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Time Alone with God
Daily

God says to me:

L “Let Me see your face (in other words,
He wants to have fellowship with me),
let Me hear your voice” (He wants me to
talk to Him in prayer) - Song of Songs 2:14. This is wonderful!

“But when you pray, GO INTO YOUR ROOM, CLOSE the door
and PRAY to your Father in heaven...” (Matt 6:6)

Some Practical Suggestions

1. Have a daily Quiet Time - alone with God.
2. Have specific times every day (morning and evening)
3. Have a specific place of meeting with Him
4. Keep this appointment with God
5. Remember the goal is to know Jesus Christ, to continue to be with
Him, to become like Him, to secure His presence for the day, and to
glorify Him.
6. Remember, the Holy Spirit will teach you all things and guide you
as you look to God, trust Him and listen to His voice.
7. Practically:
GO into your quiet meeting place
CLOSE the door to all distractions
Become quiet before Him, aware of His presence
PRAY
READ the portion for the day...
slowly, carefully, prayerfully, sometimes loudly,
listening to God speaking to you
THINK with your head and heart;
ask yourself specific questions about the portion;
apply it to your life
WRITE NOTES/ underline/ mark
PRAY : Adoration Confession Thanksgiving Supplication
MEMORIZE a portion or verse
GO and DO what the Lord wants/ shows me to DO

To His glory!
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Who is King






“Jesus is my King!”

During this month we'll read through
and learn from the books of
Judges,

Ruth,

Luke,

1 Samuel,
and 2 Samuel.
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1 April: Nothing is Secret!
Pray “Father, please make me a true soldier of Christ.”
Read Judges 6,7 and Luke 8:1-21

Think + write 1believe exactly that what Jesus said is true:
“Thereis ......oceveennnn... hidden that willnotbe ........................
and NOTHING concealed that will not be known or brought out into the
.............. ”(Luk 8:17). In the KJV I read: “For NOTHING IS SECRET”!
And in The Message Jesus says: “We're NOT keeping secrets; we're
telling them. We're NOT hiding things; we're bringing everything out
into the open.” 1need to ask myself:

¢ Is that how I do it?

* Do I have any secrets? Do I have any hidden things in my life?

¢ Is there anything I’'m doing secretly or keeping secretly?! Then

I’m NOT in the light, but in the darkness....

There is nothing that I ever did or thought that will not be revealed
one day (before God and others), ...unless I reveal it now, bring it to
the light and confess it now - then Jesus promises that He will forgive
me and take it away completely (1 John 1:7,9). Isn’t it wonderful?!!
Paul says: “We have ...........coooiviiiiiiiniinnn secret and shameful
ways” (2 Co 4:2), “We have renounced disgraceful ways (secret
thoughts, feelings, desires and underhandedness, the methods and arts
that men hide through shame)... ”(Amplified Bible).

Since the Israelites did evil in the sight of God (Judges 6:1), the Midia-
nites terrorized and conquered and impoverished them. When they
cried out to God, He sent a prophet and his Son (as “the Angel of the
Lord”) and raised up a Deliverer or Judge, Gideon. He said: “The
| ) (o B T , mighty warrior”(6:12), “.............. in
the strength you have”(v14). The army consisted of those who were
Called, Chosen and Faithful (Rev 17:14). Of the initial 32 000 he
Called those who had no fear (7:3). Of the remaining 10 000 he Chose
only the 300 who showed by their posture that they were Faithful (v4-
6) and later proved Obedient (v17). The army was reduced in number
due to (1) Panic and (2) Posture! The Bible is so practical - it even
teaches me THE IMPORTANCE OF POSTURE! How [ stand, how [ sit,
how [ bend, how [ drink water, how I eat..may show what is in my
heart and disqualify me from being in God’s active army!!

Pray “Lord, may inside panic and outside posture not disqualify me
Go + Do what the 300 Called,6 Chosen, Faithful soldiers did.




The book of Judges
can be summarized by the last verse (21:25):

“In those days Israel had NO KING;
Everyone did as he saw fit.”
“@eople did whatever they felt like doing.”

As a consequence, there was a perpetual cycle of
Sedition by the people, Subjection to an enemy,
Supplication to the Lord, and Salvation through a deliverer or judge.

The Outline of Judges*

A. Inexcusable Compromise (1:1-3:6)
1. Allowances (vulnerable valleys)
2. Alliances (mixed marriages)
B. Incorrigible Conduct (3:7-16:31)
1. Sedition (by the people)
2. Subjection (to an enemy)
3. Supplication (to the Lord)
4. Salvation (by a deliverer)
C. Inevitable Corruption (17:1-21:25)
1. Idolatry (in the north): Dan
2. Immorality (in the south): Benjamin

No King in those days
Did right in own eyes

* From “Unlocking the Bible” by David Pawson




2 April: Princes and Princesses!
Pray “Lord, thank You that I may live without any secrets.”
Read Judges 8,9 and Luke 8:22-56

Think + write The enemies of the children of God described
some Israelites as: “Each one with the bearing of a PRINCE” (Judges
8:18). When I am a child of God, the King of Kings (Rev 19:16), then

My behavior, my speech, my demeanor, my body language, my social
interactions, my appearance, my all should be as one with the bearing
ofa ... This excludes any form of pride. Though
Gideon was a princely man with integrity and backbone and could say
“No” to the people’s pressure for him to become the ruler instead of
God being their Ruler (v23), he was not watchful and allowed ONE
THING (8:24) to get inside his heart and ultimately destroy his testi-
mony and life - golden earrings !! (8:24,27). How sad and how silly!
It started with earrings and ended in an ephod (v27), or “sacred vest-
ment”, which became an object of worship and sometimes divination.
Let’s say it plainly: earrings can hook you and lead you to hell! When
I have the bearing of a Prince or a Princess, I do not need earrings
to decorate myself like a Christmas tree...

As the disciples followed Jesus’ guidance (Luke 8:22), suddenly a
“squall came down”. A squall is a_storm “squared” (using mathe-
matical terms). They called Jesus and “He got up” and calmed it.

Pray
“Before the winds that blow do cease,

Teach me to dwell within Thy calm:

Before the pain has passed in peace,
Give me, my God, to sing a psalm.

Let me not loose the chance to prove
The fullness of enabling love.

O Love of God, do this for me:
Maintain a constant victory.” (Amy Carmichael)

GO + D0 what God’s Princes and Princesses would do.
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3 April: Am I Expendable?!
Pray “Lord, make me expendable like Nate Saint and his friends.”
Read judges 10,11 and Luke 9:1-36

Think + write In Luke 9:1-2 I read that “When Jesus had

. ...the Twelve together, he..................... them power
and authorlty to drive out demons and to cure diseases, and he
..................... them..................to preach the kingdom of God and

to heal the sick.” So they set out and did it (v6). When Jesus Calls
me, he’ll Equip me and then Send me out to do his will. This is a con-
tinual process and experience. I may be in any or all of these “stages”
at once. At present [ am in the stage(s) of.............cooviiiiiiiiiiiit,
Nate Saint, who was a pilot and became one of the missionaries who
were martyred by the Aucas (also called the Waodani), once said: “In
1944 the Lord called me from aviation to Himself, and now he has
sent me back to aviation for Himself” As a missionary pilot he laid
down his life, like Jesus, to save the Aucas. He also said:

“A fact that is mixed in a very important way with our work is the thing that
became commonly known during the last war as ‘expendability’... There is
always a price that must be paid. During the last war we were taught, in
order to obtain our objective, we had to be willing to be expendable, and

many lives were spent paying the price of our redemption from the bonds of
political slavery.”

“This very afternoon thousands of sol-
| diers are known by their serial num-
1 bers as men who are expendable. Dur-
ing the last war we saw big bombers
on the assembly line, row after row,
powerful, costly implements of war!
Yet we all knew - we actually knew that
many of those bombers would not ac-
complish even five missions over en-
emy territory. We also knew that
young fellows, many of them volun-
teers, would ride in those airborne
machinegun turrets, and their life ex-
pectancy behind those guns was, with
the trigger down, only four minutes.
Tremendous expendability!”
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“We know that there is only one answer when our country demands that we
share in the price of freedom - yet when the Lord Jesus asks us to pay the
price for world evangelization, we often answer without a word. We cannot
go. We say it costs too much.”

“God Himself laid down the law when He built the universe. He knew when
He made it what the price was going to be. And the lamb of God was slain in
the counsels of God from before the foundation of the world. If God didn’t
hold back His only Son, but gave Him up to pay the price for our failure and
sin, then how can we as Christians hold back our lives - the lives He really
owns?”

“The Lord tells us that he that loveth his life - we might say that he that is
selfish with his life - shall lose it. It’s inescapable.”

“Missionaries constantly face expendability. And people who do not know
the Lord ask why in the world we waste our lives as missionaries. They forget
that they too are expending their lives. They forget that when their lives are
spent and the bubble has burst they will have nothing of eternal significance
to show for the years they have wasted.”

