after death now? The rich man ends
up in hades, in hell, to suffer in the fire that is not quenched
and to be bitten by worms that dieth not. This proves hell
is real. So death does not end all. Should you ask me
where heaven and hell are, astronomers have observed a
place in space where there are no stars, wide and empty in
the heavens, surrounded on its borders by galaxies of stars.
This region is in the north. This is heaven since in lsaiah
it is said God's throne is "in the sides of the north." Where
is hell? ln science you have studied that there is fire in
the heart of the earth, fire that ¡s of extreme heat. Where
d¡d the rich man go7 ls it to the fire inside the centre of
the earth? | say hell is right therel Now there are those
who ask, "Since God is all-loving why will He punish men
in an everlasting hell? But you must carefully consider this
fact that God has given man the chance to repent, and has
sent H¡s beloved Son Jesus to tell that unbelievers will be
condemned. Now, if you refuse to repent, what further can
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be done? When you prick your flesh with a needle, does
it produce pain in the flesh or pain in the soul? Know this
that without the soul there would be no feeling. So, to
keep on pricking when it produces pain is to suffer pain of
your own choosing. Not to repent from knowledgeable sin
will meet with punishment. God is a God who judges be-
tween good and evil and metes out the retribution. This is
manifestation of the justice of His love. The rich man went
to hell to be tormented in fire. The pain of thirst in the fire
is unbearable and he now realises his mistake. He begs
Abraham to tell Lazarus give him a drop of water to cool his
thirst, but there is no intercommunication. He did not look
up to heaven until he was landed in trouble, but it was too
late. Here is a mystery: lt is that after death a man's
spiritual eyes can see great distances, from hell to heaven,
but not while living on earth. Because we cannot see afar
nor ¡nto the future, so many are unwittingly seeking the
pleasures of the present. Hence the sufferrngs they have 10
bear after death. Brothers, wake up!

Vs. 24. "And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of
his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented
in this flame." Now the rich man knows how to pray.
Though he requests Abraham his father to send him help
through Lazarus, it is not possible by reason of a great gulf
separat¡ng them. The rich man is all wailing and misery.
Despite his remorse, his loud cries of prayet, he has now to
suffer the retribution of his sins.

Vs. 25. "But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou
in thy lifetime receivedst the good things, and likewise Lazarus
evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented."
Did Abraham love the rich man? Yes. Abraham loved him
and God loved him too. God used every meat'ìs of salvation
to save the rich man, but he refused to repent. Now he
must taste its bitterness. Dear brothers, God has used all
kinds of methods to save you. lf you repent not, He has
no othor.

Vs. 26. "And beside all this, between us and you there
is a great gulf fixed: so that they who would pass from here
to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come
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from thence." No way outl For there is a great gulf fixed
between you and God. Though God is omnipotent, yet He
cannot help because you have not repented while He waited
and now you are to suffer for what you deserve.

Vs.27. "Then he said, I pray thee, therefore, father, that
thou wouldst send him to my father's house." Ah! The
rich man shows love for his five brothers. He begs Abraham
to send Lazarus to go and tell them that they might know
there is a heaven and a hell that they might repent from their
evils. But time did not permit this. The brothers had others
to tell them. lt was not necessary for someone from the
dead to do this.

Vs. 28-31. "For I have five brethren, that he may testify
unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.
Abraham saith unto him, they have Moses and the prophets;
let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham,
but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.
And he said unto him, lf they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the
dead."

Abraham said, they have the Bible, the Words of the
prophets telling them. lf they believe not the Bible, there
is no other way. I also did not believe in heaven or hell
before, being blinded by a worldly education and scientific
knowledge. Praise the Lord, He has shown me heaven and
hell that I might return to Him. lf we open the Book of
Revelation we shall know what heaven is like. What I say
of seeing heaven is what Revelation tells us, they are exactly
the same. God has revealed heaven to us that we might
understand the most beautiful spot on earth ¡s not equal

to it. God has also shown hell to me. When I was in the

lunatic asylum, there was a patient warded in a room next to
me. Thii madman would weep and pray when night fell'
He woutd recount the sins he had committed and bite his
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sorrows, and the more they think about them, the more
acute the¡r suffering becomes. So those who repent not will
have to face up to all these sins with increasing sorrow to
torment them. Whatever they think about will become their
punishment. I have had this experience. The more I recall
the sins I committed the more I become tormented. When
I could bear it no longer, I remembered I needed to pray.
When I prayed all my sorrows vanished and peace returned.
Have you repented of your sins? lf not, you will never be
at peacel

When I was preaching in Peking, there was a girl sur-
named Chow. She died at the age of fifteen. She got
sick at first for four months and was warded at the Central
Hospital. When she came to hear me preach, the Holy Spirit
worked in her heart to save her soul before death. After
she repented of her sins, her illness worsened, so she asked
her brother to seek for Pastor Wang (Ming-tao?) to baptise
her. She found peace after baptism, yea, even joy unspeak-
able. Before she did she asked to see her father. She
said to him, "You must believe there is a living God." Father
replied, "l'm an opium smoker and a great sinner. How will
God want such a sinner like me?" She said to her father,
"God is love. He lóves sinners. He loves you. lf you
don't trust in God, I shall never see you again." Father was
moved by her pleas, so he knelt down to confess his sins.

Now she asked to see her elder brother. "Big brother,"
she said, "You must believe in the living and true God. God
ls love. lf you repent and confess your sins before Him, He
will save you. lf you refuse to repent and believe not in
Him, I shall never see you again." Big brother was also
moved to repentance and returned to God.

Similarly she summoned her younger brothers and sisters
who also repented and returned to God.

She saved a whole family. She was overjoyed. Finally
she asked her parents and the whole family to come before
her. She said, "My sickness is fatal. Though I know l'm
going to die, I am very happy. For l'm going to a happy
place. Daddy and Mummy, brothers and sisters will all be
there too. We shall meet over there, and live forevermore.
Now angels are coming. Jesus comesl l'm going home.
Don't be sad nor weep to make me sorrowful." Thus saying,
she departed. A smile broadened over her face. She had
gone to the heavenly home.

Beloved brothers and sisters, may you also prepare to
return home to God.
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HOW ZACCHAEUS GOT SAVED

(Luke 10:1-10).

Vs. 1 reads, "And
passing through
What a rare occasion!
action of "His passing
marvellous!

Jesus entered Jericho and while
This was Jesus' last visit to Jericho.
So the Bible particularly records the
through" (Chinese Transl.). How

Should a merchant pay a visit to Amoy, he would lool<
for the main street and the biggest building. Should a student
come to Amoy, he would not miss a visit to Amoy University'
Should a cinema fan be in Amoy, he would enter the cinema
hall. But as for Jesus, He visited Jericho not to sight-
see . . . but to save sinners. Beloved brothers and sisters,
Jesus is here tonight. lf you are a sinner, He is lookinq for
you. lf you are ã sinner, Jesus wants to save you. This
ís a rare- chance. You have been looking for salvation for
years without finding it. May everyone find it tonight.

Vs. 2. "A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus;
he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy." Whom did

Jesus seek when He came to Jericho? To seek His greatest
treasure. Here it says, "A man was there by the name

of Zacchaeus." Zacchaeus means "Pure". But, that might
just be an empty name! Maybe there are some in the

audience called Thian Teck, i.e. "Heavenly Virtue" or Sian

Teck, i.e., "Benign Virtue." ls that an empty name too?
Zacchaeus means "Pure". He is a big shot, and a capitalist,
but a sinner through and through. However, a rich man can

also be saved. Jesus once said, "lt is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter
into the Kingdom of God." Let me tell you, a rich man can

also be saved. Zacchaeus' name is now written in heavenl

Zacchaeus had money, fame, power, everything: But what
he lacked was peace. He extorted from his own people

and gave the money to Rom.e. He was a traitor. The Jews
hateã him. But Zacchaeus paid no attention to the peoples'

boos and hatred. He was now looking for Jesus, and he

9



was happy in his search.

Vs. 3. "He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being
a short man he could not, because of the crowd." Here
it says, Many were following Jesus. Yes, wherever Jesus
goes, many will follow Him. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus.
Ée wanted Jesus to give him peace. Perhaps Zacchaeus
had visited the temple to call on the idols, "O ldols, save
me, save mel" But he got no peace. He ran out to see
Jesus, not to see the crowd, but to see Jesus' Tonight let
us not look to anyone at all. Let us see Jesus.

Zacchaeus a rich man was fat and short. So he could
not see Jesus. Beloved brothers and sisters. there're many

outside the Church who can't see Jesus, because we are

blocking their waY!

No matter what, Zacchaeus must see Jesus' Though a

short fellow, he had found a sycamore tree. He climbed up

the tree, saying to himself, "Jesus is sure to pass this way"'
All the people jeered. He didn'a care. He forgot his status'
He realised he was a sinner. He wanted to see what Jesus
was like.

I have been to many places. l've met quite a few big

officials who dared not come openly to hear me' One wrote
me, "Mr. Sung, please come to my house for dinner. l'd
like to hear you preach." But, look! Here is Zacchaeus on

the tree waiting to see Jesus.

Vs. 4. "So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree
to see Jesus Zacchaeus did not take his sweet time'
He ran. He ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree.

Vs. 5. "When Jesus reached the spot he looked up,

and said to him, Zacchaeus come down immediately. I must
stay at your house today." These few words paint a picture
of Jesus' love. Jesus came, step by step. He came to
where Zacchaeus was. He looked at him with loving face.
Amidst thousands, Jesus looked at no one, but Zacchaeus.
Jesus comes to save sinnersl

As Jesus looked up, he said, "Zacchaeus, Zacchaeus!
My beloved Zacchaeus!" Zacchaeus had never seen anyone
before who looked so kindly to him. Never heard any calling
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so gently to him. Though Zacchaeus was a sinner, Jesus
loved him.