“Some might say, isn'’t it too great a price to pay? When missionaries con-
sider themselves - their lives before God - they consider themselves expend-
able. And in our personal lives as Christians isn’t the same thing true? Isn’t
the price small in_the light of God’s infinite love? Those who know the joy

of leading a stranger to Christ and those who have gone to tribes who have
never heard the gospel, gladly count themselves expendable. And they count
it all joy.”

“‘Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone,’ the
apostle Paul said. ‘I die daily. I be-
seech you therefore, brethren, by the
Ry 9 B mercies of God, that ye present your
; " Dodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept-
able unto God, which is your reason-

= 3 = able service.”

10



— T
4; =l , We gave ALL to
- jb - 1 Jesus!

Wherever you are,
be all there.
Live life to the hilt
in every situation
you believe to be
the will of God

These young
men laid down
their lives for

_, the Gospel




“And Jesus said, ‘There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters,
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gos-
pel’s, but he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time... and in the world
to come eternal life.”

In Judges 11 I read that Jephthah’s daughter was (1) a virgin (v39),
(2) content to not get married (v37), and (3) expendable!!(v31,36,39)
Inmyown life [cansay that [am....................

Pray “Father, please make me like Jesus and Jephthah’s daughter”
Go + Do be expendable (for Jesus).

Jesus says:

“If anyone would come after Me,
he must
deny himself,
and take up his cross
daily
and follow Me.

For whoever wants to save his life

will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for Me

will save it.”
Luke 9:23,24

“If we do not DIE to ourselves,
we cannot live to God;
and he that does not live to God

is dead.”
George MacDonald
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God always gives
His best to those
who leave the
choice with Him

Jim Elliot - martyred for
Christ by the Aucas




CT Studd wrote:

“Love not life,” said Christ, “but lose it
That’s the noblest way to use it;

Spend your life for Me Who gave it
And for others, thus you’ll save it.

“All that’s lost for Me is saved,

Thus your road to heaven is paved.
Better throw your life away

Than live in comfort day by day.”

“It is better to love supremely and die for it, than to have given Jesus a
mere ordinary love. It is better to have sacrificed oneself than to have
merely served. SERVICE COMES FROM SLAVES, SACRIFICE
FROM SONS.”

N “At God’s command I left all that
is usually thought to make life
worth living...and have been called
fool and fanatic again and again.”

“Beware of spectacles. If you have
your own wear them, and don’t
leave them about. The devil substi-

— 71 tutes his for yours and then you see
all things in the grey light of his eye. Or he gives you rose-tinted specs
which make the devil himself look like a saint; or his dark glasses
which make even God look like Satan.”

“Some wish to live within the sound
Of Church or Chapel Bell,
I want to run a rescue shop
Within a yard of Hell.”

Left insert: CT Studd’s home in
Africa ...compared to the
“palace” he grew up in and inher-
ited, but which he sold. He gave
all the money received for God’s
missions!




If Jesus Christ be GOD
and died for me,
then no sacrifice can be

too great for me to make
for HIM ...

C.T. Studd, who was
God’s missionary in
China, then Indian
then Africa...
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4 April: My Life Purpose
Pray “Lord, I know You have a plan and a purpose for my life”
Read Judges 12-14 and Luke 9:37-62
Think + write

Samson’s life (Judges 13-16) can be summarized as follows:
Samson’s Mission (13:1-25)
Samson’s Marriage (14:1-4)
Samson’s Mighty deeds (14:5-16:3)
Samson’s Mistress (16:4-19)
Samson’s Misery (16:20-22)
Samson’s Martyrdom - self-inflicted (16:23-31)
Samson was born in the heart of God (Judges 13:3). His life purpose

wasto (I)bea .....oooevvevininnnn.. () beiii to
God; and (3) to begin the ..............c.oooiiiiiinain of Israel (v5). As
a young person, the Bible says (v24,25): “He ..................... and the
Lord ..o, him, and the Spirit of the Lord ..................

.............................. him”. This is what God wants for each one of

Samson, unfortunately, did not take it seriously and played with temp-
tation and sin. As a Nazarite he was not allowed to drink or eat any
fruit of the vine, or touch a dead body (Numbers 6), but... he ap-
proached the vineyards (Judges 14:5) and scooped honey from the car-
cass of the lion (v9). John Owen said: “He that dares to dally with
occasions of sin will dare to sin.”

Jesus said: “Follow Me” (Luke 9:59). When I follow Jesus I’ll find
and fulfill my life’s purpose!! I need to remember though that “No
one who puts his hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service
in the kingdom of God”’(v62). To me, thismeans.........................

It also means Jesus is Lord and I can’t say “Lord, but...”(v61) to Him!
Pray “Lord Jesus, I choose to follow You without looking back.”
Go + Do His will, without looking back...

16



“The rulers
of the Philistines
went to her and said,

‘See if YOU CAN LURE HIM
into showing you the secret of his great strength
and how we can OVERPOWER HIM

so we may TIE HIM

and SUBDUE HIM"”

Judges 16:5

Lucifer
LOVES to LURE

T67T117

Cell phones
<2 %

— out f°"
Internet Luci-fer"s Lure‘s vee

& ...to catch Christians!!!
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5 April: Go!
Pray “Lord, help me to hear Your voice amid the many voices”
Read Jjudges 15-17 and Luke 10:1-24

Think + write Luke 10 is one of my favorite passages in the
Bible, because through it, God spoke to me. He is still speaking today.
He says: “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.
................. the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to ..................out
workers into his harvest field”(v2). I need to ask myself:

* Do I pray that God will send out workers?

* Do I have a prayer list?
Jesus continues to speak and says: “............. yJam
.............. out like lambs among wolves”(v3).

* Do I hear His voice sending ME out?

* Dol obey?
These wonderful words echo through the ages and will resound in the
ears of those who refused to hear it or refused to obey it. Hear the
Word of the Lord, He says:

Go!

I am sending you

Samson started to obey, but then he got hijacked by his own evil heart
and by the attractions of the flesh and the world. How sad!!!! He saw a
prostitute and sinned with her (Judges 16:1). Then he came to a tragic
fall because he “fell in love” (v4) with a woman... Very, very often,
after God called a young person into His service and to the mission
field, the devil brought along a boy or a girl who side-tracked him or
her, and ruined their life and life purpose. I need to remember this!!!
I need to remember Samson’s spoiled life and ministry...

Pray “Father, please protect me from being side-tracked by sin”

Go + Do what Jesus told me to do.
18
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We are all missionaries.
Wherever we go,
we either bring people
nearer to Christ,
or we repel them
from Christ...! /

Eric Liddell - Olympic champion
and missionary for Jesus in Japan
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6 April: Supreme Priorities
Pray “Lord, may Your priorities be my priorities.”
Read judges 18,19 and Luke 10:25-42

Think + write

In the last few days I saw the following from the LIFE OF SAMSON :
* He had a Divine calling and Purpose
* He Disobeyed and Dallied with sin
* He was Deceived by sin and by Delilah
¢ Delilah and other women were his Downfall
* The Lord Departed from him (Judges 16:20), without him
knowing it...! Someone said: “Life’s greatest tragedy is to lose
God and not miss Him.” 1t is so true.
* He suffered Defeat and ended in Darkness (being blind and
bound)
* He was Disgraced and the Name of the Lord too...
¢ He Died...
The main lesson to me from his life is that..................................

I also read repeatedly: “In those days Israel had no king” (Judges 17:6;
18:1; 19:1; 21:25)...”everyone did as HE saw fit”(17:6). May Jesus
always be my King and may I always do what HE wants me to do.
According to God, the SUPREME PRIORITIES in my life are to be:
“Only ONE_THING is needed” (Luke 10:42): to sit at His feet,
listen to Him, hear and do His Word...
“ONE_THING you lack” (Mark 10): give up all and love God
supremely...
“ONE_THING I desire” (Psalm 27): love God and live in His
Presence always...
“ONE_THING I do” (Phil 3:12-14): God’s will and purpose for
me...(“forgetting” & “straining forward”)
“ONE_THING I know” (John 9): experience the change that
only Jesus can bring, without this changed heart and mind
and life, I’'m lost...

Pray “Father, please make me a person of ‘this One Thing [ do...””
Go + Do these supreme priorities - for Jesus’ sake.
20



The

Great Commission
is not an option
to be considered,
it is a command

to be obeyed...!

Dr Hudson Taylor -
missionary doctor
and founder of the

China Inland Mission -
for Jesus and for souls



7 April: Pray and Receive...
Pray “Lord, I know Your promises are true.”
Read Judges 20,21 and Luke 11:1-28

Think + write.  Some of the men of Gibeah did a terrible sin
by abusing a certain woman and thereby causing her death (Judges
19). When the Benjamites were asked to expose these men and tell
who the guilty ones were, they refused to expose them... and chose to
rather cover up the wickedness (Judges 20:12-14). As a result, war
broke out between the Benjamites and the rest of the Israelites, who
conquered them and killed 18000 valiant (wicked) Benjamites (20:44).
Initially, the “Benjamites did ...............cooiiiiiiiiiii how
near disaster was”(20:34), but when they realized (20:41), they were
terrified and it was too late to escape... From this sick, sad story I
learn that:
¢ Sexual sin is moral madness!
¢ Covering up, and not exposing sin and wickedness, makes me a
partaker in that same sin—and also guilty of it!!!
¢ IfI cover up and defend the wickedness of other people (also at
school) I am near disaster, even though I do not realize it...!!
The disciples asked Jesus: “Lord, teach us .............ccoevviiinninnnnn
(Luke 11:1). They did NOT say: “Lord, teach us sow to pray”...There’s
a very big difference, because someone may know how to pray, but
still NOT pray. They asked Jesus to teach them TO PRAY...Jesus did that
(by His example) and He also taught them to
(1) Keep on asking (v9; Ampl and Greek NT);
(2) Ask boldly, with importunity (v8);
(3) Ask as asking your Father (v2,13); and
(4) Ask humbly, in spiritual poverty (v6).
In Luke 11 God is revealed to me as:
v The Father (v2) who rules, gives, forgives and leads
v The Friend (v5) who answers and helps
v' The Filler with the Holy Spirit (v13) who gives...
Jesus said: “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, hiow much more WILL your Father in
heavengive ...................cooiiiiiii, to those who ask him!”(v13).
Have I asked? Has Father given the Holy Spirit to me? Have I re-
ceived Him? Does my life show it?

Pray “Father, I thank You!” GO + DO what he shows me to.
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8 April: Like Ruth!

Pray “Lord, may I see something more of You in Ruth’s story.”
Read Ruth 1-4 and Luke 11:29-54

Think + write. Jesus teaches me to not neglect “.................

andthe ..., ”(Luke 11:42). 1 should therefore
give attention to it, focus on it, and make sure it’s present and flour-
ishing in my life. Woe to me if I am like an “unmarked
grave” (v44). A grave only receives (and takes), and never gives
something. It is dead inside. It is filled with decaying flesh and
earth... It is not visible to others (v44). Woe to me if I take away “the
key to knowledge” (v52). According to John 7:17 and Proverbs 1:7
“the key to knowledge” 1S ...........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

» She was known by all as “a woman of ......................col

she said, “Where you go I will go...Your people will be my peo-
ple and your God my God. Where you die I will die...”(1:16,17)
» She left her father and mother and homeland ...to be in God’s
perfect will for her life (2:11)
» She was humble enough to pick up the leftovers in the fields and
to “glean and gather behind the harvesters”...(2:2,7)
* She was willing to work hard (2:7)
» She worked from early in the morning (Ampl)
* She worked steadily and continued... (Ampl/KJV)
 She only took a short rest; ...she was not lazy
* She took refuge under the wings of God (2:12)
» She stayed close to the girls (2:22,23)
* She did “not run after the younger men, whether rich or
poor” (3:10)
» She was obedient (3:5) and she loved her mother-in-law (4:15)
» She became a physical ancestor of King David and of Jesus
Christ Himself (Matt 1:5). We can say: Jesus was in her blood!
How beautiful! No wonder God made her someone through whom
Jesus could come to this needy world!

Pray “Father, please make me like that too, for Jesus’ sake.”

Go + Do asRuth taught us to do - to God’s glory.
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“Easter” or Passover?!

“Passover” refers to the time when (in obedience to God) a lamb was
slain and the lamb’s blood applied to the doorposts of the homes of the
believing (enslaved) Israelites in Egypt. As a result, the angel of death
passed over them, and God delivered them out of Egypt...!

To the born-again, blood-washed, New Testament believer, the
“Passover” time of the year (when we remember what the Lord Jesus,
the Lamb of God, did for us and the whole world on the Cross), is the
best time of the year. The preciousness of this time, and the impor-
tance of it in the life of every person on earth, makes it a prime target
for the devil to try to dilute its impact ...by distracting from the true
message or by counterfeiting the celebration. For instance:

x Where does the word “Easter” come from?

x Why is it not in the Bible?

x What do “Easter eggs” and bunnies have to
do with the Cross of Christ?

x Is the use of “hot cross buns” something Bib-
lical or not...?!

The word “Easter” comes from one of the titles of the so-called
“queen of heaven,” called “Ishtar” or “Astarte” (see 1 Kings 11:5).
She was one of the immoral idols (demons) worshipped by Solomon
and the Israelites (and the heathen nations)...

The Babylonians believed that a great egg fell from heaven into the
River Euphrates and that Ishtar (Astarte) came out of it! Thus began
the distribution of eggs in connection with the worship of the sun in
the Spring festival (which is during the time of “Easter” as we know it
now). The heathen people also offered so-called sacred bread cakes
called “bouns” to the “queen of heaven.” This is where the “hot cross
buns” have their origin!

This heathen Spring festival was also celebrated by
the heathen nations in Europe. They called the god-
dess of spring “Eostre” or “Ostera” and saw the egg
as a symbol of fertility and life. The Encyclopedia
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Brittanica states that “according to old superstition, the sun rising on
Easter morning dances in the heavens; this belief has been traced to the
old heathen festival of spring, when the spectators danced in honour of
the sun ...The Protestant churches also followed the custom of holding
sunrise services on Easter morning...”

I see that “Easter” is basically a pagan festival. As a Christian, I do
not want to have any part in what has its origins in heathen, ungodly,
idolatrous practices! It seems clear to me that the Lord Jesus would

e NOT have spoken of “Easter,” but rather of the Passover time, as
he actually did;

e NOT have bought or eaten “Easter eggs” and “hot cross buns”;

e NOT worship the sun or the sunrise, though He would glorify
God for the way He made the sun to rise in its beauty and splen-
dor, thus glorifying God...

e NOT participate in anything that is part of the worldly “Easter”
festivities...

May the Lord help us to focus on Him and what He did for us on the
Cross. May He be our passion; may He be our all; ...may we share
Him with all!
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Two Outlines of the Book of Ruth
By D. Pawson

A. Two Inseparable Women
1. Mother-in-law’s loss (Naomi)
2. Daughter-in-law’s loyalty (Ruth)
B. Two Influential Men
1. Redeemer-kinsman’s /love (Boaz)
2. Royal King’s line (David/Jesus)

Ruth
By H. Willmington

Ruth Renouncing (ch 1)
The Famine (v1-2)
The Funerals (v3-5)
The Farewells (v6-15)
The Faith (v16-18)
The Frustration (v19-22)
Ruth Reaping (ch 2)
The Mission of Ruth (v1-2)
The Meeting with Boaz (v3-17)
The Marveling of Naomi (v18-23)
Ruth Resting (ch 3)
The Plan (v1-5)
The Proposal (v6-9)
The Problem (v10-13)
The Precaution (v14)
The Provision (v15-17)
The Persistence (v18)
Ruth Receiving (ch 4)
The Summons (v1-6)
The Symbol (v7-12)
The Son (v13-17)
The Summary (V%68-22)




9 April: Worthless “Worship”

Pray “Lord, please purify me so that I may worship You in truth.”
Read 1 samuel 1-3 and Luke 12:1-34

Think + write. Jesus clearly teaches me to:

1. Be on my guard against ....................... (Luke 12:1)

2. Be on my guard against all kinds of ....................... (v15). Ican
think of the following different kinds of greed: ........................

This includes the greed for possessions, clothes, shoes, computer
games, music, books, attention, food, intellectual satisfaction, jewelry,
etc. George MacDonald said: “One may readily conclude how poorly
God thinks of riches when one see the sort of people he sends them
to!” Furthermore, if I say “Take life easy...”, God says: “You fool!”

In response to God saying: “Do not worry” (v22), Oswald Chambers
used to say: “I refuse to worry!”

Elkanah always went to Shilohto .................... and ..ol
to the Lord (1 Sam 1:5). He knew that there is no true worship of the
Lord without sacrifice. “Worship” without sacrifice is worthless!
AW Tozer said: “Man was made to worship God...We are called to an
everlasting preoccupation with God...Labour that does not spring from
worship is futile...” As the fruit of his father’s worship and his
mother’s continued prayers (1:12), Samuel shone brightly for God...

* He was given to the Lord (1:28) for his whole life (1:28)

* Even as a boy he ministered before the Lord (2:11)

* He ministered under a senior brother, Eli (2:11)

* He was not influenced by bad boys at the church (2:12,17)

* He grew up in the presence of the Lord, not the pop stars...(2:21)

* He continued to grow, he didn’t stop to grow along the way (2:26)

* He did what was in God’s heart and mind (2:35)

* The Lord was with him (3:19)

* God revealed himself to Samuel through His word (3:21)

Pray “Father, may there be shining Samuels in our day too.”
Go + Do what Samuel did for his whole life...
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10 April: On Fire for Jesus!
Pray “Lord, may Your holy Fire be kindled in many places...”
Read 1 samuel 4-6 and Luke 12:35-59

Think + write
The Israelites were DEFEATED, because they engaged the enemy...