Jesus said, "Come down quickl Zacchaeus, come down
quickl Today I must be at your house." Not tomorrow,
not day after tomorrow, but today. I want to stay at your
house. Zacchaeus' house was unclean, yet Jesus wanted
to go to his house. Beloved brothers and sisters, though
our hearts are unclean Jesus wants to come in to stay.

One day, I was at a certain place preaching.A woman
said to me, "Mr. Sung, though I am blind, I had sinned. I
had illicit intercourse and gave birth. I killed the baby. Can
Jesus sa.ve a person like me?" I said, "Sister, if you repent,
Jesus will save you."

Once, I came to Kiangsi. There were two sísters, very
pitiful. They were the only survivors of a family killed by
bandits. They were school girls, but after this they sold
their bodies to become prostitutes. One sister could not
go on in this and became crazy. After this a military officer
helped the other to learn nursing. The girl came to hear me.
Being convicted she asked me, "Mr. Sung, will Jesus save
a girl like me?" I said, "Sister, if you repent, Jesus will
save youl"

a Customs Officer w
time. But he didn't
young. lf I listen

amble. lt won't be t

Vs. 6. "Zacchaeus came down at once and welcomed
Jesus." Beloved brothers and sisters, Lookl Many believers
wear a sad countenance. Not Zacchaeus. He is very happy.

Vs. 7. "All the people saw this and began to mutter,
He has gone to be the guest of a sinner." When the crowd

heart. O, is not Jesus come to save sinners?
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Vs. 8. "Zacchaeus said to the Lord, Look, Lordl Here
and now I give half of my possessions to the poor." lf he
had $10,000 then it would be $5,000 for charity. That's no
easy matterl Zacchaeus promised the Lord there and then,
not afterwards. "Let all the poor come. t'll gíve them half
of my property." For having found Jesus he won't mind
being penniless. Zacchaeus also said, "lf I have cheated
anybody, I will pay back four times." Ol To pay back four
times is no easy matterl

ln five minutes after hearing the Gospel, Zacchaeus was
saved. On the tree. This covetous fellow got saved, on
the tree.

Vs. 9. Jesus said, "Truly Salvation has come to this
house." Not tomorrow, but today, salvation comes to this
house. Before Jesus came into Zacchaeus' house, Zacchaeus'
whole Jesus saved not only Zacchaeus
but his acchaeus the sinner was changed,
in less he was changed. But, how ìad
it is th in the Church for years are not
saved.

Vs. 10. "The Son of Man came to seek what was lost."
Jesus said, "Zacchaeus, I come to save you. For the last
30 years what sorrows have I tasted - for you. Not for
any others, but to save you."

Beloved brothers and sistersl Let me give you my testi-
Tony. I am a sinner of sinners. My father was a pastor.
Our family all were believers. I was baptised at birth. I

prayed. I read the Bible. But not in my heart. At 18, I

the Lordl lt was Feb. 10, 1927. That night, Jesus founrJ
me in America. Jesus found me in Room 405 of an athe¡stic
seminary. That night the Holy Spirit shone into me. I wept.
It gave me relief. Midnight, I saw a light. ln the light Jesus
said to me, "Little childl I died for your sins." At tliis, I was
completely changed.
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Beloved brothers and sisters, How I wish that the Jesus
who saved me save you today. Jesus came into this world.
He left His glory in heaven-for you and for me, Though
our sins be ãs the deepest sea and higher than the mountain,
Jesus can change us, save us. May Jesus redeem you by
His precious blood.

THEME SONG

ln the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory everl
All my sins are washed awaY
ln the Blood of Jesus.

+ + ,ß' + + ft' n( ft +l i5 '* E
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BURDEN OF SIN LIFTED

(John Ch. 8)

Vs. 1. "And every man went unto his own house.
Jesus went unto the mount of Olivers." lt is stated here
that everybody went home, The crowds went home, indeed,
like those returning after a show. The show they saw was
Jesus. And what did they bring home with them, each one?
Each with "a pair of ears." What are we gathered here for
tonight? ls it not to hear the Word of God? l'm afraid
some of you will also return home each "with only a pair
of ears,"

Now Jesus went to the mount of Olives in order to pray
and meditate. What do you do when you get home? To
commit sin? Brothers and sisters, if Jesus' Word dwells
in your heart, your sin will be taken away.

Vs. 2. "And early in the morning he came again into the
temple, and.all the people came unto him; and hé sat down,
and taught them." Jesus returned to the temple at the break
of day and there was gathered a multiude to hear Him. Jesus
needn't worry if He would get a crowd. Wherever Jesus
went, there went the people. Jesus taught in the temple in
order that the people might be saved, añd not one be lost.
Jesus wants everybody to get a chance to be saved. Beloved
brothers and sisters, if Jesus' Word, just only one Word,
should cut into your heart, you will be saved.

brothers and sistersl Has Jesus' light shone into your sins?

Vs. 3, "And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him
a woman taken in adultery, and when they had set her ln
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the midst..." While Jesus was preaching, there came a big
crowd, stone in hand, leading a woman, bound. This woman
had committed adultery. She deserved to be stonedl This
crowd accused the woman before Jesus how bad she was.
She deserved to diel These people only saw what's wrong
w¡th others, but not their own. May everyone of us here see

what's wrong with our ownselves' Do you have sin or not?
lf so, then ask Jesus to wash you clean' Let him unload
your sin.

When I was preaching in Peiping, I met the wife of

just look at others' mistakes. Look at yourself if you haven't
any wrong. You have not attended church. You have over-
esteemed yourself." Brothers and sisters. Never looK at
the faults of pastors and evangelists. Rather look at your

ownselves.
When I was at Foochow, a deacon of a certain church

had became anti-Christian. He said to ffi€, "l hate the
church". This man had joined a pastor in business' His

share was $500. When the business began to fail, the pastor

withdrew his share. He was left in the lurch. Now, this
man only found fault with the pastor, but not with himself'
Beloved brothers and sisters, don't judge others, but rather
ourselves. Look to Jesus and your burden of sin will be

lifted.
Vs. 4. "They say unto him, Master, th¡s woman was

taken in adultery, in the very act." All shouted, "This woman
deserves to die. She was caught in the act of adultery"'
Beloved brothers and sisters, the Devil is the chief accuser.

the Devil keeps on accusing us of our sins.

An old woman picked up a bangle on the road seventy
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years ago. She could not forget this matter even now. She
scolds herself for this. Bitter are all the sins stamped on
our heart. They can never be erased. lf you sin everyday
you'll feel the sin more and more, pressing on your heart,
and the harder to forget them. How wretched is human
life! Everyone carries a load of sin. A child of 2 can sin.
He gets crossed if you give him half a donut. A child of
5 can lie. At 7 he can joirr a gang. At 8 he can gamble,
At t he can steal for pocket money. At 10 he can hate.
At 11 he can smoke. At 12 join a fight. At 13 he can join
a demonstration. At 14 he can read immoral novels; he
likes make-up. Ah, sin increases with age. At 1S he rebels
against parental teaching. At 16 he becomes a pilferer. At
17 his mind is corrupted, and practises it in a dark room.
At 18 he can dance and indulge in love-talk. At 20 he can
commit fornication. Sometimes he thinl<s of suicide . . . How
awf ul! The older, the greater the sin. Miserable indeed.
Young people, when you sin, your heart is not happy. Your
mind suffers. Though not shown on the face, these are
hidden within, tears of a broken heart. Others may not
know your sorrows. Jesus does, You've thought of ways
and means to get rid of your sins, but in vain. At night
your're locked in your room, shedding tears of a broken heart.
Young people, are you not feeling miserable?

Vs. 5. "Now Moses in the law commanded us that such
should be stoned: but what sayest thou?" Beloved brothers
and sisters! Jesus loves sinners. He wants to save sinners.
He gave His life to save sinners. Men say your sin is beyond
salvation. That is the Devil's accusation. How did Jesus
treat this woman? The woman needed pity. She wept,
head bowed, before the crowd. But Jesus stopped to lift i.rp
her sin-load. He said, "Woman, I die for your sin." Jesus
came to die for sinners, for you and me. This is the only
way for a sinner to find freedom. There is no other way.
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Brothers and sisters, Who is without sin? Here's the
womaniser and gambler. There's the covetous and a robber.
Who is without sin? They could not answer this simple
word from Jesus. Pitifull All are sinners.

Vs. 8. "And again he stooped down, and wrote on the
ground." After saying this, Jesus stooped down and wrote.
Do you know what Jesus wrote? Jesus wrote, "l die for
every sinnerl" Praise the Lordl Jesus died for everyone of
us sinners. Jesus the sinless has lovingly sacrificed Himself
for sinners. He lifts up every load of sin. Sinners, we
deserve to die. Who is without sin?

Vs. 9, 10. "And they which heard it, being convicted
by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning
at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone,
and the woman standing in the midst." Beloved brothers
and sisters. Do you understand this verse? Let us look at
them. There they go, a 7S-year-old woman, and a 60-year-old
man. A S5-year-old, a 50, a 40, a 35 and a 3O-year-old.
Still another 25-year-old, another 20, one by one, Where did
they go7 O, pitiful, there they went, each carrying a load
of sin - to helll All sinned. All went to hell. None of
them knew Jesus.

Let us consider if a child can sin? Look! There goes
another aged 15, and yet another 10 years old. These children
knew not Jesus. Brothers and sisters, with eyes closed,
imagine how many were left? All went, leaving Jesus and
the woman. Why didn't the woman go. Ah, she had sinned.
She was guilty. She dared not leave. She only wept.