T without the Presence of the Lord / the ark (1 Sam 4:4)

T without Purity (v4: impure Hophni and Phinehas were there)

T without Prayer (v1: “they went out”...)
Whenever we are defeated, the glory if the Lord departs from us (4:21)
and we’re given the name “Ichabod”, which means........................
.................................. (4:21). To bring back the ark of God’s
Presence, the Philistines took 2 cows that have calved and have never
been yoked..., penned up their calves, yoked them, and put the ark on
the cart (6:7-12). Naturally, these cows would go “mad” - because of
their calves and because they’ve never been yoked before, ...but they
did NOT react naturally, they behaved supernaturally. They kept
walking the way God wanted them to walk, lowing, but continuing,
and “they did not turn to the right or to the left”(6:12). In the same
way: if I want the Presence of the Lord to return, I need to go
against my nature and my natural inclinations, go against what is
natural, be led by the Lord and go where He leads me...all the way.
Jesus says: “Be dressed ready for ....................... and keep your
lamps .....ooveviiiiiia , like men waiting for their master to re-

One of my most loved verses in the Bible is Luke 12:49. In it Jesus
said: “I HAVE COME TO BRING FIRE on the earth, and how I wish it
were already kindled!” He meant the Fire of the Fullness of the
Holy Spirit, the Fire of Holiness, the Fire of Love for Him...
Pray Augustine prayed:
“To my fellow-men a heart of love,
To my God a heart of flame,
To myself a heart of steel.” This is also my prayer.
Amy Carmichael (from South India) prayed:
“Thy blessed Unction from above,

Is comfort, life, and fire of love.”
Go + Do what will secure God’s Presence and Fire in my life.
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w On Fire faﬂ Vesus/

What Fire?

Fire of burning, hot LOVE for Jesus!!
Rev 3:15,16
Song of Songs 8:6,7 “Love (for God) burns like a blazing
fire, like a mighty flame. Many waters cannot quench” it...
Fire of ZEAL for God’s work/kingdom/will/Name...
Rom 12:11a: “Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavor,
...be aglow ... serving the Lord”
Fire of God’s SPIRIT
Rom 12:11a “...and burning with the Spirit”
Luke 3:15-18 “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with Fire...”

tow started?

Forgiveness — Fire (He who is forgiven much, loves much)
Fellowship — Fire
Luke 24:13-35; on road to Emmaus
Personal contact with Jesus
Personal communication
Walking/talking together
Jer 23:29 God’s Word is like fire...
Ps 39:3 “As [ meditated... the fire
burned” (“my inside got hotter and hotter”)
HE is a consuming Fire - in us (Heb 12:29/1:7)
Full surrender — Fire
1 Kings 18:16-39
When last piece was on the altar, the fire fell...
Ps 5 ...“Every morning I lay out the pieces of
my live on your altar and watch for fire to
descend”
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What hiders thie Fire?

Other fires...

Fire of SELF ...”your own fires” Isaiah 50:10-11/30:1-2

Fire of SIN...”unholy/strange fires” Lev 10:1-2,10...Pro 6:23-27
(impure relationships...Hosea 7:4-7a (lust)...Isaiah 9:18
(wickedness)...James 3:6 (tongue)

Heep the Spirit & Fire burninp withix me!

Luke 12:35,36 “Keep your lamps burning...”
1 Thes 5:19 “Do not put out the Spirit’s fire...”

“Get on fire for God
and men will come and see you burn”
John Wesley
“It’s easier to cool down a fanatic
than warm up a corpse...!” Br Andrew

Smoke

Lord, I have laid my heart upon thy altar
But cannot get the wood to burn;

It hardly flares ere it begins to falter
And to the dark return.

Old sap, or night-fallen dew, makes damp the fuel;

In vain my breath would flame provoke;
Yet see - at every poor attempt’s renewal
To thee ascends the smoke!

‘Tis all I have - smoke, failure, foiled endeavour,
Coldness and doubt and palsied lack:
Such as I have I send thee! - perfect Giver,
Send thou thy lightning back.
George MacDonald




11 April: Fruit of Repentance
Pray “Lord, may You be glorified by the fruit of repentance.”
Read 1 Samuel 7-9 and Luke 13:1-21
Think + write

Jesus said it over and over: “Unless you........................... , you too
will all .......oooooiiiiii, ”(Luke 13:3 and 5). True repentance is
shown by certain fruit, for which Jesus comes looking (v6-9). The
following are some of the fruit of repentance:

P (2Co7:11)
e et (Neh 9:2)

T e (Is 55:7a)
Is the fruit of repentance present and visible in my life? Yes / No

He says that if I continue to NOT bear this fruit, I’ll be cut down! (v9).

The term “a daughter of Abraham” (v16) means a woman who has
put her faith in God (see Gal 3:7), a believer. Jesus gives me an exam-
ple here of a believer “whom Satan has kept bound for 18 long
years”(v16), “who had been crippled by a spirit” (v11), who was sick
physically due to an evil spirit.. This is a reality, even today. Jesus
helped her and healed her by setting her free from the spirit. This is
wonderful! As far as DISEASE is concerned, it is important to realize
that:

» All disease is due to SIN (Gen 3).

» Not all diseases are due to SINS (John 9).

» Some diseases are due to SINS (James 5:16)

» Some diseases are due to SPIRITS of evil (Luke 13:11)

» Some diseases are for a SPECIFIC PURPOSE (John 9)

The CAUSES OF DISEASE can therefore be physical, psychological,
spiritual and social, or different combinations of these. Jesus came to
heal “the whole person” (John 7:23). This is wonderful!

Pray “Father, teach us Your ways, also as far as sickness and heal-
ing is concerned.”

Go + Do what will be the fruit of repentance.
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12 April: King Saul’s Beginning
Pray “Lord, You are the Beginning and the End..."”
Read 1 Samuel 10-12 and Luke 13:22-35
Think + write

The first human king of Israel, Saul, was:

= Impressive. He was “an .....................ccoeee young man with-
out equal”, “ahead ................ than any of the others”(1 Sam 9:2)

= Small in his own eyes. “But am I not...from the.....................
tribe...the least of all...?”(9:21)

= Anointed by the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God came upon him
(10:6,9) and he became a “different person”. In The Message trans-
lation I read: “You’ll be transformed...You’ll be a new person!”.
Whenever the Spirit of God works in us, we too will be changed
and become as God wants us to be!

= Changed by God. 1read that “God .................. Saul’s heart” (v9)

= Kept silent when talked against. This is quite amazing. When
some troublemakers (10:27) despised him and talked against him,
the Bible says: “But Saul kept silent”. May I be like that too!

= Accompanied by valiant men, not worldly men or effeminate
“softies” or even women, no, “valiant men”. This is the kind of
men we need today: true, brave, powerful men, not mice...! Their
secret was: their hearts had been touched by God!!! (v26).

= Inferiority unfortunately found a place in his life and spoiled God’s
plans for him. Inferiority is an inverted form of pride or self-
consciousness/self-centeredness. When they looked for him to
crown him as king, he had “hidden himself among the bag-
gage...” (10:22). Inferiority can show itself in a person’s life in the

The saddest thing in this whole story is that Saul replaced God as
King over Israel!! Iread in 1 Sam 12:12, “God was your king”..., but
then “you said...‘No, we want a (human) king to rule

over us”’(12:12). Who is King in my life?! Is it “I” or

“Friends” or “Sin” or “Family” or “World” or “Fashion”

or “Music” or “Spirits”...or God?!

’

Pray “Lord, please be the King in my life - every day and always.’
Go + Do what my King wants and commands.
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13 April: No excuses!
Pray “Lord, may all our excuses be swallowed up by Your beauty.”
Read 1 samuel 13,14 and Luke 14:1-24

Think + write. InSamuel’s Farewell Speech to the people of

God, we saw yesterday that he told them...

* Do not be discouraged due to the sin you’ve committed, but serve
the Lord with all your heart (1 Sam 12:20) and do not turn away
from Him.

* The Lord was pleased to make you His own (v22).

» [ will not sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you (v23).

* Fear the Lord and serve Him faithfully with all your heart (v24).

* Consider and remember “what great things He has done for
you”(v24).

I need to take special note of the fact that if I fail to pray for some-

one whom the Lord led me to pray for, I sin against the Lord (1 Sam

12:23). The Lord led me to pray for: ..........cooovivviiiiiiiiiiiiinninnnnn.