She would not leave Jesus. lf she left, she would die.
Jesus said to the woman, "How many are your accusers?"
Beloved brothers and sisters, How many had condemned
this woman? The woman said to Jesus, "Lord they are
gone. None." "Woman, neither do l" ls this woman
happy? ls she still under sin? The load of many years'
sin, a tgn of sin, is lifted. lt is gonel How was her sin-
load lifted? Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn thee,"
Beloved brothers and sisters, why was Jesus crucified? ls
it not for our sin? for this woman's sin? Now that the
woman's load of sin is lifted, will she carry it again? Nol
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When Jesus has taken away our load of sin, He removes
it forever. How light she now feels. How happyl Jesus
said to the woman, "Go back." Where did Jesus tell the
woman to go? To bitter suffering? Certainly not. He told
her to return to a happy place. Her sin load is lifted, how
delighted! Go backl Don't sin again. Brothers and sisters,
go back. Heaven is our happy home. This world is all
vanity. We trust Jesus. That's enough. Father, mother,
brother, sister, they cannot forgive our sin. Jesus can.
Trusting Jesus, we are forever satisfied.

When I was preaching at Changchow, a girl surnamed
Teo came. The more she listened, the more she found it
tasteful and the more warmed up was her heart. Realising
she was a sinner, she confessed her sins immediately after
the service. She went home and told her mother, "Mother,
I've believed in Jesus, my Saviour. He saved me today."
But Mother got very angry. She beat and scolded her and
threatened her with every threat not to believe Jesus. But
she wasn't afraid. She prayed to Jesus. When I heard of
her staunch faith, I was very happy. Praise the Lord!

May you my beloved brothers and sisters all trust Jesus.
Your sin-load will be lifted forever!
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THEME SONG

Come unto Me, with Your heavY load,
I will give you rest. Come and learn of Me'
For l'm meek and lowly, Take my yoke on you

For my yoke is easy And my burden light.
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rN QUEST OF THE TRUE PEACË

(Acts Ch. 8)

Vs. 26. Philip held a revival campaign in Samaria and
there he did many miracles. He had gone to Samaria follow-
ing a great persecution in Jerusalem. He preached the Gospel
of Jesus and the whole city gathered to hear him. He worked
a mighty work in Samaria and brought great glory to God.

Philip had a wife and four daughters, a happy family
indeed. One day, God's voice called him into the desert.
Now the desert is a lonely place, but Philip doubted not.
He obeyed God's command,

Vs. 21. Philip was surprised at what he saw in the
desert. When we obey God's will we will also meet with
unexpected events. Philip came face to face with a royal
chariot bristling with bodyguards on both sides. Seated
inside was a black Eunuch. This Eunuch was the Minister
of Finance of his country, President of the National Bank.
He was the king's right-hand man. The Eunuch lacked
nothing, except this one thing - he had no peace of heart
because of his sins. God called Philip to preach to him at
this moment of time.

When a man is burdened with sin, his heart becomes
restless. ln Tiensin, the wife of the manager of a mining
company heard me preach. She unburdened her tearful
miseries to me. She had a husband, children, money and a
well-provided living. But she had no peace. Now this
Eunuch had perhaps committed murder and graft. Although
he was rich and powerful, his conscience had no peace.

Once I met a woman who knelt her way up a hill to
seek peace. This shows how one might get anything in a

materialistic life without ever obtainíng peace. To repeat the
sutras or worship Buddha would not bring peace. Money
and power cannot buy peace. The Eunuch, having failed to
find peace, climbed a thousand hills and dales to the Holy
City to find peace in God's House. Many have used every
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way and means to find peace, but in vain. The Hindus
sleep on a bed of pikes to find peace. The superstitious
burn joss sticks and candles to find peace. The Eunuch
came from a far country tó Jerusalem to sacrifice in orde¡'
to find peace. But he could not find it.

Vs. 28-34. Although the Eunuch has sacrificed. his heart
remains distressed, So he opens the Bible he had bought in
Jerusalem to read. When he comes to the Book of lsaiah
he finds it most gripping. At ch. 53, there is recorded the
story of a Man who died for mankind. He died to save
mankind from sin. Though the Eunuch is entranced by his
reading, he does not know Who He was that died for the
sins of the world. "Could a sinner and corrupt officer like
me be saved?" the Eunuch debates in his heart. As he
frets over his lack of understanding, God tells Philip to run
after the chariot. At sight of Philip the Eunuch gladly
extends him a welcome. The Eunuch asks him to explain the
meaning of that passage of Scripture. Philip expounds to
the Eunuch, "The Man you read about is like a lamb. He
died for mankind. Now a lamb's tail is a symbol of obedience.
A lamb's horns. which droop, signify humility. And when
he goes for shearing, he makes no noise - this is dying for
sinners." The Eunuch is still unhappy, but now the Holy
Spirit begins to work in his heart. Many there are who
read the Bible with a cold heart. They regard the Bible to
be some literature. As for the Eunuch, the more he reads
the less he understands and the more troubled he becomes.
He arrives not at the truth of the Bible.

Once there was an evangelist who went out tracting.
He gave one to a young man. That young man tore it to
pieces. But these four words "Eternal Life, Eternal Death"
somehow attached on his person, despite his trying to blow
them away. A few more steps got him into contact with
another evangelist who also handed him a tract. The tract
bore the same words, "Eternal Life, Eternal Death." This
troubled his heart. Whether he went to the cinema or
whether he played tennis, there bobbed those four words,
"Eternal Life, Eternal Death" on his mind. This finally brought
the young man to Christ.
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An old woman, though unable to preach was a zealous
soul winner. Every Lord's Day, she would stand in front of
her church to invite passers-by in. lt happened that a
fashionable young lady passed by that way, The old woman
called to her to enter the church, "Come and worship, and
you'll go to heaven," she cried. To which the fashionable
young lady answered with popped eyeballs. When the old
woman called to her again, she pushed her to the ground.
As she left in great anger, the old woman continued to chirp
away the Gospel invitation, "Come and worship and you'll
go to heaven." Now the fashionable young lady could not
help but ponder over the incident and as this pondering
became more and more acute, she heard a voice one night,
"Friend, come and worship and you'll go to heaven."

The next day she went to church of her own accord.
That day she got saved. Beloved brothers and sisters, by
one word of Scripture, the Holy Spirit had taken hold of her,
and got her saved.

Vs. 35-40. Praise the Lord! As Philip continues to
expound the Word, he says, This Man who died for the sins
of mankind is Jesus, crucified at Jerusalem. He is the Son
of God come down from heaven. He preached on earth.
He healed, He cast out devils. Later He died but on the
third day He lived again. This Person is what the Bible is
telling us." The Eunuch begins to glow at the words of
Philip's preaching. O the joy of finding the peace he has
been looking for all the years. His understanding of the
Scriptures has led him to the very source of peace.

As they come to a stream the Eunuch requests Philip to
baptise him. Now many are baptised because they' are
forced into it - perhaps by parents, perhaps at the behest
of their teachers. But not the Eunuch. Having been
ascertained of the Eunuch's faith that he would believe and
confess Jesus Christ to the end, he gladly baptised him.
And what peace has come on the Eunuch since his whole-
hearted repentance,

Now when the angel brought death to the eldest sons
of the Egyptians, the lsraelites had their doorposts daubed
with blood that the whole family might be saved. A little
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of the lamb's blood could redeem from sin and save. When
a person repents of his sin the Blood of Jesus Christ, all
the more, can cleanse him from sin.

A certain university student had sought for peace for
nine long years. He asked me to pray for him. When he
repented he found great joy. He confessed what joy he had
missed all this while.

The Eunuch now crucifies his carnal self and has all the
sins he has committed down the years washed away. He
receives Jesus to live in his heart. He undergoes a com-
plete change for a life of joy and peace.

Now after baptising the Eunuch, Philip does not go
with him to Africa for power or money. The Holy Spirit
immediately takes him to Samaria that he might not think of
wealth but rather work - the work of preaching and praying,

Beloved brothers and sisters, I was this Eunuch once.
At my early age ldid not find peace. At 18 lwent to study
in America. This brought me more sorrow of heart. I

studied the philosophy of Laotse. I found no peace. I

studied Buddhist scriptures. I found no peace. I studied
the Koran. I found less peace. I locked myself in a room
to read the Bible, but I found it very hard to understand.
The more I read the more bitter I became. On the night
of Feb. 10, as lprayed in tears kneeling on the floor, the
Lord said to me, "Little child, your sins are forgivenl" From
that moment, joy flooded in, The Lord commissioned me to
preach. I preached for seven days, but I was taken for
being crazy. I was put into a mental hospital. The doctors
came to examine me and asked about my ancestry. After
I went through the bitterness of a mental institution, I got the
real joy. Everywhere I go to witness the gospel, to the
way of real peace. Beloved brothers and sisters, nothing can
give us peace. Only Jesus can!
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THEME SONG

Light that groweth not pale with day's decrease,
Love that never can fail till life shall cease;
Joy no trial can mar,
Hope that shineth afar,
Faith serene as a star,
And Christ's own peace.
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PURIFYING THE HEART WITHIN

(Mark Ch. 7)

Vs. 1. "There came unto him the Pharisees, and certain
of the scribes, which came from Jerusalem." When the
Lord Jesus was on earth, there was this class of Pharisees
and scribes who loved to put on an outward show, but within
was concealed the very opposite. But Jesus stressed rather
the inside and not the outside. So, the Pharisees were his
adversaries. Now, they came with the purpose of finding
Jesus' fault, and to accuse Him. Perhaps there are some
who have come today for the same purpose and not to listen
to the Wordl

Vs. 2. "And when they saw some of his disciples eat

bread with defiled, that is to say. with unwashen hands, they
found fault." As these stood outside the window to observe

they remarked, "How is it they are eating with unwashen
hands? For the Pharisees who stress the outside require

washing of hands before meals. Now that Jesus hasn't
performed this, they found an opportunity to criticise Him'

25



outside? Phariseesl Now these same people today would
also say, "You are soulual, you are emotional." Raising
themselves above others they become hypocrites. They
deserve Jesus' rebuke.