Jesus tells us of a great banquet to which many guests were invited
(Luke 14:16). The main message is: “COME, for everything is now
ready” (v17). But they all alike began to make EXCUSES! They said:
©® “I'mustgo...” (v18) and see to something else...
©® “I’'m on myway...” (v19) to do something else now...
©@ “Ican’t...”(v20) I just got married and that’s more important...
Each and every time it was the “I’ that decided and ruled!!!! How sad!
In these feeble “EXCUSES” we see a:
* Distorted Injunction/priority (v18) - No, where Jesus is first all
else come second/last.
* Determined Inflexibility (v19) - No, where there’s surrender and
hunger for God, there’s a glad flexibility...
* Deceived Inability (v20) - No, where there’s a will for God
there’s a way...
Once WE have tasted at God’s banquet, WE will go out quickly (v21)
and have a sense of urgency and desperation and seriousness and de-
termination when we say: “Come, for everything is now ready”’(v17).

Pray “Father, please help us to bring in all...”
Go + Do what we were told - “Go out...and bring in...”(v21).
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14 April: King “Self”
Pray “Lord, may ‘Self’ not be king in my life, but You alone...”
Read 1 samuel 15,16 and Luke 14:25-35

Think + write.

Though King Saul (or we can say “King Self”) started well, things
changed. I see he developed:
= Impatience and disobedience He could not wait for Samuel, but
did what was not allowed by God...(See 1 Sam 13:9)
= Independence in action (13:12)
= I-disease (or eye-disease), since he got a jealous eye towards David
(1 Sam 18:9)
= Disobedience since he did not destroy everything that belonged to
the Amalekites, as God commanded (15:3). Have I destroyed eve-
rything that belongs to the devil in my own life?!
= Unwillingness (15:9); self-willed, stiff-necked...
= Built a monument for “King Self” (15:12)
= Disrespect and forwardness (v13)
= Blaming others (v15,21) and Justifying himself (v20)
= Fearing people... and seeking to please people (v24)
= Rebellion, arrogance, willfulness, stubbornness, disobedience (v23)
= Unwillingness to be humbled and open about his public sin (v30)
= Counterfeit confession of sin...
- delayed confession (v24)
- excuses mixed with confession (v15,24)
- unbroken heart in confession (v30)
- motives wrong in confession (v30)
- roots not addressed in confession and repentance (v23)
- community/oneness not restored after confession (v35)
- his life did not change...

Because of all of these things, God was grieved (15:35b) and “the
Spirit of the Lord had..............................from Saul”(16:14). In

Pray “Father, please expose and dethrone King ‘Self” in me”
Go + Do what will make God King in my life.
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15 April: The Cost of Following Christ...

Pray “Lord, the real cost was your Cross!”
Read 1 samuel 17,18 and Luke 15:1-10

Think + write

As I read yesterday, Jesus says I cannot be His disciple if I do not
T Hate...my father and mother, wife and children, brothers and
sisters, yes, even my own life...(Luke 14:26)
T Carry my cross
¥ Follow Him
T Give up e-v-e-r-y-t-h-i-n-g I have (Luke 14:33)....!!!
To me this MEANS. ....eiuiti i,

Amy Carmichael puts it in this way: “To any whom the Hand Divine
is beckoning: count the cost, for He tells us to, but take your slate to
the foot of the Cross and add up the figures there!” The emphasis in
these words of Jesus is on loyalty to Him. According to Oswald
Chambers, “Every relationship in life that is not based on loyalty to
Him will end in disaster.” This is very true!! Furthermore, AW Tozer
said: “We want to be saved but we insist that Christ do all the dy-
ing...” (and not us). This is not right. William Law said: “You must
give up all - all you have and are from fallen Adam”...in “humble,
meek, patient, total resignation of myself to God”.

cntsay L have given up everything T had?!

After God chose David as the new King, and Samuel anointed him
with oil (16:13),the .................oeeiie of the Lord came upon him in
power (v13). From David’s encounter with Goliath I learn I need:

* Attention: time of training/discipline/preparation before battle
Attitude: “...he’s so big I can’t miss him!”
Attack the enemy, don’t wait passively...
Annihilate the enemy in my life, spiritually speaking
Attain God’s goal for my life: glorify Him! (1 Sam 17)

Pray “Lord, I give up everything for You...”
Go + Do this: Give up king “Self” and crown Jesus King!
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“Strip yourself of every possession, cut away every af-
fection, disengage yourself from all things, be as if
you were a naked soul, alone in the world; he a mere
man merely, and then BE 60D’S. ‘Sell all that thou
hast and follow Me!’ Reduce yourself down, if I may
say so, till nothing remains but your consciousness of
yourself, and then cast the self-consciousness at the
feet of 6od in Christ” (Dr Donald Davidson)

“You must ABANDON ALL
and fling yourself ON 60D...” (Oswald Chambers)
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CMichals Message to CMe

Michal was a princess, a “king’s kid” (1 Sam 14:49)
Her name means “rivulet,” a clear, running stream...
As a Ghristian, am & like  princess/ prince.., & rivulet..?
Michal fell in love with David, the man of God (1 Sam 18:20)
piritualy, did & fll in love with the Lord Sesus?]
Michal loved David much—it could be seen! (1 Sam 18:28,29)
S & love the Lord Sesus much?l Sk it visible?]

Michal married David. She did not just say she loved him, but made
the choice, surrendered to him and married him...(1 Sam 18:27b).

it & mary ICim? 3id & surrender myself to IGim?
Sid & ‘ti the knot "7l

Michal’s love was tested: she passed the test (1 Sam 19:9-17)
O hon testad. do & remain fothf in love to the ord ~Sasus?

Michal’s love was tested again: this time she failed and became the
adulterous wife of another man (for 8-10 years)! - (1 Sam 25:44!)

C¥hen tested repeatedly, do & compromiss, do & fall in love”
with sin ar the things of the world..?

David demanded that she come back to him.... (2 Sam 3:13-16)
Che Lord ~Sesus also demands that & come back 19 FEim
(i S am not with IGim now)!

In spite of his faithful love to her, Michal became bitter, critical, joy-
less, and scornful. She lost her love for David; she had experienced
the expulsive power of a new (unlawful, sinful) attraction (2 Sam
6:16). How sad! How mad! She was barren and unfruitful (2 Sam
6:23) and died... The unthinkable happened: she who loved David
“much,” ...LOST her love for him and ended up in SIN
and barrenness...

© Lord] halp me to love Y<ou for overlll

vis Ve vy Vagje Ve gie .



16 April: Love like Jonathan!

Pray “Lord, may there be many who love You faithfully, just as
Jonathan loved David faithfully.”

Read 1 samuel 19-21 and Luke 15:11-32

Think + write In1 Sam20-211see (1) David and the Prince

(20:1-42), (2) David and the Priest (21:1-9), and (3) David and the Pa-

gan (21:10-15). In many places in the Bible (not all) King David is a

picture and a representation of the Lord Jesus Christ. The holy rela-

tionship between King David and Prince Jonathan shows me some-

thing of the ideal relationship between the Lord and a Christian...

v' Jonathan became one in spirit with David (1 Sam 18:1)

v' Jonathan loved David (18:1,3) and made a covenant with him (v3)

v' He surrendered fully to David (v4), to obey (20:4)

v" While “Self” (King Saul) wanted to slay David, Jonathan wanted
him to remain alive and well...(20:2)

v' Jonathan sided with David, even to his alleged “shame” (20:30)

v' Jonathan grieved and fasted due to the shameful treatment of David
(20:34). Do I do the same, as far as Jesus is concerned?

v" In contrast to his sister, Michal, he continued to love David...!!!

My RELATIONSHIP with the Lord Jesus is characterized by the fol-

I learn about the sad reality of BACKSLIDING and gracious recovery

from Jesus’ parables about the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin and the Lost

Sons...(as recorded in Luke 15)

® The LOST SHEEP and the LOST COIN represent those who probably
got lost through carelessness or deception or being overcome
through some weakness or lust. In each of these instances there was
a Search, a Sighting and a Singing (celebration) ...after recovery.

® The LOST SON represents those who depart from the Lord due to
rebellion, willfulness in sinning, and actively turning away from
God and God’s children. There recovery does not come through
someone seeking them, but through waiting for them to come to the
end of themselves and then coming back by themselves...

Pray “Father, help me to discern, so that I'll not react in human
strictness nor in human love, but according to Your will.”

Go + Do His will - in saving the lost and the backsliders...
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The PRODIGAL SONS

and tlaushter‘s

The downward steps of the one son...
Self will (v12)
Selfishness (v13)
Separation (v13)
Sensuality (v13)
Spiritual destitution (v14)
Self abasement (v15)

’ Starvation (v16)
The upward climb back to the Father...

Relationship restored and fruitful...
Remain with Father
Rejoicing (v23,24)
Re-clothing (v22)
Reunion and Reconciliation (v20)
Return (v20)
Repentance (v19)
Resolution (v18)
Remember (v17)
Realization (v17)

“This is and has been the Father’s work from the beginning -
to bring us into the home of His heart....”
“He has set before us a way that we may turn, and,
of our own free will, run back to Him, embrace the Father’s knees,
and be lifted to the Father’s heart”!
“The hardest, gladdest thing in the world
is to cry ‘Father!’ from a full heart.
I would help whom I may to call thus upon the Father.”
George MacDonald
“It’s better to love supremely and die for it, than to have given Jesus a
mere ordinary love. It is better to have sacrificed oneself than to have
merely served. Service comes from slaves, sacrifice from sons”!!!
CT Studd
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“This is and has been the Father’s work from the beginning -
to bring us into the home of His heart....”