Vs. 5 and 6. Jesus rebuked them severely for their
outward show. I don't care whether you are immersed or
not immersed. head-covered or uncovered. I care rather
whether you have repented, and whether you are saved'
These people ask Jesus why He doesn't keep to tradition?
They mal<e themselves greater than Jesus and anybody else.
They can only find fault. They look down even on Jesus
but dare not question Him openly. Though they know what
miracles Jesus has done, they say these came by the Evil
Spirit. Hypocrites! Jesus can never convert them. These
people say, "Once saved, always saved. Being saved, you
can afford to do anything you like". These people become
hypocrites and hypocrites are deaf to Jesus' words. These
who pride in their spirituality and condemn others! These
are like a torchlight that looks shining bright on the casing
but gives no light while its bulb is covered up. These who
can steal sheep but have never led a soul into the new birth.
These who say, "You cannot be saved except you be
immersed!" What light comes from them? Hypocrites.
These who require unleavened bread as a qualification for the
Rapture! Jesus says, "This people draweth nigh with their
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is
far from me." A torchlight that gives no light. How pitiful.

The church is troubled by many a Pharisaical gossiper,
Not only are they deaf, they are also dumb, though they like
to gossip behind your back. But I speak to you in the open.
What preachers are they who indulge in backbiting?

Jesus says, "Woe to these people. The Pharisees are
good at repeating Scriptures too. They fast twice a week.
They kneel by the roadside to pray. They have an outward
show but in their hearts they are hypocrites. Pharisees are
numbered among university students who are beyond the
reach of the country folk. With their knowledge they have
become Pharisees.

Vs. 7. Moreover, these Pharisees, being full of sins, are
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not born again. They preach without experiencing what they
preach. They preach the doctrines of men and many are
the followers of their style of preaching. Before this, I was
also like them. I preached from notes gathered here and
there, and what I spoke about I had never experienced,
though men applauded my learning. While I prepared my
sermons, I still had doubts about the Bible. I only repeated
what I had learnt from teachers. The Pharisees had their
genealogies, repeating after the words of men for their
sermons. Were they not dumb? Not born again, how could
they bring others to the new birth? Many would not believe
in heaven and hell because they had not seen them. One
year's stay in the United States could change one to discard
God's Word for man's word.

Vs. 8. commandment of God thev
interpret S man's ideas, making man'ä
words the e say, "Heaven and 

-hell 
are

figures of used to scare people. Sub-
stituting God's Word with man's words, they not only lay
aside God's command but also make it void. They mess up
God's Word with patches of human words. When a man is
deaf, he also becomes dumb. Not able to preach, they can
only speal< what others have first spoken.

A sermon appeared in a Shanghai newspaper which was
reputed to be the joint labour of a number of doctors.
When lwas,jn,America lhad heard the same sermon. How
then did this sermon come to be the joint effort of these
doctors? Well, I heard in Shanghai a certain leader say,
"Christ is standing outs¡de the Laodicean Church. So as
Jesus discards the Church, we should leave the Church."
This became the slogan of men of his clique. I felt perplexed.

I said, "lf the Laodicean Church would open the door,
then the Lord would enter in." Now, this latter portion of
the Word was left out. But these are those who like to
parrot others, and there are many parrots around these
days. You see this in the way they copy one another in the
interpretation of Revelation. And these doctrines originating
from Shanghai are parrotted everywhere. Jesus says, "For
laying aside the commandment of God ye hold the tradition
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of men . . . " Yea, even to making it void' Dumbbells!

said "No good" after one glance. Because the ideas were

not expres;ed in logical sequence' At that time I could not

undersiand. There are many who take a verse of Scripture

here, and another there, all out of context and inject into

them their own ideas. This is Scripture-twisting'

Vs. 12 and '13. The first step, they lay aside' The second

step, they make the Word of God of no effect by putting in

tt"i.o*n ideas. Why could not they speak from experience?

Because they are not born again. Dumb-bells' I had to
deliver a sermon for examination during my seminary days.

Now, in U.S. a sermon was worth $25' lt wasn't easy

preparing the sermon. So. I thought of a way out' I went

io i6" ùurary. I copied here and there others' ideas to fit
e. Rewriting these as mY own sermon,
wo days to correct for me' After this
test out. Trembling I prepared a whole
the $25. What did I saY? I merelY

stole words here and there. These were not the Word of

God, but men's words' I laid aside God's Word by the

words of men. Although I spoke on the new birth and

holiness, I did not understand these truths myself. A dumb-

bell, I merely followed others because I had nothing to say'
Not able directly to hear God's Word, I became deaf. I was
a hypocrite.

Vs. 14-23. After admonishing the Pharisees, Jesus called
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Jesus said, "Do ye not perceive that whatever thing from
outside entereth into the man, it cannot defile him. Because,
it entereth into his stomach and goeth out into the draught.
That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man.
For f rom within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, etc," These are dreadful things which proceed from
within and not from without. A man who gives forth light
also gives it from inside. But these who have no light are
dumb, because inside them is the Devil. Beloved brothers
and sisters, many there are who can't listen to God's Word
because they have no light inside. They give out poison
instead. The outside is of no great importance.

Once a pastor in Shantung was taken by bandits. Before
killing him they gave him three choices: "First, eat horse
dung. Second, he beheaded. Third, worship Buddha." He
chose to eat horse dung because he could never worship
Buddha, and to be beheaded was too great a tragedy. So
he knelt down to eat in one breadth, as one eating rice-
noodles. The outside cannot defile. What is dreadf ully
defiling is from inside. Beloved, fear not the ridicule and
assault of men. Fear rather that within you is the Devil, and
darkness, and dirt.

When no light shines from our inside, there must be
trouble. These people might have been immersed, been
communicants at the Lord's Table. Yet they have no light.
The reason is the Devil is inside them. yea, full of devils -No. 1, Adultery devil. Some say, We have not committed
adultery. But know that to lust after a woman with your
eyes is committing adultery in your heart. No wonder it is
said the inside is more important. Cleansing should be from
the inside.

No. 2, Thievery devil. Some might say, ,,We have never
stolen." But if you indulge in improper business, you are
stealing others' living, I have seen those who are immersed
and those whose heads are covered who sell tobacco and
wine. This is thievery, and there are many kinds, big and
small. To pick up things someone has dropped is theft.
Charging high interest is theft. "To steal sheep,, is theft.
And Jesus doubly condemns the pharisees who swallow
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w¡dows' houses and yet outwardly cover up themselves with
long prayers.

No. 3, Murder devil. To hate and to scold is murder.
Two persons were good friends. When one of them left the
Church, they fell out so they would not greet one another
on the streets like sworn enemies. To hate is a terrible
sin. ln Hangchow there was a university student. Having
been born again he wrote his testimony. But soon he turned
into a Pharisee, one who "spoke in the Name of the Lord."
He forbade others to come to my meetings accusing me of
being possessed by an evil spirit, that I was working on
the emotions of others. But he dropped out in two weeks!

No. 4, Jealousy devil. Hypocrites, these cannot shine.
These forbid women to speak but to keep silence at meetings.
These are jealous at the goodness of others. They hurl
such remarks, "These are evil spirits. Those are emotional."
Hypocrites. The outside cannot defile, but the inside.

No. 5, Slandering devils. These condemn others as not
spiritual but soulual, but they have no light. Hypocrites'

No. 6, Lying devils. These are inventors, and defamers
of character, ly¡ng without the least evidence. They say,
"lf you are saüed-, then cover your head." Hypocrites'

No. 7, Conceited devils' l, l, l, they brag' "Only we

can be raptured." Outside they look decent. lnside, full

of devils. Elders, deacons, old-timer believers - but giving

forth no light. Both deaf and dumb. Let us cast out all

these devils.

dogs. To give the children's bread to feed dogs ís not
rigñt." This woman said, "Lord, no doubt I am less than
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a dog. I am a puppy, Lord. Dogs cannot eat the children's
bread, but surely the crumbs thrown down!" Jesus said,
"Go home. The devil is cast out!" Thís woman was not
the least roused to anger. So, she found healing. lf we
don't cast out the devils within us, we will be undone. Let
us call on the Lord to cast out the demons w¡th¡n us that
light might shine from our faces.

A girl student in Nanchang was bitten by a mad dog
and asked me to pray for her. According to the doctor,
she would die the next year. I replied, "The body is of little
importance. ls there sin in your heart? Are you born
again?" She said, "l don't know. All I care for is this
dog-bite." A person with a sinful heart cannot shine forth
with light. Rather, poison is emitted. Let us ask the Lord
to heal us.

Vs. 31-37. After the demons are cast out, will there
be light? Not yet. Why? Without the filllng of the Hoty
Spirit the inside is a vacuum. So, we must ask for the
Spirit's filling. Though born again you still cannot shine
forth the light. Why? Not enough. There was a deaf and
dumb man whom the Lord led out of the village. There the
Lord put his finger into his ears. Why? Because his ears
could not hear. Then the Lord spat and touched his tongue.
What is spittle? The Word of the Lord. Jesus said, "Eat
it" and he swallow it. The Word of the Lord entered from
three directions: 'l ) through the ear-gate; 2) through the
eye-gate; 3) through the mouth-gate. John 6:63 says, "The
Lord's Word is spirit. The Lord's Word enters through the
ear, the mouth and the eyes. Filled with the Holy Spirit,
the devil is cast out. The deaf can praise the Lord. There
is power in His Word. Such a person is now filled with
the Holy Spirit. He needs no head-covering, He needs
no immersion. But the Lord says, "Open!" lmmediately,
light comes. He can speak. The deaf can speak. He goes
everywhere witnessing.