“He has set before us a way that we may turn, and,
of our own free will, run back to Him, embrace the Father’s knees,

and be lifted to the Father’s heart”!
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The Return
of the Prodigal Son

Painting by Rembrandt
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17 April: 1 am a steward
Pray “Lord, please make me like You.”
Read 1 samuel 22-24 and Luke 16:1-18

As far as Stewardship/management is concerned, Jesus taught that:
= [ am only a steward / manager (v2), not the owner...or possessor
= Everything belongs to God
= I should not waste His possessions (Luke 16:1)
= I should be honest and trustworthy (v10) in handling worldly

wealth (v11)
= I should serve God and use money, not serve money and use
God (v13)

I realize that I am a steward in the following areas (or of the follow-

ing matters):

Jesus says (also to me), “Give an_account of your management’(v2)
of these things. I think the areas where I need to improve on in my

Jesus distinguished between only two groups of people:

1. “The people of this ...............ccceevennen. ”(v8a)
2. “The people of the ..................oevennt. ”(v8b)
I can know in which group I am by the following:..........................

I see how (in 1 Sam 24) David showed respect to Saul, although Saul
did much evil and hated and persecuted David personally.

Pray “Father, teach me Your way of management and stewardship”
Go + Do what Jesus taught and David showed...
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18 April: Be a Wise Woman

Pray “Lord, may Your wisdom fill your children”
Read 1 samuel 25,26 and Luke 16:19-31

Think + write. While Nabal was described asa .................
man (1 Sam 25:17) that no one could ........................... v17),
ABIGAIL (his wife) was different:

Shelost ....ocovvvvviiiiiiiinnnn, (v18) and she worked hard (v18)
She had a giving heart (v18,27)

She was genuinely humble (v23,24,41)

She could ask forgiveness (even on behalf of someone else) - v28
She was wise and spiritual (v28)

She was surrendered and obedient (v41)

She obeyed quickly (v42)

She knew God and obeyed Him (v32)

As a result, Abigail, the Wise woman, who had become a Widowed
woman, became the Wedded woman (and wife of King David, who
represents Jesus Christ). One of her outstanding statements to David
Was: “Let oo be found in you as long
as you live”’(25:28). This is also my prayer.

S SN NN NN

Jesus spoke much about hell. He came to save us from sin, from
“self”, from the spirits ...and from hell. He described HELL as

x A place of unquenchable fire (Luke 16:24)

% A place of agony (v24,25b)

% A place of torment (v23,28)

x A place that’s eternally separated from heaven (the chasm be-
tween the two places are fixed - v26) and from God
A place of burning, unquenchable thirst - and no water (v24)
A place prepared for the devil and his angels (the demons) -
Matt 25:41
A place of punishment with everlasting destruction (2 Thes 1:9)
A place shut out from the presence of the Lord (2 Thes 1:9)
A place of everlasting punishment (Matt 25:46)
A place of everlasting fire (Matt 25:41; Isaiah 33:14)
A lake of fire, into which all are thrown whose names are not
foundinthe ............ooooiiiiiiiii (Rev 20:15).

Pray “Lord, may no wrongdoing be found in me as long as I live!”
Go + Do what Nabal’s wife did for the King
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fell

More people are going to hell than to heaven
Matt 7:13,14

“There are no personal relationships in hell”
CS Lewis

“Hell is truth seen too late”
HG Adams

“The reason why so many fall into hell
is because so few think of'it”
John Mason

“In hell there is no hope.
They have not even the hope of dying.”
CH Spurgeon

“Hell is the most alarming fact of life. No other ques-
tion is of greater importance till this one is settled.”

WH Ford

Where is hell?
“Hell is at the end of a Christ-less life”
F Grim
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A Voice From Hell

You lived next door to me for years;

We shared our dreams, our joys, our tears,
A friend to me you were indeed -

A friend who helped me when in need.

My faith in you was strong and sure;
We had such trust as should endure,
No clash between us ever rose;

Our friends were like - and so our foes.

What sadness, then, my friend, to find
That after all, you weren’t so kind,
The day my life came to an end,

I found you weren’t a faithful friend.

For all those years we spent on earth,
You never talked of second birth.

You never spoke of my lost soul

And of the Christ Who’d make me whole.

I plead today from Hell’s cruel fire
And tell you now my last desire
You cannot do a thing for me.

No words today my bonds will free.

But do not err, my friend again,

Do all you can for souls of men,
Plead with them now right earnestly,
Lest they be cast in Hell with me.

\ Author not known




19 April: Don’t just expel sin...
Pray “Lord, may this day be filled with Your Presence and Power.”
Read 1 samuel 27-29 and Luke 17:1-19

Think + write. “Whenever David attacked an area, he did not
leave ...ovveii ”(1 Sam 27:9). Saul, on
the other hand only “......................... the mediums (the ‘trances’)
and spiritists from the land”(1 Sam 28:3). Later, he sinned by visiting
one of these demon-possessed mediums (v8). From this I learn that if’
I only “expel” sin and not kill sin, I’ll most probably turn to it again
at a later stage!! Sometimes people can stop to do a certain sin, but
they did not kill it, because they still harbor a love for it in their heart.
I really need to ask myself: “Did I only stop to do certain sins, but I
still love them... or did I kill those sins and do I hate those sins now?!”

Jesus says: “Things that ............ people to sin are bound to come, but
............. to that person through whom they come” (Luke 17:1). The
things that CAUSE people to sin are:

)
e
R
A etc

I can cause someone else to sin if I:

e

R T

G

In the excellent little book, “The Calvary Road”, Roy Hession high-
lights the following points regarding Jesus’ teaching on being a hum-
ble servant (as recorded in Luke 17:7-10). I need to ask myself:

» Am I willing to have one thing on top of another put on me,
without being given any consideration?
Am I willing not to be thanked?
Without accusing the other person of selfishness?
While just confessing that I am an unworthy servant?
Admitting that in acting and enduring with meekness and humil-
ity I have not done one iota more than it was my duty to do...?

Pray “Father, help me to watch myself ...(Luke 17:3)”
Go + Do what is needed that I'll NOT cause others to sin.
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20 April: Remember Lot’s wife!
Pray “O Lord, may You fill our vision and be our Vision.”
Read 1 Samuel 30,31 and Luke 17:20-37

Think + write. Jesus very clearly told His disciples:
“Remember Lot’s wife!” (v32). What was her sin? She looked back!
(Gen 19:26). Lot lingered, his daughters lusted and his wife looked
back. She might have looked back because of the following reasons:

In the excellent book, “Holiness”, JC Ryle said: “That look was a little
thing, but it revealed the true character of Lot’s wife. Little things
often show the state of a man’s mind...and little symptoms are often
the signs of deadly and incurable diseases.” He said she looked
back because of her disobedience, proud unbelief, and her secret
love for the world.

A look seems a little thing, but it can cause your death!

Don’t look to the world (TV, fashions, ways, attractions, people...)
Don’t look to others... Don’t look to the devil

Don’t look to myself

Look to Jesus!! (Heb 12:2, KJV)

David and his men suffered a great loss. The city where they stayed

was burned down and their families were taken captive by the enemy

(1 Sam 30). Even his own followers turned against him (v6), but

* He “found strength .....................coeevini ”(v6b). In the KIJV I
read: “David encouraged himself in the Lord”.

* He followed the Lord instructions in dealing with the enemy

* He “recovered everything” (v18),“................ was missing”’(v19).
I need to ask myself: “Have I suffered the loss of something? Have |
lost Peace? Purity? Power? Presence of the Lord? Etc.” 1f 1 did, 1
need to Return to the Lord, Repent and Rely on Him, so that in His
great grace and mercy He may Restore me and Restore to me what
was lost... See Joel 2:25; Psalm 51:12.

P ray “Father, I pray for all who have suffered spiritual LOSS.
May You grant them time to repent and experience Your Restoration.”

Go + Do what will prevent any spiritual loss...
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21 April: Always pray!
Pray “Lord, I pray for those who have fallen - please save them”
Read 2 samuel 1-3 and Luke 18:1-17

Think + write While the book of 1 Samuel mainly dealt with
Samuel (as the last judge; ch 1-12) and Saul (the first king; ch13-31),
the book of 2 Samuel deals with David (the best king). It shows his...
= Triumphant Ascent (ch 1-9), followed by his
= Tragic Descent (ch 10-20), followed by an epilogue (ch 21-24).

In David’s lament over the death of Saul and Jonathan, he says 3
times: “How the mighty have ...................... 1”(2 Sam 1:19,25,27).
Many of the “mighty” in the church today fall, because of ...............

........................ Someone said: “He that is down need fear no fall”
David’s life was characterized by the following words (2 Sam 2:1):

I find a very interesting and important statement in 2 Sam 3:1 - “The
war _between the house of Saul and the house of David lasted a long
time. David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul grew
weaker and weaker.” 1f 1 consider the reign of king Saul as typical of
the reign of the Self-life, and the reign of king David as representing
the reign of Christ in me, then the lessons I learn from this verse are:

Jesus told his disciples “that they should ...................... pray and
not give up” (Luke 18:1). When I look at my prayer life I can best
deSCIIDE TE @S ... uee it
Jesus said His disciples should always pray! This is what I must do.
“Prayer that costs nothing is worth nothing”. Robert Murray
M’Cheyne said: “What a man is on his knees before God, that he is -
and nothing more”. This applies to me too.

Pray “Father, may Christ and not “self” reign in me...”
Go + Do what Jesus said: “Always pray...”
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To know how to speak to God is more important than
knowing how to speak to men—aAndrew Murray

No man is greater than his prayer life—Leonard
Ravenhill

When thou prayest, rather be thy heart without words
than thy words without heart—John Bunyan

Prayer is the sweat of the soul—Martin Luther

The real secret of prayer is secret prayer—John
Blanchard

Talking to men for God is a great thing, but talking
to God for men is greater still—F£.M. Bounds

Prayer that costs nothing is worth nothing...
Hurry is the death of prayer—Samuel Chadwick

Prayer will make a man cease from sin, or sin will en-
tice a man to cease from prayer—John Bunyan

What a man is on his knees before God, that he is—and
nothing more. (Robert Murray M’Cheyne)

Prayer is not the least we can do; it is the most—John
Blanchard

The greatest thing anyone can do for God and for man
is to pray—S.D. Gordon




“Men ought
always to pray,
and not to faint”

Luke 18:1




22 April: My King!
Pray “Lord, You are my King!”
Read 2 samuel 4-6 and Luke 18:18-43

Think + write 1readin2 Sam 5how David was made King
over Israel. Yesterday, I read: “For some time you have WANTED to
make David your king. Now Do IT!”(2 Sam 3:17). There are many
people who allegedly “WANT” to make the Lord Jesus King in their
lives, but they never DO IT, they always put it off ...I need to answer
very truthfully:

% Who or what is King in my life? .........................

% Have I made Jesus KING in my life? .....................

¥* Is Jesus KING in my life NOW? ............................
I should not be deceived - if I do not obey Jesus, He is not King in my
life. If there is anything in my life today that I know He doesn’t want,
but I still leave it there, then Jesus is not my King. I need to choose. I
see the Word of God tells me: “Now do it!”

In the booklet “Christ’s Etceteras” CT Studd said: “We’ve
talked loud and long enough about making Jesus King.
Now, then, let is DO IT....In other words, we must gladly
and grimly determine to crown Christ Lord of all at all costs,
for in no other way can He be crowned - ‘Unless we crown
Him Lord of All, He never will be crowned at all.”” Speaking
further about world evangelization, he said: “The work ought
to be done, and it can be done, but only by God Himself work-
ing through men and women loving HIM supremely, utterly
abandoned to HIM, trusting HIM wholly, enthusiastically and
joyfully desiring to run all risks, to stop at no cost, to fight
against all odds, to live and to die o crown HIM King.”

A certain rich young ruler came to Jesus, but when Jesus told him
what to do (what to part with) to inherit eternal life, he did not do it!
(Luke 18:18-29). Jesus was not King in his life!! s there anything
that Jesus told ME to leave and I still haven’t done it?? Then HE is
not King in my life!! Oh, let’s do NOW what He wants us to do!! Let
HIM be King NOW!!!

Pray “Lord Jesus, You are my King for ever!”
Go + Do what my King wants me to do only...
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On one of his birthdays
Dr David Livingstone prayed:

“% Sm’
my King,
my Dife,
may OO
may whofe soff
to Shee...”

— =
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23 April: Is He still King?
Pray “Lord, I pray that Your KING-dom may come.”
Read 2 samuel 7-9 and Luke 19:1-28
Think + write

It is possible that some people still say: “We don’t want this man to be
OUF . eieiiannnn, ”(Luke 19:14b). Many people SAY Jesus is their
King, but they don’t want Him to tell them to leave their TVs and their
“Christian” rock music and their fashion frenzy and their boyfriends
and their girlfriends and the things of this world...The time is coming
when the King will say (and I must know it is definitely coming): “But
those enemies of mine (for whom I died - my addition) who did not

want me to be king over them - bring them here and kill them in
front of me.” (Luke 19:27).

On the other hand, Mephibosheth, the crippled son of Jonathan, “lived
in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the ..................... table” (2

Mephibosheth’s life was changed by the King, from a Cringing,

Cursed Cripple...to a Contented, Cared-for Child at the King’s table

(ch 9). Some of the stages in his life were:

* His Childhood in the palace

* Calamity struck when he was Crippled - ...a great Change followed

® A Curse might have also been on him, as his name means “glory
from the idol”...

* He experienced a Cross in his life, due to his physical, emotional
and social suffering and his father’s early death

* He was Called by the King (9:5)

* He Came and Confessed his unworthiness. He called himself a
“dead dog” (9:8)

* He became a cherished Child of the King again (v11b)

* He had daily Communion with the King, eating at his table daily!!!!

* He was once more in the place of Calm Contentment and peace
(Jeru-salem : place of peace)...(v13)

Pray “Father, may I eat at Your table every day...”
Go + Do what will secure my presence at the King’s table.

54



24 April: “King” Bathsheba - WHY?!

Pray “Lord, may You always be my King.”
Read 2 samuel 10-12 and Luke 19:29-48

Think + write When God was King in king David’s life, I
read (2 Sam 8:6,14): “The Lord gave David...................... wherever
he went.”. Stephen Olford said: “There is no more dangerous mo-
ment in our lives than that which follows a great victory.” This
proved true in David’s life. After his great victories, he fell into the
terrible sins of laziness, lust, lying, adultery and murder. See 2 Sam
11. Ineed to ask myself: “WHY did such a great man of God fall into
such terrible sins?” Some of the reasons are:

& Passivity and laziness - While others went to war, “David
............... in Jerusalem” (11:1). Also see verse 2 (sleeping,
walking, strolling around...). Matthew Henry said: “When we
are out of the way of duty, we are in the way of temptation.”

& He allowed Pride in his heart. See 1 Chronicles 20:2 and Prov-
erbs 16:18...

& He despised (dis-esteemed) the Word of the Lord (12:9). The
moment I take the Word of God lightly, 'm in danger!

& He despised (dis-esteemed) God (12:10).

& He had lust in his heart (See Matt 15:19)

When sin became “king” in David’s life, the Name of the Lord was
blasphemed among the nations. When a woman became “king” in his
life, he came to a terrible fall and disgrace. When a man becomes
“king” in a woman’s life, she too comes to a fall, spiritually....Only
Jesus must be King in our lives!

In God’s great love and mercy and grace, He used Nathan’s words to
bring David to the point of true, irrevocable REPENTANCE. With deep
Conviction and Contrition (brokenness and sorrow) David Confessed.:
“IThave ....ccoovvviiiiininn, ”(2 Sam 12:13). Then, God forgave him
and took ...l his sin!!! (v13b). That is why Jesus
came (John 1:29) - to take away the sin of the world! How wonderful!
But though He came to do that, He .................. (Luke 19:41), be-
cause many did not recognize Him and heed Him, but ignored or re-
jected Him. What about YOU??!!

Pray “O Father, keep me from sinning against You!”

Go + Do what will keep me from sin - to God’s glory.
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25 April: The Danger of “falling in love”
Pray “Lord, keep me from falling - by ‘falling in love’”
Read 2 Samuel 13,14 and Luke 20:1-26

Think + write Amnon “fell inlove” with Tamar. His “love”
was lust, because after he raped her, he rejected and hated her. This is
a very sad and sinful story in the Bible, but a very great warning for
young and old. Amnon:

“Fell in love” (v1) - and thus came to a fall...

“Became frustrated” and sick (v2)

Had an evil friend, Jonadab (v3) to whom he listened (v5,6)
Pretended...(v5) and acted sick (v6)

Wanted to watch a woman (v5)

Arranged to be alone with Tamar (v9)

Grabbed her and raped her (v14)

Refused to listen to Godly reason (v14)

Was a wicked fool (v13), though he was a “king’s kid”(v1)

His “love” was lust... for “True Love Waits”...

I am an evil, wicked fool like Amnon if I allow any of the above into
my heart or head. From the life of Amnon I learn that: ....................

Tamar was:

& A “king’s kid” (v1)

é A virgin (v2) and beautiful (v1)

& Wore a “richly ornamented robe”(v18)

é Refused to sin (v12)

& BUT..she was also foolish..., and became a desolate

wounded woman (v20), because...
She allowed herself to be ALONE with a man (v9)
She trusted a man
She was not on her guard against a male relative,
someone she knew well...