A person wíthout any inside light is either empty or has
a devil. Let us not over-stress the outside. Rather ask
the Lord to cast out devils inside and be filled with the Spirit.
Then we can go round witnessing.
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Before the Lord left the world, He told the disciples to
wait for the descent of the Holy Spirit to receive power for
witnessing. The Lord did not stress the outside. so He did
not baptise but let His disciples do it. Neither did Paul
baptise much. When we begin to stress the outside we
become hypocrites. May the Holy Spirit fill you all that you
be enabled to witness. When you are filled with the Spirit
you can't help but witness.

ln Nanking there was a four-year-old girl. She never
heard the Gospel. Someone brought her to the meetings.
The Spirit filled her and she could preach. She spoke at
a Secondary School for girls. She sang, "Coming homel"
and spoke on "the lost sheep come home." She sang
another verse of "Coming home." The meeting closed.
Beloved, God used her as He uses me. This girl's surname
is Lee. Her name is "Stone."

There was another little girl of three. Before she died,
she led many children to Christ. Ah! How old are you?

May the Holy Spirit fill us, cause us to shine and to
witness' 

THEME soNG

Saviour, Saviour,
Hear my humble cry;
While on others Thou art calling,
Do not pass me by.
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BE BORN AGAIN!

(John 3)

l. What lt ls to be Born Again.

Vs. 1. "There was a man of the Pharisees named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews." .What kind of man? A
Pharisee. Pharisees were very religious people. who delighted
to pray and to make their prayers long. They knew their
Bible and could repeat Scripture by heart. They had Bible
verses written on their garments and wore them. They
diligently kept the Sabbath and never missed Church. They
occupied the first seats. This man, being a Pharisee. did all
that has been mentioned - going to Church, studying the
Bible, making frequent prayers. But he was not born again.

1) To be born again is not praying or worshipping. You
may practise all these, but you may not be born again.

2) To be born again is not trying to do good, His name
is Nicodemus which means a "good person." lndeed, he is
a good person, not a bad one. Often when the world praises
a man, it regards him to be a good person. Once when I

went to a village they said to me, "You are a good person."
Often we hear people say, "So-and-so, he really is a good
fellow." The world respects a good person, but merely being
good is not to be equated with being saved.

This man is a ruler of the Jews. Only a good great man
could be a ruler of the Jews. No doubt he is good, but he
is not born again, Let us not be mistaken. A good man is
not necessarily born again.

Vs.2. "The same came to Jesus by night. and said to
him, Rabbi, we know thou art a teacher come from God.
for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, u*ðõpí
God be with him."

3) To be born again is not believing there is a God.
Nicodemus was truly humble. coming at night to see the
Lord. Though a ruler, he knocked on the teacher's door to
seek enlightenment, not an easy th¡ng to do. He came up
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to see Jesus, knowing He was one sent from God. Though
Nicodemus believed in God and knew of God, yet he did not
know what it was to be born again.

4) To be born again is not imitating Jesus. There are
many who preach the good character of Jesus and the high
example He sets us, like Nicodemus who said of Jesus. "You
are a teacher come from God."

5) To be born again is not to recover from illness. Once
lasked a little village girl, "Are you born again?" She said,
"l had a stomachache once. I prayed and I got well again."
To be born again is not to be cured.

Nicodemus was a good man on every count. He read
the Bible, he prayed, he believed in God. He followed
Christ's example. He even believed in Jesus' miracles. Now
there are many Nicodemuses in the Church. They can
pray . . .. and believe it is Jesus who heals them of their
sicknesses. Brothers and sisters, I hope you don't make
this mistake that to perform religious actions means to be
born again. Nicodemus had the abovementioned five items
to his credit, but he was not born again.

ll. The Need of Being Bom Again.

It is utterly necessary that a Christian be bo'n again!

Vs. 3. "Jesus answered and said unto him, verily, verily,
I say unto thee. Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God. Will you repeat this verse after me
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God." Whether you are man,
woman, old, young, everyone in the world needs to be born
again if he wants to see God's kingdom.

1) An unborn again person is blind. lf I am not born
again and preach to you, I am blind. A theological student
not born again becomes a blind leader of the blind when he
graduates. Will not both of them fall into the ditch? Jesus
says, "A man not born again is a blind man!"

Vs. 4. "Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be
born when he is old? Can he enter the second time into
his mother's womb, and be born?" Nicodemus said, "Alas,
l'm old. I'm quite toothless and my hair is white. How can
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I be born again? What talk is this? A joke?" He heard but
he did not understand. How many sermon tasters are also
unintelligible like him.

2) Not to be born again is to.be deaf' So many sermon
hearers find no interest because the words they hear do not
enter their ear. So they leave. Why? Because they are
deaf.

canl

Vs. 5. Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter
¡nto the kingdom of God." Has an unborn again person any
hope of seeing God's kingdom?

4) Not to be born again.is to be.shut outside the door'
How'many are outside-the-door novices. They know not
God. TheY know not the doctrine.

born again."

lll. How To Be Born Again

"Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit . . . "

The second step: "and of the Spirit." When a man

receives the Holy Spirit, the devil is cast away. When the

a
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devil departs, the Holy Spirit comes ínto the heart to stay.
He becomes the Lord of his heart. Thank the Lord! When
you are born again the Holy Spirit dwells in your heart like
a bell. And when you sin that bell immediately rings a-ting-
ting!

ln the third step, you must obey the Holy Spirit. You're
not only born again by the Holy Spirit. You're to obey and
be under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Vs. 6. "That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit." A person nor
born again is under control of the flesh. For example, here
is an opium smoker. Without opium, his flesh cannot keep
up. lt falls apart under the crush of opium. Or, suppose
here is a sister under the grip of gambling. She becomes
a slave to the evil habit. The drunl<ard is under the power of
alcohol 

- 
how terrible! These are all under control of the

flesh. And how about those gripped by a bad temper, by
tobacco, etc.? These often come to me and say, "Mr. Sung,
I want to get rid of smoking, now and forever!" But in no
time those with bad temper lose their temper as before, the
smokers return to smoking 

- slaves terribly held by their
own srns.

However, when they become born again, the devil will
leave them and the Holy Spirit will come in. Who is now
in control? The Holy Spirit. Once you fall into sin the Holy
Spirit in your heart will ring "t¡ng-ting, t¡ng-ting, you deserve
ro d¡e!"

Once when I was preaching in Peking there was a sister
who despised to come to my meetings because she said
my sermons were too shallow, fit only for children. At last
she came under the pressure of her family. She sat in the
back row. When the Holy Spirit moved at the meeting, her
heart became troubled until she repented of her sins and
signed her name to the fact of her being born again. From
that hour, she came without a break to the meetings. She
bought a Bible and requested my autograph.

Later some one took her to the cinema. The Holy Spirit
like a bell ting-linged in her heart. She stoppeO t¡nema
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going. No matter how they enticed her, she dared not go.

Before her new birth she could well afford to lose her temper
and to go to the cinema After her new birth, to lose temper
and go to the cinema would set her heart "pili-polo." Before
her new birth she would happily not read the Bible' After
her new birth, not to read Bible would find her heart "pili-
polol" Before the new birth the devil was king in her heart.
After the new birth, the Holy Spirit became Lord and ruled
over her. Now she lived not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit.

Vs. 7 & 8. "Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must
be born again. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound of it, but canst not tell from where it
cometh, and where it goeth; so is everyone that is born of
the Spirit." Jesus says, "Ye must be born again." Every
one must, must! This is not to be marvelled at. Have you
seen the wind? What is its shape? No one has seen the
wind. but everyone has felt it. Similarly after a person is

born-again, he knows of a certainty, not haphazardly, the
control of the Holy Spirit. The steps of being born again are
1) of water 2) of the Holy Spirit 3) in obedience to the Holy
Spirit. Every Christian must know what it is to be born again.

lV. To Be Born Again is of Greatest lmportance.

Vs. 9. "Nicodemus answered, and said unto him. How
can these things be?" Nicodemus could not take it in.
"Who are you?" he questioned. "l'm an old man. l've
never heard of such a thing." Nicodemus wondered
immensely. Was there really such a thing as the new birth?

Vs. 10. "Jesus answered, and said unto him, Art thou a

master of lsrael, and knowest not these things." You are a

teacher of lsrael, a ruler, a preacher, a leader, and you still
do not lcnow what it is to be born again. How sad! To
be born again is of the greatest importance. 1 ) Everyone
must know 2) Everyone must experience. To be born again
is not something that can be slurred over but something that
must be vividly experienced.

Vs. 11. Verily, verily, I say unto thee. we speak that
which we do know, and testify to that which we have seen;
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and ye rece¡ve not our witness. Jesus said, "What I said I

have seen and experienced." Let us all say together, "To
be born again is to be understood, to be experienced by all!"
Not only to be experienced, but it is the foundation of
doctrine.

Vs, 12. "lf lhave told you earthly things, and ye believe
not, how shall ye believe, if ltell you heavenly things?" Aya!
3) The new birth is the foundation of doctrinel You don't
understand when I tell you earthly things. lf you don't know
your primary school lessons how can you understand if I

lecture you on the university level? lf you don't know what
it is to be born again what other doctrine can you under-
sta nd ?

Vs. 13. "And no man hath ascended up to heaven. but
he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man who
is in heaven."

(4) The New birth is passport to heaven. Jesus says
to you, "To enter heaven, you must have a passport." To
go to Southeast Asia, one must first get a passport. Recently
I went to lndo-China. I had to have my passport. To enter
heaven we must also obtain our passport. Moreover the
door of heaven is a narrow one. lf a pastor wants to enter
heaven and he knocks on heaven's door and there sounds a
voice asking, "Who are you ?" And the pastor answers,
"l am a pastor, l, I . . . . ," and he carries no passport. "No!"
comes the reply! Suddenly there comes a little child knocking
and the same voice asks, "Who are you? Are you born
again ?" The little child replies, "l can sing, Jesus loves
me this I know. I don't know if I'm born again!" Then an
evangelist comes knocking to which the voice questions,
"Are you born again? Have you a passport?" He answers,
"l'm an evangelist. I can read the Bible. But I have no
passportl" Then comes a theological student, "l can read
the Bible. l'm half born again." A church worker comes up
sheepishly, "l did confess my sin once before." The voice
from inside asks, "HaVe you a passport? "Passport? Pass-
port is it?" A unlversity student comes rushing up and
knocks, "l want to enter heaven. lam.....a specialist in
chemistry!" The voice inside asks, "Who are you? I don't
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know you! Do you have the passport to enter heaven?"
Aya, these all have not got the passport, and yet they want
to get into heaven. One by one gets dropped into hell!
Finally a little girl comes smartly to heaven's door. She
knocks, "l heard the Gospel on such and such a day, I was
moved and confessed by sins. Praise the Lord, I was born
again. He gave me the new birth. After I was born again
I would not get angry when Mother chided me. When I

got angry the Holy Spirit in my heart rebuked me with a ting-a-
ling-ting." She was born again for sure. She entered heaven.
The new birth requires 1 ) understanding 2) experience and
is 3) the foundation of doctrine, 4) passport to heaven.
Have you been born again? lf not, how said!