The Main Message is:
INEVER be ALONE with someone of the opposite gender,
even if that person is a relative...!!!

Pray “Father, help me to never forget this.”
Go + Do what I learned.
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Never minimize sin.
Never maximize sin.
REPENT of sin for what itis,

GET OVER IT!



26 April: Always with the King
Pray “Lord, be my King in everything, everywhere, always.’
Read 2 samuel 15,16 and Luke 20:27-47

Think + write. According to Luke 20:35, there will be NO

.................. in heaven. Marriage should therefore NOT be a priority
in my life. In actual fact, the Word of the Lord says: “Are you unmar-
ried? Do not look for a wife’(1 Co 7:27); do not look for a husband.
This is crystal clear. If I look for a husband or a wife, [ am wrong. If
God looks for one for me, that’s another matter. I must make sure that
I look for God! My decision before God is: ............ccoevevrieveerrvernenn.

’

Absalom and Ittai were opposite like day and night, as far as loyalty to
King David was concerned. Absalom was

%X Handsome in appearance (2 Sam 14:25), and had long hair (v26)

% Praised himself and uplifted himself (15:1,4)

% Built a monument for himself (18:18)

% Lied (v3,7)

x Stole hearts to himself through false “love”(v6)

% Made himself king - King “Self” (like Saul) (v10)

Ittai, on the other hand, was

v’ A foreigner (v19)

v" A recent follower of the king (v20)

v" Fully committed and surrendered to the king. He said: “As
surely as the Lord lives, and as my lord the king lives,
wherever my lord the king may be, whether it means life or
death, there will your servant be” (v21).

v" Obedient and submissive to the true king (David) (v22)

From the Lie/Love Triangle in 2 Sam 16:1-4 and 19:24-30, I see that:
=>» David wrongly LISTENED to one side of the story only
=» Ziba LIED to David, and
=» Mephibosheth LOVED David faithfully, despite David’s misjudg-
ment against him

Pray “Father, please teach me to not listen to one side of a story”
Go + Do what Ittai did by ful%% surrendering himself to the King.



27 April: The Grace of Giving

Pray “Lord, make me a giver like You.”
Read 2 Samuel 17,18 and Luke 21:1-19

Think + write. AsJesus looked how people were giving to
the temple treasury, He saw (as Wilmington puts it):
X When much amounts to little (Luke 21:1,4a): when people give
what they would not even miss...
v’ When little amounts to much (v2-3,4b): when the widow “put

n ... she had to live on” (v4b). She gave sacrificially;
she gave all! Oh, Lord, make me like that too! Isaac Watts
wrote:

When I survey the wondrous Cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Jesus mentioned certain signs of the end times in Luke 21. Wilming-
ton summarized it as follows: There will be Counterfeits (v8); Com-
bat, wars (v9-10); Calamity (v11); Contempt (v12,16-17) against be-
lievers, with resultant persecution; Chances to witness (v13); and Con-
servation by God (v14-15,18-19)... this will be followed by: Destruc-
tion (v24b); Destitution (v20-21); Disaster (v22-23); Death (v24a);
Doom (v25); Distress (v26); and Delight (v27-28) to true believers
when Christ returns on the clouds. ..

Those with king David were described as.................. (2 Sam 17:10)
......................... (v8). Ineed to be a brave fighter for King Jesus
as well. Furthermore, just as Joab took 3 javelins and plunged them in

Pray “Father, may I receive grace to kill every rebel in my heart.”
Go + Do will make me be a giver after God’s own heart.
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28 April: Bring back the King!
Pray “Lord, be my King forever.”
Read 2 Samuel 19,20 and Luke 21:20-38

Think + write. saul (or King “Self”) was dead; now Absa-
lom (another King “Self”) was dead. David was still in exile - after
Absalom rebelled against his reign. The people started to say to each
other: “So why do you say nothing about .......................... the king
..................... ?7(2 Sam 19:10). “Why should you be the last to
bring the king back?’(v11).
I need to ask myself:

* Who or what is King in my life?

* Is Jesus King in my life? Today?

* Is “Self” king in my life?

* Is Society king in my life?

* Is Sin king in my life?

* Did Sin or Self chase Jesus from His throne in my heart?

* Ifso, then WHY do you not bring back the King NOW??!!
Let me rather say like the men of Judah (v14): “....................... s
The moment I ask Him to return as King and surrender to Him as
King, He returns and takes His place as King again. Hallelujah! In
wanting to bring back the King, Shimei. ..

T Hurried to meet the king (v16,17)

T Humbled himself before the king (v18)

T Honestly confessed his sins (v20)
...And received the king’s pardon and promise (v23). This is beautiful.
Have I done like that?.........Have I received what he received?............

Mephibosheth showed the same heart as Shimei: all he wanted was
the presence of the King!! (v30). On the other hand, Sheba did not
want to have David as king. He said: “Wehave ...........................
in David, ..................ell in Jesse’s son!”(v20:1). Amasa “took
longer than the .................. the king had set for him”(20:5) and, as a
result, died (v12). I learn from this that I should not delay to make
Jesus King in my life!

Pray “Lord Jesus, I'll not delay to surrender to You as my King”
Go + Do what will make Him King today - in my life.
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29 April: Sing to the King!
Pray “Lord, may nothing in me, in us, hinder Your work.
Read 2 Samuel 21,22 and Luke 22:1-30

Think + write. The Gibeonites experienced the following:

® The Covenant, not to kill them, was broken by Saul

* The Consequence was the 3 year drought in the land (21:1)

® Then Cost of reparation was high: 7 male descendants of Saul
had to be sacrificed (v6). Rizpah (which means “live coal”)
guarded the bodies of her two sons on a rock (v10) day and night
UNTIL the rain came down. She knew the sacrifice should not
come down, otherwise the rain will not come down. She
guarded the sacrifice in watchful brokenness, burning for the

’

* The Curse was broken - in answer to the sacrifice and

* The Cries that went up to God (v14).

T These are all a picture of Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice on

Calvary.

In David’s Song to the Lord, Willmington said David (1) praised God
for His Protection (22:2-7), Power (v8-16), Provision (v17-25), Per-
fect justice (v26-28), Proven dependability (v29-32); he (2) thanked
God for the Skill (v33-37) and the Strength (v38-46) he had given him
to defeat his enemies; and (3) he Praised and Worshipped God for all
the victories He had given (v47-51). What stands out for me is...

» “TheLordismy .................. ,aandmy...o (v2)

) is my stronghold...and my savior”(v3b)

> “He reached down..and took hold of me; he drew me
............ of deep waters”(v17)

) ¢ (R me from my powerful enemy, from
my foes, who were too strong for me”(v18,49)

» “Ihave..kept myself from.................. ”(v24)

» “Itis God who arms me with.............................. ”(v33,40)

» “Heenablesmeto .......................... on the heights”(v34)

» “He trainsmy hands for ............................... ”(v35)M!

Pray “Father, thank You for doing all of this, even today.”
Go + Do with God’s strength.
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30 April: The King’s Sacrifice...

Pray “Lord, may we follow You to and through the Cross.”
Read 2 samuel 23,24 and Luke 22:31-53

Think + write. David’s Last Words stated that “When one
rules over men in righteousness, when he rules in the fear of God, he is
% Like the light of morning at sunrise on a cloudless morning
% Like the brightness after rain that brings the grass from the earth”
AM TIKE thiS?...eiiiiieieeee e
David’s mighty men, like Eleazer and Shammah (v10-12) each

f took their stand against the Lord’s enemies,

f stood alone

f kept on fighting,

f holding their ground...

# until the Lord gave them victory!!!
After David sinned by counting the fighting men (24:10), the Lord sent
a plague that killed 70 000 people. In deep repentance David obeyed
the Lord and, to bring an end to the plague, built an altar and made a
sacrifice on it. When Araunah wanted to freely provide everything,
David said: “I will not sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings
that. ... ”(24:24). What have
I sacrificed to the Lord?.........ccooiiiiiiiinieeeee e

It is not sacrifice if it does not cost me something. I live by dying to
self. I die to self by living to God.

An ALTAR stands for:

A : Abandonment

L : Laying down of (my) life... self-denial

T : Termination of something precious

A : Adoration and worship

R : Redemption through death
At the heart of Jesus’ prayer of abandonment in the Garden of Geth-
semane (leading to His Sacrifice on the Cross) were these words:
“Father...not my will, but yours be done” (Luke 22:42)

Pray “Father...not my will, but Yours be done.”
Go + Do my Father’s will...
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“When a man truly and perfectly says
with Jesus, and as Jesus said it,

‘Thy will be done’,
he closes the everlasting life-circle.”

“My Father,
do with me as You will,
only help me against myself
and for You”

“R stronger desire
to do the will of the Father...
is surely the best thing
God himself can kindle
in the heart of any man.
..And what else is growth but
more of the will of God?”

&

beorge MacDonald
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