V. The Way to Being Born Again.

A person is born again not by his own prowess or
merit, nor by any effort he can exert. lt is the work and
seal of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Vs. 14, 15. And as Moses iifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
eternal l¡fe."

1 ) Trusting in the Son, in the merit of His shed blood,
in the grace of redemption in His bearing all our sins. When
the lsraelites sinned in the wilderness and were bitten by
fiery serpents, Moses made a brazen serpent and hanged it
high on a pole. All who were bitten were told to look upon
that brazen serpent for healing. We also deserve to die
by our sins of speaking evil of others, of theft, lying, jealousy,
gambling, yes, sins of all description. We deserve doubly to
die. Thanks be to Jesus. He died in our place. By Hrs
death we are saved alive. As Moses lifted up the brazen
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifteO
up, to die for us. We deserve to die by what we have
done with our hands and mouth. Christ was nailed for us
on the cross, shedding His precious blood - for us. for us.
For the waywardness of our feet, Christ's feet were crucified.
For the evil and malicious thoughts of our mind, Christ had
to wear the crown of thorns - that we might fearlessly
stand before God's throne of grace. We deserve to die by
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our covetous hearts, but Christ sorrowed in His heart for
us even to be beaten and pierced in bitter suffering for all the
sins of our bodies.

Once there was a mother who braved a blazing fire to
save her son. ln so doing she was burned beyond recognt-
tion. She gave her life to save her son. Even so, our Lord
Jesus was crucified that by His stripes we might be healed.
By His death, we are saved alive.

Vs. 16. "For God so loved the world that He gave hts
only begotten son that whosoever believeth in him should nor
perish but have everlasting life." Our new birth is not only
by virtue of the Son but also 2) of the Father. lt ¡s by the
Father's love that His son is freely given us. Who loved us?
God the Father whose love made Him to give us His only
begotten son to die our death on the cross to save us.

Vs. 17 to 21. "For God sent not his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but that the world through him might
be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned; but
he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath
not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the
world, and men loved darkness l'ather than light, because
their deeds were evil. For everyone that doeth evil hateth
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should
be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light,
that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought
in God." Our new birth depends not only on the Son and
the Father but 3) also on the Holy Spirit. The light of the
Holy Spirit shines upon us and shows up all our filth. God
does not condemn us but sends the Holy Spirit to shine into
us that we might know our sins. I myself never knew I

could become a preacher. Often I have been reviled for my
preaching. But l'm not afraid. is there sin in preaching?

The Holy Spirit illumines me and I know how to judge between
right and wrong, no matter how I am reviled and hated.

The world hates the light because their deeds are evil. They

hate the light without realising it. So they need the light of
the Holy Spirit to show up their darkness. Only then will
they confess to their own evil.
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When I was a child, Mother said, "When your father
was a student at the theological college, he was born again."
So I asked Father. "How can one be born again?" Father
said, "First you must confess your sins. Second, you must
believe in Jesus." So, I knelt down and prayed, "O Lord.
save me. Forgive me of my sins." Was I born again?
Afterwards I went to USA to study. On one occasion I

heard an American pastor speak on the doctrine of the New
Birth. He asked me, "Are you born again? I thought to
myself," I'm a pastor's son. Surely, l'm born again. But
ldid not see my many sins until 1927 when the Holy Spirit
illumined me. So I said, "Men's work is only half, but God's
work is to the uttermost." When I was being born again,
it was a process of bitterness in the knowledge of my sins.
My heart was heavy, I wept. I knelt and confessed my sins,
"l have stolen father's money. I have talked evil of others.
I have been full of pride. Lord, forgive me of my sins." lt
was after confessing these many sins that peace came to
my heart. I got up, and yet I felt there were other sins. I

knelt, "O God, O Jesus, I deserve to die. Please forgive
me of my sins." I got up and felt peace. But human work
is half-work. The Holy Spirit's work is to the uttermost. As
I felt troubled with more sins unconfessed, I knelt again,
"O Lord, forgive, l'm a hypocrite. At worship time I read

other literature. Lord, forgive!" I got up, I felt peace. Man's
work is half-work, but the Holy Spirit works to the uttermost.
Any more sins? When the Holy Spirit worked, I felt troubled
and my heart rang like a bell. I knelt down at once, "O Lord,

forgive my sins. I trust in your precious shed blood to
forgive my sins. Then all my sins were taken out and for-
given of the Lord. Now I got up and found real peace.

When lwas in Amoy 1934 there was a sister named Tan
Boon Seng whose father lived in Nanyang and she was
studying in a Christian school in Amoy. She did not believe
the Word nor did she attend Church. She stayed at home
to study on the Lord's Day. She refused to come to my
meetings. being highly prejudiced. Finally she came under
her friend's coercion. Though she writhed under my preach-

ing, the Holy Spirit moved in her heart. She confessed her
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sins and was born again.

ln 1935 she was seriously struck down with meningrtis.
The doctor said there was no cure. She said to her mother,
"Though my illness is serious, my heart is not troubled.
What I worry about is Father in faraway Nanyang, without
Christ. When he returns please exhort him." Mother said,
"All rightl" Seeing that her illness had got worse. the doctor
wanted to give her an injection to allay her pains. She
ref used. When the principal came to see her, she said,
"Principal, l'm happy and I thank the Lord Jesus. He has
given me the new birth. Though l'm leaving the world soon,
I have everlasting life." So saying, she departed this earth.

Once she was seen in a vision by her classmate. Her
classmate was rather affrighted. But she said, "Don't be
afraid! I have specially asked the Lord Jesus to come and
see you. Thank the Lord Jesusl I repented and was born
again. Now I have everlasting life. But my father is in
Nanyang, unbelieving. He is soon returning from Nanyang.
I beg of you to exhort him to believe in Jesus. And I hope
while you are on earth you'll labour for the Lord. That's all!"

Brothers and sistersl Should God take your soul tonight,
are you born again? Ayal You who are ignorant, are you
born again? Do you know what it is to be born againT
The Steps of being born again? And how to be born again?
lf you are not born again, then you do not have the ever-
lasting life.
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THEME SONG

"Ye must be born again,
Ye must be born again;
I verily, verily say unto thee,
Ye must be born again."
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ON FAITH

(Acts Ch. 3)

Vs. 1. "Now Peter and John went up together into the
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour". lf peter
and John, Jesus, disciples. needed to pray, don't you think
we all need more to pray? Prayer increases our faith. So
we need to pray everyday like the disciples. lf a man cannot
afford to pray he will not generate faith.

Vs. 2. "And a certain man lame from his mother's womb
was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple
which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered
into the temple." There was a lame man at the Beautiful
gate. Could he walk? He was born lame. His five senses,
however, were all functioning. He could eat, see, hear, speak.
His hands could move, but not his legs. Neither can a man
that has no faith walk. Many Church members can eat but
cannot walk, like this lame man. How pitiful if we are lame
to run the heavenly race. lf pastors and evangelists have no
faith, they are also fike this lame man. Members without
faith are eaters and not walkers. Merchants who come to
Church without faith are also eaters and not walkers, like this
lame man. They are carried about by pastors and evangelists.
And the more they are carried about, the more burdensome
they become, as they increase in fatness with their wealth.
Ah! when one becomes an elder one is well-satisfied. There
is no more need of faith. "O God, help me get ríchr"

Vs. 3. "Who seeing Peter and John about to go ínto the
temple asked an alms." What did the lame man sèe? They
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saw the disciples and asked for money. He looked to man
and money, not to Jesus. Daily he asked for man's alms.
Many Church-members today cringe before the rich and the
capitalist. They trust man and money, but not God. No
faith, no strength. The Church, not trusting in Jesus becomes
a dead church. So we must trust Jesus, not looking to man

or circumstances. Only by looking to Jesus can a Church

stand. lf we believe in Jesus, then we are doing the work
of the Lord. We can triumph over all. When I went to
Honan I saw the Church relying on foreign funds' When the

foreign f unds stopped to come, and there was no more

ronðy left, the Church and the Hospital "closed shop"'
Serious indeed! lt never works to trust in man and money'

Vs. 4-6. "And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him

with John, sald, Look on us. '... '" Peter said"'Do -you want
män"y? Wð luué;ni got a cent' But we have Jesus' ln

ir''á när" of Jesus 
-t -tãit yor to get up and walk"' Ah!

fVf ãnv-ftãu" money but not iaith' When we have no money'

i'f.ð"'*"-f,ãu" tuiít,l 
-Mány 

there are w.ho "look to the Taifu

i¿ãctor) when thev 
".n, 

un¿ to Je-su when they can't " You
À;;";;ä;-;hài r'ãppãn'"¿ todav (Dr' sung's healins session

;;î"" õ;t|el-ilalli. Did vou-believe? !f vq' believe vou
;;; J" ãl-itl¡ng". 'To go iorward. the .church must go on

Ë""t"lir't.- The "worli-"ãnnot be ti'usted, nor.money' only
iå.;; 

-i; 
trusiworthv. Mav we all have faith'

Ves.7-10. "And he to
lifted him uP, and immediat
received strength'.." Peter to
He didn't delaY a second'
witnessed He saved many
ion¡gt t have faith and be h

ù"rì"î"tr't on me shalL do greater wot'ks"' When I first prayed

for some lepers, my heart was very afraid' Afterwards I

orttJ "ltv'earnestly, 
by faith' confessing my sins to God'

Then the lePers were healed'

ln the course of my preaching I developed a quick-beating

heart.Someonesaidtome."lfyoudon'tgetcured'you
will not only keep on palpitating. but also develop an enlarged

heart. Your life is in danger'" Thus I declined further in-
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v¡tations to preach. But God said to me, "You fear death,
you will surely die. I feft ashamed. My faith was small.

I drummed up courage to go to Tungchow to speak.
When eight hundred came, I was no more afraid. My heart
stopped palpitating. I spoke on courageously. I sweated
prof usely. Wonder of wonders, my sickness got cured.
Who dares to die will not die. So by faith we can conquer
Satan and worry.

My second child died recently. After three days God
told me to go to the villages to preach. lgot some funds
and immediately struck out to Huchow. God said to me,
"l'll open to you a door to preach throughout China." When
I got to Huchow a foreign missionary asked what I was doing.
lsaid, "l have come to preach." When lgave my testimony,
fifty people were moved by the Holy spirit.

God then sent me to Nanking and Peiping. He also sent
me to Manchuria. Although the climate there is cold I did
not shrink. From there I returned to Shanghai. When I

prepared to go back to Hinghwa, a telegram invoting me to
preach came from Nanchang. At Nanchang I brought 700 -800 people to Christ. From Nanchang I moved on to Kiukiang.

Though I am poor the Lord has led my footsteps all over
China. I know the Lord has called me. I am no more
afraid. I can do all things. Trusting God, I can triumph over
poverty. All my clothes are the Lord's provision. So, don't
you think it strange: Having God's Word, you eat God's
rice. Trusting God, you need fear nothing.

A rich man wanted to give me a house. God told me not
to take it, so I did not, I'd rather rent one, for I lack nothing.
I can triumph not only over poverty but also over difficulties.
On my trip this time there was a man who held a knife to
kill me. Trusting in God, I wasn't afraid. When I preached
on the Cross this man wept, repented and confessed his sins.

There are three girl students who went to an island to
preach. ln three months they won 30 to Christ. They went
on their own but God supplied their needs. How about us?
Should we not do our best to preach the Word? There's
the great Church of Christ. Beloved brothers and sisters,
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by faith we can triumph over pain, anxiety, poverty, difficulties.
Young students, if you meet with sickness, worry, difficulties,
poverty, you must pray and conquer by faith. Many of you
orphans and widows, be you also built up in the faith.
Trusting Jesus you can triumph over all. This afternoon
you've seen God's glory. So let us henceforth be established
in faith. Trusting Jesus, trusting God, we are more than
conquerors in everything.

THEME SONG

Faith is the victory!
Faith is the victory!
Oh, glorious victory,
That overcomes the world.
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NOAH AND THE BUILDING OF THE ARK

(Gen. 6-7:15)

Ch. 6:1-4. ln these verses are described two kinds of
people. The first are the sons of God. The second are
the people of the world. Believers may be called God's
children. They belong to the first kind. Unbelievers are
called the people of the world. They belong to the latter
kind. ls it good or not that God should be our Father?
Someone asked me, "Who is your father?" I said, "God!"
I remember while my earthly father was a pastor and I a

pastor's son, how proud I was to go in and out with him!
Some who didn't know my father asked me, "Who is he?"
I said, "He's my father!" Glorious! Now God is our Father.
How blessed! We have self-respect.

Here it says that the sons of God had intercourse with
the people of the world. For this reason the Spirit of God
would not remain always in their hearts. The sons of God
inter-married with the people of the world. How awful! The
children of the world love gambling, smoking and drinking.
We must be separated from them in holiness. lf you do
not keep separate in holiness from them, you will surely
become worldly and carnal.

Vs. 5-8. Because of the increase of wickedness of the
people of the world, God repented. For what the worldly
people thought about day in and day out was wickedness.
God was deeply saddened at the sight of all this. Man
should listen to God's Word. Having changed into carnality,
he is separated from God. God is very saddened at this.
I remember when I was a boy I used to argue with my dad
and he thrashed me for this. When he went into the room
I peeped to see what he was up to. O! My dad was in
tearsl When God saw the people of the world sinning. he
was also very sorrowful. He would not destroy them from
off the earth if He could help it.

Nevertheless, Noah found grace in God's eyes. All had
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sinned, but only Noah found grace. This was no small
matter. The world might disregard me. lf God takes notice
of me, that is enough. A woman said to me, "My husband
and in-laws all disregard me. She was heart-broken. I said,
"Does God regard you?" She said, "He regards me!" I

said, "That's enoughl" Was not Noah one individual who
found grace before God?

Vs. 9-13. Why did God love Noah? For his wealth?
Education? No, but for three good points. 1) Noah by
faith was a righteous man and born again.
perfect man. 3) Noah walked with God, i.e.
io the Holy Spirit. God loved him for th
Are you like Noah? Born again, in holines

Noah had three sons. Shem, Ham, Japheth' Eight in
the family. Now, the character "Hsin" ( fË' ) i e. "Believe"

includes eight mouths in its composition. All the eight of

them had faith. They believed God. This is no small matter'

ln many families we do not see such oneness of faith'

Where the husband believes, the wife does not. Where the

mother-in-law believes, the daughter-in-law does not' Where

the father believes, the son does not. And where the elder

brother believes the younger does not' O the quarrels and

heartaches that upset so many families today! But Noah's

was a happy family, a peaceful house'

I found our family a delight for we believed God with one

heart. My mother used to lead in family worship' My

mother at first had no education. she came from a Buddhist

home. But my father taught her to read, and she became

a zealous believer. our family worship was most interesting.

Vs. 14-22. God told Noah to do this on a mountain'
Now,-the bout belonqs to the sea, but God told Noah to
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make it on a mountain. The boat Noah made was rectangular:
length 300 cubits, width 50 cubits and height 3O cubits. lt
looked rather like a Bible. And the Ark is a type of the
Bible. There are three storeys with a window on top. The
Bible is divided into three sections: 1) the Old Testament,
2) the Four Gospels and 3) the Epistles. Revelation is the
window on top. The boat has only one door. To enter
the Kingdom of Heaven there is also only one narrow door.
The whole Ark is made of one type of wood. The whole
Bible is written by inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The Ark's
length is 300 cubits inasmuch as Jesus' life span on earth
was thirty years. Three storeys also stand for Jesus' three
years of preaching. The window on top stands for the last
year of Jesus' work, and it also typifies the Cross.

The people of the world seek worldly wisdom in marriage.
They go into worldly enterprises. But, Noah remains õn
the mounta¡n to build the big boat. Now it takes united
effort to bu¡ld the boat. Should Noah's family be disunited,
the Ark would not be completed. This was Noah's first
good pornt. Secondly, Noah stored up treasure in heaven.
He had sold away all his property. To the years put into
building the Ark, he would not mind further sacrifice of selling
all he had. He was concerned only with the Ark's completion.

I have also told my wife, "Nothing matters as much as
preparing the Ark. -I'o build the Ark is to give onsetf to
tulrtrme preaching. ln preparing the Ark, we should not
regard the present, but rather the future. To look at the
present we would be discouraged. Perhaps one of Noah's
daughters-in-law got discouraged, when she saw others w¡th
permed hair, gold ring, golo watch, leading a leisurely and
pleasurable life while she herself had to slog in the kitchen.
Noah comforted her. Perhaps one of Noah's sons said,
"Other sons have returned from abroad with a university
education. They come back necktie-in-collar, and they eat
with fork and spoon, but I have to slog on like thisl Noah
comforted his son, "Don't look at the present, but the futurel"
Perhaps Mrs. Noah said, "l'm old. Still I have to do all the
cooking. Other wives go to the park, and how relaxed!
Noah also comforted her, "Look to the future and not the

l8



present." Perhaps Noah had to hold a revival meeting at
home each day.

When I returned home a few years ago, I remembered
how my wife burst into temper, "What, l, a doctor's wife,
have got nothing? And to do cooking everyday? Others
can relax. My classmates take it easy and I suffer thus?
I comforted her, "Look to the future and not just at the
present". Not only we are to look to the future, but also
hold back every present ridicule. All laughed at Noah's
foolishness in building the Ark. Some said he was crazY.
But Noah called on all to repent, for The Flood was coming.
He was no madman. Though the people assailed Noah,
he kept his peace. He carried his cross daily, building the
Ark. He laboured everyday on the mountain. He preached

120 years. No one listened. Noah was not discouraged.
He plodded on.

Ch. 7:1-5. The Ark being completed, Noah took all his in'
Besides himself there were seven others. These seven are
a type of the seven churches. There were also seven pairs
of animals. Some tall, some short. The birds, and there
were seven pairs of them too, represent the victorious
Christians. Noah organised a Gospel team and he was its
captain. They all entered the Ark. On the 10th day of the
2nd month, the big door of the Ark was shut. On the 17th
of the 2nd month the Flood came and covered the earth.
The people escaped to the mountain tops. Now they began
to call for help. Now there are many who come to Church
as "rice" Christians who shall never enter the Ark. The
whole world was covered by the Flood, but only Noah's
Ark was on top of the waters.

Beloved brothers and sisters! Many there are who weep.
but only Noah's tears remain. Noah preached 120 years
and no one listened, but his preaching remains. Outside the
Ark all perished, but all inside the Ark, men and beasts,
remained. I tell you, there are those who labour ceaselessly
for nothing. Noah's work remains through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Many study hard to make money, become corrupt
officials and are finished. But if while you study you prepare
yourself to be an instrument for the Lord's use, the Lord
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will preserve your study. Doctors who make a lot of money
and build big mansions for their own glory end up nothing,
except those who practise for the Lord. Teachers lead a
hard life everyday, but if while they teach they are doing it
for the Lord, theirs will remain.

Beloved brothers and sisters! ls it vain to be born again

remains.

was not in vain.
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THEME SONG

Never fear! He is near!

Look to no man,
Care not what the world maY Plan.
Only trust in the Lord.

All the way to Beulah Land.
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THE UNFATHOMABLE GRACE OF GOD

(ll King Ch. 7)

Samaria, Capital City of lsrael was surrounded by the
armies of the Syrians. The people were in grave anxiety,
for many had nothing to eat. So much so they were obliged
"to eat pigeon dung,"

Vs. 1. But Elisha said, "By this time tomorrow two
gallons of flour or four gallons of barley grain will be sold
in the markets of Samaria for a dollar . . . " Beloved brothers
and sisters, the grace of God is beyond our imagination.
Many of God's people are waiting for His saving grace to
come quickly, not knowing that ¡t has already come. Now
is the accepted time!

Vs. 2. Here we have a high officer, assistant to the King,
who said to Elisha, "lmpossible! A dollar to buy two gallons
of flour? Unless the door of heaven would open up!" Elisha
said, "Whether you believe or not, this thing shall come
to pass." O the unfathomable grace of God! The grace of
God is beyond our wish and imagination. The grace of
God is still with us. Before I came here, I never could have
dreamed of such a crowd tonight.

When I went to Huchow, I hoped to see only 200 born
again. So, I asked for this number in prayer. On the first
day, however, out of 400 who came to the meeting, 300 were
saved! On the second day, over 1.000 came and we had
to meet outside on the grounds. Almost 1,000 were saved,
including a pastor's son. This pastor's son said to me,
"Mr. Sung, I never knew God's grace until now." Beloved
brothers and sisters, whether you believe or not, the grace
of God must come to you. How great and wonderful is His
grace!

Vs. 3. Praise the Lord! Here are four lepers who refuse
to die, sitting up. They want to get out of death. Pitiful,
there are so many who would prefer death, never desi.ring
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a way out. There are many more struggling in their daily
sorrows. These also have never thought of getting outl

Vs. 4. Wonder of wonders, these four lepers thought
of a way out. They said, "lf we sit here we are sure to
starve to death. lf we go ¡nto the city, we will also die.
Why not get out of here and surrender to the Syrian Army?"
Now, l'm not in favour of their surrendering. I am in favour
of their determination to find a way out.

A sister in Shanghai wrote me of her mother's plight.
Only over 30, she has succoured ten children. But every
one of her children has died, except herself. She says, "My
mother is a devout Buddhist. Buddha said to her that her
ancestors in hell had need of money. So they had taken
her children to hell to sell them for money. Now her only
way out was to worship the devils with money. When my
mother asked how much money she needed to pay up,
the answer was $200. She really spent that $200, but when
she went to inquire of Buddha again, Buddha replied "Your
ancestors are still penniless. So on the 8th day of the ninth
moon, they will also take your only surviving daughter to
hell and sell her. My mother was scared to death. She
went to the Church and asked the pastor to pray for her.
This brought us peace and nothing happened to me, her
daughter. After this, she got hold of a hammer and had her
Buddha idol smashed to pieces."

Beloved brothers and sisters, Satan had utterly oppressed
this woman. Could she do anything else but struggle her
way out? How jubilantl Today how many are under the
throes of the Devil's grip? There's the tobacco devil, the
gambling devil, the alcohol devil. Why won't you seek a

way out?

Vs. 5, 6. The four lepers found their way to the Syrian
camp. But when they got there they saw not even a shadow
of the Syrian troops. "Ha, Hal" they chuckled, "Such a
lot to eatl How lucky we are, and there is none to fight
against us . . . " Beloved brothers and sisters, wonderful is
the work of the Holy spirit. lf a person is willing to be
led by the Holy Spirit to seek a way out, he will find the way
ahead marvellous, and more marvellous yet. Once, after
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a sermon, a new convert said to me, "Mr. sung, I was in
great trouble when I decided one day to come to your meet-
ings. At first I found your preaching entirely tasteless. but
I decided to sit through the sermons. As I concentrated on
the sermon, my heart began to beat and throb. When you
said. "Any one who is a sinner, let him raise his hand." At
first I had no courage, but afterwards I raised my hand, I

went forward, and as I went, all the sins I had previously
committed flooded before my eyes. I felt miserable. But
the moment I put my trust in Jesus, a ton-load of sin fell
from me. I received such a joy as I had never known."
Beloved brothers and sisters, if a man wants to be saved, he
fill find salvation wonderful, yet more wonderful.

Vs. 7, 8. The four lepers were thrilled by the wealth they
now possessed. For, the Syrians being overwhelmed by a
sound of horses and chariots they had heard the night before
had fled to the last man. God's grace is given to us freely
without any charge. Without arms, without lifting a finger
to fight, the lepers had plenty to eat, more to spare, and a
whole lot they couldn't carry away. O, the inexhaustible
grace of God.

One night I had a dream. I saw a man who had lost a
lot of money. I began to pick the money up, and I picked
and picked every one of the coins. When I awoke, I couldn,t
find a cent. Such is the nature of dreaming. But God's
grace is not such vanity, not such a dream. God,s grace
is real. lt defies our counting. God's grace did not merely
satisfy the leper's hungry stomachs. This would not b;
enough.
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starving souls. They have never tasted the grace of God.
Beloved brothers and sisters, "Woe is unto me, if I preach
not the gospel."

Let us see what these four have reported. They have
preached the gospel. They have given a vigorous test¡mony,
for woe would come on them if they preached not the good
news. Beloved brothers and sisters. let us remember: it is
a greatest sin not to preach the Gospel.

Vs. 10, 11. They are now on their way. They tell it
to the gate-keeper. The gate-keeper believed because he
saw them all well-fed. People believed them because they
were well-fed.

Once there was a man selling hair-restorer. He bragged
about his hair-restorer as he hawked: "lf you buy my hair-
restorer and rub it on your bald head, ¡t will make your
hair grow." A little child came and pulled off the hat he
was wearing, "You just said, 'lf you rub the hair-restorer
on your head, hair would grow'. But, lool<, you are a bald
yourself. Why don't you do what you
joke! A bald-head selling hair-restorer!

say
Thi

?" What a big
s is like a man

never born again preaching a sermon on "salvation through
the new birth". Laughable! Why is the Church so slow-
moving today? Because in it are many bald heads trying
to sell hair-restorer. Who would buy it? These four lepers
are fed and round-bellied. They are convincing to the gate-
keeper. May you also say, "We have been to the revival
meetings. We have eaten a lot." Before you were gambling
fiends. Now you can praise the Lord and convince others.

Vs. 12. The gate-keeper said, "Let me go and tell the
king." Now the king, when he got up in the middle of the
night, was prejudiced. He said, "Perhaps the Syrians have
gone away in disguise. lf we go after them, may we not
fall into their ambush?" ln such a case, can God open the
door of grace?

Vs. 13. 14. Someone told the king, "Don't be prejudiced.

Let us send five men to find out." When those five returned,
they said with one voice, "The enemy has retreated! The
ground ¡s strewn all over with goods." When I was preach-
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ing in Shanghai. the Church in Hangchow sent four delegates
to hear me, because they were not sure of inviting me.
When these four were favourably impressed, they invited
me. When I got to Hangchow, a super-pastor there was
fiercely opposed to me. He had a son, a habitual gambler,
who never read his Bible. Wonder of wonders! While
others remained unsaved, he got saved, he repented. He
was changed. He organised many Gospel teams. He told
his father, "You are against revival meetings, but I have
been converted. I won't gamble now. I love to read the
Bible." Beloved brothers and sisters, when men resist you,
don't be discouraged. lf God be for us, all problems will
be solved.

Once when I went to Swatow, I got no invitation to
preach the first day. I was invited by only one place. After
the first meeting, over 200 were born again. The second
meeting saw over 1,000 in attendance. After this, every
church invited me to preach. Brothers and sisters, if you
preach the truth, you needn't worry even when you are being
resisted.

Vs. 16. 17. O, the open door of God's grace! All went!
There was no need to invite, or to coerce. They rushed for
all their worth. All were dying of hunger. and all fought
for the food. lf what you preach is the Gospel. oeople will
come and hear. lf what we preach is truth, we needn't
worry if men oppose us, When I was preaching in Canton,
detectives and policemen were sent to arrest me. When
they were on the point of doing so, a band of students
protested. This truly was God's help.

On another occasion when I went to another Church,
there was a notice put up. "Meetings Prohibited." But this
could not stop a multitude coming. Who can resist when
the Holv Spirit is working? God said. "A dollar will buy
two gallons of flour." True? Yes? Unfathomable is God's
grace.

Vs. 18. Was God's Word fulfilled? Most certainly
Whoever disbelieving is a stumbling block. But such is
trampled to death! lf we preach it good, Satan is surely
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defeated. Now you're born again. You're blessed. lf you
preach not the Gospel, woe will comel

God called me on Feb. 10, 1926. The Lord wanted me
to preach. Many a time ldidn't want to, for preaching is
a difficult job. lf I became a teacher, no one would bother
me. When I started to preach, I found many adversaries.
lf you preach you must carry the cross. Your whole life
must be hung on it. Thousands upon thousands are still
in Satan's grip. "Woe is unto me, if I preach not the Gospel."

Beloved, we are well-fed. Woe is unto us, if we preach
not the Gospel."

THEME SONG

How marvellous His lovc.
How marvellous His love.
For me He died on Calv'ry's tree.
How marvellous His iove.

How bountiful His grace.
How bountiful His grace.
From deepest sin He ransomed me
How bountiful His grace.

È ,Hfiæ F, *, È AËæ F *,

'æ Èüäs# 4+ !Ë*i t,t, ,KËË F 9"

27

/i


